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PREFATORY NOTE 


This edition of Holland’s translation of Suetonius is not 
intended for the professed scholar. It is an attempt to make 
it simpler for the non-dassical reader, at the same time pre- 
serving as far as possible the vigour and quaintness which 
constitute its great charm. 

The spelling has been modernised throughout, and a few 
alterations made in the actual wording. One or two mis- 
prints and mistakes have been pointed out ; in some cases, as 
the editor did not see until later, Holland himself has corrected 
them in a list of Errata (" Faultes escaped in the Annota- 
tions "), printed in a manner which makes them difficult to 
read. 

Except where the meaning was sufficiently obvious, a 
word or phrase now obsolete is explained in a note ; to have 
substituted a modem equivalent or paraphrase ’for, e.g. 
starting-holes or skarfires, would have destroyed a distinctive 
feature of the work. Murray’s Dictionary, Skeat and May- 
hew’s Tudor and Stuart Glossary, and Nares’s Glossary, ed. 
Halliwell and Wright, have been consulted throughout. The 
Annotations — ^not the original side-notes, “ a marginal glosse,” 
as Holland calls them — may be of interest even to the scholar 
or to one who has not kept up his knowledge of the Latin 
language or of .Roman history and antiquities. The editor 
has done his best to verify the numerous references to classical 
and other authorities, but has not always been able to do so. 
One in Propertius, which he unaccountably failed to find, is 
due to the kindness of Prof. J. P. Postgate. 

It is well to bear in mind that Holland most commonly 
uses nephew and niece for grandson and granddaughter, 
gentlemen of Rome for knights {equites), empire for reign. 

For the notes in square brackets, except in a few cases 

V 



PREFAT0k^-'K"6TE''" 

where they are''lioli'and’s o<ra, the editor is responsible, in 
the body of the text [12] indicates a reference to another 
chapter of the life in which the same word or allusion occurs ; 
[C. iS] a reference to another life. C.= Caesar, Aug.— 
Augustus, Tib. =Tiberius, Cal. =Cahgula, Cl. = Claudius, N.= 
Nero, G. =Galba, 0 . =Otho, Vit. ^Yitelhus, Vesp. ^Vespasian, 
T. =Titus, D. =Domitian. 8“ means that there is an annota- 
tion as well as a note on a word or phrase. 

ABBREVIATIONS OF LATIN PRAENOMINA 

A.=.AuIus, C. =Gaius, Cn. =Gnaeus, D. =Decimus, L. = 
Lucius. M. =Marcus, M’. =Manius, P. =Publius, Q. =Quintus, 
Ser. =Ser\dus, Sex. =Sextus, Sp. =Spurius, T. =Titus, Ti. = 
Tiberius. 

The editor desires to acknowledge assistance from the 
following in addition to the usual works of reference : Editions 
by I, Casaubon, 1691 edn., Baumgarten-Crusius, 1816, M. 
Ihm, 1908 (text only) ; translations by A. Thomson and T. 
Forester, 1855, in Bohn’s Classical Library', and by J. C. 
Rolfe, 1914, in the Loeb Clas-sical Library ; editions, with 
notes, of separate Lives : A 7 {gusius, E. S. Shuckburgh, 1896, 
Claudius, H. Smilda, 1896, Galba, Olho, and Vitellius, C. 
Hofstee, i8g8. English Lives of Augustus, E. S. Shuckburgh, 
and Nero, B. W. Henderson, 1903. General : C. Merivale, 
Hislory 0/ the Romans under the Empire, 1850, etc. 

It is hoped the Genealogical Table will be useful in 
checking the somewhat intricate famUy relationships. 
Attention may also be called to the Addenda (p. 392). 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF 
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ui XJIUbUS jun 
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ilriumvir) 


as Ahcnobarbus 2. Antonia = Drusus 
minor senior 

!)US=Jnlia Agrippina 

Detavia 
iSabina ■ 
iessaiina 

V,)_ 

Ciispus 

Nero) 

essalla Barbatus 
.ustus_ Cornelius Sulla 
iAppius Junius Silanus 


2. AUGUSTUS=(fl) Claudia (Clodia) 

= (/l) Scribonia 
= (r) Livia Drusilla 

Julia (by /')=(«) M. Claudius Marcellus 
= (^) M. Vipsanius Agrippa 
= (4 Tiberius (no issue byjulia) 

fC. Caesar=Claudia Livilla 
j L. Caesar 

II bv fil Aemilius Paulus 

yi 'S Vipsania Agrippina=Germanicus, 

I son of Drusus senior 

vAgrippa I’oslumus 


I. p. 170 


initior 


•mia Agrippina 
yr 

tia Lepfda 


2. Claudia Livilla=(a) C. Caesar 
= {6) Drusus 
junior 


landilla 

restilla 

’atilina 

Caesonia 

■usilla II (by a) 
nitius 

enus Ctispus 
us 

l^BRinus 


3. Claudius=(o) Plauiia Urgulanilla 
= (/<) Aclia Paetina 
= (f) Valeria Mcssalina 
= (nj Julia Agrippina 

(by 0) I. Drusus IV (died quite young) 

(by f>) 2. Claudia Antonia= (a) Cn. Pompeius 

Magnus 

— {/>) Faustus Cornelius 
Sulla 

(by () 3, Claudia Octavia=NERO 
(byrf) 4. Claudius Britannicus 



INTRODUCTION 


Little is known of Gains Suetonius Tranqnillus, riicn; is no 
certain information as to tlie dates of his birth and tfeatfn for 
which A D. 75-160 or 6o-iqi have l>een suggested. His Inrtb- 
placc is equally uncertain ; it m.ay have been Rome, biom 
Olho (10) we learn that his father, Suetonius Laetus, was a 
tribune of the 13th legion. Gcutinn, and fought at the battle of 
Betriacum. It is doubtful whether C. Suetonius I’aulinus, 
once governor of Britain and one of Otho’s generals, belonged 
to the same family. In Kero {57) the author states that 
" twenty years after [Nero's death], when I was a young man. 
a person of uncertain rank appeared, who gave it out that he 
was Nero.” As Nero died in 68, this passage would place 
Suetonius's youth during the reign of Domitian and the date 
of his birth not later than 75, though it may have been earlier. 
The letters of the younger I’liny, with whom he was on 
intimate terms and whom he accompanicel to Bithjmia, of 
w'hich Pliny was governor, throw more light on his later life. 
Four of these letters arc directly addressed to Suetonius, wliilc 
in three others he is referred to. From i, iS, we gather that he 
was in practice as an advocate, for which he hardly seems to 
have been fitted, as he was so alarmed by a dream that he 
asked Pliny to get a case postponed which lie was afraid of 
losing. Nor docs he seem to have had more taste for a public 
career, for he begs Pliny to transfer to a relative the military 
tribuneship which his friend had obtained for him (iii, 8). In 
V, 10, Pliny urges Suetonius to publish certain of liis writings, 
although he docs not specify which they were. Another 
letter (i, 24) is from Pliny to a friend, whose good offices he 
asks on behalf of Suetonius, here spoken of as scholasiicus 
(a student) and conlubcrualts titcus (my intimate friend), who 
is anxious to purchase a small estate. In the correspondence 
with Trajan (94) Pliny begs the emperor to grant Suetonius 
the jus Mum Uherorum (privileges bestowed upon those who 
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INTRODUCTION 

had three children),^ to which Trajan somewhat grudgingly 
assents (95). 

Suetonius next appears as private secretary to the emperor 
Hadrian, a post which he owed to Septicius Clarus, praefect 
of the praetorian guard, 119-121. Botli he and his patron, 
however, were deprived of their offices, because they had 
treated the empress Sabina disrespectfuUyduringher husband’s 
absence in Britain (Spartianus, Hadrian). Another reason 
suggested is that they were mixed up in one of the court 
intrigues so common during imperial times. After this, 
Suetonius devoted himself to literary work. Nothing further 
is known of him. 

Of his numerous ^v^itings only two have been preserved in a 
more or less complete state. The first is the Lives of the 
Emperors from Julius Caesar to Domitian. It is divided into 
8 books, Galba, Otho, and Vitellius making book 7, and 
Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian book 8. The abruptness with 
which the biography of Julius Caesar begins and a comparison 
with the method pursued in other biographies had long aroused 
the suspicion that the introduction had been lost. This was 
confirmed by the discovery (1785) and publication (1812) of a 
MS. (Greek) of the Rotnan Magistracies of Joannes Lydus 
(bom A.D. 490), From this (ii, 6) we leam that the Lives was 
dedicated to Septicius Clarus when praefect of the praetorian 
guard, which fixes the date of publication. Lydus no doubt 
possessed the complete work, the lost portion probably con- 
taining the title ; the dedication ; a genealogical table ; 
Caesar’s childhood and early upbringing. The oldest and best 
MS. of Suetonius is the Memmianus of the 9th century. 

An extant treatise De Grammaticis et Rhetoribns (on 
Scholars and Rhetoricians) formed the last section of a larger 
work De Viris Illustribus (on Famous Men), which in addition 
treated of poets, orators, historians, and philosophers, from 
Cicero and Sallust down to the time of Domitian. It was used 
by Jerome, as he himself states, as the model for a work bear- 
ing the same name, which dealt with the great ecclesiastical 
writers, and his Latin translation of the Chronicle of Eusebius 
contains extracts from the work of Suetonius. In addition, 

1 Those who had not were prohibited from taking more than half of a 
legacy or inheritance bequeathed to them. 
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wc posfcss short lives of Terence. Horace, Lucan, and the elder 
Pliny, while the Dc Gnvnmatkis contains an account of 25 out 

of 36 scholars. ... , „ 

Suidas (loth centnn,-), in his encyclopaedic le-vicon, tintlc. 
the heading (Tr.anquilhis) Rives the following 

hst of lost works bv Suetonius ; Ok the Greek Padima ; On 
the Roman Shoics and ConUds ; Ok the Roman Year ; On 
Critical Marks in Books ; On Cicero’s Republic, a rcidy to an 
attack by the Alexandrian grammarian, Didymus ; On ine 
Proper Names and Difjcreni Kinds of Garments, Shoes, and 
Other Articles of Wearing Apparel ; On U'or.L': of 111 Omen or 
Terms of Abuse and their Origin ,‘ On Rome and its .banners and 
Customs. In addition to these, we bear of the follovN-ing. also 
lost -. On Ofices of State ; On Bodily Defects ; On I'amoiis 
Courtesans ; On the- Kings (of Europe, Asia, and Afric.a) an 
Encyclopaedia called Pratum (^^^Gr. 'Xtipiev, meadow, mis- 
cellany) in 10 books, in which probably some in the first list 
were included. .Among them may be those .specially referring 
to Rome, unless they form part of a work of similar character 
called Roma. Some of these compositions were, no doubt, 
written in Greek, a language in which Suetonius like his 
imperial master was proficient. 

Suetonius cannot be regarded as ,an bisforian in the modem 
sense of the word ; in this capacity he is inferior to Tacitus 
and Dion Cassius. This is partly to be accounted for by the 
fact that the personality of the ruler bulked so largely in tlie 
public eye that the writer was un.able to take a coniprchcnstve 
view of the condition of the empire as a whole, and the his- 
torian was lost in the biographer. Criticisms arc few and far 
between, such as the discussion of the birthplace of Caligula 
(Cal. 8), or of the motives which led Augustus to appoint 
Tiberius his successor iu spite of his unfavourable opinion of 
him (Aug. 21). Important military', political, and constitu- 
tional matters are briefly handled ; wc are told little or nothing 
of prominent -igures such as Agrippa and Maecenas, while the 
imperial vices and debaucheries meet with full recognition. 
The last, indeed, are described in a matter-of-fact, almost 
indifferent, way ; there is nothing of the burning indignation 
of Tacitus, nor of the outspoken invectives of Juvenal. Like 
Dion Cassius, Suetonius is superstitious and shows a fondness 
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SUETONIUS 


A SUPPLEMENT TO THE BEGINNING 
OF GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR, DICTATOR 

The Julian lineage, as most men are persuaded, is descended 
from Ascanius lulus, the son of Aeneas by Creusa ; which 
lulus, after he had left Lavinium, built Long Alba wherein 
also he reigned. Others, grounding upon a more assured 
evidence, have thought it good to derive the same rather from 
lulus, the son of Ascanius. For when, after the death of this 
Ascanius, the kingdom of the Latins was devolved again ® upon 
Silvius the son of Aeneas and Layinia, the charge of religion and 
sacred ceremonies of the Latin and Trojan nation both re- 
mained yet still in the race and progeny of lulus, out of which 
are sprung the Julii. These Julii, with certain other most 
noble families of Latium, Tullus Hostilius, king of the Romans, 
after he had razed Alba, translated to Rome; and ranged 
among the nobility. Late it was ere they rose and mounted 
to high place of magistracy, but were reckoned almost in the 
last rank of the patricians of ancient nobility ; and of them 
the Julii bare the principal name. For C. Julius (son of 
Lucius), sumamed also lulus, was consul together with P. 
Pinarms Mamercinus Rufus, in the year after the foundation of 
Rome city 264® ; and seven years after*, his son®, with Q. 
Fabius Vibulanus (consul) the second time. Again, some 
space of time coming between, Vopisdus Julius, son of Gains 
and nephew of Lucius, bore the consulship with L. Aemilius 
Mamercinus ®, third time consul, in the year 280 I find like- 
wise, that in the year 302 ® Gains Julius, son of Gaius, and 
nephew of Lucius, was a decemvir for the enacting and penning 
of laws, and that in the former election of that magistracy ; 
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SUPPLEMENT TO GAIIJS JULIUS CAESAR 

as also that Gains Julius, .‘■on of Gaiu'. and ncpluvv o{ Gains, 
became consul with Marcus Gep.’uiu;, Maccrirms. in the jxar 
306*, and the relf-sanic man a v.'ouil time, with I.ncins 
Verginius Tricostus, in the year 31S ; and immediately in 

the year next following *>. a third time, with the fame Ver- 
ginius now twice consul. And tluK nu;ch for the Julii. I'or 
to rclicarse and collect all th*-m of that family, together with 
the honourable places of every on**, which were manyinnumlx-r 
and of sundry kinds, is not our purjK)* '* ; and I'tside;;, the thing 
itself is apparent and upon record in th*^ public registers. 

Moreover, I have observed in the Julum line a cert.ain 
lioi^ also of the Mentoncs ; and among thenr one G.iius 
Jdius, colleague in the consulship with T. Quintus Pennus 
Cincinnatus, in the 322nd yc-.ir after the foundation of the 
city. I tind likewise Gains Julius Deiiter to be macter of the 
horsemen, when Gains Claudius Crassiis Srdnnus Kegillensis 
was dictator, for to hold their solemn assembly of election, in 
the year ^05. Tlicrc were besides of these Julii others roing 
utider the namc_ of Lihones, and of the ;ame race one 
numphed ; to wat, Lucius Julius, son of I.udus and nephew 

consulate with Marcus Atilius 
Regulus. ,n the year ^SO^. But as touching Gaiiw Julias, 

'ilvercoin wiiu tUn • • • liands a piece of 

and 

an.ong ,hc an.iqniUe, ol R,™ 

''■ XVIE AGrD"“^'^’n ™b. Mil. bin 

IR AGR. Band. ADTR. IVD. Pontif. 

among treTuftcltaTn ATnaS 

Eprsaes (of CiceroTLd nal. 5 
of M. Caelius unto Cicero, there k 

of one L. Julius, son of Lucius, Por^p u 

■ Annalis, avhere the 



SUPPLEMENT TO GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR 

\'mting (as I suppose) is not very certain and dearly acknow- 
ledged. For Ijcsidcs tliat the better corrected copies call him 
Villius (for Julius), Luy also hath expressly and plainly 
written in his fortieth book, that one Lucius Villius, a tribune 
of the commons, made a law which provided and ordained, in 
what year of men's age they might sue for every kind of 
magistracy, and be capable thereof. WOiercupon unto that 
family was given this surname, to be called Annalcs. Thus far 
Livius. Hereunto may be added this moreover ; that the 
kindred Julia is reckoned in the tribe Fabia (and not Pomp* 
tina), as we have noted in the fortieth chapter of Augustus. I 
am of opinion therefore, that safer it is to account the Annalcs 
among the Villii, and not the Julii. But thus much hereof, 
by the way. and as it were passing by ; now proceed we to the 
rest. 

In tlie lineage Julia, then, there was a family also of the 
Caesars. But what the reason should be of that surname, it is 
not certainly known ; no more than who he was, that first bore 
the- said surname. For before Caesar the dictator, and his 
father and grandfather, there were Julii named Cacsarcs. As 
for example, he who (as Livy witnesseth in his 27th book) was 
in the second Punic war sent from the senate to Crispinus the 
consul, about the nomination of a dictator. As for the term 
Caesares, those usually the Roman tongue suniamcd so, who 
were bom, either by ripping their mother’s womb **, or with a 
bush of hair growng on their heads ”, or else grey-eyed **. Some 
add, moreover, the tale of an elephant slain in Africa, which 
the inhabitants there call caesar ; and upon that very cause 
this surname first befell unto Caesar the dictator's grandsirc. 
But Spartianus and Servius, the authors hereof, arc of the 
meanest credit and authority. For not his progeny alone of 
all the Julii had this surname, but many others besides of his 
house and kindred, both long before and also together with 
him. 

Consuls before Julius Caesar the dictator there were, 
Sext. Julius, son of Gains, nephew of Lucius, together with 
Lucius Aurelius Orestes, in the year after the foundation of 
Rome 596 ” : also Sext. Julius, son of Gains, nephew of Sextus, 
was colleague with L. Marcius Philippus in the beginning of 
the Social war in the year after the city’s foundation 662 and 

3 



SUPPLEMENT TO GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR 

in the next year after. Lucius Julius, son of Lucius and nephew 
of Lucius, bore the consulate with Pub. Rutilius Lupus. 
Neither before these were any of the Caesars renowned or 
advanced to the highest office of state Many years after, out 
of the same family, Lucius Caesar, son of Sextus and cousin- 
german to that C. Julius Caesar, who begat the dictator and 
attained only to the praetorship, who also died at Pisae with- 
out any evident siclmess, even as he did his shoes on in a 
morning, that L. Caesar, I say, came to be consul. 

Well, Caesar the dictator was bom at Rome (when Gains 
Marius and Lucius Valerius Flaccus were consuls) upon the 
fourth day before the ides of Quintilis, which month after his 
death was by virtue of the Antonian law called for that cause 
July. His bringing up he had with his mother Aurelia, 
daughter of Gaius Cotta, and his aunt by the father’s side 
Julia, the wife of Marius. Whereupon grew the love that he 
took (a patrician though he were) to the plebeian faction, and 
the hatred he bore to Sulla. The Greek and Latin tongue, the 
precepts also and mles of oratory, he learned of M. Antonius 
Gnipho, a Frenchman bom. Who, being of an excellent wit 
and singular memory, courteous besides in his behaviour and 
of a kind and gentle nature, taught the Greek and Latin 
grammar and rhetoric withal, first in the house of Gaius 
Caesar his father, afterwards in his o^vn ; and got mtich there- 
by, such was the bounty of his scholars, considering that he 
never compounded with them for any wages or reward. Now 
was this Caesar wondrous docible and apt to learn, yea, and 
framed naturally for eloquence. 

His Latin speech was trimly garnished (through domes- 
tic acquamtance) by his mother Aurelia, a woman that spoke 
the Roman tongue purely and elegantly : like as the 
Muciae, Laeliae, Comeliae, and other right 
honourable dames did, in whose families 
there arose orators of great name. 
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THE HISTORY OF 
GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR 
DICTATOR 

1. Caesar in the sixteenth year of his age lost his father » ; 
and in the year following’, being elected flamen Dialis he 
cast off Cossutia (a gentlewoman born, but very wealthy), 
affianced unto him during his childhood, and espoused Cor- 
nelia, the daughter of Cinna, four times consul, who bare unto 
him soon after his daughter Julia ; neither could he by any 
means be forced by Sulla the dictator to put her away*'. 
Wlicreupon, deprived of his sacerdotal dignity, losing the 
dowry in the right of his wife, and forfeiting all his heritages*’ 
descended unto him from his lineage and name, he was re- 
puted one of the contrary’ faction’, insomuch as he was con- 
strained to hide his head *, and, albeit the quartan ague hung 
sore upon him, to change almost cverj' night his starting- 
holes ’ wherein he lurked, yea, and to redeem himself with a 
piece of money out of the inquisitors’ hands that made search 
for him ®, until such time as, by the mediation of the religious 
Vestal virgins by the means also of Mamercus Aemilius and 
Aurelius Cotta, his near kinsfolk® and allied unto him, he 
obtained pardon. Certain it is that Sulla, when he liad denied 
a good while the request of those right worshipful persons and 
his singular good friends entreating in his behalf, and yet they 
persisted earnest suitors still for him, being thus importuned 
and at length overcome, broke forth aloud into these words, 
either in a divine prescience, or some pregnant conjecture, 
'' Go to ” (quotli he) '' my masters ; take him to you, since ye 
will needs have it so ; but know this withal, that he, whose life 
and safety ye so much desire, will one day be the overthrow of 
the nobles, whose side ye have maintained with me : for in 
this Caesar there be many Mariuses." 
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GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR 

2. The first time that Caesar served in the wars was in Asia, 
and that in the domestic retinue of Marcus Tfaermus the 
praetor 1 ; by whom being sent into BiUiynia for to levy a 
fleet, he made his abode with king Nicomedes, not rvithout a 
foul rumour raised that he prostituted his body to be abused 
by the king which rumour he augmented himself by coming 
again into Bithynia within few days, under a colour of calling 
for certain money, which should be due to a libertine* ” and 
client “ of his. The rest of his soldiery he carried with better 
fame and reputation ; and at the winning of Mytilenae Tbermus 
honoured him with a civic garland >>. 

3. He was a soldier also under Servilius Isauricus* in 
Cilicia, but it rvas not long; for upon certain intelligence 
given of Sulla his death, and the hope withal of the new dis- 
sension that was stirred and set on foot by M. Lepidus ®, he 
returned in all haste to Rome. And notwithstanding he was 
mightily solicited by many large ofiers and fair promises, yet 
forbare he to join in society with Lepidus, partly distrusting 
his nature, and in part doubting the present opportunity, 
which he found nothing answerable to his expectation. 

4. Howbeit, when that civil discord and sedition was 
appeased®, he judicially accused for e.xtortion* Cornelius 
Dolabella, a man who had been consul and triumphed. But 
seeing that the defendant was found unguilty and acquitted, 
he determined to retire himself unto the city of Rhodes, as 
well to decline* the hatred of the world*, as by occasion of 
that leisure and repose to learn the art of oratory' under 
Apollonius Molo a most renowned rhetorician in those days. 
As he crossed the seas thitherw'ard (being now winter-time*) 
his fortune was, about the isle Pharmacusa, to be taken by 
rovers, and with them he remained in custody (not without 
exceeding indignation*) for the space well-near of forty days, 
accompanied with one physician and two grooms of his 
chamber. For his companions and the rest of his servants ’ 
bdonging to his train, he had sent away® immediately at the 
very first to procure him money uith aU speed for his ransom. 
After this, upon the payment unto them of fifty talents ®, being 
set ashore, he delayed no time, but presently*® put his fleet to 
sea agam, embarked, and never gave over pursuing the said 
i-eates, until he had overtaken them; and no sooner were 
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they within his power but, as he oftentimes had threatened 
in mirth, he put them aU to death. Now while Mithridates 
wasted the countries next adjoining, because he would not 
be thought to sit stUl and do nothing in this dangerous and 
doubtful state of confederate nations and allies to the Romans, 
he left Rhodes, whither he had directly bent his course, 
gathered a power of auxiliary soldiers, expelled the governor 
tmder the king out of the province, and so kept the cities and 
states in their allegiance, which were wavering and at the point 
of revolt. 

6. In his military tribuneship ®, which was the first dignity 
after his retiun to Rome that befell rmto him by the voices 
and election of the people, he assisted with all his might those 
patrons of the commons ^ who stood out for the restitution of 
their tribunes’ authority, the force and strength whereof Sulla 
had abated. He effected moreover thus much, by virtue of an 
act proposed by Plotius* that L. Cinna, his wife's brother, 
and they who together with him in the time of the civil dis- 
cord abovesaid took part vnth. Lepidus, and after the consul’s® 
death fled unto Sertorius, might return safely into the city 
and enjoy their freedom. As touching which matter himself 
made an oration before the body of the people. 

6. Being quaestor i, he made, as the ancient manner was, 
funeral orations out of the public pulpit called Rostra, in the 
praise of Julia, his aunt by the father’s side and of his wife 
Cornelia, both late deceased. And in the commendation 
verily of his said aunt, speaking of the pedigree and descent by 
both sides, namely of herself and also of her father, he maketh 
report in these terms : " Mine aunt Julia ” (quoth he) " by 
her mother is lineally descended from kings, and by her father 
\mited with the race of the immortal gods : for from Ancus 
Marcius are derived the Marcii sumamed Reges, that is, kings, 
which name my mother was styled with ; and from Venus the 
Julii draw their original, of which house and name is our 
family. So then in this stock there concur and meet together, 
as well the sanctity and sacred majesty of kings, who among 
men are most powerful, as the religious ceremonies and service 
of the gods, in whose power kings themselves are.” In the 
place of Cornelia departed, he wedded Pompeia, daughter of 
Q. Pompeius, and niece to L. Sulla. But her afterward he 
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divorced, suspecting that she had been naught* with P. 
Clodius, of whom there went so constant a report abroad, how 
at the celebration of certain public divine ceremonies he, being 
disguised in woman's apparel, had nccass secretly unto her, 
that the senate by decree directed a commission to justices 
inquisitors, for to sit upon the pollution of those sacred rites 
and mysteries*. 

7. Dumg his quaestorship. it fell unto him by lot to 
execute Ms office in the farther pro\'incc of Spain where, 
whenas by the commandment of the lord-praetor* he rode his 
circuit to keep the assizes*, and came to Gades, beholding 
advTsedly the image or portrait of Alexander Uie Great in the 
temple of Hercules there, at the sight thereof he fetched a 
deep sigh ; yea, and as one displeased and irked with his own 
sloMuIness, in that he had performed yet no memorable act 
at those years*, wherein Alexander had conquered the whole 
^orld, he presently made earnest suit for his disdiarge and 
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diargcs of these soleninilies v.-i-re iu cominon tiy them 
both, yet he alone went away with all Ihf lumour nnd tfi.anks 
thereof ; neither did M. Bibnlu«« his colhagtie disK-mble the 
matter, but utter as much, whf n he said that the same Ixifdl 
unto liim whicli befell unto Pollux : " For like ns " (quoth he) 
" tlic temple erected in the common market -phi co of Rome tmlo 
both the twin-brethren * beareth the uarne of Castor rsloiii-, cve-n 
so my munificence in cxjrcnse and Cat v.r's together in setting 
out these games and plays gocth undi’r the name of Caesar 
only.” Caesar over and above di<d cxliiliit another fhow of 
s^vord-figllt even at the sh.arpe*, but he brought into the place 
fewer couples of champions by a grxtd many than hr, purp<» 5 ed * ; 
for, buying up (as he did) such a sort of fcricctr. frorn all parts 
out of every school, and putting hi-; adveraries of the other 
faction in great affright thereby, he g;uT occasion unto the 
State to prodde, by a special act in that lu-h.alf, for u cfrl.ain 
set number of sword-players, above which no njan might 
retam any at Rome. 
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seditious tribuneship of L. Satuminus : and being by lot 
chosen a judge delegate ^ to pass sentence on the prisoner, so 
willing he was to condemn him that, when Rabirius appealed 
imto the people nothing did him so much good as the rigour 
of the judge®. 

13. Having laid aside all hope of the aforesaid province he 
stood to be the highest priest, not without excessive and most 
lavish largesse. Wherein, considering how deeply he engaged 
himself in debt, the same morning that he was to go unto the 
assembly for the election, when his mother kissed him he told 
her (by report) aforehand, that he would never return home but 
pontiff. And so far overweighed he two most mighty com- 
petitors who otherwise for age and dignity much outwent 
him, that in their own tribes he alone carried more voices than 
both of them in all throughout ®. 

14. Being created praetor*, whenas the conspiracy of 
Catiline was detected, and all the senate generally awarded no 
lighter punishment than death ® for as many as were parties and 
accessory in that action, he only gave his sentence : that their 
goods should be confiscate, and thOmselves put into several 
free cities and boroughs under the people of Rome, and there 
to be kept in ward ; and furthermore he put them in so great 
a fright that gave sharper censure (intimating eft-soons and 
setting before their eyes the exceeding great hatred of the 
Roman commimalty, which in time to come they should incur) 
that Decimus Silanus, consul elect, was not abashed nor un- 
vriUing to mollify his own award®, with a gentle exposition 
(because it had been a shame to alter it and eat his own words) 
as if it had been taken and construed in a harder sense than 
he meant it. And verily prevailed he had and gone clear away 
with it (for many there were already drawn to his side, and 
among the rest Cicero^, the consul's® brother), but that a 
speech made by M. Cato emboldened the whole house, and 
confirmed all the senators in their former sentence, who now 
were at the point to 5 deld imto him. And yet for all this he 
ceased not to hinder their proceedings, imtil such time as a 
troop of Roman knights, who stood round about the place in 
arms for guard and defence *, threatened to dispatch him out 
of the way, in case he continued still in his obstinate con- 
tumacy, holding and shaking their drawn swords so near rmto 
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him, as that his next fellows forsook him ns iic sal wth tliem, 
and very few, taking him in their arm? ami jsulting their 
gowns between’, hardly and with iintch ado saved Iiitn from 
violence. Then was he sc.ircd indeed, insomucli as he not 
only condescended unto them, but also for the rest of (hat j’car * 
forbore to come into the scn.atc-hou?e. 

15. Tlie very first day of Ids practor«.hip. he convented 
[summoned] Q. Catulus Ixiforc the body of the people to receive 
their order upon a matter to be difcusjcd by tliem ®, a.s touching 
re-edification of the Capitol, having withal proinulged a law 
by virtue whereof he transferred the charge of thar work unto 
another’. But not able to match the nobles and better sort 
nor to make his part good with them drawing in one line’, as 
they did, whom he saw in grc.at frequency to ntn by heaps 
together, so fully bent to m.ake rcsi.stancc, tlmt presently tlmy 
left their officious’ attcnd.ancc upon the new consuls ^ lie gave 
over tins action. 


16. But whereas CaecUius Mctcllus’, :i tribune of the com- 
mons. proposed most turbulent and seditious law.s, malgnS his 
opposition, },c showed liimsdf a stout 
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17. He fell again into another new trouble and danger, 
being called into question as one of Catiline’s conspiracy, both 
before the quaestor Novius Niger in his house, and that by 
L. Vettius who impeached him ; and also in the senate, by 
[Q.] Curius, unto whom, for that he detected first the plots 
and designs of the conspirators, were rewards appointed by the 
State. Curius deposed that he knew so much by Catiline, and 
Vettius promised to bring forth even his own handwriting 
which he gave unto Catiline. But this was such an indignity 
as Caesar in nowise thought tolerable ; whereupon, craving 
the testimony of Cicero, by which he proved that himself 
merely of his own accord had given some information unto him 
of the said conspiracy, he prevailed so much that Curius went 
without those rewards. As for Vettius, after his goods were 
arrested and stresses taken his household stuff rifled, himself 
evil entreated, beaten, and in the open assembly of the 
multitude even before the Rostra well-near pulled in pieces, 
him he clapt up in prison. After the same sort he served 
Novius the quaestor, because he suffered him, a superior 
magistrate of state “, to be accused and defamed in his 
house. 

18. After this praetorship of his having the government of 
the farther province in Spain allotted imto him, he took order® 
with his creditors, that were in hand to stay him, by the means 
of certain sureties “ who came in and undertook for him ; and 
before the governors of the provinces were disposed of by the 
State, with commissions sealed for their jurisdiction and other 
affairs, with allowance and furniture also set out for them 
accordingly, he, contrary to all right and custom, put himself in 
his journey. Were it for fear of some judicM proceeding 
intended against him whiles he was a private person, or be- 
cause he might more speedily succour the allies of the Romans, 
who craved help, it is imcertain. Well, when he had settled 
the province in peace, he made as great haste to be gone ; and 
not expecting a successor he departed, as well to ride in triumph 
as to take upon him the consulship. But after the writs and 
proclamations were out for the great assembly to election (of 
consuls), when he might not be pricked nor propounded 
(consul) unless he entered the city in quality of a private 
citizen, and many withstood him®, labouring as he did to be 
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du^ensed with for the laws, forced he was, for fear of being put 
by‘ the consulship, to forgo his triumph 

10. Of the two competitors with him for the consulship, to 
wit, L. Lucceius and M. Bibulus, he made choice of Lucccius 
to be his companion in office, upon this compact and condi- 
tion that, since he was a man not so gracious, but better 
monied than himself, he should of his own purse pronounce 
in the name of both, and promise to deal mone 3 fs among the 
centuries*. Which device being known, the nobles^ and 
great men, who were afraid that, being once a sovereign 
magistrate *, and having a colleague ready at his beck to agree 
and consent with him, he would both dare and do any thing, 
persuaded with Bibulus to make promise of as great a donation 
as the other did, and the most part of them contributed their 
moneys thereunto. Yea, Cato himself verily was not against 
It. hut smd this largesse stood with the good of the weal 
public. Hereupon created consul he was with Bibulus. For 
nobles and principal persons of the 
^®"suls for this year following should 
< the provinces t and commissions of least affair and im- 
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L. Lucullus stoutly withstood his doings, he put him into so 
great a fear of sundry actions and criminations, that he was 
glad to come and fall down before him at his knees. When 
Cicero, pleading upon a time in court, had lamented the woeful 
state of those times, the very same day, at the ninth hour 
thereof ”, he brought P. Clodius his enemy to be adopted into 
the house and name of a commoner, one who long before had 
laboured in vain to go from the nobles and be incorporate 
among the commons. Last of all, it is credibly reported that 
he induced by rewards, against all those in general of the con- 
trary faction, an impeachcr ** to profess that he was solicited 
by some for to murder Pompcy ; who, being produced forth 
by him before the body of the people, nominated (as he had 
instructions, and as it was agreed between them afore) those 
that set him a-work. But when one or two of them were 
named to no purpose, nor without pregnant suspicion of some 
fraudulent practice, he, despairing the good success of so rash 
and inconsiderate a project, poisoned the party whom he had 
suborned ”, and made him away for telling any more tales. 

Calpumia, the 

aughter of L. Piso, who was to succeed him in the consulate, 
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whereof he grew so haughty and proud, that he could not hold 
and temper himself, but after some few days made his boast in 
a frequent® senate-house, that he had gotten now what he 
desired, in despite of his adversaries and full sore against their 
wills, and therefore from that time forward would insult upon 
all their heads ® ; whereupon, when one by way of reproach 
denied that, and said that it was no easy matter for a woman 
so to do, he answered again, as it were alluding merrily to 
another sense, that even in Assyria there some time reigned 
queen Semiramis, and that the women named Amazons ^ held 
in times past a great part of Asia in subjection. 

23. When he had borne his consulship, C. Memmius and L. 
Domitius, praetors for the time being, put to question his acts 
passed the former year* ; whereupon he referred the examina- 
tion and censure thereof unto the body of the senate, but seeing 
they would not undertake the thing, after three days spent to 
no purpose in vain brables® and altercations, he departed into 
his province. And immediately his quaestor®, for to preju- 
dice him was drawn into trouble and indicted upon certain 
crimes. Within a while himself also was brought judicially to 
his trial and accused by L. Antistius, a tribune of the commons ; 
but, by appealing unto the college of the tribimes, he prevailed 
through their favour thus much (in regard of his absence about 
the affairs of commonweal) that he should not be liable to the 
accusation. For his better security therefore against future 
times, he travailed much to oblige and make beholden tmto 
him the magistrates every year ; and, of those competitors 
who sued for any honourable office, to help or suffer none other 
to come unto the place, but such as covenanted with him, and 
rmdertook to defend and maintain him in his absence*. For 
assurance of which their covenant, he stuck not to require of 
some an oath, yea, and a bill® of their own hands. 

24. But when L. Domitius, a candidate for the consulship “, 
threatened openly that, were he once consul, he would effect 
that which he could not while he was praetor, yea, and take 
from him his armies, he made means to draw Crassus and 
Pompey rmto Luca, a city within his province ; with whom he 
dealt effectually that, for to give Domitius the repulse, they 
should both sue for themselves to be consuls the second time, 
and also labour that his government might be prorogued or 
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continued for live years longer ; and he effected both. Upon 
this confidence he presumed to assume unto those legions, 
which he had received from the State, others beside, main- 
tained partly at the city's charges, and in part with his owm 
private purse. And one legion above the rest, enrolled from 
out of the countries beyond the Alps, he termed by a French 
word, for named it was Alauda^. WTiich, being trained in 
militery discipline, armed also and set out after the Roman 
fashion, he afterwards enfranchised throughout and made free 
of Rome. Neither from this time forward forbare he any occa- 
sion of war, were it never so unjust or dangerous, picking 
quarrels as well with confederate nations as those that were 


enemies, savage and barbarous, whom he’ provoked to take 
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Titurius and Aurunculeius his lieutenants were forelaid * by an 
ambush and put to the sword. 

26. Within the compass of which very same time, he lost 
by death, first, his mother^, then his daughter Julia, and not 
long after his niece - by the said daughter. And in this mean- 
while, the commonwealth being much troubled and astonied 
at the murder of Clodius when the senate thought good there 
should be but one consul created, namely, Pompey, he dealt 
with the tribunes of the commons (who intended that he 
should be the colleague in office with Pompey) to propose this 
rather unto the people : that they would grant leave unto him 
in his absence, whensoever the term of his government drew 
toward an end, to sue for his second consulship, because he 
might not be constrained upon that occasion, and whiles the 
war was yet unfinished, to depart out of his province. Which 
when he had once obtained at their hands, reaching now at 
higher matters and full of hopes, there was no kind of largesse, 
no manner of dutiful office, either in public to the whole city or 
privately unto any person, that he omitted and left undone. 
His forum or stately hall he began to build with the money 
raised of the spoils gotten in wars ; the very plot of ground 
whereon it should stand cost him milUcs sesterihm “ and 
above*. He pronounced also a solemn sword-fight and feast 
unto the people in the honour and memorial of his daughter, 
a thing that never any man did before him. And to cause an 
expectation of these solemnities in the highest degree, the 
viands and whatsoever pertained unto the feast, albeit he had 
agreed wth butchers and victuallers for the same at a certain 
price, he provided nevertheless by his household servants. All 
the notable and well-known sword-players, when and whereso- 
ever they fought so as, upon the mislike and displeasure of the 
beholders, they were in danger to be killed in the place at their 
commandment, he took order [i8] and charged they should be 
had away by force and reserved for himself. As for new 
fencers and young beginners, he trained them neither in any 
public school, nor under professed masters of that faculty, but 
at home in private houses, by gentlemen of Rome ®, yea, and 
senators also, such as were skilful in their weapon and in feats 
of arms, praying and beseeching them earnestly (as appeareth 
in his epistles unto them) to take the charge of every one 
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severally, and to have a special care to instruct each one, and 
give them rules in their exercises. Tlie legionary soldiers’ pay 
in money he doubled for ever. And so often as there was 
plenty of com, he gave them their allowance of it without 
stint and measure, and otherwhile he bestowed upon every 
one a slave or bondservant, yea, and possessions by the 
poll'. 

27. Moreover, to retain stUl the bond of acquaintance, 
afSmty, and good-will of Pompey, Octavia, his sister’s niece 
wedded unto C. MarceUus, he affianced and made sure unto 
him , but withal he craved his daughter to wife, promised in 
marriage before unto Faustus Sulla. Having thus obliged and 
brought to his devotion all those about him, yea, and the 
greater number of senators, by crediting out his money xmto 
them either gratis, or upon a slight consideration, those also 
of other sorts and degrees, either invited kindly by himself or 
resortmg unto him of their o%vn accord, he gratified TOth a most 
magnificent and bounteous congiaTy\ The freedmen be- 
sides, yea, and the servants and pages belonging to every one. 

m^ter tasted of.his liberahty. Moreover, there was not a 
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whereto this might tend, at last M. Claudius Marcellus the 
consul, after a preface and preamble made to his edict, namely, 
that he would speak as touching the main point of the common- 
weal, proposed unto the senate that, forasmuch as the war was 
now ended and peace abroad established, there might be one 
sent to succeed him, before his time was fully expired ; also, 
that the victorious army ought of right to be dismissed and 
have their discharge from warfare ; item, that in the high 
court and assembly for the consuls’ election, his name should 
not be propounded, considering Pompey afterwards had 
annulled that act of the people » (by virtue whereof it was 
granted that he might be chosen consul in his absence). Now 
it had fallen out so, that he, making a law as touching the right 
of magistrates, in that chapter and branch thereof, wherein he 
disabled those who were absent for being capable of honours 
and dignities, forgat to except Caesar ; and soon after, when 
the said law was once engrossed and engraven in brass, and so 
laid up in the treasury, corrected his error and oversight. 
Neither was Marcellus content to deprive Caesar of his pro- 
vinces, and to put him by [i8] the privilege of a former act 
passed in especial favour of him, but he made a motion more- 
over, that those inhabitants, whom by the Vatinian law Caesar 
had planted in the colony of Novum Comum, should lose the 
freedom which they had as citizens of Rome ; for that this 
prerogative of theirs had been granted by ambitious means, 
and beyond that prescript niimber which was appointed and 
warranted by the decree in that behalf. 

29. Caesar, highly displeased and troubled at these pro- 
ceedings, and judging it (as he was heard by report many times 
to give out) a harder matter for him, a principal man of the 
city, to be deposed and thrust down from the highest and first 
place of degree into the second, then from the second into the 
lowest and last of all, wthstood him with all his might and 
power, partly by the opposition and negative voice of the 
tribunes, and in part by Servius Sulpicius the other consul. 
Also, in the year following, when C. Marcellus, who succeeded 
his cousin-german by the father’s side, Marcus, in the consul- 
ship, assayed to bring the same about, he bribed and made sure 
unto him, with a mighty sum of money, Aemilius Paulus, 
companion with him in office, and C. Curio b a most violent 
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an oath, that no sooner should he and his army be parted, but 
he would judicially call his name in question and bring him to 
his answer ; also, for that it was commonly spoken abroad that, 
if he returned once in quality of a private person, he should 
after the example of Milo plead before the judges, with a guard 
of armed men about the court and tribunal. And this seemeth 
to be more probable by that which Asinius PoUio writeth, who 
reporteth that, in the battle of Pharsalus, when he beheld his 
adversaries before his face, slain and put to flight, he uttered 
this speech word for word : “ Lo ! this was their own doing ; 
this would they needs have, and I, Gains Caesar, after so many 
worthy exploits achieved should have been a condemned man, 
had I not craved help of mine army.” Some are of opinion 
that, being so long inured and acquainted with sovereign com- 
mand, and weighing his own puissance and the power of his 
enemies in balance one against the other, [he] took the occasion 
and opportunity to usurp that absolute dominion, which in the 
very prime of his years he aspired imto ; and of his mind it 
seemeth Cicero was, who in his third book of Duties ^ writeth 
that Caesar had always in his mouth these verses of Euripides * : 

ElVep ycLp aSiKetf xpi}, rvpayvlSos vipi 
KdXXtoToi' d5(K«Ti', riXXa 6’ eiorepcTv 

Which Cicero himself translated thus : 

Nam si violandum esl jus, [regnaudi] gratia 
Violandtim est ; aliis rebus pietatem colas. 

For if thou must do wrong by breach. 

Of laws, of right and equity, 

’Tis best tliereby a crown to reach. 

In all things else keep piety. 

31. When word therefore was brought unto him, that the 
tribunes’ inhibition and negative voice was put down, and 
themselves departed out of the city, having immediately sent 
before certain cohorts privily, because no suspicion might 
arise, he dissembled the matter, and was present in person to 
behold a public game, viewed and considered the plotform^ 
according to which he was about to buM a school of sword- 
fencers, and according to his usual manner gave himself to 
feast and banquet often. After this presently, upon the sun- 
setting, he took up certain mules from the next baker’s mill- 
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house, set them in their gears to his wagon, and as closclj"' 
as possibl}’ he could with a small retinue and company about 
him put himself in hLs journey ; and when, by reason that tlic 
lights were gone out. he had lost liis way, after fx; had wandered 
a long time, at the length meeting v;ith a guide by that lime 
it was day, he passed on foot through most narrow cross-lanes 
and by-paths until he rccos'crcd the right wav again. Now 
when he had once overtaken his cohorts at thc'river Rubicon, 
which tyas the utmost bound of his jwovince, ho rested and 
stood still a little while ; then casting in his mind, how great an 
enterprise he went in hand with, he turned unto them that 
were next unto him and said : " As yet, my masters, wc'may 
well return back ; but pass we once over this little bridge, 
there will be no dealing but by force of arms and dint of sword." 
32. As he thus stayed and stood doubtful what to do a 

ordinary- him a certain man of an o.vtra- 

wifh a “v l>nrd by and piping 

on, auoth tin ■' T-. '-oesar . Let us march 

injurious dealings of o^° of the god.s and the 

33 AnH *1 u '■ "’J'at will of it." 

joined wth thc^ tribM«Tnh?c'”^ 
e.xpulsion out of the dtv u- ommons. who, upon their 
frequent [ 22 ] assembi? wbh •''"d in a full and 

gannent down the bi^st rending his 

assistance of his soldiers. It f f'^o faithful help and 

unto everj' one of them'a kniehr'^i^— Promised 
a vain and false pemuasion upon 

hortation unto them, he showed'^ " j" spocch and ex- 
of his left hand* and therm •*1'^'''^'^ ring-finger 

the satisfaction a;d contend , for 

he should maintain his honT" 

pluck the ring iToffT 

g from off his ou-n finger ^ those that 
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stood hindmost in the assembly, who might better see than 
hear him speak, took that for spoken which they imagined by 
bare sight, and so the speech went for current, that he promised 
them the dignity of wearing the ring of gold together wth 
400,000 sesterces 

34 . The order, preceding a final complement ^ of those acts, 
which from thenceforth he achieved, summarily goeth in this 
manner. He seized into his hands and held Picenum, Umbria, 
and Etruria. L. Domitius, who in a factious tumult was 
nominated to be his successor and kept Corfinium with a 
garrison, he subdued and forced to yield ; and when he had 
dismissed him, he marched along the coast of the Adriatic sea ~ 
to Brundisium, whither the consuls and Pompey were fled, 
intending with all speed to cross the narrow seas ; whose 
passage after he had assayed by all manner of lets to hinder and 
stop (but in vain), he turned his journey and took the way 
directly to Rome. And when he had courteously moved the 
senators to give him meeting in the senate-house, there to 
treat and consult as touching the state of the commonweal, he 
set upon the most puissant forces of Pompey, which were in 
Spain under the conduct of three lieutenants, M. Petreius, L. 
Afranius, and M. Varro ; having given out before among his 
friends and openly professed, that he was going to an army 
without a captain and would return from thence to a captain 
without an army *>. And albeit the besieging of Massilia, 
which city in his journey forward had shut the gates against 
him, and exceeding scarcity of corn and victuals was some 
impeachment ® and stay unto him, yet within a short time he 
overcame and subdued all. 

35 . From hence having returned to the city of Rome again 
and passed over into Macedonia, after he had held Pompey 
besieged for the space well-near of four months, and that 
within most mighty trenches and strong rampiers^, he dis- 
comfited [him] at the last in the Pharsalian battle and put him 
to flight ; and, following him hotly in chase as he fled to 
Alexandria, so soon as he understood that he was slain, and 
perceived likewise that king Ptolemy laid wait for his own 
person also, he warred upon him ; which, to say a truth, was a 
most difficult and dangerous piece of work, by reason that he 
managed it, neither in place indifferent nor time convenient, 
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but in the very winter season, and within the walls of a most 
wealthy and politic enemy, being himself in distress and want 
of all thmgs, and unprovided besides to light. Having 
achieved the victory, he granted the kingdom of Egypt unto 
Cleopatra and her younger brother, fearing to reduce it into 
the form of a province, lest at any time, being governed under 
some lord-president of a more stirring spirit and violent nature 
than others, it might give occasion and yield matter of re- 
belhon. From Alexandria he went over into Syria, and so 
rom thence mto Pontus, upon the urgent news as touching 

he was the son of the 
and civil xva opportunity of the troubles 

himself ore Romans, made war, yea, and now bare 

presumptuous and overbold for his manifold victories 

Sd £ ^ thither, 

win his nritirJr, 1 , ^ “ Rompey, whose hap it was to 

the relics of that side in Af ■ f Juba*, repairing 
Spain. the children of Pompey in 

but'by - overthrow 

Africa; C. Antonius vi>W “ 

enemies in lUyricum • P DoI h his 

his fleet, and Cn DomV lUyricum lost 

Himself CgM 4 ?atHer. “ ^^ootus. 

was so much as in anv h t°rtunately and never 

Hyrrachium, where beinn before 

he saw that Pompey foUowSTt 

ihat he knew not how to ™ chase, he said of him, 

Spain, at the last battle ^ ^ctory ; a second time, in 
in great despair, he was of mfnr" time, being 

37. Having finished all killed himseE. 

to "nt. when he had vanouisli ™ hve triumphs : 

the same month, but Sain^n'^ ^n one and 

after he had overcome tWm?'" '’f = ""d once again, 

then foUowed the Alexl^ri that over Gaul ; 

0 . after it the Pontic ; next 
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thereunto the African ; and last of all the Spanish, every one 
set out diverselj', with variety of ordinance, provision, and 
furniture. On the day of his Gallic triumph, as he rode along 
the Vclabrum he had' like to have been shaken out of his 
chariot, b}? reason that the axle-tree broke. He mounted up 
into the Capitol by torchlight, having forty elephants on his 
right hand and left, bearing branches * and candlesticks. In 
his Pontic triumph, among the pageants and shows of that 
pomp*, he caused to be carried before him the title and super- 
scription of these three words, Veni, xndi, vici, I came, I saw, 
I conquered ; signifying, not the acts adiicved by war, as 
other conquerors, but noting his expedition in dispatching the 
war. 

38 . Throughout the legions of old soldiers, he gave, in the 
name of pillage, unto every footman (over and above the 2000 
sesterces ^ which he had paid at the beginning of the civil 
tumult) 4000 sesterces ‘ and to the horsemen 24,000 apiece * <=. 
He assigned lands also unto them, but not lying all together, 
because none of the owners should be thrust out of their 
livings. Among the people of Rome, beside ten modii*' of 
corn and as many pints of oil ®, he distributed and dealt 300 
sesterces * also by the poll [26J, which he had in times past 
promised, with an overdeal* of 100 « apiece to boot, for time^ 
He remitted moreover one year’s house rent unto all tenants in 
Rome, if it amounted to 2000 sesterces and not above : but 
to those in Italy, if the said rent exceeded not 500*. Further- 
more, he made them a general great feast, and distributed a 
dole of raw flesh *, yea, and after Ins victory' in Spain he gave 
them two dinners ; for, deeming the former of them to have 
been made niggardly and not beseeming his liberality, he 
bestowed upon them, five days after, another, and in most large 
and plenteous manner. 

39 . He exhibited shows of sundry sorts, as namely, a sword- 
fight of fencers at sharpe [10] ; he set forth stage-plays like- 
wise in several quarters and regions “ of the city throughout, 
and those verily acted by players in all languages * ; sem- 
blably *, the solemn games in the circus he showed ; and 
brought forth champions also to perform their devoir, and 
represented a naval fight. At the said solemnity of sword- 
players, there fought to the uttrance® in the market-place of 
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Rome, Furius Leptinus, descended from the race of praetors, 
and [Q.] Calpenus, one who had been sometime a seiiator and a 
pleader of causes at the bar. There danced the pyrrhic ® war- 
like dance the children of the princes and potentates of Asia and 
Bithynia. During the stage-plays aforesaid D. Laberius a 
gentleman of Rome, acted his own poem or interlude ; for 
which, being rewarded with 500,000 sesterces and a ring of 
gold, he passed directly from the stage by the orchestra ® to 
take up his place among the knights in the fourteen foremost 
seats. At the games in the circus, against which the circus was 
enlarged on both sides and moated round about, there drove 
the steeds drawing chariots four and two together, yea, and 
mounted the vaunting* horses from one to another, the 
greatest gallants and bravest young gentlemen of the nobility. 
The warlike Trojan game ' was performed by a twofold troop 
of greater boys and less. The hunting or baiting of wild beasts 
was presented five days together. And, the last day of all, 
there was a fight between two battles* of 500 footmen, 20 
elephants, and 30 horsemen on a side, put to skirmish one 
against the other. For, to the end that they might have more 
scope to bicker together, the goals ^ were taken up and re- 
moved, but instead of them were pitched two camps con- 
fronting one another. As for the champions '■ abovesaid, they, 
having a place for to exercise their feats of activity set out and 
built for the present time, strove for the prize or best game 
three days together in the region of the Campus Martius. To 
set out the naumachia or naval battle, there was a place digged 
for a great pool, in the smaller Codeta ' ; wherein certain 
galleys as well with two ranks of oars as with three, the ships of 
T5o:e also and of Egypt encountered, being manned with a 
great number of fighting men. To behold these sights and 
shows, such a number of people resorted from all parts, as 
most of the strangers, either within the streets of the city or in 
the highways without, were fain to abide within booths pitched 
of purpose , yea, and oftentimes very many were in the press 
crowded and crushed to death, among whom were two senators. 

40. Turning after this to set the state of the commonweal in 
good order, he reformed the calendar, which long since, through 
e pr ates default, by their liberty of interlacing months and 
days at their pleasure, was so confused, that neither the 
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festival holidays of harvest fell out in summer, nor those of the 
vintage in autumn. And he framed the whole year just unto 
the course of the sun, that it should contain 365 days, and, by 
abolishing tlie leap-month, one day every fourth year might be 
inserted between Now, to the end that the computation of 
the times to come might from the new kalends of January 
agree the better, between November and December he put two 
other months ; so as that year, wherein all this was ordained, 
had fifteen months, reckoning the ordinary interlaced month, 
which b}' course and custom fell just upon the said year. 

41 . He made up tlie full number of the senators and chose 
unto that place new patricians* The number of praetors, 
aedhes, quaestors, and of other inferior magistrates he aug- 
mented t!. Such as were displaced and put dowm by virtue of 
the censor's office, or othenv-ise by sentence of the judges con- 
demned for unlawful bribery and suing indirectly for any. 
office, he restored to their former rooms. In the election of 
magistrates he parted with the people thus far forth ; as * 
(excepting tlie competitors of the consulship) for all the number 
besides of candidates, the one half should be declared those 
whom the people were disposed to propound, the other half, 
such as himself would nominate. \Vliich nomination passed 
by certain bills sent about unto the tribes, in a brief kind of 
^vrit, after this manner : " Caesar dictator unto this or that 
tribe greeting. I commend unto you such an one and such an 
one, that by virtue of your voices and suffrages they may have 
and hold tlie dignity they sue for.” He admitted unto honour- 
able places the children of those who had been prescript and 
outlawed®. He reduced all judgments unto two sorts of 
judges, namely, of the knight’s degree and the senators ; as for 
the tribunes of the treasury or chamber of the city, which had 
been the third, he utterly abolished [them]*. The general 
survey and numbering of the people he held neither after the 
accustomed mjmner*' nor in the usual place, but street by 
street, and that by the landlords and owners of messuages and 
tenements standing together®; and whereas® 3,020,000 
citizens received allowance of com from the State ®, he brought 
and reduced them to the number of 150,000. And to the end 
that no new conventicles and riots at any time might arise 
about this review, he ordained that every year, in the place of 
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those that were deceased, the praetor should make a new 
supply and choice by casting lots, out of such as had not been 
reckoned and enrolled in the former survey. 

42 . Moreover, whenas to the number of 80,000 Roman 
citizens were bestowed in sundry colonies beyond the sea, he 
made a law for the more frequent inhabiting of the city of 
Rome, thus exhausted and dispeopled : that no citizen above 
20 years of age, and under 40 (unless he were a sworn soldier 
to the State », and so bound by his oath) should remain 
out of Italy above three years together ; item, that no senator's 
son, except he lodged within the house or pavilion, or belonged 
to the familiar train of a chief magistrate should travel forth 
of Italy ; item, that no graziers should keep and retain fewer 
than a third part of freeborn young men, among the keepers 
of their cattle. All professors of phj'sic at Rome and teachers 
of the hberal arts, he enfranchised citizens, that both they 
themselves might more willingly dwell in the city, and others 
beside desire there to inhabit. As touching money lent out, 
when he had quite put down the expectation of cancelling 
debts ® (a thing that was often nmved^), he decreed at length : 
that all debtors should satisfy their creditors in this manner ; 
namely, by an estimate made of their possessions, according to 
the worth and value as they purchased them before the civil 
war, deducting out of the principal whatsoever had been paid 
or set down in the obligations for the use ; by which condition 
the fourth part well-near of the money credited forth was lost. 
All the societies and colleges, saving those that were of ancient 
foundation, he dissolved. The penalties of heinous crimes he 
augmented ; and whereas the rich and wealthier sort fell to 
wickedness so m ' -h the sooner, because they went into banish- 
rnent and saved their whole patrimonies and estates, parri- 
cides « therefore and wilful murderers (as Cicero writeth^) he 
deprived of aU their goods ; other manslayers besides he fined 
with the loss of one half. 

43 . He ministered jxistice and decided matters in law most 
painfully and with passing great severity. Such as were 
attaint and convict of extortion » he removed even from their 
senator's place and degree. He broke the marriage of a man 
Aat had been praetor, marrying a wife presently after t\vo 
days that she was divorced and went from a former husband, 
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albeit there was no suspicion at all of adultery and naughti- 
ness [6]. He ordained customs and imposts of foreign mer- 
chandise. The use of litters, likewise the wearing of purple 
clothes^ and of pearl he took away, saving only in certain 
persons and ages, and upon special days. Tlie sumptuary 
law *■, to repress excessive cost in fare, he executed most of any 
other ; and for this purpose, he. set certain watchmen and 
warders in sundry places about the shambles and markets 
where victuals were sold, to Jay hold upon all cates and viands 
contrary to the prescript rule of the law in that behalf, and to 
bring the same unto him. Othcrwhiles also, he sent secretly 
his own officers and soldiers, to fetch away such meats out 
of the very dining-parlours and banqueting-rooms, even when 
they were set upon the board, if happily ~ they had any way 
escaped the hands of the aforesaid warders. 

44. Now, as concerning his purpose to adorn and beautify 
the city of Rome with gallant works, as also to maintain and 
amplify the empire, he had more matters in his head and 
greater every day than other. Principally his intent and 
meaning was, to build so stately a temple in the honour of 
Mars, as the like was nowhere to be seen, having filled up and 
laid level that huge pit, wherein he had exhibited the show of a 
naval battle ; and also to erect an exceeding great theatre, 
fast adjoining to the Tarpeian mount ; item, to reduce the 
whole corpus of the civil law to a certain mean and mediocrity, 
and out of that huge and diffused number of laws, to choose out 
the best and necessary points, and those to bring into as few 
volumes as possibly might be ; item, to erect publicly the 
greatest libraries that he could, as well of Greek as Latin 
authors, committing unto M. Varro “ the charge both to pro- 
vide the said books, and also to digest and place them in 
order ; item, to lay the meres and fenny plashes Pomptinae^ 
dry ; to draw and let forth the lake Fucinus ; to make a 
causey ® or highway from the Adriatic sea, by the ridge or side 
of the Apennine hill, as far as to the river Tiber, and to dig 
through the isthmus ; moreover, to bridle the Daci ®, who had 
invaded Pontus and Thracia ; and soon after to make war 
upon the Parthians by the way of Armenia the less, but not 
to give them battle before he had made trial of them Amid 
these purposes and designs death prevented him. Concerning 
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which before I enter into speech, it shall not be impertinent to 
deliver smnmarily those points which concern the shape, 
feature, and proportion of his body ; his habit and apparel ; 
his fashions and behaviour ; and withal what may touch both 
his civil and also his martial affairs. 

45. Of stature he is reported to have been tall ; of com- 
plexion white and clear ; with limbs well-trussed ^ and in good 
plight ; somewhat full-faced ; his eyes black, lively, and quick ; 
also very healthful, saving that in his latter days he was given 
to faint and s\voon suddenly ; yea, and as he dreamed, to start 
and be affnghted ; twice also, in the midst of his martial 


affairs he was surprised with the falling sickness About 
the trimming of his body he was over-curious * : so as he would 
not only be netted ^ and shaven very precisety, but also have 
his hair plucked, insomuch as some cast it in his teeth, and 
twitted him therewith. Moreover, finding by experience that 
the deformity of his bald head was oftentimes subject to the 
scoffs and scorns of backbiters and slanderers, he took the 
same exceedingly to the heart ; and therefore he both had 
usuaUy drawn down his hair, that grew but thin, from the 
crown toward his forehead ; and also, of all honours decreed 
unto him from the senate and people, he neither received nor 
^ed any more ^villingly than the privilege to wear continuaffy 
the tnumphant laurel garland. Men say also that in his 
apparel he was noted for singularity as who used to go in his 
sena or s purple studded robe, trimmed mth a jag or fringe at 
the sleeve hand, and the same so, as he never w'as but girt over 
\ ^ slack and loose ; whereupon arose {for cer- 

f t- Sulla, who admonished the nobles often- 

M girded so dissolutely ® •>. 

nnVet ,• ^ Suburai, but after he was high 

P e street Sacra*, in an edifice of the city’s Many 

hrho'r^^"!!^^* exceedingly addicted to neatness in 

S T. T Tf The manor-house, 

rhari fin frf r ground and ^vith great ' 

not Jhollv territory Nemorensis*, because it was 

ou teiowrn r ^ demolished and puffed 
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his expeditions he carri^ about with him pavements of 
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checker-work made of quarrels square-cut so as they might 
be taken asunder and set again together. 

47. He made a voyage (as they say) into Britain, in hope of 
pearls ; and otherwhiles, in comparing their bigness, would 
with his own hand peise ^ them to find their weight. For to 
get and buy up precious stones, engraved and chased pieces, 
images, and painted tables of antique wofk, he was ever most 
eager and sharp-set. Slaves likewise, if they were anything 
fresh and new-come, trimly set out withal and fine, he pro- 
cured at an exceeding price, such as himself also was ashamed 
of ; so as he forbade expressly the same should be brought in 
any of his reckonings and accounts. 

48. It is reported of him, that in all the provinces which he 
governed he feasted continually, and furnished two halls or 
dining-chambers ordinarily ; the one, wherein either Gauls in 
their warlike habit or Greeks in their cloaks ; the other, in 
which the gowned Romans, together wth the more noble and 
honourable personages of the provinces, sat. The domestic 
discipline of his house he kept so duly, so precisely, and with 
such severity, in small matters as well as greater, that he bound 
with fetters and irons his baker for serving up secretly unto 
his guests other bread than to himself : and a freedman of 
his own (whom otherwise he did set very great store by) he 
put to death for dishonouring by adultery a Roman gentle- 
man's wife, albeit no man made complaint thereof. 

49. His good name for continency Eind clean life nothing 
verily blemished, save only the abode and inward familiarity 
with Nicomedes ; but a foul stain that was, which followed 
him with shame for ever, yea, and ministered taunting and 
reproachful matter unto every man. I omit* the notorious 
verses of Calvus Licinius : 


Bithynia quicquid 

Et paedicator Caesaris unquam habxiit. 

Look what it was that Bithyne land had ever more or less. 
And he that Caesar did abuse, in filthy wantonness. 

I let pass the invectives and accusatory actions of Dolabella 
and Curio the elder ; in which Dolabella, for his part, termeth 
him the king’s concubine in the queen’s place, and the inner 
room of his licter* ; and Curio nameth him Nicomedes, his 
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filth and harlot’, yea, and the Bithynian brothel-house. I 
overpass likewise those edicts of Bibulus, wherein he publLhed 
his colleague and made him known by the name of the Bithy- 
nian queen ; saying, moreover, that before he had loved the 
Idng, and now cast a fancy * to the kingdom. At w’hich very 
time, as M. Brutus makes report, there was one Octavius also, 
a man upon disteniperature of his brain given to jest and 
scofi overbroadly, who, in a most frequent [ 22 ] assembly, after 
he had called Pompey king, saluted him by the name of queen. 
C. Memmius likewise laid in his dish that he stood with the 
rest of the stale catamites as cupbearer, to serve Nicomedes 
with rvine at a full feast, where sat at the table divers merchants 
and occupiers, citizens of Rome, whose names he putteth 
down. But Cicero [was] not contented herewith, that in 
certain epistles he had written, how by the guard or pensioners 
of the said king being conveyed into his bed-chamber “, he lay 
do^vn upon a bed of gold, arrayed in purple ; and so the flower 
of youth and maidenhead of him, who was descended from 
Venus “, became defiled and distained in Bithynia, One time 
also, as Caesar in the senate-house pleaded to the cause and in 
the behalf of Nysa, Nicomedes his daughter, and therewith 
rehearsed up the gracious favours that the king had done 'unto 
him, '' Let be " (quoth he) “ these matters, I pray you, and 
away with them, since it is well-known, both rvhat he bestowed 
upon you, and also what you gave to him.” Finally, in the 
triumph over Gaul, his soldiers, among other sonnets such as 
they use to chant merrily when they follow the triumphal 
chariot, pronounced also these verses so commonly divulged ; 

Galhas Caesar siibegil, Nicomedes Caesarem ; 

Ecce Caesar nunc triumphal, qui subegit Galljas ; 

Nicomedes non triumphal, qut subegit Caesarem. 

Caesar did subdue the Gauls, and him hath Nicomede. 

Behold, now Caesar doth triumph, who did the Gauls subdue ; 

But Nicomede triumpheth not, who Caesar had subdued. 

60. An opinion there is constantly received, that he was 
given to carnal pleasures, and that way spent much ; also, 
that he dishonoured many dames, and those of noble houses, 
by name among others. Postumia, the rvife of Servius Sul^ 
picius ; Lollia, wife to A. Gabinius ; Tertulla, M. Crassus his 
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wife ; and Mucia the wife of Pompcy. For certain it is, that 
not only the Curios, both father and son, but many others also 
reproached Pompcy, that for whose cause he had put away 
his o^vn ^vife after she had borne him three children, and whom 
he was wont with a deep sigh and groan to call Aegisthus — 
his daughter (I say) afterwards he espoused, upon a desire of 
power and greatness by that iharriage. But above the rest he 
cast affection to Servilm, the mother of M. BrutQs ; for whom 
both in his last consulship * lie had bought a pearl that cost 
him six millions of sesterces® ; and also unto whom, during the 
civil war, over and above other free gifts, he sold in open port- 
sale fair lands and most goodly manors at a very low price ; 
what time verily, when most men marvelled that they went so 
cheap, Cicero most pleasantly and conceitedly, “ that ye may 
know ” (quoth he) " she hath the better pennyNVorth in the 
purchase, Tcrlia dcducla esi"^. For it was thought that 
Servilia was bawd also to her own daughter Tertia, and brought 
her to Caesar his bed. 

51. Neither forbare he so much as men's wives in the 
provinces where he was governor, as appearetli even by this 
his distich, taken up like\visc by his soldiers at the Gallic 
triumph : 

Urbani, servate uxorcs ; mncchum calvxtm addxxcivtus ; 

Aurtnn in Gallia [cfftduisli], hie snxnpsisli ntntnum. 

52. He was enamoured also upon queens, and among them 
he loved Eunoe, the Moor, wife of Bogudes, king of Mauritania, 
upon whom, as also upon her husband, he bestowed very many 
gifts and of infinite value, as [M. Actorius] Naso hath left in 
writing. But most especially he fancied Cleopatra ; for with 
her he both sat up many times and feasted all night long 
even until the break of day, and also in the same barge or 
galley ^ called thalamegos “ had passed into Egypt almost as far 
as to Ethiopia, but that his army refused to follow ; and in 
the end, having trained ® her into the city of Rome, he sent her 
back again, not without exceeding great honours, and enriched 
with many rewards ; yea, and suffered her to call the son she 
bare after his own name Whom verily some Greek writers 
have recorded to have been very like unto Caesar both in 
shape and also in gait*, and M. Antonius avouched unto the 
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senate, that by the same resemblance he knew him to be his 
son, averring withal that C. Matins, Gains Oppius, and the 
rest of Caesar’s friends knew as mnch. Of whom C. Oppius 
(as if the thing were so pregnant, that it required some apology 
and defence) put forth a book entitled thus : That he was not 
Caesar’s Son, lohom Cleopatra fathered upon him. Helvius 
Cinna, a tribune of the commons, confessed unto many persons 
that he had a law draw out in writing and in readiness, which 
Caesar, being absent himself, commanded him to propose, to 
this effect : that it might be lawful for him to marry what 
wives ‘ and as many as he rvould ', for to get children upon. 
And that no man need at all to doubt how infamous he was, 
both for uncleanness of body against kind ’ and also for 
adulteries. Curio the elder in a certain oration calleth him a 
woman for aU men, and a man for aU women. 

53. That he was a most spare drinker of wine his very 
enemies would never deny. WTrereupon arose this apoph- 
thegm of M. Cato ; that, of all that ever were. Caesar alone 
came sober to the overthrow of the State. For about his 
food and diet C. Oppius showeth he %vas so indifferent and 
without curiosity ^ that, when upon a time his host set before 
him upon the board old rank oil instead of green, sweet, and 
fresh, so that other guests refused it, he only (by his sajnng) 
fell to it and eat thereof the more liberally, because he would 
not be thought to blame his host either for negligence or 
rusticity. 

54. From other men’s goods he held not his hands, neither 
when he had the command of armies abroad, nor when he was 
in place of magistracy at home ; for in Spain (as some have 
recorded) he took money of the proconsul *, and the allies there, 
and that by way of begging, to help him out of debt : and 
certain towns of the Lusitanians * he sacked in hostile manner, 
albeit they denied not to do whatsoever he commanded them, 
and besides did set open their gates for him against his coming. 
In Gaul he robbed and spoiled the chapels and temples of the 
gods, full of rich gifts and oblations. As for cities, he put 
them to the sack, more often for booty sake and pillage, than 
for any trespass committed. ^Vhereupon it came to pass that 
he got abiuidance of gold, so as of it which he had to spare and 
did set to sale, he sold * throughout Italy and in the provinces 
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after * 3000 sesterces of silver the pound weight In his first 
consulship, when he had stolen out of the Capitol three thou- 
sand pound weight of gold, he bestowed in the place thereof 
as much brass gilt. The privileges of society and alliance 
wth the Romans, as also kings’ titles he gave for sums of 
money ; as who (for example) from Ptolemy ® that was but 
one, took away well-near 6000 talents ®, in the name of him- 
self and Pompey. But afterwards, by most open pilling, 
polling’, and sacrileges, he maintained the charges both of 
civU wars, and also of his triumphs and solemn shows exhibited 
to the people. 

55. In eloquence and warlike feats together’ he either 
equalled or excelled the glory of the very best. After his accus- 
ation of Dolabella, he was no doubt ranged in the rank of the 
principal advocates-at-law. Certes, Cicero, in his Catalogne 
of Orators to Brutus [Ixxv, 261], saith he cannot see any one 
unto whom Caesar might give place ; affirming wthal, that he 
holdeth an elegant and gay, a stately also, and in some sort 
a generous and gentleman-like kind of pleading : and unto 
Cornelius Nepos thus wrote he of the same Caesar : " What 
should a man say more ? which of all those orators that 
practised nothing else but oratory will you prefer before this 
Caesar ? who is there in sentences either quicker or coming 
thicker ? who for words, yielded more gallant or more ele- 
gant ? ” He seemeth, whiles he was yet but 5mung, to have 
followed that form of eloquence only, which Strabo Caesar 
professed ; out of whose oration also, entitled Pro Sardis, he 
transferred some sentences, word for word, into his own, 
called Divinaiio It is said that in his pronunciation ® he used 
a high and shriU voice, an ardent motion, and earnest gesture, 
not without a lovely grace. Some orations he left behind him 
in writing, among which certain go under his name, but un- 
truly, as namely, that Pro Q. Metello ; which Augustus deem- 
eth (and not without good cause) to have been written rather 
by notaries, who either took not his words aright or wrote not 
so fast as he delivered them, than penned by himself. For in 
certain copies I find that it had not so much as this inscription. 
Pro Metello, but quam scripsit Metello *, being (as it is indeed) a 
speech coming from the person of Caesar, clearing Metellus and 
himself against the criminations and slanders of common back- 
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biters to them both. The oration likewise Ad Milites^ in 
Spain, the same Augustus hardly thinketh to be his, and yet 
there be t^vo of them extant ; the one was pronounced at the 
former battle, the other at the latter, when, by tlie report of 
Asinius Pollio, he had not so much as any time to make a 
speech ; the enemies ran upon him and charged so suddeidy. 

66. He left commentaries also of his own acts, to wit, as 
touching the Gallic war, and the civil war with Pompey. For 
of the Alexandrine, African, and Spanish wars, who was the 
rvriter it is uncertain ; while some tliink it was Oppius, others, 
Hirtius, who also made up and finished the last of the Galhc 
war, which was imperfect. As concerning those commen- 
taries aforesaid of Caesar, Cicero in the same book^ WTiteth 
thus ; " He -wrote commentaries exceeding well, I assure you, 
to be liked ; naked they be, straight and upright, yea, and 
lovely too, being divested, as it were, of all ornaments and 
trim attire of style ; but while his mind was that other[s], 
disposed to write a complete history, should furnish and serve 
themselves with matter there ready to their hands, happily’ to 
some foolish folk he did some pleasure, who are rviliing to curl 
and frizzle the same rvith their crisping pins, but surely the 
wiser sort he scared altogether from writing.” Of the same 
commentaries, Hirtius giveth this report : " They are,” 

quoth he, “ in the judgement of all men so approved, that it 
seems he hath prevented writers, and not given them any help. 
And yet our admiration of this matter is more than all men’s 
beside. For whereas others do know only how well and purely 
they were penned, we note also with [wjhat facility and ex- 
pedition he wrote them.” Asinius Pollio thinketh they were 
compiled with small care and diligence, with as little regard 
also of sound truth, seeing that Caesar received hand over 
head’, and believed most things lightly, namely, such as were 
by otters achieved; and even those acts which himself 
exploited, either of purpose or for default of memory, he put 
dowTi wTong , he supposeth also that he meant to have written 
the same anew and corrected them. He left, moreover, two 
books, de Analogia, and as many Aniicatones *, besides a poem, 
entitled Iter ; of which books the foremost’ he made in his 
passage over the Alps, what time as, having ridde ' his dreoits 
and finished the assizes, he returned out of the hitter province 
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of Gaul to his anny ; those next following^®, aboM the time 
of the battle at Munda ; and the last of all *, whiles he travelled 
from the city of Rome into the farther province of Spain, and 
performed that jouniey within 24 days*. Extant there be 
also epistles of liis written rmto the senate, which (as it scemeth) 
he w’as the first tliat turned into pages and leaves, even to a 
form of a memorial ** ; whereas beforetime the consuls and 
generals never sent any letters but written overthwart the 
paper. Missives likewise there ho of liis written to Cicero and 
to familiar friends as touching home affairs, in which, if any 
matters of secrecy were to be carried, he wrote them by j^rivate 
marks ” ; that is to saj', placing the letters in .such order, as 
there could not one word be made of them. Which if a man 
would decipher and find out, he must of necessity exchange 
every fourth letter of the alphabet, to wit, d for a, and the rest 
likewise Furthermore, there be certain works of hi,s abroad 
in men’s hands, written when he was a boy and a very youth, as 
namely, The Praises of Hercules, The. 7'ragedy of Oaiipus, as 
also CoUeds^* of Sayings and Apophihegms ; all which pam- 
phlets Augustus forbade to be publLshcd. in a certain epistle of 
liis ; which, being very brief and plain, lie sent to Pompeius 
Maccr, whom he had appointed for the disposing and ordering 
of his libraries. 

57. In handling his weapon most skilful lie was, and in 
horsemanship as cunning ; but what pains he would take, it is 
incredible. In thu marching of his army, his manner w'a,s to be 
foremost, sometime on horseback, more often on foot ; bare- 
headed, whether the sun shone or the clouds poured rain. He 
made e.xcceding long jounicys with incredible speed ; even an 
hundred miles a day, riding in some hired wagon h if he were 
lightly appointed otherwise, and without carriages. Were 
rivers in his way to liinder his passage ? cross over them he 
would : either swimming, or else bearing liimself upon blown 
leather bottles®, so that very often he prevented the letter- 
carriers .and messengers of his coming. 

68. In performing his expeditions and martial exploits, 
doubtful it is whether he were more war>' or adventurous. He 
neither led his army at any time through ways dangerous for 
ambushments, before he had thoroughly viewed and descried 
the situation of the quarters; nor put over his fleet into 
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Britain, until he had beforehand in proper porson ' .sounded the 
havens, and tried the manner of sailing and arrival to the 
island. Howbeit. the same man (as circumspect as he was), 
upon news brought unto him, that his camp was beleaguered 
in Germany, passed through his enemies’ corp.^ dc guard in 
French habit, and so came unto his own men. From Brun* 
dismm to Dyrrachium he sailed oversea in winter Irettveen 
two fleets of the enemies riding opjrosiie one to the other ; and 
whiles his own forces, which he had commanded to follow 
straight after him, lingered still behind, having sent messengers 
oftentimes to call them .away, but all in vain, at la.st himself 
secretly in the night event .aboard into a very small Iroltoin, 
with his head hooded ; and neither discovered who he was, nor 
suffered the pilot to give wa}' unto the tempest that came full 
afront the vessel, before he was well-near overwhelmed with 
the waves. 

59. No religious fear of divine prodigies could ever fray * 
him from any enterprise, or stay him if it were once in hand. 
As he sacrificed upon a time, the boast made an escape and 
ran away, yet for all that deferred not he Ids iourney against 
Scipio and Juba. He fortuned also to take a fall then, even as 
he went forth of the ship to land ; but turning this foretoken 
to the better presage, " I take possc.«sion,” quoth he, " of thee, 
O Africa." Moreover, in verj' sconi, and to make but a 
mockery of these prophecies, wlicreby the name of Scipio was 
fatal to that province and held lucky and invincible there, he 
had with him in his camp the most base and abject fellow of all 
the Cornelian family, and who in reproach of his life was sur- 
named Saluito*. 

60. He fought not often' set fields appointed beforehand, 
but upon the present occasion offered ; many times he struck 
a battle immediately after his journey, otherwhiles in most 
foul and stormy weather, when no man ever thought lie would 
once stir. Neither held he off and detracted fight, but in his 
latter days, being then of this opinion that, the oftener he had 
gotten victory, the less he was to venture and make trial of 
fortune ; also, that a victory could gain him nothing so mucli 
as some disastrous calamity might take from liim. No enemy 
put he ever to flight, but he discamped him and drove him out 
of the field. By this means he gave them whom he had once 
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discomfited no time to bethink themselves. In an^' doubtful 
and dangerous service, liis manner was to send away the 
horses, and liis own with the first, to the end that, when all 
means of flight were gone, they might of necessity be forced the 
rather to stand to it and abide to the last.' 

61. The horse he used to ride upon was strangely marked, 
\vith feet resembling very near a man's, and the hoofs cloven 
like toes, which horse was foaled about home ; and when the 
soothsayers of their learning had pronounced that he presaged 
unto his owner the empire of the whole w'orld, very careful he 
was to rear him and nourish him. Now whenas the be.ist would 
abide no man else to ride him, himself was he that backed 
him first. The full portrait and proportion of which horse he 
dedicated also afterwards before the temple of Venus Genetrix"'. 

62. Many a time himself alone renewed the battle when it 
was discomfited, standing in their way that fled and holding 
them one by one back ; yea, and by wreathing * their throats 
he turned them again upon the enemies. Thus dealt he 1 
say with his own soldiers, when they were many times verily 
so fearfully maskered *, that a standard-bearer threatened as 
he stayed him® to smite him with the foot-point ■* of the 
spear that carried the eagle “, and another left behind him the 
ensign in Caesar's hand as he detained it. 

63. Of his constant resolution these be no less tokens, if not 
greater (which. I shall now rehearse). After the battle of 
Pharsalus, when he had sent his forces before into Africa, and 
himself crossed the seas through the strait of Hellespont in a 
small passenger's bark b where he met with L. Cassius, one of 
the adverse party, with ten strong warships armed with brazen 
beak-heads, he avoided him not, nor gjivc way ; but, affront- 
ing him, began to exhort him for to yield, and so upon his 
humble supplication received him aboard. 

64. At Alexandria, being busy about the assault and win- 
ning of a bridge where, by a sudden sally of the enemies, he was 
driven to take a boat, and many besides made haste to get 
into the same, he leapt into the sea, and by swimming almost 
a quarter of a mile recovered clear the next ship ; bearing up his 
lefthand all the while, for fear the writings which he heldtherein 
should take wet and drawing his rich coat-armour after him 
by the teeth », because the enemy should not have it as a spoil. 
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65 His soldiers he allowed for good in regard neitlier of 
manners and behaviour nor of wealth and outward estate 
but only of bodily strength ; and he used them aU wth like 
severity, with like indulgence also and sufferance. For 
he awed and chastised them not in all places nor at all times, 
but only when the enemy was very near at hand ; .and then 
especially was he most severe and precise in exacting and 
executing of discipline, insomuch as he would not give them 
warning of the time, cither of journey or of battle, but kept 
them ready, intentive’ and prest* to be led forth upon a 
sudden every minute of an hour, whithersoever he would ; this 
did he also many times without any cause, especially upon 
rainy days and festivals. And admonishing his soldiers ever 
and anon to observe and have an e3'e unto him, he w’ould 
suddenly in the daytime or by night withdraw himself out 
of the way ; j^ca, and stretch out his journey more than 
ordinary, even to tire them out who were late in following 
after. 


06. As for his soldiers that were terrified wth the rumour of 

cir enemies, his manner was to animate and encourage them, 
^ or diminishing >, but by augmenting the same 

to the highest degree, even above the truth. And thus, upon a 

nlu! ‘ of Juba his coming was terrible, he 

" Rn If 1^ together, and in a public speech unto them, 

few these very 

to ooo m ten legions of 

Sr^^^fT r''*' I’S’^t-annours > and 300 elephants, 
tlw matter'^r r*- inquire or imagine further of 

0 eK V n-1 w th ‘3 for a truth ; 

und Lr L f ship I can get, 

lands and ^ ° ° earned away with any wind into what 

cHs touchi" ^ -P-.” 

he neither observed trespasses and delinquencies, 

si-wu in^uSt's,: Lrz?™;- 1 

colours and were mutinonc ' .1 ^ traitorously forsook their 
rigour. » a. 0.1, c„ ™‘'* 

{treat battle and victora- obtained' ^ter a 

nriiltary duties, permittlg theml’ ^^Lt^urtotul 
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and riot wantonly here and there ; being wont to give it out, 
that his soldiers, perfumed though they were with odours, and 
besmeared with sweet oils, could fight vahantly. Neither 
called he them in his public oration plain soldiers, but by a 
more pleasing name, fellow-soldiers. ■ Fimthermore he main- 
tained them so trim and brave, that he stuck not to set them 
out in polished armour, damasked with silver and gold ; as 
well for goodly show as because they should in battle take 
better hold and keep the same more surely, for fear of damage 
and loss. Moreover, he loved them so affectionately tliat, 
when he heard of Titurius his overthrow®, he suffered the hair 
of his head and beard to grow long, and would not cut the same 
before he had revenged their death. By which means he both 
had his soldiers most devoted unto him and also made them 
right valorous. 

68. When he was entered into the civil war, the centurions 
of every legion presented unto him one horseman apiece, pro- 
vided out of their own private stock ; and generally all his 
soldiers offered their service freely, without allowance of com 
or wages out of his purse, considering that the wealthier sort 
had taken upon them the finding and maintenance of the 
poorer. Neither all that long time of soldiery was there any of 
them that once revolted from him ; and very many, being 
.taken prisoners by the enemies and having life granted unto 
them upon condition they would serve as soldiers against him, 
refused it. Hunger and other extremities which necessarily 
foUow war, not only whilst they were besieged, but also when 
themselves beleaguered others, they endured so resolutely that, 
during their strong siege and fortification against Dyrrachium, 
Pompey, when he saw what kind of bread made of a certain 
herb they lived upon, said he had to deal with wild beasts, 
commanding withal the same quickly to be had away, and not 
shown to any one, for fear lest his own soldiers’ hearts should 
be utterly daunted, seeing once the patience and constancy of 
their enemies. And how valiantly they bare themselves. in 
fight, this one thing may testify : that, having taken one foil 
in a battle before Dyrrachium, they voluntarily offered to be 
executed therefore, insomuch as their general was more 
troubled about comforting than punishing them. In all other 
battles they, fewer in number by many parts, easily van- 
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quished infinite forces of their enemies. To conclude, one 
cohort " and no more of the 6lli legion, which had the keeping 
of a sconce', made good the jilace and held out for certain 
hours against four of Pompej’s legions ; and were in manner 
all of them throughout shot into their bodies with a multitude 
of their arrows, of which were found 130,000 wifhin their 
trench and rampiers [35]. And no marv’cl, if a man consider 
their several acts singlj’ by themselves, cither of Cassiu.s 
Scaeva, a centiuion, or of C. Acilius, a common soldier, to say 
nothing of many more. Scaeva, when his eye was smitten 
out, his thigh and shoulder shot through, and his buckler 
pierced likewise with the shot of 120 arrows*, 3’ct defended the 
guard of the fort committed to his charge, and kept it still. 
Acilius in a tight at sea before Massilia, after his right hand was 
quite cut off, wherewith he had caught the poop of his enemies' 
ship, following herein that memorable example of Cynegirus’ 
among the Greeks, leapt notwithstanding into the said ship, 
shoving and dnving before him with the boss and pike of his 
buckler those that he met in his way, 

69. In ten years space during the Gallic war they never so 
much as once mutinied ; in the civil wars sometimes they did, 
yet so as they vere soon reclaimed and came again into order, 
not so much by the remiss indulgence as the authority of their 
captain. For never would he yield one jot unto them in these 
leir se itious tumults ; nay, he always withstood and crossed 
lein. nd verily the qth legion at Placentia (notwithstand- 
ing Fompey yet was in arms with his power in the field) he 
cashiered full and wholly, and sent axvay with shame : yea, 

^ many humble prayers and sujjplications with much 
o res ore he them to their places again, and not before 
execution done upon the offenders. 

of the loth legion, whenas in Rome 
reouirpn'^'t^^- called for their discharge from warfare, and 
the rewards even with mighty threats, and that to 

war w“ 'vhat time also the ' 

his nresprif''^ Africa, he neither would admit them into 
scare him f ‘^'^miss them, albeit his friends seemed to 

vSerebl hf a with one only word, 

gently turn and wind, yea, and bring them to his bent, that 
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forthwith they made answer, they would be his soldiers still ; 
and so of their own accord followed him into Africa, notwith- 
standing he refused their service. And yet for all this, he 
amerced and fined the most mutinous sort of them with the 
loss of a third part, both of the pillage and also of the lands 
appointe4 for them. 

71. In affectionate love and faithful protection of his de- 
pendants he was not wanting in his very youth. When he had 
upon a time defended Masintha, a noble young gentleman, 
against king Hiempsal', so earnestly that, in the debate and 
altercation between them, he flew upon Juba, the king's son 
and caught him by the beard after that the said Masintha 
was pronounced definitively the king’s tributary he forth- 
with both rescued him out of their hands that would have 
haled him away, and also kept him close a long time in his own 
lodging. And soon after his praetorship there expired, when 
he went into Spain, [lie] took the j'oung gentleman away with 
him in his owm litter among others his followers and favourites, 
and those officers that attended upon him with their knitches 
of rods 

72. His friends he used at all times with so great courtesy 
and tender respect that, when C. Oppius, who accompanied 
him in his journey through a wild forest fell suddenly sick, he 
gave him room in the only inn that was, while himself lay all 
night upon the ground > without doors Moreover, being now 
become emperor and lord of all, some of them he advanced 
even from the lowest degree unto the highest place of honour. 
And when he was blamed and reproved therefor, he professed 
openly that, if he had used the help of robbers by the highway 
side, of cutters® and swashbucklers in maintaining of his 
own dignity, he would not fail but requite them and be thank- 
ful even to such. 

73. He never entertained malice and hatred against any 
man so deeply, but Avilling he was to lay down the same upon 
occasion offered. Notwithstanding C. Memmius had made 
most bitter invectives against him, and he again written unto 
him as bitterly, yet soon after, when the said Memmius stood 
for the consulship, he friended him all that he could with his 
good word and procured him voices. When C. Calvus, after 
certain libels and defamatory epigrams against him, dealt by 
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propounded to Porripey at Ilcrda, whiles between both parts 
there passed reciprocal dealing and commerce continually, 
when Afranius and Petreius had taken within their camp cer- 
tain of Caesar’s soldiers and (which they repented soon after) 
put them to the sword, he would in nowise imitate the same 
perfidious treachery of theirs practised against him. At the 
battle of Phaisalus he cried out, " Spare all citizens,” and after- 
wards granted unto every one of his own soldiers (none ex- 
cepted) this favour, to .save each of tliem one of the adverse 
party, whom he would. Neither were any found or known 
slain, but in the verj' medley, except Afranius, Faustus, and L. 
Caesar the younger ; and even these verily, men think, were 
not with his good will put to death. Of whom, notwithstand- 
ing, both the former, to wit. Afranius and Faustus, after pardon 
obtained had rebelled and entered into arms again, and L. 
Caesar for his part, when in cruel manner by fire and sword he 
had made havoc of his freedmen and bondservants, spitefully 
slew the very wild beasts also, which Caesar had provided 
against the solemnity of a public show to be exhibited before 
the people. To conclude, in his very latter day he permitted 
all those also, whom beforctime he had not pardoned, to return 
into Italy, to govern as magistrates in the city, and to command 
as generals in the field. Yea, the very statues of L. Sulla and 
Pompey, which the commons had overthrown and cast up and 
down, he erected again in their due places. And if after this 
there was any plot intended or word spoken against him by his 
adversaries to his hurt, he chose rather to repress than to 
revenge the same. And so, diverse conspiracies detected and 
night conventicles he found fault with no farther than thus, 
by giving notice in some edict and proclamation that he had 
intelligence thereof. And as for such as gave out bitter 
speeches of him, he thought it sufficient in an open assembly to 
give them an admonition not to persist therein. Finally, when 
in a most slanderous book written by A. Caecina and certain 
verses as railing and reproachful as it, devised by Pitholaus, 
his credit and reputation was much cracked and impaired, he 
took the matter no more to the heart than one citizen would 
have done at another’s hand. 

76. Howbeit, the rest of his deeds and words overweigh and 
depress his good parts down, so as he might be thought both 

47 



GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR. 

to have abused his sovereignty, and worthily to have been 
murdered. For he not only took upon him excessive honours, 
to wit, continued consulship, perpetual dictatorship, and 
presidency of manners', and, more than so, the forename of 
emperor the surname father of his country, his statue among 
the kings, an eminent seat of estate’ raised above the rest in 
the orchestra among the senators ; but he suffered also more 
stately dignities than beseeming the condition of a mortal 
wight to be decreed and ordained for him : namely, a golden 
throne in the Curia and before the tribunal * ; a sacred chariot 
and therein a frame carrying an image at the solemn pomp 
of his games in the circus ; temples, altars, his own images 
placed near unto the gods ; a sacred bed-loft ' ’’ for such 
images to be bestowed upon ; a flamen ■=, certain Luperci ' " ; 
and the denomination of one month ® after his own name. 
Besides, no honourable offices there were but he took and gave 
at his own pleasure. His third and fourth consulship in name 
only and title he bare, contenting himself with the absolute 
power of dictatorship decreed unto him with his consulares® all 
at one time, and in both years he substituted two consuls under 
him for the three last months, so as, in the meantime, he held 
no election but of tribunes and aediles of the commons. In- 
stead of praetors he ordained provosts ”, who should administer 
the affairs of the city even whiles he was present And upon 
the very last day of the year, to wit, next before the kalends of 
January", the place of a consulship being vacant by the 
sudden death of a consul he conferred upon one that made 
suit to enjoy the same but a few hours With semblable 
licentiousness despising the custom of his country, he 
ordained magistrates to continue in office many years together. 
To ten men of praetor's degree he granted the consular orna- 
ments. Such as were but enfranchised citizens, and divers 
mongrel Gauls no better than half-barbarians, he admitted 
senators'’. Furthermore, over the mint and receipt of the 
city revenues he set certain peculiar servants of his Ovvn to he 
rulers. The charge and command of three legions which he 
left in Alexandria he committed wholly to a son of Rufinus his 
freedman, a stale youth and catamite of his own. 

77. Neither did some words of his which he openly delivered 
bewray less presumptuous lordliness, as T. Ampins' writeth, 

48 



GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR 

For example, that the Commonwealth was now no more any 
real thing but a name only, without form and shape ; that 
Sulla was altogether unlettered and no grammarian “ in 
giving over his dictatorship ; that men ought now to speak 
with him more considerately, and to hold every word that he 
saith for a law. Nay, he proceeded to this point of arrogance 
that, when upon a time, in a certain sacrifice, the soothsayer 
brought him word of unlucky inwards in the beast and such as 
had no heart at all, he made answer and said that those which 
were to follow afterwards should prove more joyful and fortun- 
ate, if it pleased him ® ; neither was it to be taken for a pro- 
digious and strange token, if a beast wanted a heart. 

78. But the greatest envy and inexpiable hatred he drew 
upon himself by this occasion most of aU What time as all 
the senators in general came unto him with many and those 
most honourable decrees, he received them sitting still * before 
the temple of Venus Genetrix. Some think that, when he was 
about to rise up, Cornelius Balbus stayed and held him back ; 
others are of the mind that he never went about it. But when 
C. Trebatius advertised him to arise unto them®, he looked 
back upon him with a strange kind of look ; which deed of his 
was thought so much the more intolerable, for that himself, 
when Pontius Aquila, one of the college of tribunes stood not 
up nor did reverence to him as he rode in triumph and passed 
by the tribunes' pews*, took such snufi® and indignation 
thereat, that he broke out aloud into these words ; " Well done, 
tribune Aquila ! recover thou then the commonwealth out of 
my hands ” ; and for certain days together never promised 
aught unto any man without this proviso and exception, " If 
Pontius Aquila will give me leave 

79. To this contumelious and notorious behaviour of his 
toward the senate thus despised he adjoined a deed much 
more arrogant. For whenas, in his rettun from the solemn 
sacrifice of the Latin holidays, among other immoderate 
and new acclamations of the people, one out of the multitude 
had set upon his statue a coronet of laurel tied about 
with a white band^ ; and Epidius MaiuUus, a tribune of 
the commons together with his colleague Caesetius Flavus 
commanded the said band to be plucked ofi and the man 
to be had away to prison, he, taking it to heart, either that 

49 D 



GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR 

this overture to a kingdom sped no better, or (as he made 
semblance and pretended himself) that he was put by [i8J the 
glory of refusing it, shaqdy rebuked the tribunes, and deprived 
them botli of their authorit}'. Neither for all this was lie 
willing afterwards to put away the infamous note* of affecting 
and seeking after the title of a king ; albeit ho both made 
answer unto a commoner®, saluting him by the name of a king, 
that he was Caesar and no king, and also at the Lupercalia*, 
when Antonius the consul imposed the diadem oftentimes upon 
his head before the Rostra, did put it back again, and send it 
into the Capitol to Jupitesr Optimus Maximus Moreover, 
sundry' rumours ran rife abroad that he would depart (for ever) 
to Alexandria <= or to Ilium ■>, having at once translated and 
removed thither the puissance and wealth of the empire, dis- 
peopled Italy with mustering of soldiers, and withal betaken ‘ 
the administration of Rome city unto his friends ; as also that, 
m the next session of the senate, L. Cotta, one of the quinde- 
cernvirs «, would move the house to this effect : that, forasmuch 
as It was contained in the fatal boolrs of the Sibyl, that the 
Parthians could not possibly be vanquished but by a king, 

therefore Caesar should be styled king. 

conspirators for to hasten the 

Siv!n to r, 

fein. ^>‘ercto. Their counsels therefore and con- 

pemed he?e° 1 m' beforetime they held dis- 

Lefin -r r projected oftentimes by two and 

that bv thi-rt ^ *'°"'P’°‘ted all together, for 

"lorth - the present 

Sso isSd i and openly 

Sot t ^°'^^^‘=‘enty, and called earnestly for pro- 

S ns mtHS^^^^ Upon the admission 

in ^ pbei* proposed 

senate-house to any new senator a° 

commonly chanted ; ' verses were 

™<. F„.oh 

No sooner laid their breeches ofr K + tliey anon 

Aon but purpled robes put on. 

As Q. M™», substituted by Causar to bo a consul for 
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three months, entered the theatre, and the serjeant [lictor] 
commanded, as the manner was, that the people should observe 
and regard him according to his placed, they all with one 
accord cried out that he was no consul. After tliat Caesetius 
and Marullus, the tribunes aforesaid, were removed out of their 
office, at the next solemn assembly held for election, very 
many voices were found declaring them two consuls. Some 
there were who subscribed under the statue of L. Brutus these 
words, '* Would God thou were alive ” < 1 ; likewse under the 
statue of Caesar himself : 

Brutus, for expelling the kings, was created consul tlie first': 

This man, for expelling the consuls, Ls become king, tlic last^. 

There conspired against him more than threescore, the heads 
of which conspiracy were C. Cassius, Marcus' and Decimus 
Brutus. Who, having made doubt at first whether, by divid- 
ing themselves into parties®, they should cast him down the 
bridge as he called the tribes to give their voices at the 
election in Mars’ Field, and so take him when he was down and 
kill him right out ; or set upon him in the high street called 
Via Sacra’ [ 46 ], or else in the very entrance to the theatre ; 
after that the senate had summons to meet in council within 
the Court of Pompey upon the ides of March®, they soon 
agreed of this time and place before all others. 

81. But Caesar surely had fair warning of his death before 
it came, by many evident prodigies and strange foretokens. 
Some few months before, when certain new inhabitants, 
brought by virtue of the Julian law^ to dwell in the colony [of] 
Capua, overthrew most ancient sepulchres for to build tliem 
houses to their lands, and did the same so much the more dili- 
gently and with better will, for that in searching they lighted 
upon manufactures and vessels, good store of antique work, 
there was found in that very monument, wherein by report 
Capys, the founder of Capua, lay buried, a brazen tablet with a 
writing upon it in Greek words and Greek letters to this effect : 
" Wlien the bones and relics of Capys happen to be discovered, 
it shall come to pass that one, descended from lulus, shall be 
murdered by the hands of his near kinsfolk, and his death soon 
after revenged with the great calamities and miseries of all 
Italy.” And lest any man should think this to be a fabulous 
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tale and forged matter, know he tliat Cornelius Balbus, a very 
inward and familiar friend of Caesar, is the author tliereof. 
And the very day next preceding his death, those troops of 
horses, which in liis passage over the river Rubicon he had 
consecrated and let go loose, ranging here and there without a 
keeper (as he understood for certain), forbore their meat and 
would not, to die for it, touch any, yea, and shed tears abun- 
dantly. Also, as he offered sacrifice, the soothsayer Spurinna 
warned him to take heed of danger toward him, and which 
would not be deferred after the ides of March. Now, the very 
day before the said ides, it fortuned that, as the bird Rega- 
liolus= » was flying with a little branch of laurel into tlie Court 
of Pompey, a sort’ of other birds of divers kinds from out of 
the grove hard by pursued after and there pulled it in pieces. 
But that night next before the day of his murder, both himself 
dreamed as he lay asleep, one while, that he was flying above 
the clouds ; another while, that Jupiter and he shook hands ; 
and also his wife Calpumia imagined that the finial of his house 
fell down, and that her husband was stabbed in her very 
bosom ; and suddenly withal the chamber door of itself flew 
open. Hereupon, as also by reason of sickliness, he doubted 
a good while whether he should keep at home and put off those 
matters which he had purposed to debate before the senate or 
no. At the last, being counselled and persuaded by Decimus 
Brutus not to disappoint the senators, who w'ere now in fre- 
quency [22] assembled and stayed for his coming long since, he 
went forth when it was well near eleven of the clock. And 
when one met him by the way, and offered him a wxitten 
pamphlet, which laid open the conspiracy, and w'ho they were 
that sought his life, he shufiied the same among other skroes * 
and writings which he held in his left hand, as if he would have 
read it anon. After this, when he had killed many beasts for 
sacrifices and could speed of’ the gods’ favour in none, he 
entered the Curia' in contempt of all religion ; and therewith 
laughed Spurinna to scorn, charging him to be a false prophet, 
for that the ides of March were come, and yet no harm befell 
unto him ; albeit he ans^vered, that come indeed they were, 
but not yet past. 

82. When they saw» once that he had taken his place and 
was set, they stood round about him as serviceable attendants 

52 



GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR 

ready to do him honour ; and then immediately Cimber 
TuUus®, who had imdertaken to begin first, stepped nearer 
unto him, as though he would have made some request. When 
Caesar seemed, to mislike and put him back, yea, and by his 
gesture to post him off unto another time, he caught hold of his 
gown at both shoulders ; whereupon, as he cried out, " This 
is violence,” one of the two Cassii®'^ came full afront, and 
wounded him a little beneath the throat*. Then Caesar 
catching Cassius by the arm thrust it through with his style or 
writing punch*’ ; and with that, being' about to leap forward he 
was met with another wound and stayed. Now when he per- 
ceived himself beset on every side and assailed with drawn 
daggers, he wrapped and covered his head \vith his gown ; but 
withal he let do-wn the large lap ® with his left hand to his legs 
beneath, hiding thereby the inferior part also of his body, that 
he might fall more decently And so with three and twenty 
wounds he was stabbed, during which time he gave but one 
groan, without any word uttered, and that was at the first 
thrust ; although some have written that, as M. Brutus came 
running upon him, he said, Kal <tv, reKvov, " And thou, my 
son ” When all others fled sundry ways, there lay he a good 
while dead, until three of his own pages bestowed him in a 
litter, and so, with one arm hanging down’, carried him home. 
Neither in so many wounds was there, as Antistius his phy- 
sician deemed, any one found mortal, but that which he 
received second, in his breast ®. The conspirators were minded 
to have dragged his corpse, after he was thus slain, into the 
river Tiber, confiscated his goods, and repealed all his acts ; 
but for fear of M. Antonius the consul, and Lepidus, master of 
the horsemen, they held their hands and gave over those ^ 
courses. 

83. At the demand therefore of L. Piso, whose daughter he 
married, his last will and testament was opened and read in 
the house of Antonius : which will, upon the ides of Sep- 
tember ^ next before, he had made in his own house at Labicum 
and committed to the keeping of the chief Vestal virgin'’. Q. 
Tubero writeth that, from his first consulship unto the be- 
ginning of the civil war, he was ever wont to write down for 
his heir Cn. Pompeius, and to read the said will unto his 
soldiers in their public assembly. But in this last testament of 
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his he ordained three co-heirs, the nephews all of his sisters* ; 
to wit, C. Octavius*, of three fourth parts, L. Pinarius, and Q. 
Pedius of one fourth part remaining. In the latter end and 
bottom of this testamentary instrument he adopted also C. 
Octavius into his house and name ; and many of those that 
afterwards murdered him, he nominated for guardians to his 
son*, if it fortuned he had any bom; yea, and Decimus 
Brutus to be one of his second heirs in remainder. He be- 
queathed in his legacies unto the people' his hortyards • about 
Tiber to lie common ; and tliree hundred sesterces* to them bv 
the poll [26], 

84. The solemnity of his burial being proclaimed, there was 
a pile of wood for his funeral fire reared in Mars’ Field, near 
unto the tomb of Julia*. Before the Rostra was placed a 
chapel* aU gUt, resembling the temple of Venus Genetiix, and 
within It a bedstead* of ivori% richly spread with cloth of gold 
and purple, and at the head thereof a trophy, supporting the 
ro e wherein he was slain. Now, because it was thought that 
those shoul^d not have day enough who came to his offerings 

^ commandment was given that, 

without observing the strict order*, every man might bring 

W Keld"^h^^ '"’'m into 

11 chanted certain verses, fitly applied as 

tragedy of Pacuvius, entitled The Judgement of Armour^: 

Men' Men' servasee. ul essent qui me perderent? 

^ save. 

By bloody death to bring me to my graveb; 

steS ofTlidatf In- 

by the public crierTb°^f "f consul pronounced 

i senate. Wherein they decreed 

solemn oath, wheretvith the 

the life and person of him ^ f °^^gcd themselves to defend 

added some few words oThf or' S'e S"’ "f Tf ° 
magistrates for the time beW TnT ? 

aay nad conveyed into the Forum before the Rostra 
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Which when some intended to bum within the cell of Jupiter 
Capitolinus, others in the Court of Pompey’, all of a sudden 
there were two fellows with swords girt to their sides and 
carrying two javelins, who with light-burning [Aug. 82] tapers 
set it on fire ; and with that immediately the multitude that 
stood round about gat dry sticks together and heaped them 
thereupon, with the tribunal seats and other pews [78] of 
inferior magistrates, and whatsoever beside was ready and next 
at hand After them, the minstrels and stage-players dis- 
robed themselves of those vestments which out of the furniture 
of his triiunphs they had put on for the present use and 
occasion, rent the same in pieces, and flung all into the flaming 
fire. The old legionary soldiers also did the like by their 
armour, wherein they bravely went to solemnise his funeral. 
Yea, and most of the city dames did no less by their jewels and 
ornaments which they had about them, their children's pen- 
dant brooches also, and rich coats embroidered and bordered 
with purple. In this exceeding sorrow and public mourning, a 
number there were besides from foreign nations, who every 
one, after their country manner, lamented round, one after 
another, by companies in their turn ; but above all other the 
Jews®, who also for many nights together frequented the place 
of his sepulture and where his body was burnt. 

86. The common people, straight after his funeral obse- 
quies, went with burning firebrands and torches to the dwelling- 
houses of Brutus and Cassius ; from whence being hardly 
repelled, they, meeting with Helvius Cinna by the way, and 
mistaking his name, as if he had been Cornelius Cinna (one 
who the day before had made a bitter invective as touching 
Caesar and whom they sought for), him they slew, set his head 
upon a spear, and so carried it about with them. After this 
they erected in the forum a solid column almost 20 feet high, 
of Numidian marble, with this title graven thereupon : 
Parenti Patriae, " to the Father of his Country.” At which 
pillar for a long time they used still to sacrifice, to make vows 
and prayers, to determine and end certain controversies, inter- 
posing always their oath by the name of Caesar. 

86. Caesar left behind him, in the minds of certain friends 
about him, a suspicion that he was neither willing.to have lived 
any longer, nor cared at all for life, because he stood not well 
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to Iiralth, but war, rvcnnorr cra<;-^*. nn-.5 thru-upTm sv^Rlf-cltd 
as well nil religiou'; warnirigs iivtn tin- f.fv!'. nr, nbai what 
reports so-vcr his friends pre-wnt.-J unto him, 1 here. }>e tfiat 
think how, trnstini; thn: !-rt net o; rh,- tM'.ntc nft<i their 
oath aforesaid, he diseharped !h<- ttinrd rd Spaniard-, from 
about ’ r.'Vt' .attfitdance uix>n ids 

person, 
did. 
were 

than ahvaj-s to stand in f-'-ar tluTfC.;. lie was Wont to say* : 
concerned not hiin'clf so much a*- it did the Ftatr, tiiat he 
should live and be “-afo ; a.s for him, lie had gotten lonf; rutce 
power and p lorj- cno!j;;h ; marry, th'- commoinvealth (if augiit 
but well came to him) should not l,i- ,at quiet, but incur the 
troubles of civil war. tlie issue whereof would Ikt far worse 
than ever it had been. 

87. 'Has one thinf: verily all men well-T!''ar ,aie njjrced npem, 
that such a death befell unto him as himself in manner wisiitd. 
For not only ujion a tunc when h'‘ liad read in Xenophon •, 
how CjTus. Ixiing at tlie point of death, p,ave some order for ills 
funeral, he, settinr, light by so linperinj; and slow a kind of 
death, iiad wished to die (juieVdy and of a sudden ; but also flic 
very day before he wa.s killed, in a certain di'coursc moved at 
supper in Marcus Lepidus' home upon this point. Wliat was the. 
best end of a man’s life ? preferred that wiiicli was sudden and 
unlocked for. 

88. He died in the fifty-sixth * * year of his age, and w.as 
canonised among the gods, not only by tluir voice wlio decreed 
such honour unto him, but also iiy the pcrsua.sion of the com- 
mon people. For at those gamc.s and play.s wliicli were liic 
first that Augustus his heir exhibited for him thus deified, 
there shone a blazing star for seven d.iys together, arising almiit 
the clevcntli hour of the day ; and IwHcved it was to be the 
soul of Caesar received up into heaven. For tliis cause also 
upon lus image there is a star set to the very crown of liis head. 
Tliought good it was to dam up the court wherein he was 
murdered •> ; to name the ides of March parricidium ' ; and 
that the senate should never meet in council upon that 
day. 

89. Of these murderers, there was not one in manner » that 
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THE HISTORY OF 
OCTAVIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS 


1. That the principal name and lineage of the Octavii dwelt in 
times past at Velitrae', there be many evidences to show ; for 
both a street in the most frequented place of the said town long 
since carried the name Octavius, and also there was to be 
seen an altar there consecrated by one Octavius®, who, being 
general of the field in a war against the borderers, when he 
happened to be sacrificing to Mars, upon news brought that 
the enemy gave a sudden charge, caught the inwards of the 
beast sacrificed, half -raw as they were, out of the fire ®, cut and 
offered them accordingly, and so entered into battle and 
returned with \actory. There is, besides, a public act extant 
upon record, wherein decreed and provided it was that, every 
year after, tlie inwards in like manner should be presented 
unto Mars, and the rest of the sacrifice remaining carried back 
unto the Octavii. 

2. These Octavii, being by king Tarquinius Priscus natural- 
ised Romans, soon after translated and admitted by Servius 
Tullius into the senate among the patricians and nobles, in 
process of time ranged themselves with the commons, and 
with much ado at length, by the means of Julius of sacred 
memorjf returned to the patrician degree again. The first of 
these that by the people's election bare any magistracy was C. 
Rufus, who having been quaestor begat Gnaeus and Gaius. 
From them descended two families of the Octavii, and those 
for their estate of life far different. For Gnaeus and all the 
rest from him one after another attained to places of highest 
lionour ; but Gaius and his posterity every one, even unto the 
father of Augustus (such was either their fortune or their will), 
stayed in the order and degree of gentlemen, and rose no 
higher. The great-grandfather of Augustus, in the second 
Punic war®, served in quality of a military' tribune* in Sicily, 
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under Acmilius Papus, lord-general *. Ills fatlier, contenting 
himself wth bearing office like another burgess in his owm 
borough, being left wealthy bj’ his father, grew to a good 
estate, and lived to be an old man, in much peace and tran- 
quillity. But of these matters let others make report. Augus- 
tus himself writeth no more but thus, that the iiousc from 
whence he came was of Roman gentlemen, wealthy and 
ancient withal, wherein the first that ever came to be senator 
was his father. M. Antonius' hitteth him in the teeth with his 
great-grandfather, saying he was but a libertine [C. z] bom, 
and by occupation a roper S and come out of a village of the 
Tlmrines * ; also that his grandfather was no better than a 
very banker’. Neither have I found anv more as touching 
the ancestors of Augustus by the father’s side. 

S. Octavius his father, from the very beginning of his age, 
was of great wealth and reputation, so that I cannot but 
marvel, that he also hath been reporteel by some a banker or 
money-c anger, yea, and one of the dealers of money * and 
semtors employed in the Campus lilartius by those that stand 

inwaWvfjl- cradle brouglit up 

‘■aminUlccd the ame ™th 
1'“' ’’"-""•'y P'»«prship, Ihp 

Catiline’c fn.. ^ r’ , Of Spartacus’ and 

less iustice than fn ft J pro^'mee he governed vath no 

battle the Bessi anVthc 'f’seomfited in a great 

allies and ennf a * Thracians, he dealt so well with the 

lettSs^^M IlSr be certain 

to hi mSd “ "■» ®0".« Irtllo 

Asia) for to imitate ndministcred the proconsutship of 

profess himself^to be 

sudden death, leaving these cluldren>fvT^“^^^‘^' 

two da„,h..m, oetava the eider. .vhSttatrTart 
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Octavia the younger, and Augustus likewise, by Alia. Tins 
Atia was the daughter of M. Alius Balbus ajul Julia, the sister 
of C. Caesar. Balbus by his father’s side was an Aricine *, a 
man that showed senators’ images and arms in his house, by 
his mother linked to Pompey the Great in the nearest degree of 
consanguinity. And having borne the ofiicc of ]>raetorship he 
among the twenty commissioners divided, by virtue of the 
Julian law, the lands in the territory’ of Capua [C. 20] among 
the commons. But M. Antonius *, despising the parentage and 
pedigree of Augustus by the mother side also, Iwittcth him and 
layeth in his dish, [C. .49] that his great-grandsire vvas an 
African bom ; saying one while, tliat he kept a shop of sweet 
oils, ointments and perfumes, another while, that he was a 
baker in Arida. Cassius verily of Parma, in a certain epistle, 
taxeth Augustus as being Ihc nephew, not of a baker only, but 
also of a banker, in these terms : ’* Thou hast meal for thy 
mother ; and then comes a banker of Ncnilum, who out of a 
most painful bakehouse in Aricia kneadeth and mouldeth it, 
with his hands sullied by telling and ex-changing money*.” 

5 . Augustus was bom when M. Tullius Cicero and Antony 
were consuls, the ninth day before the kalends of October*, a 
little before the sunrising, in the Palatine quarter “ of tire city, 
at a place called Capita Bubula *, where now it hath a sacred 
chapel, built and erected a little after he departed out of this 
world. For, as it is found in the records of the senate, when 
C. Lectorius, a young gentleman of the patrician order, pleaded 
to have some easier punishment for his adultery, and alleged, 
over and besides his young years and parentage, this also in his 
plea before the senators, that he was the possessor and, as it 
were, the warden and sexton* of that ground or soil, which 
Augustus of happy memory touched first ; and requested 
that it might be given and granted unto the said Augustus as to 
his domestic and peculiar god, decreed it was that the same 
part of the house should be consecrated to that holy use. 

6. There is yet to be seen the place of his nursery, within a 
suburban house belonging to his ancestors, near unto Velitrae, 
a very little cabin, about the bigness of a larder or pantry ; the 
neighbours are possessed with a certain conceit, as if he had 
been there also born. To enter into this room, unless it be of 
necessity and with devout chastity*, men make it scrupulous 
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than the revenge of his uncle’s death and the maintenance ol 
his acts and proceedings. 

10. No sooner was he returned from ApoUonia, but he pur- 
posed to set upon Brutus and Cassius at unawares ; and (be- 
cause upon foresight of danger they were fled secretly out of the 
way) to take the course of law, and in their absence to indict 
them of murder. As for the plays and games for Caesar's 
victory, because they durst not exhibit them, whose lot and 
ofTice it was so to do, himself set them forth. And to the end 


that he might go through alt other matters also more resolutely, 
he professed himself to labour for the tribuneship * in the room 
of one who fortuned to die, albeit he was one of the nobility, 
though not of the senate. But seeing that M. Antonius the 
consul withstood his attempts, whereas he hoped he would have 
been his principal friend in that suit, and vouchsafed not unto 


him so much as the assistance of his own public authority or 
help procured from others in any thing®, without he agreed 
and covenanted to yield unto him some exceeding considera- 
tion, he betook himself unto the protection of those nobles and 
chief senators, imto whom he perceived that Antony was 
odious ; in this regard especially, that he * endeavoured all that 
he could by force of arms to expel Decimus Brutus’, besieged at 
lutina, out of that province, which by Caesar was granted and 
by the senate confirmed unto him. And thereupon, by the 
advice and persuasion of some, he set certain persons privily 
m hand to murder Antony; which perilous practice of his 
^seted, and fearing still the like danger to himself, he 
ij ^ soldiers with as bountiful a largesse as possibly 
A defence as well of his own person as of the 

n^vl f Toeing appointed to lead this army thus levied, in 
quahty of propraetor and together with Hirtius and Pansa, 
who had entered upon the consulship, to aid D. Brutus, he 
''“‘"'fitted unto him \vithin three 
of which Antony 

at Lntt? coat-armour or horse appeared 

?atS nL1 u But L the 

pit not fnlv 7“^’ it is that he performed the 

very heat anit° a^so of a soldier ; and in the 

standard bear 7i,- medley, by occasion that the 

arer of his own legion was grievously hurt, he sup- 
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ported the eagle with his own shoulders and so carried it a 
good while. 

11. During tliis war, when Hirtius had lost his life in the 
conflict, and Pansa soon after of his wound, it was bruited 
rifely abroad, that both of them were by his means slain, to the 
end that, having defeated Antony, and the commonwealth 
being bereft of both consuls, he alone might seize upon the 
victorious armies. And verily the death of Pansa was so 
deeply suspected, that Glyco the physician was committed to 
ward and durance, as if he had put poison into his wound. 
Aquilius Niger ^ added moreover and saith, that the one® of the 
consuls, to wit, Hirtius, was in the very confused medley of the 
battle killed by Augustus himself. 

12. But so soon as he understood that Antony after his 
flight was entertained by M. Lepidus, that other captains also 
and armies consented to take part with the side^, he forsook 
without all delays the cause of the nobles and principal 
senators ; and, for the better pretence of this change and 
alteration of his mind, craftily and unjustly alleged the words 
and deeds of certain of them ; as if some “ had given it out of 
him, that he was a boy, others *•, that he was to be adorned and 
honoured®, that neither himself nor the old beaten® soldiers 
might be rewarded according to their deserts. And the better 
to approve his repentance of the former side and faction that he 
took, he fined the Nursians * in a great sum of money, and 
more than they were able to pay ; for that upon the monu- 
ments or tomb of those citizens that were slain in the battle at 
Mutina (which at their common charges was reared) they wrote 
this title, " That they died for the Liberty and Freedom of 
their City.” 

IS. Being entered into society with Antony and Lepidus, 
he finished the Philippian war also (although he was but weak 
and sickly), and that with two battles ; in the former, being 
discamped and driven out of the field, hardly he escaped by 
flight and recovered ® the regiment or wing of Antony. Neither 
used he moderately the success of his victory, but, when he had 
sent the head of Brutus to Rome for to be bestowed rmder the 
statue of Caesar, he dealt cruelly with the noblest and most 
honourable prisoners, and not without reproachful words ; so 
far forth verily, that to one of them, making humhle suit and 
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prayer for his sepulture, lie ansAVered (by report) in this wise ; 
that it would be anon at the disposal of the fowls of the air ; and 
when others, to wit, the father and son ^ tO(';ether, entreated 
for their lives, he commanded them either to cast lots or try by 
combat whether of them should have life granted ; and so 
beheld them both as they died, while the father wlio offered 
himself to die was slain, and the son voluntarily’ took his 
death. Whereupon the rc?t, and amongst them M. Favonius, 
that worthy follower of Cato, when they were brought forth 
with their irons and chains to execution, after they had in 
honourable terms saluted Antony’ by the n.amc of cmjMiror*, 
openly reviled and let fly at him [Octavian] most foul and rail- 
ing words. Having parted between them their charges and 
offices after this victory, when Antony undertook to settle the 
East in good order, and himself to bring the old soldiers back 
into Italy, and to place them there in the lands and territories 
belonging to the free towns and boroughs, he kept himself in 
favour neither with Uic said old soldiers, nor the former pos- 
sessors of those lands ; while the one sort complained tliat tliey 
were disseized, and the other, that they were not well-entreated 
according to their hope for so good deserts. 

na Anfonius (who, con- 

i’*^!! ^ pr^uming upon the consukhip which he then bare, and 

j T/ fo make an insurrection 

Md alteration in the State) to flee unto Perusia, and there for 

without great 

rntdefa^ stage-play’s, he had com- 

the fourteen ^ common soldier, who was set within 

soldier to £fh Uie same 

coiS^= in the con- 

to a mischief S bern°LtdMe'r'T?'^‘'T'^''' 

that the man. for a while missed sudd^to ^T ^ 

alive and safe without anv har^ 

walls of Perusia nc: lie c ™to him. About the 

cepted by a strone comn t inter- 

of the toL ® ^ ““‘"■f'hoora that sallied out 
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15 . After he had forced Perusia, he proceeded to tlie execu- 
tion of very many, and ever as any went about either to crave 
pardon or to excuse themselves, with this one word he stopped 
their mouths, " Die ye must.” Some write, that 300 of both 
degrees (to wit, senators and knights) chosen out of them who 
had 3delded, were killed as sacrifices ^ upon the ides of March -, 
at the altar built in the honour of Julius Caesar of famous 
memory. There have been others who wrote, that of very 
purpose he took arms and made this war, to the end that his 
close [C. 31] adversaries and those who rather for fear than of 
good-will held in ®, upon occasion given and opportimity by L. 
Antonius their leader, might be detected^, that, having once 
vanquished them and confiscated their goods, the rewards 
promised rmto the old soldiers he might the better perform. 

16 . The war in Sicily he began betimes and with the first, 
but drew it out a long time, as being often intermitted ; one 
while, for the repairing and rigging of his fleet, which by two 
shipwrecks in tempest (and that in summer-time *) he had lost ; 
anotherwhile, by occasion of peace made at theeamest cry of the 
people, for the provision of their victuals cut off and kept from 
them, and the famine thereby daily growing ; until such time 
as, having built new ships, manumitted, and set free 20,000 
slaves, and those put to the oar for to learn to row galleys, he 
made the haven Julius at Baiae by letting the sea into the 
lakes Lucrinus and Avemus. In which when he had trained 
and exercised his sea-forces whole winters, he overcame [Sextus] 
Pompeius between Mylae^* and Naulochus® ; at the very hour 
and instant time of which naval battle he was suddenly sur- 
prised with such a sound sleep, that his friends were fain to 
waken him and raise him out of bed for to give the signal. 
Whereupon occasion and matter was ministered (as I think) to 
Antony * for to cast this in his teeth, that he could not so much 
as with his eyes open see directly before him the battle set in 
array, but lay like a senseless block on his back, looking only in- 
to the sky aloft®, nor once arose and came in sight of his soldiers, 
before that M. Agrippa had put his enemies' twelve ships to 
flight. Others blame and charge him both for a speech and 
deed also of his, as if he should cry out ® and say that, seeing his 
own regiment of ships were cast away by tempests, he would 
even against the will of Neptune obtain victory. And verily, 
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the next Jny oi the ft.uncs in iht cirni-. i.e tool: out of the 
solemn pomp there sh<".vi\ the of the s;ii(l r,f>'U ; ueitlier 

in any other we.i lightly’ was he in more and (-reati-r daniiers. 
For. having trausjxnted one .trniy into Sicily, wlien he failed 
back again for to wail over the rest of hi'; forct-.s from the con- 
tinent and firm laud’, he \v:e. at niiaw.ire;- overtaken and fiir- 
prired by Demuchares and Apoltopinncs. the lieutenants and 
admirals of Foinpi.uis, hiii at the Knijlh, with very much ado, 
he escaped with one only liarlt. In like nianrier an lie tr.avcllcd 
by land unto Khcguim '■ near l.ocri, kenninn afar oft Fom- 
peius’ galleys satlini.; .dons; the coa'.ts and weenin!; them to he 
Ills own. he went down to tlie shore, and had like to have been 
cauglu .ind taken hy them. And even then, as he made shift 
to flee .and escape through hy-ways and hlimi lanes, a bond- 
servant of Aeiniluis Paulus, a coinji.mion of hi.s, taking it to Ihc 
heart that his ni.i.ster's father Faiihis was in times pa.st by him 
proscribed and outlawed, and tmbnicing, as it wi-re, the gooti 
occasion and opportunity of revenge now ofiered, gave [made] 
the attempt to kill him. After the flight of I’ompeius when 
M. IvCpidus, one of his colleagues ”, whom he had called forth 
of Africa to his aid, bearing himself proud njion the confidence 
of twenty legions, ciiallengcd a sovereignty over the rest, and 
that with terror and menace.s, he strijit liim of all his army, and 
upon his humble submission and supplication pardoned hi-s life, 
but confined him for ever to Circcii. Tlie society” of M. 
.Antonins, wavering always in doubtful terms and uncertain, 
and, notwithstanding many and sundry reconciliations, not 
well-knit and confinncd, he broke off quite in the end ; and the 
better to prove and make good that he had degenerated ' from 
the civil behaviour and modesty of a Roman citizen, lie caused 
the last will and testament of the said Antony, which he had 
left at Rome and therein nominated even the cliildrcn of 
Cleopatra among his heirs, to be opened and read in a public 
assembly. Howbeit, when he was judged by' the State an 
enemy, he sent back unto him those of his nearest acquaintance 
and inward friends, and among others. C. Sosius and T. 
Domitius being consuls at that time still. The Bononians ” 
also, for that of old they were dependants of the Antonii and in 
their retinue and protection, he by a public act acquitted and 
pardoned for not entering into a confederacy with all Italy on 
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his side *. Not long after, he vanquished him in a naval battle 
before Actium e, what time, by reason that the fight continued 
until it was late in tlie evening, he was forced to lodge all night, 
conqueror as he was, on shipboard. 

17. When he had retired himself from Actium into the 
island [of] Samos for his winter harbour, being disquieted with 
the news of his soldiers' mutiny demanding rewards and dis- 
charge from service, those I mean, whom after the victory 
achieved he had from out of the whole number sent before to 
Brundisium, he went again into Italy ; but, in crossing the 
seas thither, twee was he tossed and troubled with tempests, 
first, between the promontories or capes of Peloponnesus and 
Aetolia, again, about the mountains or cliffs called Ceraunii. 
In both which places part of his pinnaces were cast away and 
drowned ; and withal the very tackling of that ship wherein he 
embarked was rent and tom asunder, yea, and the rudder 
thereof quite broken. Neither stayed he at Brundisium above 
twenty-seven days, that is to say, until he had settled his 
soldiers and contented them in their desires and requests, but 
fetching a compass ^ about Asia and Syria, sailed into Egypt. 
Where, after he had laid siege unto Alexandria, whither Antony 
and Cleopatra were together fled, he soon became master of 
that city. And as for Antony, who now (all too late) made 
means - for conditions of peace, he enforced to make himself 
away, and saw him dead®. And to Cleopatra, whom most 
gladly he would have saved alive for to beautify his triumph, he 
set the Psylli “ to suck out the venom and poison within her 
body ; for that supposed it was she died with the sting of the 
serpent aspis This honour he did unto them both, namely, 
to biury them in one sepulchre ; and the tomb by them begun, 
he commanded to be finished. Young Antony, the elder of 
those twain whom he had by Fulvia, he caused to be violently 
haled from the statue of Julius Caesar of famous memory, unto 
which, after many prayers but all in vain, he was fled as to 
sanctuary, and so killed him. Likewise Caesario, whom Cleo- 
patra gave out openly that she had conceived by his father 
Caesar *, he fetched back again from the place whither he was 
fled, and put him to death. The rest of the children of Antony 
and the queen together he both saved (no less than if they had 
been linked in near alliance unto himself), and also, according 
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to the state of every one of them, he inaintainf'sl ftiul cJierisheel 
rcspcelively. 

18. About, the vam>' lime, when he h<'h<'!d tfie tomb together 
with U'o corpse of Ale.xander lli*' Great, taken newly forth of 
t!ic vault or feerct cha[>e! where it was be- towed, he ret niwri 
it a coronet of gold, .and strewing flcwers thereupon worshipped 
it ; and being asked the <|u(-stion, whether lie would look njion 
the Ptolemies' aho, he answt red that he was d'Ttrous indeed 
to see a king, hut not the dead *. When he had reduced Egypt 
in the form of a province, to the end that he might make it 
more fruitful anti fit to yield com and victuals for th'i city of 
Rome, he scoured and clean; ed. by help of imldiers, all tho*:e 
ditches whereinto the Nile ovorflowcth, which by long lime had 
been choked with mud. And that the nu-niorj' of his victory' 
at Actium might he more renowned among imsteritt', he built 
the city of Nicopohs over against Actium, and ordained certain 
games and plays there, eveiy five ye.ars ; and, having enlarged 
the old temple of Apollo’ and the pl.icc wherein lie had en- 
camped, he beautified with naval spoils and then consecrated it 
to Neptune and Mars. 

19. After this, suiulry timiull.s .nnd the very beginnings of 
commotions and insurrections, many conspiracies also de- 
tected lieforc they grew to any head, he suppressed, and those, 
some at one lime, and some at another ; namely, first one of 
Lepidus the younger ; then, another of Varro Murena and 
Fannins Caepio ; soon after that, of M. Genatius', and so for- 
w'ardof Flautius Rufus and E.Paulus.his niece's* husband; and 
besides all these, that of L. Audasius, accused of forgery and 
counterfeit seals, a man neither for years able nor bod\' sound ; 
likewise of Asinius Epicadus, descended from the Parthinian 
nation, a mongrel’ and last of all, of Tcicphus, a base 
nomenclator*, servant to a woman ; for free was not Augustus 
from the conspiracj' and danger, no, not of the most abject sort 
of people. As for Audasius and Epicadus, they liad intended 
to carry away Julia, his daughter, and Agrippa, his nephew, 
out of those islands wherein they abode confined, unto the 
armies , and Telephus purpo.sed, upon a deep conceit tliat the 
sovereignly of dominion was by the destinies and wall of God 
due unto him, even to lay upon him and the senate violent 
hands. And more than that, one lime there was taken, near 
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unto his bed-chamber by night, a camp-slave belonging to the 
Illyrian army, who had deceived the porters and gotten thither 
with a wood-knife at his side, but whether he were out of his 
wits, or feigned himself mad, it was uncertain ; for nothing 
could be wrung out of him by examination upon the rack and 
torture. 

20. Foreign wars he made in his own person, two in all and 
no more ; that is to say, the Dalmatian », when he was yet a 
very youth ; and the Cantabrian, after he had defeated 
Antony. In the Dalmatian war, he was wounded also ; for 
in one battle he gat a blow upon his right knee with a stone, 
and in another, not his leg only, but also both his arms were 
hurt with the fall from a bridge •>. The rest of his wars he 
managed by his lieutenants, yet so as that in some of them, 
namely, the Pannonian and the German, he would either come 
between times, or else remain not far off, making his progress 
from the city of Rome as far as to Ravenna, or Mediolanum 
[Milan] or to Aquileia. 

21. He subdued, partly by his own conduct in proper per 
son, and in part by his lieutenants having commission imme- 
diately from him and directed by his auspices, Cantabria, 
Aquitania,Pannonia,and Dalmatia, together with all lUyricum, 
Rhaetia likewise, the Vindelici, the Salassi and the nations 
inhabiting the Alps He repressed also the incmsions of the 
Dad [C. 44 ], having slain three of their generals with a great 
number of them besides. And the Germans he removed and 
set further off, even bejmnd the river Albis [Elbe]. Howbeit, 
of these the Suevi and the Sicambri, because they yielded them- 
selves, he- brought over into Gaul, and placed them in the lands 
next unto the Rhine. Other nations being malcontent, he 
reduced unto his obedience. Neither made he war upon any 
people without just and necessary causes ; and so far was he 
from desire of enlarging his empire, or advancing his martial 
glory, that he compelled certain princes and potentates of the 
barbarians to take an oath in the temple of Mars the Revenger®, 
for to continue in their allegiance, and in the protection and 
peace which they sued for ; yea, and from some of them he 
assayed to exact a new kind of hostages, even women for that 
he perceived that they neglected the pledges of the males ; and 
yet he gave them liberty, as often as they would, to receive 
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their hostages again. Neither proceeded he at any time 
against those, who either usually or treacherously above the 
rest took arms and rebelled, to any punishment more grievous 
than this, even to sell them as captives ; with this condition, 
that they should not serve in anj’ neighbour country, nor be 
manumitted and made free within the space of thirty ® years. 
By which fame of \irtue and moderation that went of him, he 
induced and drew the very Indians and Scythians, nations 
known by report and hearsay onl}’, to make suit of their own 
accord by ambassadors, for amity of him and the people of 
Rome. The Partliians also, whenas he laid claim unto Ar- 
menia, yielded soon unto him ; and those military ensigns 
which they had taken from M. Crassus* and M. Antonius, they 
delivered unto him again at his demand, and moreover 
offered hostages unto him. And finally, when there were 
many competitors together at one time claiming a title to the 
kingdom, they would not allow of any but one by him elected. 

22 . The temple of Janus Quirinus which from the founda- 
tion of the city before his days had once and twice been shut, 
he in a far shorter space of time (having peace both by sea and 
land) shut a third time k Twice he rode on horseback ovant • 
into the city ; once pfesently [ 3 ] upon the Philippian war, and 
again, after the Sicilian. He kept three triumphs riding in his 
chariot ; to wit, the Dalmatian, the Actian, and the Alex- 
andrian. and these continued all for three day's together. 

23. Of shameful foils and grievous overthrows he received 
but two in all, and those in no place else but in Germany ; 
namely, when Lollius and Varus' were defeated. That of 
LoUius w’as a matter of dishonour more than loss and damage 
but the other of Varus drew with it in manner utter destruc- 
tion, as wherein three legions with their general, the lieuten- 
ants, and auxiliaries all were slain. Upon the new's of this 
misfortune, he proclaimed a set watch both day and night 
through the city of Rome for fear of some tumult and uproar ; 
and the commissions of presidents and deputies over provinces 
he renewed and enlarged their time of government, to the end 
that the allies of the people of Rome might be kept in allegiance 
by governors, such as were both skilful and also acquainted 
with them. He vowed also the great Roman games and plays 
to the honour of Jupiter Optimus Maximus, if the common- 
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wealth turned to better state. This® happened during the 
time of the Cimbrian and Marsian wars®. For therewith (by 
report) he was so troubled and astonied, that for certain months 
together he let the hair of beard and head grow still and wore it 
long, yea, and otherwhiles would run his head against the 
doors *, crying out, " Quintilius Varus, deliver up thy ® legions 
again.” And the very day of this unfortunate calamity he 
kept every year moiumful, with sorrow and lamentation. 

24. In warfare and feats of arms he both altered and also 
instituted many points ; yea, and some he reduced to the 
ancient manner. Military discipline ® he exercised most 
severely. He permitted not so much as any of his lieutenants, 
but with much ado and discontentment, to visit otherwhiles 
their wives, and never but in the winter months A Roman 
knight, for cutting off the thumbs ® of two young men his sons, 
to avoid the military oath and war service, he set in open port- 
sale [C. 50], himself (I say) and all his goods. Whom notwith- 
standing, because he saw the publicans about to buy and bid 
very well for him, he appointed and delivered to his own freed- 
man, that, being confined and sent away unto his living and 
lands in the country, he might permit him to live as free. The 
loth legion, for being stubborn and unwilling to obey, he dis- 
missed all and whole with ignominy ; other legions likewise, 
requiring malapertly their discharge, he cassed^ without 
allowance of rewards due for their service. Whole bands or 
cohorts, if any of them gave ground and reculed®, he tithed, 
that is to say, executed every tenth man of them : and the 
rest, he allowed barley instead of wheat to feed upon. Those 
centurions who forsook their stations he pimished with death, 
even as well as the common soldiers of their bands ; and for 
other kinds of delinquency he put them to shame sundry ways, 
as commanding them to stand all the day long before the 
praetorium®, sometimes in their single coats'* and ungirt, 
otherwhiles ■with ten-foot perches ® in their hands, or else carry- 
ing turfs of earth. 

26. After the ci'dl wars, he called none of his soldiers either 
in any public speech, or by way of edict or proclamation, by 
the name of fellow-soldiers®, but plain soldiers. Nay, he 
would not suffer them otherwise to be termed so much as by 
his sons, or his step-sons, thinking it was a more affected 
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manner ' of appellation than stood either with martial law, or 
the quietness of those times or the majesty of himself and 
his house. Libertines ” he employed in soldiery, unless it were 
at Rome about skarfires = by night (notwithstanding there was 
feared some tumult and uproar by occasion of great dearth and 
scarcity), but hwce only ; once, in garrison for defence of those 
colonies which bounded fast upon lUjuicum, a second time, for 
keeping the banks of the river Rhine. And those, being as 
yet bond, imposed upon men and women ® of the wealthier sort 
for to set out, but wthout delay manumitted, he kept with him 
to serve under one of the foremost banners* in the van-guard, 
neither intermingled with such as were freeborn, nor in the 
same manner armed. As for military gifts, he gave unto his 
soldiers trappers collars, and whatsoever stood upon gold or 
silver much sooner than vallar ’ or mural coronets «, which 
were more honourable. These he bestowed most sparingly, 
and when he did, it was without suit * made therefor ; and many 
times upon the common and base soldiers He gave unto M. 
Agrippa, after a naval victory in Cilicia, a blue streamer. 
Those captains only who had triumphed, albeit they were both 
companions with him in his expeditions and also partakers of 
his victories, he thought not meet to be rewarded rvith any 
gifts at all, because they also had power to bestow the same 
upon whom they would. Moreover, he deemed nothing less 
beseeming a perfect and accomplished captain than haste- 
making and rashness. And therefore, these mots and sen- 
tences w^ere rife in his mouth. S-ciSSc /^paSews e, 

yip ^ar aptirto ^ vrparqXaTrji ^ : 

As also. Sat ccleriier fieri, quicquid fiat satis bene s. His saying 
was that neither battle nor war wus once to be undertaken, 
unless there might be evidently seen more hope of gain than 
fear of damage ^ ; for such as sought after the smallest com- 
modities, not \vith as little danger he likened tmto those that 
angle or fish with a golden hook; for the loss whereof, if it 
happened to be knapt or broken off, no draught of fish what- 
soever was able to make amends. 

26. He managed magistracies and honourable places of 
government before due time », some of them also of a new kind 
and others in perpetuity*. The consulship he usurped and 
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entered upon in the twentieth year of his age“, presenting 
forcibly and in hostile manner his legions before the city, send- 
ing some of purpose to demand it, even in the name of the 
army, for him. What time verily, when the senate made some 
doubt and stay of the matter, Cornelius, a centurion and the 
chief man of that message, casting off * his soldier's jacket and 
showing his sword’s haft, stuck not to say thus openly in the 
senate-house, “ This here shall do the deed, if ye will not ” 
His second consulship he bare nine years after ; the third, but 
one year between ; the rest ensuing he continued one after an- 
other unto the eleventh. Afterwards having refused many 
consulships when they were offered unto him, his twelfth 
consulship a greater while after, even seventeen years, himself 
made suit for ; so did he again, two years after it, for his thir- 
teenth, to the end that, being himself in place of the sovereign 
and highest magistrate, he might bring honourably into the 
common hall * Gains and Lucius his adopted sons * ; each of 
them to commence and perform their first pleadings at their 
due time’ in virile gowns. The five middle consulships 
between, to wit, from the sixth to the eleventh, he held the 
whole years through ; the other; for the space of six, or nine, 
four, or three months, but the second, very few hours ; for 
upon the very kalends of January®, when he had sat awhile 
upon his curule chair of estate [C. 76] before the temple of 
Jupiter Capitolinus, he resigned up the office, and substituted 
another in his place. Neither entered he upon all his consul- 
ships at Rome, but the fourth in Asia, the fifth, in the island of 
Samos ; the eighth and ninth at Tarraco. 

87. The triumvirate for settling of the commonwealth^ he 
administered for the space of ten years, wherein, verily, he 
stood against his colleagues’ proceedings for a good while, that 
there might be no proscription ; but when it was once on foot, 
he executed it more sharply than they both. „ For, whereas 
they were exorable’^ and would be oftentimes entreated by 
favour and prayer to respect the persons of many, he alone was 
very earnest, that none might be spared among the rest, he 
proscribed C. Toranius also, his own tutor and guardian, yea, 
and the companion in the office of aedileship with his father 
Octavius. Junius Satuminus® writeth moreover that, after 
the proscription was ended, when M. Lepidus had in the senate- 
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house excused all that was past and given good hope of clem- 
ency for the time to come, because there had been execution 
enough done already, he on the contrary side professed openly, 
that he had determined no other end of the said proscription, 
but that he might have liberty still to proceed in all things as 
he would. Howbeit, in testimony of repentance for this 
rigour and obstinacy of his, he honoured aftenvard with the 


dignity of knighthood T. Junius Philopoemen *, for tliat he was 
reputed to have in times past hid his own patron that was pro- 
scribed. In the same triumvirate he incurred many ways the 
iU-wiU and heartburning of the people ; for he commanded 
that Pinarius, a gentleman of Rome (what time as he himself 
made a public speech in an assembly whereunto he had ad- 
mitted a multitude of pagans that is to say, such as were no 
soldiers, and espied him there to take notes of something that 
he delivered before the soldiers, supposing him to be overbusy ' 
and a spy), should be stabbed to death even in his sight ; yea, 
and he terrified Tedius Afer, consul elect (because he had mali- 
ciously in some spiteful terms depraved’ something that he 
had done) with so great menaces, that in a melancholy he cast 
himself headlong and broke his own neck. Likewise, as Q. 

allms the praetor held under his robe a pair of duple writing- 
tables , when he came of course to do his duty and salute him, 

^ underneath, 

T0L2 ^^g^tways to search him farther, for fear 

Thtth? " r. " "" him, ^^dthin 

seat of i L -fter caused him to be haled out of the tribunal 

Tnd out to centurions of soldiers, 

StThtT ha ^4 first Mdth 

Augustus writeth,“that 

parley secretly with him laid wat pretending to 

committed him to prison and 

larged* him only to dwell in dismissed and en- 

perished either by shipwTeck orTf ’ 
whoforelaid[C.25]him^ Herpr thieves 

perpetuity Therpin ' cived and held the tribunate in 

-se ,„f.r “r; 
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multitude of ini'u and their suitt, whicli, becaiiM' two would not 
suffice'', seemed to have need of a third al-y?. And therefore 
with great speed erected it was for that public use, even before 
the temple of Mars was finished. And e.xprcfsly provided it 
was by law, that in tt public causes should be dctcmiined apart, 
and choosing of judges or juries by itself. The temple of Mars 
he had vowed unto him in the Philippian war, which he took in 
hand for the revenge of lus fath*.T s death. lie ordained there- 
fore by an act, that here the senate should be consulted with, as 
touching wars and triumphs ; that from hence tho.sc praetors 
or governors, who were to go into their proe'inccs, should be 
honourably attended and brought onward on their way ; and 
that hither they should bnng the ensigns and oniaments of 
triumph, who relumed wth victory'. Tlie temple of Apollo he 
reared in that part of the Palatine house, which, being smitten 
with lightning, was by that god required, as the soothsayers 
out of their learning had pronounced ; hereto was adjoined a 
gallery', with a library of Latin and Greek books. In which 
temple he was wont in his old age both to sit oftentimes in 
counsel with the senate, and also to oversee and review tlic 
decuries® of the judges. He consecrated tlie temple unto 
Jupiter the Thunderer, upon occa.'ion that he escaped a 
danger, what time as in his Cantabrian c.xpcdition, as he 
travelled by night, a flash of lightning glanced upon his litter, 
and struck hus servant stone-dead, that went with a light 
before. Some works also he made under other folks’ names, to 
wit, his nephews, wife, and sister ; as the gallery and stately’ 
palace [basilica] of Lucius and Gaius ®, likewise the gallery' or 
porches [colonnades] of Livia and Octavia ; the theatre also of 
Marcellus. Moreover, divers other principal picrsons he often- 
times exhorted to adorn and beautify the city, cvety man ac- 
cording to His ability, cither by erecting new monuments, or 
else by repairing and furnishing the old. By which means 
many an edifice was by many a man built ; as namely, the 
temple of Hercules and the Muses by’ Marcius Philippus ; the 
temple of Diana by L. Comificius ; the Court of Liberty* by 
Asinius PoUio ; a temple of Saturn by Munatius Plancus ; a 
theatre by’ Cornelius Balbus ; and an amphitheatre by Stat- 
ilius Taurus , but many, and those very goodly’ monuments, by’ 
M. Agrippa. 
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30 . The whole space of the city he divided into wards “ and 
streets. He ordained that, as magistrates or aldermen yearly 
by lot should keep and govern the former, so there should be 
masters or constables elected out of the commons of every 
street, to look unto the other. Against skarfires [25] he de- 
vised night-watches and watchmen. To keep down inunda- 
tions and deluges, he enlarged and cleansed the channel of the 
river Tiber, which in times past was full of rammell ^ and the 
ruins of houses, and so by that means narrow and choked. 
And that the avenues on every side to the city might be more 
passable, he took in hand himself to repair the highway or 
causey [C. 44] Flaminia, so far as to Ariminum ; and the rest 
he committed to sundry men who had triumphed, for to pave ; 
and the charges thereof to be defrayed out of the money raised 
of spoils and sackage. The sacred churches and chapels de- 
cayed and ruinate by continuance of time, or consumed by 
fire, he re-edified, and those, together with the rest, he adorned 
with most rich oblations ; as who brought into the cell, or 
tabernacle of Jupiter Capitolinus at one donation 16,000 pound 
weight of gold, besides precious stones valued at 50 millions of 
sesterces *. 

31 . But after that he entered now at length upon the high 
priesthood, when Lepidus was once dead, which he never could 
find in his heart to take from him whiles he lived, what books 
soever of prophecies and destinies went commonly abroad in 
Greek and Latin, either without authors, or such as were not 
authentic and of credit, he caused to be called in from all places, 
to the number of 2000 and above ; and when he had burnt 
them, he retained those only of the Sibyl’s prophecies.* And 
even of those also he made some special choice, and bestowed 
tliem close [C. 31] in two little desks or coffers ■under the base 
and pedestal of Apollo Palatinus. The year’s revolution, 
reduced as it was into order by Julius of sacred memory, but 
afterwards tlurough negligence troubled and confused, he 
brought again to the former calculation. In the dispose 
whereof, he called the month Sextilis (rather than September, 
wherein he was bom) by his own name, because in it there 
befell unto him both his first consulship and also notable 
victories. Of all the Religious and priests, but especially of 
the Vestal virgins he augmented the number, the dignity, and 
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the commodities also. And whereas, in tlie room of any Vestal 
nun deceased, there must another of necessity be chosen and 
taken, he, perceiving many to make suit that they might not 
put their daughters to the lottery, protested and bound it vntii 
an oath that, if any one of his own nieces or daughters’ 
daughters were of competent age, he would present her to the 
place. Divers ancient ceremonies also, which by little and 
little were disused and abolished, he restored again, as namely , 
the augury » of Salus », the flamenship of Jupiter, the sacred 
Lupercal, the secular plays'* and the Compitalicii At the 
Lupercal solemnities, he commanded that no beardless boys 
should run. Likewise, at the secular plaj's, he forbade young 
folk of both sexes to frequent any show exhibited by night, \m- 
less it were in the company of some ancient person of their 
kindred. The tutelar images of cross-ways called Lares Com- 
pitales he was the first that ordained to adorn twice in the 
year with flowers of the spring and summer seasons. The 
principal honour next unto the immortal gods he performed to 
the memorial of those worthy captains, who had raised the 
Roman empire from a small thing to so high and glorious a 
state. And therefore both the works and moniunents of every 
one of them he repaired and made again, reserving their titles 
and inscriptions stUl ; and all their statues also, in triumphant 
form and shape, he dedicated in both the porches or galleries of 
his hall of justice. And in a public edict he professed thus 
much, thap-h^ devised it to this end, that both himself whiles 
he livedT, and the princes or emperors his successors for the ages 
to come, might be called upon and urged by their subjects and 
citiaens to conform themselves as it were to their pattern and 
example. The statue likewise of Pompey, translated out of 
the court wherein C.'s Caesar was murdered, he placed over 
against the princely pMace of his theatre under an arch of 
marble in manner of a thoroughfare*. 

32. Many most dangwous enormities and ofiensive abuses, 
which either had continuoed by custom and licentious liberty 
during the civil wars, or elW crept in and began in the time of 
peace to the utter ruin of\ the commonwealth, he reformed. 
For a number of bold roisteVers and professed robbers jetted^ 
openly with short swords ^d skenes* by their sides, under 
colour of their own defence ; jbassengers and wayfaring men, as 

.Bo 



OCTAVIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS 

ceeding severity, but also wth as great lenity. For when upon 
a time there was one accused for a manifest parricide, because 
he should not be sewm up in a leather male or^ budget® (a 
punishment that none suffered but such as had confessed the 
fact) he examined (by report) upon interrogatives in this 
manner, " Certes, thou never murdered’st thy father, did’st 
thou ? ” Again, whenas a matter was handled before him as 
touching a forged will, and all the witnesses that set their hands 
and seals thereto were attaint by the Cornelian law *>, he de- 
livered unto the commissioners who had the hearing and 
deciding together of the cause, not only the two ordinary 
tables of condemnation and acquittal, but a third also, whereby 
they might have their pardon, who were certainly known to 
have been seduced and brought to be witnesses, as is before, 
said, either by fraudulent practice or error and oversight. As 
for the appeals in court, he j^early assigned those which were 
for the city suitors unto praetors of the city ; but if they 
were for provincial persons, unto certain men of the consul’s 
degree, such as he had ordained, in every province one, for to 
be in commission and to determine provincial affairs. 

34. The laws made beforetime he revised and corrected ; 
some also he ordained and established anew, as namely, Sump- 
tuaria », as touching expenses at the board ; of adulteries ^ and 
uimatural filthiness committed with the male Idnd^ ; of in- 
direct suit for offices <= ; of the mutual marriages of senators 
and gentlemen wth commoners \ This act last-named, when 
he had amended and reformed somewhat more precisely and 
with greater severity than the rest, he could not carry clearly 
and go through with, for the tumult of those that refused so to 
do, but that part of the penalties at length was quite taken 
away or else mitigated, an immunity® also and toleration (of 
widowhood) granted for three years ®, and the rewards besides 
augmented. And notwithstanding all that, when the order of 
gentlemen stood out stiffly and stoutly, calling in open sight 
and publicly for the repealing of the said statute, he sent for 
Germanicus his children, and taking some of them himself, and 
bestowing the others in their father’s arms, showed and pre- 
sented them unto their view ; signifying, as well by the gesture 
of his hand as by countenance, that they should not be loath 
nor think much to imitate the example of that young gentle- 

8a 



OCTAVIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS 


man. Moreover, perceiving that the force and vigour of that 
law was dallied with and avoided by the immaturity of young 
espoused wives*, as also by often changing of marriages®, he 
brought into a narrower compass the time of wedding and 
having such spouses, and also limited divorcements. 

35 . The number of senators growing still to a shameful and 
confused company (for there were not of them so few as looo, 
and some most unworthy ; as who after Caesar’s death were 
taken into the house for favour or bribes, whom the common 
people termed abortive^, as it were untimely births or born 
before their time) he reduced to the ancient stent ~ and honour- 
able reputation, and that in two elections ; the former, at 
their own choice, will, and pleasure, whereby one man chooseth 
his fellow ; the second, according to his own and Agrippa’s 
mind. At which time he is thought to have sat as president, 
armed with a shirt of mail or privy coat under his gown, and a 
short sword or skene [32] by his side ; having a guard also 
standing about his chair of estate [C. 76], to wit, ten of the 
stoutest and tallest men that were of senator's degree, and all 
his friends. Cordus Cremutius ® writeth, that there was not so 
much as admitted then into the senate-house any senator but 
singly, one alone by himself, and not before his clothes were 
well-searched and felt, for having any weapon under them. 
Some of them he brought to this modesty as to excuse them- 
selves * : and yet for such as thus made excuse he reserved 
still the liberty to wear a senator's habit “, the honour also to 
sit and behold the games and plays in the orchestra ®, together 
with privilege to keep their place at the solemn public feasts. 
Now to the end that, being thus chosen and allowed (as is 
above said), they might with more religious reverence and less 
trouble execute the functions belonging to senators he 
ordained that, before any one sat him do^vn in his chair, he 
should make devout supplication and sacrifice with frankin- 
cense and wine, at the altar of that god ®, in whose temple they 
assembled for the time ; and that ordinarily the senate should 
not be holden oftener than twice in a month, to wit, upon the 
kalends ® and ides of the same ; and that in the months 
September and October’ none else should be bound to give 
attendance, save those that were drawn by lot, by whose 
number decrees might pass. Furthermore, he devised to in- 
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stitute for himseK, and that by casting lots, a privy council for 
six months, mth whom he might treat beforehand of businesses 
and affairs to be moved unto a frequent [C. 22] senate-house 
fully assembled. As touching matter of greater importance 
put to question, he demanded the opinion of the senators, not 
after the usual maimer and in order, but as it pleased himself , 
to the end that every man should bend his mind so intentively 
[C, 65] thereto, as if he were to deliver his own advice, rather ■ 
than give assent unto another. 

36 . Other things there were besides, whereof he was the 
author and beginner, and among the rest ; that the acts of the 
senate * should not be published nor appear upon record ; 
item, that no magistrates, after that they had left or given up 
their honourable places, should eft-soons presently be sent as 
governors into any provinces ; that, for proconsuls or presi- 
dents, there should be a certain rate in money set down and 
allowed, for their sumpter-mules, for their tents and hales*, 
which were wont really beforetime to be sent out and allowed 
for them, at the public cost of the city ; item, that the charge 
of the city’s treasure should be translated from the quaestors or 
treasurers of the city imto those that had been praetors, or to 
the praetors for the time being ; lastly, that certain decemvirs * 
should summon and assemble the centumviral court * and call 
the centumvirs to the spear, which they only were wont to do, 
that had borne the office of quaestorship. 

37 . And to the end that more men might bear their part in 
administration of the commonweal, he devised new offices ; to 
wit, the overseeing of the public works, the surveying of the 
ways, streets, and causeys [C. 44], of the watercourses or con- 
duits, of the channel of Tiber, and distributing com among the 
people ; also the provostship of the cit}'* ; one triumvirate* 
for choosing senators, and another for reviewing and visiting 
the troops or comets of horsemen, so often as need required. 
The censors, whose creation was forelet* and discontinued, 
after a long time between, he created again. The number of 
praetors he augmented. He required also and demanded that, 
so often as the consulship ■was conferred upon him, he might 
have, for one, rivo coUeagues or companions in office, but he 
could not obtain it ; whilst all men with one voice cried out, 
that his majesty was abridged enough already, in that he 
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bare not that honourable office by himself, but with 
another. 

38. Neither was he more sparing in honourably rewarding 
martial prowess, as who gave order that, to thirty captains and 
above, there should be granted by public decree full triumphs, 
and to a good many more triumphal ornaments Senators' 
children, to the end they might be sooner acquainted with the 
affairs of state, he permitted to put on even at the first their 
virile gown ; to wear likewise the senator’s robe powdered with 
broad-headed purple studs ; and to have their places in the 
senate-house. Also, at their first entrance into warfare, he 
allowed them to be not only military tribimes in the legions 
but also captains over the horsemen in the wings " ; and that 
none of them might be unexpert of the camp affairs, he ordained 
for the most part over every wing or comet, two such senators’ 
sons to be provosts. The troops and companies of Roman 
gentlemen he often reviewed ; and after a long space of time 
between, brought into use again the manner of their muster ® or 
riding solemnly on horseback, to show themselves. Neither 
would he suffer any one of them, during this solemnity, to be 
unhorsed and arrested by his adversary, that pretended any 
matter in law against him. a thing that was usually done. And 
to as many as were known to be aged or to have any defect or 
imperfection of body, he gave leave to send their horses before, 
and to come on foot to answer whensoever tliey were cited. 
And soon after he did those this favour to deliver up their 
public horses, who, being above thirty-five years of age, were 
unwilling to keep them still, 

39. Having obtained also by the senate ^ ten coadjutors, he 
compelled every gentleman (that served with the city’s horse) 
to render an accoimt of his life. And of such as were blamable 
and could not approve their living, some he punished, others he 
noted with shame and ignominy, the most part of them with 
admonition, but after sundry sorts. The easiest and lightest 
kind of admonition was the tendering imto them, in open place 
and aU men’s sight, a pair of writing-tables to read unto them- 
selves presently [3] in the place where they stood. Some also 
he put to rebuke and disgrace for taking up of money upon 
small interest for the use, and putting it forth again for greater 
gain and usury. 
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and chamber of the city than have the honour of the Roman 
city to be made vulgar and common. Nor content that he had 
by divers strait edicts and provisos kept many slaves from 
all manner of freedom, but more a great deal from full freedom 
in the best condition, as having precisely and with much curio- 
sity ® put in caveats both for the number and also for the condi- 
tion and respect otherwise of those that were to be made free, 
he added thus much moreover ; that no slave, who had ever 
been bound and imprisoned, or examined by torture, should 
obtain the freedom of the city, in any kind of enfranchisement 
whatsoever. The old manner of going and wearing apparel 
also he endeavoured to bring into use again. And having seen, 
upon a time assembled to hear a public speech, a number of 
citizens clad aU in black cloaks ® or sullied gowns ’, taking great 
indignation thereat, crying out withal : " Behold,” quoth he, 

" Romanos rerum dominos gentemque togatam ®, 

The Romans, lords of all the world, and long-rob’d nation.” 

He gave the aediles in charge not to suffer any person from 
thenceforward, to abide or stay, either in the common place or 
the circus, but in a gown laying aside all cloaks or mantles 
thereupon. 

41 . His liberality unto all degrees of citizens he showed 
oftentimes as occasions and opportunities were offered ; for 
both by bringing into the city in the Alexandrine triumph the 
treasures of the Egyptian kings*, he caused so great plenty of 
money, that usury fell, but the price of lands and lordships 
arose to a^very high reckoning ; and also afterwards, so often 
as out of the goods of condemned persons there was any sur- 
plusage of money remaining above their fines, he granted for a 
certain time the free loan and use thereof to as many as were 
able to put in security for the principal, by an obligation in 
duple the sum. The substance and wealth of senators he 
augmented and, whereas the value thereof before amounted to 
the sum of 800,000 sesterces*, he taxed or sessed them at 
1,200,000 ; and look, who had not so much, he supplied and made 
it up to the full. He gave con^aries oftentimes to the people, 
but lightly ® they were of diverse sums, one while 400, another 
while 300, and sometimes 250 sesterces ; and he left not so 
much as boys imder age, whereas they had not wont to receive 
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such congiaries, unless they were above eleven years old. He 
measured out also to the people by the poll [C. 26] corn in 
times of scarcity, oftentimes at a very low price, and other- 
whiles freely, without paying therefor ; and as for tlic tickets 
of money, he doubled the sum in them contained. 

42. And that you may know, he was a prince more re- 
spective * 0! thrift and wholesomcncss ’ than desirous of popu- 
larity, praise, and honour. Wlien the people complained of the 
want and dearth of wine, he checked and snubbed them v/jth 
this most severe speech : " that his son-in-law Agripjia had 
taken order’ good enough that men should not be athirst, by 
conveying so many waters into the citja" Unto the same 
people demanding the congiaiy, which indeed was by him pro- 
mised, he answered ; " that hi.s credit was good, and he able to 
perform his word " ; but when they cnnicstly called for one 
which he had never promhed, he hit them in the teeth by an 
edict or proclamation with their diriioncsly and impudence, 
assuring them that give it he would not, although he had 
intended it. 

And Nsith no less gravity and resolution, when, upon his 
proposing and publisliing of a congiarj’, he found that many 
in the meantime were manumitted and inserted into the 
number of citizens, fie rejected such, and said they should not 
receive any, unto whom lie had made no promise ; and to all 
the rest he gave less than he promised, that the sum which lie 
had appointed might hold out and be sufficient. When upon a 
time there was great barrenness and scarcity of corn, being 
put to a hard c.\igent ‘ and to seek a difiicult remedj’,. insomuch 
as he was driven to expel out of the city all the sort of young 
sla\ es pampered and trimmed up for sale, as also whole schools 
and companies of novicc-fcnccrs and sword-players, all 
strangers and foreigners, c.xccpt ph5fsicians and schoolmasters, 
yea, and some of the ordinary household serr'ants ; so soon as 
the market began to mend and sictuais grew plentiful, he 
writeth, that it took him in the head to abolish those public 
doles of com for ever, because upon the trust and confidence of 
them tillage was clean laid down. Howbeit, he continued not 
in that mind long, as being assured that the same doles might 
be set up again one time or other by the ambitious humour (of 
princes his successors). And therefore, after this he ordered 

88 



OCTAVIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS 

the matter so indifferently, as that he had no less regard of the 
city’s farmers of tillage and other undertakers and purveyors 
of the public com than of the people and commons of the city. 

43. In number, variet}^ and magnificence of solemn shows 
exhibited imto the people he went beyond all men. He re- 
porteth of himself that he set forth plays and games in his own 
name four and twenty times *, and for other magistrates, who 
either were absent or not sufficient to bear the charges, three 
and twenty times. Divers times he exhibited plays by every 
street, and those upon many stages, and acted bj' pla 3 'crs 
skilful in all languages, not in the common Fomm onl}', nor in 
the ordinary amphitheatre, but also in the circus. In the en- 
closure called Septa he never represented any sports but the 
baiting and coursing of wild beasts and the shows of champions- 
sight, having buUt wooden scaffolds and scats for the nonce in 
Mars* field. In like manner, he made the show of a naval 
battle about the river Tiber, having digged of purpose a spac- 
ious hollow pit rvithin the ground, even there whereas now is to 
be seen the grove of the Caesars. On which days he bestowed 
warders in divers places of the city, for fear it might be en- 
dangered by sturdy thieves and robbers, taking their vantage 
that so few remained at home in their houses. In the circus 
he brought forth to do their devoir charioteers, runners, and 
killers of savage beasts, otherwhiles out of the noblest young 
gentlemen of all the city. As for the warlike riding or tourna- 
ment called Troy, he exhibited it oftencst of all other, making 
choice of boys to perform it, as well bigger as smaller ; suppos- 
ing it a matter of antiquity, a decent and honourable manner 
besides, that the towardly disposition and proof of noble blood 
should thus be seen and known. In this solemnity and sport, 
he rewarded C. Nonius Asprenas, weakened * by a fall from his 
horse, with a wreath or chain of gold, and permitted both him- 
self and also his posterity to bear the surname of Torquatus. 
But afterwards he gave over the representation of such pas- 
times, by occasion that Asinius PoIIio, the orator, made a 
grievous and invidious complaint in the senate-house of the fall 
that Aeserninus his nephew took, who likewise had thereby 
broken his leg. To the performance of his stage-plays also and 
shows of sword-fight, he employed sometimes even the gentle- 
men and knights of Rome ; but it was before he was inhibited 
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by virtue of an Act of the senate. For after it, verily, he ex- 
hibited no more, save only a youth called L. Icius, bom of 
worshipful parentage, only for a show, that being a dwarf not 
two feet high, and weighing* seventeen pounds, yet he had an 
exceeding great voice. One day of the sword-fight that he set 
forth, he brought in for to behold the solemnity, even through 
the midst of the show-place, the Parthians* hostages, who then 
were newly sent to Rome, and placed them in the second rank 
or row of scats above himself*. Ilis manner was moreover, 
before the usual days of such spectacles and solemn sights, and 
at other times, if any strange and new thing were brought over 
unto him and worthy to l>c known, to bring it abroad for to be 


seen upon extraordinary dajs, and in a.ny place whatsoever. 
As for example, a rhinoceros within the empaled or railed 
enclosure called Septa ; a tiger upon the stage : and a serpent 
50 cubits long, within the hall Comitium. It fortuned that, 
during the great Circensian games which he had vowed before, 
he fell sick, whereby he lay in his litter and so devoutly 
attended upon tlic sacred cliariots called tensac. Again, it 
happened at the beginning of those plays, which he set out 
when he dedicated the temple of Marccllus, that his curulc 
chair became unjointed, and thereby he fell upon Ins back. 
Also, at the games of his nephews, when the people there 
^sernbled were mightily troubled .and astonied. for fear that 
the theatre would fall, seeing that by no means he could hold 
lem m, nor cause them to take hc.art again, he removed out 
^ thereof which 

m-inn^°nf confused and licentious' 
ordfr "P^'^t'-'cles, lie reformed and brought 
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from the other people". To married men that were commoners 
he assigned several rows by themselves ; to noblemen’s 
children under age his own quarter ^ ; and to their teachers 
and governors the next thereto. He made an act also, that 
not one of the base commons wearing black and sullied gowns 
should sit so near as the midst of the theatre \ As for women, 
he would not allow them to behold so much as the sword- 
fencers (who customarily in the time past were to be seen of all 
indifferently) but from some higher loft above the rest *, sitting 
there by themselves. To the Vestal nuns he granted a place 
apart from the rest within the theatre, and the same just over 
against the praetor's tribunal. Howbeit, from the solemnity 
of champions’-show, he banished all the female sex ; so far 
forth as that, during the pontifical games®, he put off a couple 
of them, who were called for to enter into combat, until the 
morrow morning •>, and made proclamation that his will and 
pleasure was, that no woman should come into the theatre 
before the fifth hour of the day *. 

45. Himself beheld the Circensian games, for the most part 
from the upper lofts and lodging of his friends and freedmen, 
sometimes out of the pulvinar sitting there with his wife only 
and children. From these shows and sights he would be 
absent many hours together, and otherwhiles whole da^s, but 
first having craved leave of the people and recommended those 
unto them, who should sit as presidents of those games in his 
turn. But so often as he was at them, he did nothing else but 
intend® the same ; either to avoid the rumour and speech of 
men, whereby his father Caesar (as he said himself) was com- 
monly taxed, namely, for that in beholding those solemnities 
he used between-whiles to give his mind to read letters and 
petitions ®, yea, and to -write back again ; or else upon an 
earnest desire and delight he had in seeing such pastimes, his 
pleasure and contentment wherein he never dissembled, but 
oftentimes frankly professed. And therefore he proposed and 
gave of his own, at the games of prize and plays even of other 
men, coronets and rewards, both many in number, and also of 
great worth ; neither was he present at any of these Greek 
games and solemnities®, but he honoured every one of the 
actors and provers of maisteries* therein according to their 
deserts. But most affectionately of all other he loved to see 
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the champions at fist-fight ^ and the Latins especially ; not 
those only who by landul calling were professed® and by order 
allowed (and even those he was wont to match wdth Greeks), 
but such also as out of the common sort of townsmen fell to- 
gether by the ears pell-mell in the narrow streets, and though 
they had no skill at all of fight, yet could lay on load’, and 
offend their concurrents® one way or other. In sum, all those 
in general, who had anj' hand in those public games or set 
them forward any way, he deigned good rewards and had a 
special respect of them. The privileges of champions he both 
maintained entire, and also amplified. As for sword-fencers, 
he would not suffer them to enter mto the lists, unless they 
might be discharged of that profession, in case they became 
victors The power to chastise actors and players’® at all 
tim^ and in every place (granted unto the magistrates” by 
ancient law) he took from them, save only during the plays and 
upon the stage. Howbeit, he examined straitly nevertheless 
zX all times, either the matches or combats of champions called 
XysUcx b, or the fights of sword-fencers. For the licentious- 
ness of stage-players he so repressed, that when he had for 
certain found out that Stephanio, an actor of Roman plays, 
a mm s uife waiting upon him, shorn and rounded ” in 
manner o a bo}', he confined and sent him away as banished, 

through aU the three theatres”. 
thP . r ^ pantomime », at the complaint made of him by 

hnncp ? ~'^‘^°rged openly in the courtyard before his 
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city against the day of the solemn elections. And to the end 
there should not want in any place either honest and worship- 
ful inhabitants, or issue of the multitude ; look, who made suit 
to serve as men-of-arms on horseback upon th? public com- 
mendation of any township whatsoever, those he enrolled and 
advanced unto the degree of gentlemen. But to as many of 
the commoners as could by good evidence prove unto him, as 
he visited the countries and regions of Italy, that they had 
sons and daughters, he distributed a thousand sesterces apiece 
for every child they had. 

47. As for those provinces, which were more mighty than 
other, and the government whereof by yearly magistrates was 
neither easy nor safe, he undertook himself to rule ® ; the rest 
he committed to proconsuls by lot, and yet otherwhiles he 
made exchange of such provinces ; and of both sorts he often- 
times visited many in person. Certain cities, confederate and 
in league with Rome, howbeit by overmuch liberty running 
headlong to mischief and destruction, he deprived of their 
liberties. Others again, either deeply in debt, he eased ; or 
subverted by earthquake, he re-edified ; or able to allege their 
merits and good turns done to the people of Rome, he endowed 
with the franchises of Latium, or else with freedom of Rome. 
There is not, I suppose, a province (except Africa only and 
Sardinia), but he went unto it. Into these provinces, after he 
had chased Sextus Pompeius thither, he prepared to sail out of 
Sicily and to cross the seas, but continual storms and extreme 
tempests checked him ; neither had hp good occasion or suffi- 
cient cause afterwards to pass over unto them. 

48. All those kingdoms which he won by conquest and force 
of arms, unless some few, he either restored unto those princes 
from whom he had taken them, or else made them over to 
other kings, mere aliens. Princes his associates he conjoined 
also together among themselves by mutual bonds of alliance, 
as being a most ready procurer and maintainer of affinity and 
amity of every one ; neither had he other regard of them all in 
general than of the very natural members and parts of his own 
empire. Moreover, he was wont to set guardians and 
governors over the said princes, when they were either young 
and under age, or lunatic and not well in their %vits, until such 
time as they were grown to ripe years, or began to come again 
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to themselves. The children of very many of them he both 
brought up and also trained and instructed together with his 
own. 

49. Out of his military forces he distributed both legions 
and auxiliaries by provinces. He placed one fleet at Misenum, 
and another at Ravenna, for the defences of the upper » and 
nether' seas. A certain number of soldiers he selected for a 


guard, partly of the city, and in part of his own person, having 
discharged the regiment of the Calaguiritanes’, which he had 
retained about him, until he vanquished Antony, and likewise 
of the Germans, v/hich he had waged among the squires of his 
body, unto the disastrous overthrow of Varus. And yet he 
suffered not at any time to remain within the city more than 
three cohorts, and those without their pavilions. The residue 
his manner was to send away to wintering places and summer 
harbours about the neighbour-to\vns. Moreover, all the 
soldiers that were in any place whatsoever, he tied to a certain 
prescript form and proportion of wages and rewards, setting 
down, according to the degree and place of eveiy one, both 
eir trniK of warfare, and also the commodities' they should 
receive after the term of their service expired and their la^vful 
.hn'" that, by occasion of old age, or for want, they 

^o^d, after they were freed from warfare, be solicited to 
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his manner was, to put precisely the very minutes of hours, 
not of day only but of night also, wherein it might be known 
they were dated. 

61. Of his clemency and civil courtesy there be many, and 
those right great proofs and experiments Not to reckon up, 
how many and who they were of the adverse faction, that he 
vouchsafed pardon and life, yea, and suffered to hold still a 
principal place in the city, he was content and thought it 
sufficient to punish Junius Novatus and Cassius Patavinus, two 
commoners, the one with a fine of money, and the other with a 
slight banishment ; notwithstanding that Junius Novatus, in 
the name of young Agrippa, had divulged a most biting and 
stinging letter touching him, and Cassius Patavinus, at an open 
table and full feast, gave out in broad terms that he wanted 
neither hearty wishes nor good-will to stab him. Moreover, 
in a certain judicial trial, when among other crimes this article 
was principally objected against Aemdius Aelianus of Corduba, 
that he was wont tohave a bad conceit ^ and to speak but basely 
of Caesar, himself turned unto the accuser, and as if he had 
been sore offended, " I would,” quoth he, " thou wert able to 
prove this unto me ; in faith Aelianus should well know, that I 
also have a tongue, for I will not stick® to say more by him.” 
And farther than this he neither for the present nor afterwards 
inquired into the matter. Likewise, when Tiberius grieved and 
complained unto him of the same indignity in a letter, and that 
incessantly and after a violent manner, thus he wrote back 
again ; " Do not, my good Tiberius, in this point follow and 
feed the humour of your age*, neither set it too near your 
heart, that there is any man who speaketh evil of me ; for it is 
enough for us, if no man be able to do us harm.” 

52. Albeit he wist well enough that temples were usually 
granted by decree even unto proconsuls, yet in no province 
accepted he of that honour, but jointly in the name and behalf 
of himself and of Rome. For in Rome, verily, he forbare this 
honour most resolutely ; yea, and those silver statues which in 
times past had been set up for him, he melted every one. Of 
which * he-caused golden tables * to be made, and those he dedi- 
cated to Apollo Palatinus. When the people offered and in- 
stantly forced upon him the dictatorship, he fell upon his knees, 
cast his gown from off his shoulder, bared his breast, and, with 
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detestation of the thing, bc-^o«ght them not to urge Inm 

tr The name and title of Lord ‘ ^ he ah.vays abhorred as a 
contumelious and reproachful temr. When, upon a time as he 
beheld the plays, these words were pronounced out of a 
comedy*-. "0 good and gnicmus Lord ' L whereupon the 
whole assembly witli great joy ami applause accorded tneredo- 
as if they had been spohen of him, immediately, both witti 
gesture of hand and show of countenance, he repressed such 
indecent flatteries, and tlic next ilay reproved them most 
sharply by an edict. Neither would he ever after .suffer him- 
self to be called dorninus, no, not of liLs own children nnc 
nephews either in earnest or iKvrrd *. And that which more is, 
such fair and glavcring ’ words he forbade them to use among 
themselves Lightly ' you .dioiiH not have him depart^ forth 
of the city or any towm, nor enter into anj' place but in the 
evening, or by night, for disquieting’ any person in doing him 
honour by way of dutiful attendance. In his consulship he 
went commonlj' in the streets on foot ; out of his consulship 
oftentimes in a close chair or litter* t”. In general salutations 
and duties done unto him he admitted the very' commons, 
entertaining the suits and desires ol all comers with so great 
humanity • as that he rebuked one of them merrily, bccau.se, in 
reaching unto liim a supplication, ho did it so timorously, as if 
he had raught a small piece of coin " to an elephant. On a 
senate-day, he never saluted his nobles but in the Curia *, and 
those verily as they sat, every one by name, witliout any 
prompter ” ; and at liis departure out of tlic house, he used to 
bid them farewell, one by one as they were set, in the same 
manner. With many men he performed mutual offices, yield- 
ing one kindness for another interchangeably. Neither gave 
he over frequenting their solemnities and feasts ” until he was 
far stept in years ; and by this occasion that, once upon a da}' 
of espousals”, lie was in the press and throng of people sore 
crowded. Callus Terrinius, a senator and none of his familiar 
acquaintance, howbeit fallen blind and purposing resolutely 
to pine himself to death <>, he visited in proper person, and by 
his consolatory and comfortable words persuaded him to live 
still. 

64. As he delivered a speech in the senate, one said unto 
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him, " I conceived ‘ you not ” ; and another, “ I would gainsay 
you, if any place were left for me to speak ” *. Divers times, 
when upon occasion of excessive altercation and brabling 
[C. 23] among the senators in debating matters, he was about 
to whip out of the senate apace in a great cheife, some of them 
would choke him with these words : " Senators ought to have 
liberty to speak their minds concerning the commonweal." 
Antistius Labeo, at a certain election of senators, when one 
man chooseth another*, made choice of M. Lepidus, who some- 
time was Augustus’ mortal enemy, and then in exile. Now 
when he demanded of the said Antistius, if there were not 
others more worthy to be chosen, he returned this answer, that 
every man had his o\vn liking and judgement by himself. Yet 
for all this did no man’s free speech, or froward self-\vill turn 
him to displeasmre or danger. 

55. Moreover, the defamatory libels of him cast abroad and 
dispersed in the Curia, he neither was affrighted at, nor took 
great care to refute, making not so much as search after the 
authors. Only this he opined, that from thenceforth there 
should be inquisition made, and examination had of those that, 
either in their own name or under other men’s, did put forth 
libels, rhymes, or verses to the infamy of any person. Further- 
more, to meet with the spiteful taunts and scurrilous scoffs of 
some, wherewith he was provoked, he made an edict against 
such. And yet, to the end that the senate should pass no act 
for the inhibition of their licentious liberty in their last wills 
and testaments*, he interposed his negative voice. 

56. Whensoever he was present himself at the general ward- 
motes for election of magistrates, he went with his own candi- 
dates* roimd about to the tribes, and humbly craved their 
voices according to the usual custom. Himself also gave a 
voice in his own tribe * as one of the ordinary people. When 
he appeared as witness in judicial courts, he suffered himself 
right willingly to be examined upon interrogatives, and also to 
be impleaded against and confuted. His common hall of 
justice* he made less and of narrower compass*, as not daring 
to encroach upon the next houses and dispossess the owners. 
He never recommended his sons unto the people but with this 
clause added thereto, " If they shall deserve.” When, being 
yet under age and in their purpled child’s habit, all the people 
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generally that sat in the theatre rose up unto them, and the 
standers below clapped their hands, he took it very ill and com- 
plained grievously thereof. His minions and inward friends 
he would have to be great and mighty men in the city ; yet so 
as they should have no more liberty than other citizens, but be 
subject to laws and judgements as well as the rest. When 
Asprenas Nonius ”, a man of near alliance and acquaintance 
with him, was accused by Cassius Severus for practising poison, 
and pleaded for himself at the bar, he asked counsel of the 
senate, what they thought in duty he was to do ? " For I 
stand in doubt," quoth he, " lest, being here present as an 
advocate, I should acquit the prisoner defendant* and so 
hinder the course of law ; again, if I be absent and fail him, 
lest I might be thought to forsake and prejudice my friend.” 
tVhereupon, by all their consents, he sat there in the pews 
[C. 78] * certain horns, but spake never a word nor afforded so 
much as a commendatory speech in the defendant’s behalf, as 
the manner of friends was to do in the trial of such cases. He 
pleaded the causes even of his very clients, and, by name, of a 
certain shield-bearer* «, uhom in times past he had called 
Orth to serve him in the wars ; he spake, I say, in his defence. 
When he was sued in an action for insult. Of all those that 
w ere thus in trouble, he delivered one and no more from making 
IS appearance in court ; and him verily no otherwise but by 
eam^t prayers and entreating the accuser before the judges ; 
Md iM he persuaded at length to let faU his action. And 
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as much money, as wherewith he bought the most precious 
images of the gods, and dedicated them in divers streets ; as 
namely, Apollo Sandaliarius®, and Jupiter Tragoedus*, and 
others besides. For the re-edification of his house in Palatine ® 
consumed by fire, the old soldiers, the decuries of the judges, 
the tribes, and many several persons by themselves of all sorts, 
willingly and according to each one's ability, brought in their 
moneys together. Howbeit, he did no more but slightly 
touch the heaps of such money as they lay, and took not away 
out of any one above one single denier ®. As he returned out 
of any province, they accompanied him honourably, not only 
with good words and lucky osses but also with songs set in 
musical measures. This also was duly observed, that, how 
often soever he entered Rome, no punishment that day was 
inflicted upon any person. 

68. The surname ^ in his style of Pater Patriae they all pre- 
sented unto him with exceeding great and unexpected accord. 
The commons, first, by an embassage which they sent unto 
Antium ; then, because he accepted not thereof, at Rome as he 
entered the theatre to behold the plays, they tendered it a 
second time themselves in great frequency, dight with laurel 
branches and coronets. Soon after, the senate did the like, not 
by way of decree nor acclamation, but by Valerius Messalla 
[Tib. 70], who had commission from them all to relate their 
minds in this manner ; " That,” quoth he, '' which may be to 
the good and happiness of thee and thy house, O Caesar 
Augustus (for in this wise we think that we pray for perpetual 
felicity and prosperity to this commonwealth) ; the senate, 
according with the people of Rome, do jointly salute thee by 
the name of Pater Patriae*.” Unto whom Augustus, with 
tears standing in his eyes, made answer in these words (for I 
have set the very same down, like as I did those of Messalla) : 
‘‘Now that I have, mine honourable Lords, attained to the 
height of all my vows and wishes, what remaineth else for me 
to crave of the immortal gods, but that I may carry with me 
this universal consent of yours imto my life's end ? ” 

69. Unto Antonius Musa his physician, by whose means he 
was recovered out of a dangerous disease, they erected a statue, 
by a general contribution of money, just by the image of Aescul- 
apius, Some householders ^ there were, who in their last wills 
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and testaments provided that thdir lieirs should lead beasts for 
sacrifice into the Capitol and pay their vows %vith this title, 
carried before them containing the reason of so doing, Because 
they* had left Augiistus living after them. Certain cities of 
Italy began their year that very day, on which he first came to 
them. Most of the provinces, over and above temples and 
altars, ordained, almost in every good town, solemn games and 
plays every fifth year in his honoim*. 

60. Kings his friends and confederates, both severally every 
one in his own kingdom, built cities calling them Caesarea, 
and jointly altogether intended, at their common charges, 
fully to finish the temple of Jupiter Ol 3 Tnpius at Athens, 
which long time before was begun, and to dedicate it imto his 
Genius. And oftentimes the said princes, leaving their realms, 
going in Roman gowns, without diadems and regal ornaments, 
in habit and manner of devoted clients, performed their dutiful 
attendance unto him day by day ; not at Rome only, but also 
when he visited and travelled over the provinces. 

61. Forasmuch as I have shown already what his public 
carriage was in places of command and magistracies, in the 
managing also and administration of the commonweal through- 
out the world, both in war and peace ; now will I relate his 
more private and domestic life, as also what behaviour he 
showed and what fortune he had at home and among his own, 
even from his youth unto his dying day. His mother he'buried 
during the time of his first consulship, and his sister Octavia in 
the fifty-fourth year of his age. And as he had performed unto 
them both, whiles they lived, the offices of piety and love in the 
best manner, so, when they were dead, he did them the greatest 
honours he possibly could. 

62. He had espoused, being a very youth, the daughter of 
P. Servihus Isauricus ; but upon his reconciliation imto Antony 
after their first discord, at the earnest demand of both their 
soldiers, that they might be conjoined and united by some near 
affinity, he took to wife Antonins’ step-daughter Claudia, the 
la\vful daughter of dame Fulvia by P. Clodius, a young 
damosel, scarce marriageable. And upon some displeasure, 
falling out vdth Fulvia, his wife’s mother, he put her away, as- 
yet untouched and a virgin ; soon after, he wedded Scribonia, 
the wife before of two husbands, both men of consular dignity, 
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and by one of them a mother. This wife also he divorced, not 
able to endure, as he miteth himself, her shrewd ‘ and perverse 
conditions : and forthwith took perforce from Tiberius Nero 
Livia DrusUla, his lawful wife and great with child. Her he 
loved entirely, her he liked only, and to the very end. 

63. Upon Scribonia he begat Julia ; by Livia he had no 
issue, although full fain he would. Conceive once she did by 
him, but she miscarried, and the infant was bom before time. 
As for Julia, he gave her in marriage first to Marcellus, the son 
of his sister Octavia, even when he was but newly crept out of 
his child’s age. Afterwards, when Marcellus was departed this 
life, he bestowed her upon M. Agrippa, having by entreaty 
obtained of his sister to yield up unto him her right and interest 
in her son-in-law For at the same time Agrippa had to wife 
one of the MarceUas ® (her daughters) and of her body [had] be- 
gotten children. When this Agrippa was likewise dead, he 
cast about and sought for divers matches a long time, even out 
of the ranks of Roman gentlemen, and chose for her his step- 
son Tiberius ® ; whom he forced to put away a former wife then 
with child, and by whom he had been a father already. M. 
Antonins writeth, that he had affianced the said Julia, first, to 
Antony his son, and afterwards to Cotiso, king of the Getae, 
what time Antony himself required to have a king’s daughter ‘ 
likewise to ■wife. 

64. By Agrippa and Julia he had three nephews [C. 26], 
Gains, Lucius, and Agrippa ; nieces likewise twain, Julia and 
Agrippina. J ulia he bestowed in marriage upon Lucius Paulus, 
the censor’s son, and Agrippina upon Germanicus, his sister’s 
nephew ^ As for Gaius and Lucius, he adopted them for his 
own children at home in his house, having bought them of 
Agrippa their father by the brazen coin and the balance'’. 
Whom being yet in their tender years, he employed in the 
charge of the commonweal ', and no sooner were they consuls 
elect, but he sent them abroad to the government of provinces 
and conduct pf armies. His daughter and nieces above-named 
he brought up and trained so as that he acquainted them 'with 
house'wifery, and set them even to card, spin, and make cloth, 
forbidding them straitly either to say or do aught but openly in 
the sight and hearing of all men, and that which might be 
recorded in their day-books. Certes, so far forth he prohibited 
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and forewarned them the company of strangers, that he mote 
upon a time unto L. Vinicius, a noble young gentleman and a 
personable, charging him that he passed the bounds of modesty, 
in that he came once to Baiae for to see and salute his daughter. - 
His nephews himself for the most part taught to read, to write, 
and to swim * ®, besides the rudiments and first introductions to 
other sciences. But in nothing travailed he so much as in this, 
that they might imitate his handwriting. He never supped 
together with them, but they sat at the nether end of the table; 
neither went he any journey, but he had them either going 
before in a wagon, or else about him riding by his side. 

65. But as joyous and confident as he was in regard both of 
his issue and also of the discipline of his house, fortime failed 
him in the proof of all. His daughter and niece, either of them 
named Julia, distained vrith all kind of lewdness and dis- 
honesty', he sent out of the way as banished. Gaius and 
Lucius® » both, he lost in the space of eighteen months ; Gaius 
died in Lycia, Lucius at Massilia. His third nephew Agrippa, 
together with his -wife’s son Tiberius, he adopted his sons in 
the forum of Rome by an act of all the curiae*. But of these 
twain -within a small time he cast out of his favour, yea, and 
confined aside unto Surrentum, Agrippa, for his base disposi- 
tion and fell nature *. Moreover, he took much more patiently 
the death than the reproachful misdemeanours of his children. 
For at the misfortune of Gaius and Lucius he was not ex- 
tremely dismayed and cast down ; marry, of his daughter and 
her lewd pranks, he gave notice in his absence to the senate, 
and that in writing, which his quaestor « read openly before 
them ; and for very shame he absented himself a long time and 
avoided the company of men, yea, and that which more is, 
once he was of mind to put her to death. And verily, whenas 
about the same time a freedwoman of his named Phoebe, one 
of them that were privy to her naughtiness [C. 6], knit her o^vn 
neck in a halter, and so ended her days, he gave it out that he 
-wished with all his heart he had been Phoebe’s father. Con- 
fined thus when she was, he debarred her wholly the use of 
-wine, and all manner of delicate trimming and decking her 
body , neither would he permit any man, one or other, bond 
or free, to have access unto her wthout his privity and leave 
asked, nor unless he might be certified before, of what age, of 
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what stature and colour he was, yea, and what marks and 
scars he carried about him After five years’ end, he removed 
her out of the island^ into the continent, where she abode at 
more liberty somewhat, and not so straitly looked rmto, for, 
to call her home again once for all, he could by no means be 
entreated ; as who, many a time, when the people of Rome 
besought him earnestly and were very instant with him in her 
behalf, openly before a frequent [C. 22] assembly of them 
cursed such daughters and such wives, saying, " God bless “ 
ye all from the like.” The infant that his niece Julia bore after 
she was condemned, he forbade expressly to take knowledge 
of and to give it the rearing. As touching his nephew Agrippa, 
seeing him to prove nothing more tractable, but rather brain- 
sick every day more than other, he transported him from Sur- 
rentum into an island and enclosed him there besides with a 
guard of soldiers. He provided also by an act of the senate, 
that in the same place he should be kept for ever. And so 
often as there was any mention made either of him or the two 
Julias, he used to fetch a sigh and groan again, and withal to 
breik out into this speech, 

oW iyafids rffurai, S.yor6t t’ 6.xo\iff0ai, 

Would God I never had wedded bride 

Or else without any child had died ®. 

66. Friendship with any person as he did not easily enter- 
tain so he maintained and kept the same most constantly ; 
not honouring only the virtues and deserts of every man 
according to their worth, but endiiring also their vices and 
delinquencies, at leastwise if they exceeded not. For out of all 
that number of his dependants there will hardly be any found, 
during his friendship, to have been plunged in adversity and 
thereby overthrown, except Salvidienus Rufus, whom he had 
before advanced to the dignity of consul, and Cornelius Gallus, 
promoted by him to the provostship of Egypt, raised both 
from the very dunghill. The one of these for practising sedi- 
tiously an alteration in the State, and the other for his un- 
thankful and malicious mind he forbade his house and aU his 
provinces. But as for Gallus, whenas both by the menaces of 
his accusers, and also by the rigorous acts of the senate passed 
against him, he was driven to shorten his own life, Augustus 
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commended verily their kind hearts to him for being so wroth 
and gideving so much in his iMihalf ; howbeit for Gallus sake 
he wept, and complained of his own hard fortune, in that he 
alone might not be angry’ with his friends within that measure 
as he would himself. All the rest of his favourites flourished in 
power and wealth to their lives’ end, as chief persons every one 
in their rank, notwithstanding some discontentment and mis- 
likes came between. For othcrwhilcs he found a want in M. 
Agrippa of patience, and in Maecenas of taciturnity' and 
secrecy ; whenas the one’, upon a light suspicion of liis cold 
love and affection*, with a jealousy besides that ?.Iarcellus 
should be preferred before him, left all and went to Mitylcnae ; 
the other* unto his wife Tercntia revealed a sccrct*>, as touching 
the detection of Miircna's conspiracy. Himself also required 
scmblably [C. 39] mutual benevolence of his friends, as well 
dead as living. For although he was none of tlicsc that lie in 
the wind to mung* and catch at inheritances, as who could 
never abide to reap any commodity by the last will and testa- 
ment of an unknown person, yet weighed he most strictly and 
precisely the supreme' judgements and testimonies of his 
friends concerning him, delivered at their deaths ; as one who 
dissembled neither his grief, in case a man respected him 
slightly and w-ithout honourable terms, nor his joy, if he re- 
membered him thankfully and wnth kindness. As touching 
either legacies or parts of heritages, as .also portions left unto 
him by any parents whatsoever, his manner was either out of 
hand to part with the same unto their children, or if they were 
in their minority’, to restore all unto them with the increase 
upon the day that they put on their virile go^vns, or else where- 
on they married. 

67. A patron he was to his freedmen and a master to his 
bondservants no less severe than gracious and gentle. Many 
of his enfranchised men he highly honoured and employed 
especially, by name Licinius, Enceladus, w’ith others. His 
servant Cosmus, who thought and spake most hardly of him, 
he proceeded to chastise no farther than with hanging a pair of 
fetters at his heels. As for Diomedes, his steward, who, walk- 
ing together vnth him, by occasion of a w’ild boar running full 
upon them, for very fear put his master between himself and 
the beast, he imputed unto him rather timidity than any fault 
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ears were yet glowing red ; also that he put away Scnbonia*, 
because she was too plain and round ^ with him, upon grief she 
took that a concubine was so great and might do so much with 
him ; as also that there were bargains and matches sought out 
for him by his friends upon liking, who stuck not to view and 
peruse ' both wives and young maidens of ripe years, all naked, 
as if Toranius the bawd were a-selling of them. Moreover, he 
writeth thus much to himself, after a familiar sort, as yet bring 
not fallen out flatly with him, nor a professed enemy ; " What 
hath change'd and altered you ? Is it because I lie with a 
queen, she is my wife ? And is this the first time ? Did I not 
so nine years since ? Alas ! good sir, yon that would have me 
company •with Octavia my wife only, tell me true : know you 
for your part none other women but Drusilla ? Go to : so 
may you fare well and have your health, as, when you riraU 
read this letter, you be not ready to deal carnally with Ter- 
tulla‘, or Terentilla, or Rnfilla, or Salvia Titisenia, or with all 
of them. And think you it sldlleth not where and whom you 
lust after and meddle with ? " 

70. Moreover, much talk there was abroad of a certain 
supper of his, more secret I wis than the rest, and which •was 
commonly called SaStKaStor * ; at which, that there sat guests 
in habit of gods and goddesses, and himsdf among them 
adorned instead of Apollo, not only the letters of Antony, who 
rehearsed most bitterly the names of every one, do lay in his 
reproach, but also these verses •without an author, so -vulgarly 
known and rife in every man’s mouth : 

Cum primum islorum conduxit mensa choragum, 

Sexque deos xtidit Mallia sexque deas ; 

Impia dum Phoehi Caesar ntendacia Jadit, 

Bum nova divorum cenai adulleria : 

Omnia se a terris tunc r.umina declinaruni, 

Fugif ef auralos luppiter ipse thrones : 

When first the table of these (guests) hired one the dance to 
lead,r>> 

And Mallia * = six goddesses and gods as many saw ; 

Whiles Caesar Phoebus conterfeits profanely and, instead 
Of supper, new adultries makes * of gods against all law ; 

All the heavenly powers then from the earth their eyes quite 
turned away. 

And Jupiter himself C'wonld not in gilt shrines * longer stay, 
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The rumour of this supper was increased by the exceeding 
dearth and famine at that time in Rome ; and the very next 
morrow there was set up this cry and note within the city, that 
the gods had eaten up all the com, and that Caesar was become 
Apollo indeed*, but yet Apollo the Tortor under which sur- 
name that god was worshipped in one place of the city. 
Furthermore, taxed he was for his greedy grasping after pre- 
cious house-furniture and costly Corinthian vessels, as also for 
giving himself much to dice-play. For, as in time of the pro- 
scription, there was written over his statue : 

Pater argentarius, ego Corinthiarius, 

My father was a banking-money-changer. 

And I am now a Corinth-vessel-monger. 

Because it was thought he procured some to be put into the 
bill of those that were proscribed, even for the love of their 
Corinthian vessels, so afterwards, during the Sicilian war, this 
epigram of him went current abroad : 

Postquam bis classe victus naves perdidii, 

Aliquando ut vincat, ludii assidtte aJeam, 

Since time he lost his ships at sea in fight defeated twice. 
That win he may sometime, he plays continually at dice. 

71 . Of these criminous imputations or malicious slanders (I 
wot not whether) the infamy * of his unnatural uncleanness he 
checked and confuted most easily by his chaste life both at 
the present and afterward. Semblably [C. 39], the invidious 
opinion of his excessive and sumptuous furniture, considering 
that, when he had by force won Alexandria, he retained for 
himself out of all the king’s household stufi and rich imple- 
ments, no more but one cup of the precious stone myrrha® ; 
and soon after, all the brazen vessels which were of most use, 
he melted every one. Marry, for fleshly lust otherwise and 
wantonness with women he went not dear, but was blotted 
therewith. For afterwards, also as the report goes, he gave 
himself overmuch to the deflowering of yoimg maids, whom his 
wife sought out for him from all places. As for the rumour 
that ran of his dice-pla3dng he bashed ® no whit thereat ; and 
he played simply without art and openly for his disport, even 
when he was well-stricken in years, and besides the month 
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December », upon other play-days also, yea. and work-days 
too. Neither is there any doubt to be made thereof. For in 
a certain epistle written with liis own hand ; " I supped,” 
quoth he, “ my Tiberius, with the same men ; there came more- 
over to bear us company these guests, Vinicius, and Silius the 
father. In supper-time* we played like old men, both yester- 
day and to-day. For when the dice * were cast *■, look, who 
threw the chance, canis or senio, for every die he staked and 
laid to the stock a denier ; which he took up and s^voQped all 
dean, wliose luck it was to throw Venus.” Again in another 
letter ; “ We lived full merrily, my Tiberius, during the feast 
Quinquatria = ; for we played every daj’, we haunted, I say, 
and heated* the dicing-housc. Your brother* did his deed 
uith many great shouts and outcries ; howbeit, in the end he 
lost not much, but after his great losses gathered up his crumbs 
prettily well * bj’ little and little, bej’ond his hope and expecta- 
tion. I for my part lost 20,000 sesterces in mine own name ; 
but it was when I had been ovcrliberal in my gaming, as com- 
monly my manner is. For, if I had c.illed for those losing- 
hands which 1 forgave my fellow-gamesters, or kept but that 
which I gave dean away, I had won as good as 50,000 dear. 
But I choose rather thus to do ; for my bounty e.valtetli me 
unto cdestial glory.” Unto his daughter thus he u-riteth : ” I 
have sent unto you 250 deniers, just so mans’ as I had given to 
my guests apiece, if they would have played together in supper- 
time, either at cockeal ’, or at even and odd.” For tlic rest of 
his life, certain it is that in every respect he was most con- 
tinent, and without suspicion of any vice. 

72 . He dwelt at first hard by the Forum of Rome above the 
winding stairs Anulariae *, in a house which had been CalNnis 
the orator’s ; afterwards on the mount Palatium, howbeit in 
a mean habitation, belonging sometime to Hprtensius, and 
neither for spacious receitc * nor statdy setting out, and trim 
furniture, conspicuous ; as wherein the galleries were but short, 
standing upon pillars made of soft Alban stone, and the 
refection-rooms without any marble or beautiful pavements. 
For the space of forty years and more, he kept one bed- 
chamber winter and summer ; and albeit he foimd by experi- 
ence the city not very wholesome in the winter for his health, 
yet continually he wintered there. If he purposed at any 
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time to do aught secretly and without interruption, he had a 
special room alone by itseK aloft, which he called Syracuse ’ 
Hither would he withdraw himself orderly, or else make a step 
to some coimtry-house, near the city, of one of his libertines 
[C. 2]. Was he sick at any time ? Then he used to lie in 
Maecenas his house. Of all his retiring places of pleasure, he 
frequented these especially that stood along the maritime tract, 
and the isles of Campania ; or else the towns near adjoining to 
the city of Rome, to wit, Lanuvium, Praeneste, and Tibur, 
where also, within the porches of Hercules’ temple, he sat very 
often to minister justice. Large palaces and full of curious 
works he misliked, and verily, those that were sumptuously 
built he razed down to the very ground ; his own, as little as 
they were, he adorned and beautified, not so much with trim 
statues and gay painted tables as TOth open walks *, pleasant 
groves', and such things, as for their antiquity and rareness 
were notable ; of which sort were at Capreae the huge members 
of monstrous fishes® and wild beasts, the bones that are said 
to be of giants, and the armour of the demi-gods and worthies 
in old time. 

73 . How slenderly provided he was of household stuff and 
furniture otherwise appeareth by his dining-pallets and tables 
yet remaining, the most part whereof be scarce answerable to 
the elegance of a mere private person. Neither slept he by 
men’s saying otherwise than upon a low bed^, and the same 
but meanly spread and laid with coverlets. He wore not 
lightly® any apparel but of housewife’s cloth, made within 
house by his wife, his sister, his daughter, and nieces. His 
gowns were neither strait ® and scant, nor yet wide and large ; 
his senator’s robe neither with overbroad studs of purple 
guarded, nor with narrow ; his shoes underlaid somewhat with 
the highest, that he might seem taller than he was. As for the 
raiment which he used abroad, and his shoes, he had them at all 
times laid ready within his bed-chamber, against all sudden 
occurrents and unlooked for occasions whatsoever. 

74 . He feasted daily, and never otherwise than at a set 
table not without great respect and choice of degrees and 
persons. Valerius Messalla [Tib. 70] writeth, that he never 
entertained any of his hbertines at supper except Menas, and 
him naturahsed first®, even after the betra3dng of Sextus 
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Pomiviiis' fleet. writclli, tfiat Jse in%'ited one, in 

wliojt; lann lie would jna!:e liis ttlxxle, and who in times p.ast 
had hem a spy ’ ‘ of Ills. He c.ime to the Imard himscl/, when 
he made a ica;.l, .wmetimes very hate, .and otlicrwhiles left the 
same as soon ; .and then his gucslr. would l)Olh fall to their 
suppers l)cfore he sat down, and also continued sitting still 
after he w.as gone. 'Hie suppers he made consisted ordinarily 
of three dishes of me.at ♦ and when he would hare most highly, of 
six at the most ; and as he entertained his guests in no exceed- 
ing .sumptuous manner, so he welcomed them with .all Uic kind- 
ness and courtesy that might be. For he would provoke them, 
if they either sat silent or sp.akc softly, to the fellowship of 
discourse and t.alk; yea, and interpose either acronmes' and 
pl.ayers, or else trivi.al fellows* out of the circus, but most 
commonlj' these discoursing |>oor thre.adb.arc philosophers’. 

75. Fcstiv.al and solemn daj'S he celebrated sometimes with 


unme.asurable c.xpenses, otheiavliiles with niirtli and sport 
only ; as‘ the Saturnalia, and at other times when it pleased 
him, he used to send abroad as his gifts, oncwhilcs apparel, 
gold, .and silver, othenvhiles money of all stamps, even old 
pieces current in the kings' days, and strange coins ; sometime 
nothing but hair clothes, sponges, colc-raf:cs’,cizars*, and such- 
like Stull, under obscure and doubtful titles symbolising some- 
what else. He was wont also to offer sale bj' marling *, in the 
time of a banquet to his guasts, of such things as were in price 
most unequal*, yea, and to tender blind barg.ains unto them 
also of painted tables, witli the wrong side outward, and so, 
y uncertain venturing upon their hap, citlicr to frustrate and 
isappoint, or fully to satisfy tlie hope of the chapmen ; yet 
so as the cheapening of the tiling should always pass through 

grow to them all as common, 
fhici j, diet (for I may not overpass so much as 

mnet ^ ^ little meat, and feeding for the 

of , ^^ond bread • and small fishes, cheese made 

firs csno!c\i pressed with the hand*, and green 

served^unto a year, his appetite 

when and w'h. w-as to eat even just before supper, 

worHi o? very 

" Whiles we were in^ Brif h ^ ’ 

m a Bntish wagon*, we tasted of bread and 
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dates.” Again : “ As I returned homeward in my litter from 
the palace, I eat an ounce weight of bread with a few hard- 
coated grapes*.” And once more: “The very Jew, my 
Tiberius, observeth not his fast upon the Sabbath » so precisely 
as I have this day, who in the baines not before the first hour 
of the night was past, chewed two morsels of bread, even before 
I began to be anointed.” Upon this retchless neglect of diet ®, 
he used divers times to take his supper alone, either before his 
other guests were set and fell to meat, or else after all was taken 
away, and they risen, whereas at a full board he would not 
touch a bit. 

77. He was by natrure also a very small drinker of wine. 
Cornelius Nepos reporteth of him, that his usual manner was, 
during the time he lay encamped before Mutina, to drink at a 
supper not above thrice. Afterwards, whensoever he drank 
most liberally, he passed not. six sextants*; or if he went 
beyond, he cast it up again. He delighted most in Rhaetian 
wine ; and seldom drank he in the daytime ®. Instead of 
drink he took a sop of bread soaked in cold water ; or a piece 
of cucumber, or a young lettuce head, or else some new- 
gathered apple, sharp and tart®, standing much upon* a 
winish liquor within it. 

78. After his noon’s repast he used to take his repose and to 
sleep awhile, in his clothes as he was, with his shoes on®, 
stretching out his feet •>, and holding his hand before his eyes. 
After supper he retired himself into a little closet or study 
and there continued he by a candle far in the night, even until 
he had dispatched the rest of that day’s business, either all or 
the most part. From thence he went directly to his bed, 
where he slept at the most not above seven hours, and those 
verily not together, but so as in that space of time he would 
awake three or four times : and if he could not recover his 
sleep thus broken and interrupted (as it happened otherwhiles), 
he would send for some to read or tell tales, and by their means 
catch a sleep again, and draw the same out often after day- 
break. Neither would he ever lie awake without one sitting by 
his bedside. Much offended he was with want of sleep or wak- 
ing early in a morning ; and if he were to be awakened sooner 
than ordinary, either about some worldly affairs of his friends, 
or service of the gods, because he would not prejudice thereby 

IIX 



OCTAVIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS 

his own good or health, he used to stay in some of his familiar 
friends’ 1 upper rooms and loft, next to the place where his 
occasions' lay. And even so, many a time for want of sleep, 
both as he was carried through the streets, and also when his 
litter was set down, he would between-whiles take a nap and 
make some stay. 

79. He was of an excellent presence and personage, and the 
same throughout all the degrees of his age most lovely and 
amiable, negligent though he were in all manner of pikedness', 
for combing and trimming of his head so careless, as that he 
would use at once many barbers, such as came next hand, it 
skilled not [69] whom ; and onewhile he clipped, another- 
whUe he shaved his beard, and yet at the very same time he 
either read, or else wrote somewhat. His visage and counten- 
ance, whether he spake or held his peace, was so mild, so 
pleasant, and lightsome, that one of the nobles and potentates 
of Gaul confessed unto his countrymen, he was thereby only 
stayed and reclaimed', that he did not approach near rmto 
him under colour of conference, as he passed over the Alps, 
and so shove him down from a steep crag to break his neck, as 
his full intent was. He had a pair of dear and shining eyes, 
wherein also (as he would have made men believe) was seated a 
kind of divine vigour ; and he joyed much, if a man, looking 
wistly' upon him, held do^vn his face, as it were against the 
brightness of the sun. But in his old age he saw not very well 
with the left eye. His teeth grew thin in his head, and the 
same were small and ragged ; the hair of his head was some- 
what curled and turning downward, and withal of a light- 
yeUow colour. His eyebrows met together ; his ears were of a 
mean bigness ; his nose both in the upper part * bearing out 
round, and also beneath somewhat \vith the longest®. Of 
colour and complexion, he was between a brown and fair 
white “. His statme but short ; and yet Julius Marathus his 
freedman 'writeth in the history of his life, that he was five 
feet and nine inches high But as low as the same was, the 
proportionable making and feature of his limbs hid it so as it 
might not be perceived, unless he were compared with some 
taller person than himself standing by. 

80. His body, by report, was full of spots, having upon the 
breast and belly natural marks which he brought with him into 
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the world, dispersed, for the manner, order, and number, like 
unto the stars of the celestial bear ^ ; as also certain hard 
risings of thick brawny skin, occasioned in divers places by the 
itching of his body, and the continual and forcible use of the 
strigil * in the baines [76] ; which callosities resembled a ring- 
worm In his left huckle-bone * •>, thigh, and leg, he was not 
very sound, insomuch as many times for grief thereof he halted 
on that side ; but by a remedy that he had of sand and reeds ° 
he found ease and went upright again. Also, the forefinger of 
his' right hand he perceived otherwhiles to be so weak that, 
being benumbed and shrunk by a cramp upon some cold, he 
could hardly set it to any writing, with the help of a hoop and 
finger-stall of horn. He complained also of the grief* in his 
bladder <>, but voiding at length little gravel-stones by urine, 
he was eased of that pain. 

81 . All his lifetime he tasted of certain grievous and dan- 
gerous sicknesses, but especially after the subduing of Canta- 
bria ; what time, by reason of his liver diseased and corrupted 
by distillations *, he was driven to some extremity, and thereby 
of necessity entered into a contrary and desperate course of 
physic “ ; for, seeing that hot fomentations did him no good, 
forced he was, by the direction and counsel of Antonius Musa 
his physician, to be cured by cold. He had the experience also 
of some maladies which came yearly *> and kept their course at 
a certain time. For about his birthday ®, most commonly he 
was sickish and had a faintness upon him ; likewise in the 
beginning of the spring <*, much troubled he was with the in- 
flation of the midriff and hypochondrial parts* ; and whenso- 
ever the wind was southerly, vrith the murr and the pose ®. By 
occasion whereof, his body being so shaken and crasie [C. 86], 
he could not well endure either cold or heat. 

82 . In winter-time clad he went against the cold with four 
coats, together with a good thick gown, and his waistcoat or 
petticoat body of woollen, well-lapped * also about the thighs 
and legs During summer he lay with his bed-chamber doors 
open, and oftentimes within a cloister supported with pillars, 
having water walming out * of a spring or running from a 
spout in a conduit, or else some one to mak wind hard by him 
He could not away [94] so much as with the winter sunshine ; 
and therefore, even at home, he never walked up and down in 
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the air without a broad-brimmed hat* upon his head. He 
travelled in a litter, and ne%’cr lightly * but in the night. The 
journeys that he made were soft* and small, so as if he went 
from Rome but to Tibur or Praencstc, he would make t\vo days 
of it. Could he reach to any place by sea, he chose rather to 
sail thither than go by land «. But as great infirmities as 
he was subject unto, he maintained and defended his body 
with as much care and regard of himself, but principally by 
seldom bathing • * ; for anointed he was very- often and used 
to sweat before a light ’ fire, and then upon it to be doused in 
water lukewarm, or else heated with long standing in tlic sun. 
And so often as he was to use the sea-waters hot, or those of 
Albula ® for the strengtlicning of his sinews, he contented him- 
self with this, namely, to sit in a wooden bathing-tub, which 
himself by a Spanish name called durcta and therein to 
shake up and do\m his hands and feet, one after another by 
turns. 

83. The e.xercises in Mars’ field of riding on horseback and 
bearing arms, he laid aside immediately after the dsdl wars, 
and took himself, first, to the little tennis-ball », and the hand- 
ball blown wth wnd Soon after, he used only to be carried * 
and to walk, but so as that in the end of every walk he would 
take his run by jumps, lapped [ 82 ] and wrapped within a light 
garment called sestertius* or a thin veil and sheet of linen®. 
For his recreation and pastime, his manner was sometime to 
angle or fish with the hook, otherwhiles to play wth cockall 
bones'*, or trundling round pellets ’ or else with nuts even 
among little boys ; whom he would lay for and seek out from 
all parts, if they were of an amiable countenance and could 
prattle prettily with a lovely grace*, but principally those of 
the Sfoors and Syrians’ kind. As for dwarfs, crooked and 
misshapen elves and all of that sort, he could not put up ■with 
such, as being the very mockeries of nature’s w’ork, and of 
unlucky presage. 

84. Eloquence and other liberal professions he exercised 
from his very childhood right willingly, and therein took ex- 
ceeding great pains. During the war at Mutina, nobvith- 
standing that huge heap of affairs and occurrents. by report he 
read, he wote, he declaimed every day. For afte^^vards, 
neither in the senate-house, nor before the people, nor unto his 
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soldiers made he ever speech, but it was premeditate and com- 
posed before, albeit he wanted not the gift to speak of a sudden 
and extempore. Now, for fear lest his memory at any time 
should fail him, lest also he might spend too much time in 
learning by rote, he began to read and rehearse all out of his 
\vritten copy. His very speeches also wtli folk by themselves, 
even with Livia his wife, about an}' grave and serious matters 
were never but penned and put down in ^vriting ; out of which 
he would rehearse the same, that he might not speak otherwise 
extempore or more or less than was meet. His pronunciation 
and utterance was sweet, carrying with it a peculiar and proper 
sound of his own, and continually he used the help of a phon- 
ascus * to moderate his voice ; but sometimes, when his throat 
was weakened*, he delivered his orations to the people by the 
mouth of a crier. 

86. Many compositions he made in prose, of sundry argu- 
ments, Of which he would read some in a meeting of his 
familiars, as it were in an auditory ; as namely, a rejuinder, 
called Rescripta, unto Brutus, against Cato k Which volumes 
when for the most part he had rehearsed, being now well- 
stricken in years and growing weary, he made over to Tiberius 
for to be read through. In like manner he wnrote certain 
Exhortations unto Philosophy, and somewhat of his own life, 
which he declared* in thirty books*, even unto the Cantabrian 
war, and no farther. As for poetry, he dealt in it but super- 
ficially. One treatise there is extant, written by him in hexa- 
meter verses, the argument whereof is Sicily, eind so it is 
entitled. There is another book also, as little as it. Of Epi- 
grams : which for the most part he studied upon and devised 
whiles he was in the baines [76]. For, having in a great and 
ardent heat begun a tragedy *, when he saw his style would not 
frame thereto and speed no better, he defaced and wiped it 
quite out. And when some of his friends asked him how Ajax 
did, he answered, that his Ajax was fallen upon a sponge* 

88. The eloquence that he followed was of an elegant and 
temperate kind ; wherein he avoided unapt and unfit sen- 
tences, as also the stinking savours, as himself saith, of dark 
and obscure words, but took especial care how to express his 
mind and meaning most plainly and evidently. For the 
better effecting whereof, and because he would not in any 
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place trouble and stay reader or hearer, he stuck not either to 
put prepositions unto verbs, or to iterate conjunctions very 
oft ; which being taken away bred some obscurity, although 
they 3deld a greater grace. As for those that affect new-made 
words such also as use old terms past date, he loathed and 
rejected alike, as fault3^ both the sorts of them in a contrary 
kind. Those he shook up divers times, but especially his 
friend Maecenas, whose myrobrcchis cincinnos^ , for these 
were his terms, he evermore curse th and taxeth, yea, and by 
way of imitation = merril3' scoffeth at. Neither spared he so 
much as Tiberius for hunting otherwhiles after old words out 
of use, and such [as] be obscure and hardly understood. As 
for Marcus Antonius, he rateth him as if he were frantic, for 
writing that which men may rather wonder at than under- 
stand. And proceeding to mock his lewd and inconstant 
humoiu in choosing a kind of eloquence by himself, he added 
thus much moreover : " And are 3mu in doubt to imitate 
Cimber Annius and Veranius Flaccus », so that you might use 
the words which Crispus Sallustius gathered out of Cato’s 
Origines " ? or rather transfer the rolling tongue of Asiatic 
orators, full of vain words and void of pith3^ sentences, into-our 
language and manner of speech ? ” And in a certain epistle, 
praising the ready wit of Agrippina his oum niece® [grand- 
daughter], " But 3'ou have need," quoth he, *' to endeavour 
that, neither in rvriting nor in speaking, you be troublesome 
and odious.” 

87. In his dail3' and ordinary talk certain phrases he had, 
which he used very often and signihcantly, as the letters of his 
own handwriting do evidently show ; in which, ever and anon, 
when he meant some that would never pay their, debts, he 
said, The3' would pay ad kalendas Graecas And when he 
exhorted men to bear patiently the present state whatever it 
was: "Let us content ourselves," quoth he, "with this 
Cato ®. To express the speedy expedition of a thing done 
hastily , Quicker, would he say, " than asparagus can be 
sodden ’. He putteth also continually for stultus baceolits ® : 
for puUus ', pttlhiacetis : and for cerriitts, vacerrosus ® ; and 
instead of male se habere, vapide se habere ® : and for languere, 
betizare\ which commonly we mean by lachanizare^°. Sem- 
blably [C. 39], for stmus, sumus ; and domes, in the genitive 
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case singular, for dotnus. And never used he these two words 
otherwise, that no man should think it was a fault rather than a 
custom. Thus much also have I observed, especially in his 
manuscripts, that he never cutteth a word in sunder ; nor in 
the end of any rewes^^ transferretli the overplus of letters unto 
those next following, but presently putteth them down even 
there underneath, and encloseth them within a compass line. 

88. Orthography, that is to say, the form and precise rule 
of writing set down by grammarians, he did not so much 
observe, but seemeth to follow their opinion rather, who think 
men should %vrite according as they speak. For, whereas 
oftentimes he either exchangeth or leaveth clean out not 
letters only, but syllables also, that is a common error among 
men. Neither would I note thus much, but that it seemeth 
strange unto me, which some have written of him, namely, 
that he substituted another in the place of a consular lieutenant 
(as one altogether rude and unlearned) because he had marked 
in his handwriting, ixi for ipsi. And look how often himself 
writeth darkly by way of ciphering ; he putteth b for a, c for b, 
and so forth after the same manner, the letters next following 
instead of the former, and for x a duple a a. 

89. Neither verily was he less in love with the study of 
Greek literature ; for even therein also he highly excelled, as 
having been brought up and taught under the professed 
rhetorician Apollodorus of Pergammn, whom, being now very 
aged, himself as yet but young had forth of Rome with him to 
ApoUonia. Afterwards also, when he was well furnished with 
variety of erudition and learning of Sphaerus “, he entered into 
familiar acquaintance with Areus the philosopher and his two 
sons, Dionysius and Nicanor ; yet so as for all that he neither 
could speak readily, nor durst compose any things. For if 
occasion required aught, he drew it in Latin, and gave it imto 
another for to be translated into Greek. And, as he was not 
altogether unskilful in poems, so he took delight even in the 
old comedy also, which he exhibited oftentimes to be acted in 
public solemnities. In reading over and perusing authors of 
both languages, he sought after nothing so much as wholesome 
precepts and examples, serving to public or private use ; and 
those, when he had gathered out of them word for word, he 
sent either to his inward friends and domestic servitors, or to 
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tFic commanders of armies and governors of provinces, or else 
for the most part to the magistrates of the city, according as 
any of them needed admonition. Moreover, whole books he 
both read from one end to the other unto the senate, and also 
published oftentimes to the people by proclamation ; as 
namely, the orations of Q. Metellus touching the propagation 
and multipljdng of children ; those likewise of Rutilius, con- 
cerning the model and form of buildings *, thereby the rather to 
persuade them, that he was not the first that looked into both 
these matters, but that their forefathers in old time had even 
then a care and regard thereof. The fine wits flourishing in his 
days he cherished by all means possible. Such as rehearsed 
before him their compositions he gave audience unto cour- 
teously and ivitli patience ; not only verses and histories, but 
orations = also and dialogues. Many', if anything were •written 
of himself, unless it were done with serious gravity and by the 
best, he took offence thereat ; and gave the praetors in charge 
not to suffer his name to be made vulgar and stale, in the 
trivial contentions of orators, poets, etc., when they were 
matched one with another. 

90 . For religious scrupulosity and superstition, thus by 
hearsay he stood affected. Thunder and lightning he was 
much afraid of, insomuch as always and in every place he 
carried about him for a preservative remedy a seal’s skin * ; 
yea, and whensoever he suspected there would be any extra- 
ordinary storm or tempest, he would retire himself into a close 
secret room underground and vaulted abovehead ; which 
he did, because once in times past he had been frighted with a 
flash of lightning, crossing liim in his journey by night, as we 
have before related [29]. 

91 . As for dreams, neither his own nor other men’s of him- 
self he neglected. At the battle of Philippi, albeit he meant 
not to step out of his pa'vihon by reason of sickness, yet went he 
forth, warned so to do by the dream of his physician h And it 
feu out well for him, considering that, after his camp forced and 
won by the enemies, his litter was in that concourse ® of theirs 
stabbed through and aU rent and tom, as if he had remained 
there behind lydng sick. Himself every spring was wont to 
see many visions most fearful, but the same proved vain iUu- 
sions and to no purpose ; at other times of the year he dreamed 
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not so often, but yet to more effect. Whenas he ordinarily 
frequented the temple dedicated to Jupiter the Thunderer in 
the Capitol, he dreamed that Jupiter Capitolinus complained 
how his worshippers were taken from him perforce, and that he 
answered that he had placed Thundering Jupiter hard by him, 
instead of a porter ® ; whereupon soon after he adorned the 
lantern* of that temple wth a ring® of bells, because such 
commonly do hang at men’s gates ®. By occasion of a vision 
by night, he begged yearly upon a certain day money of the 
people and held out his hand hollow ’ to those that brought 
and offered unto him brazen dodkins ® or mites called asses. 

92. Certain foretokens and ominous signs he observed as 
infallible presages ; to wit, if in a morning his shoes were put 
on ■wrong, and namely, the left for the right, he held it unlucky; 
again, when he was to take any long journey by land or sea, if 
it chanced to mizzle of rain, he took that for a lucky sign, 
betokening a speedy and prosperous return. But moved he 
was especially with uncouth * and supernatural sights. There 
happened a date-tree to spring forth between the very joints of 
the stones before his door, which he removed and transplanted 
in the inward court of liis domestic gods*, taking great care 
that it might get root and grow there. He joyed so much in 
the island [of] Capreae, [where] the boughs of a very old holm- 
tree, hanging and drooping now for age down to the ground, 
became fresh again at his coming thither, that he would needs 
make an exchange with the state of Naples, and in lieu of that 
island give them Aenaria [mod. Ischia]. Certain days also he 
precisely observed ; as for example, he would not take a 
journey anywhither, the day after the nundinae nor begin 
any serious matter upon the nones of a month ; herein verily 
avoiding and eschewing naught else, as he ^vriteth unto 
Tiberius, but the unlucky ominousness of the name *>. 

93. Of foreign ceremonies and religions, as he entertained 
■with all reverence those that were ancient, and whereof he 
conceived good reason, so he despised the rest. For, ha'ving 
been instituted and professed in the sacred mysteries of Ceres 
at Athens, when afterwards he sat judicially upon the tribunal 
at Rome to hear and determine a controversy as touching the 
privilege of Ceres' priests in Attica, and perceived that certain 
points of great secrecy were proposed there to b.e debated, he 
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dismissed the assembly and multitude of people standing all 
about in the court, and himself alone heard them plead the 
cause. But contrariv,Tse, not only when he rode in visitation 
all over Egypt, himself forbare to turn a little out of his way 
for to see Apis*, but also conunended his nephew Gaius, 
because, in riding through Judaea, he did not so much as once 
make supplication in Jerusalem 

94. And seeing we have proceeded thus far, it would not 
be impertinent to annex hereto, what befell unto him before 
he was bom ; what happened upon his very birthday, and 
what presently ensued thereupon, whereby that future great- 
ness and perpetual felicity of his might be hoped for and 
observ'ed. At VeUtrae, part of the to%vn wall in old time had 
been blasted by lightning ; ujxm which occasion answer was 
given by oracle, that a citizen of that town should one day be 
ruler of the world. The Velletrians, in confidence hereof, both 
then immediately and afterwards also, many a time warred 
with the people of Rome, even well-near to their own final ruin 
and destruction. At length (though late it was) by good 
proofs and evidences it appeared that the said strange accident 
portended the mighty power of Augustus. 

Julius Marathus [79] reporteth, that some six months be- 
fore Augustus’ nativity, there happened at Rome a prodigy 
publicly known, whereby foreshown and denounced^ it was, 
that Natme was about to bring forth a king over the people of 
Rome * ; at which the senate, being afirighted, made an act, 
that no man-child that year bom should be reared and brought 
up. But they, whose wives then were great-bellied (for every 
one w’as ready to draw' the hope unto himself), took order* 
that the said act of the senate shoiild not be brought into the 
city chamber* and there enrolled. I read in the books of 
Asclepiades Mendes* entitled TheoJcgoumena^, how Atia*, 
being come at midnight to celebrate the solemn sacrifice and 
divine service of Apollo, while other dames slept, fell fast 
asleep also ; and suddenly a serpent crept close rmto her, and 
soon after went forth from her ; she, therewith being awakened, 
pmified herself, as she would have done upon her husband’s 
company with her ; and presently there arose to be seen upon 
her body a certain mark or spyeck representing the picture of a 
serpent, which never after could be gotten out, insomuch as 
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immediately thereupon she forbare the public baines [76] for 
ever ; also, how in the tenth month after she was delivered of 
Augustus, and for this cause he was reputed to be the son of 
Apollo. The same Atia, before she was brought to bed of him, 
dreamed that her entrails were heaved up to the stars, and 
there stretched forth and spread all over the compass of earth 
and heaven. His father Octavius likewise dreamed that out 
of the womb of Atia there arose the shining beams of the sun. 

The very day on which he was born, what time as the con- 
spiracy of Catiline was debated in the senate-house, and 
Octavius, by occasion of his wife’s childbirth came very late 
thither, well-known it is and commonly spoken, that P. Nigi- 
dius understanding the cause of his stay, so soon as he learned 
the hours also when she was delivered®, gave it out confidently, 
that there was bom the sovereign lord of the world. After- 
wards, when Octavius, leading an army through the secret 
parts of Thrace, inquired in the sacred grove of Liber pater 
[father Bacchus] (according to the rites and ceremonies of that 
barbarous religion) concerning his son, the same answer he 
received from the priests there ; for that when the wine was 
poured upon the altars, there arose from thence so great a 
shining flame, as surmounted the lantern [91] of the temple, and 
so ascended up to heaven ; and that in times past the like 
strange token happened to Alexander the Great, and to none 
but him, when he sacrificed upon the same altars. Moreover, 
the night next following, he presently thought he saw his son, 
canying a stately majesty above the ordmary proportion of a 
mortal wight, with a thunder-bolt and a sceptre “ in his hand, 
with the triumphant robes also of Jupiter Optimus Maximus 
upon his back and a radiant coronet on his head over and 
besides his chariot dight with laurel and drawn with twelve 
steeds exceeding white. While he was yet a very babe (as 
C. Drusus hath left in writing extant), being by his nurse laid 
in the evening within a cradle in swaddling bands, beneath 
upon a low floor, the next morning he could nowhere be seen ; 
and after long seeking was fotmd at last, lying upon a very high 
turret just against the sun rising. 

So soon as he began to speak, he commanded the frogs to 
keep silence, that about the manor of his grandsires by the 
city side chanced to make a foul noise : and thereupon ever 
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afttr tin: fn'i;;-, in tlinl plact* arc not :ibl<' to croak, Abrxit foui 
miles from Koine, as ye };o directly to Cnjni.i’*, it fell nut thr.l 
suddenly an catjlf snulched ri piece of bread out of hh hand 
as lie took his dinnet within a ple.is.aiit grove ; and when he bad 
mounted up a very great height, came gently down of a sudden 
again and restored unto him the same. Q. Catulus, after the 
dedication ol the Capitol, dre.iined two nights together ; in the 
former, him thougl'.t tliat Jupiter Optiinus Ma.xiinus, while 
many young boys, noblemen’s sons, were pbyin.g alxmt his 
altar, severed one of them from the rest .and bestowed in his 
bosom the public broad S'-a! ^ of the St.ate to carry in his liand. 
And tlie next night followinj; he saw in another dream the same 
boy in the bosom of Juiiiter Capitolinus ; whom when he coin- 
iiianded to be pulled fiotn thence, prohibited he was by (he 
admonition of the god. as if the same boy should lie brought up 
for the defence and tuition of the coiumonwe.al. Now the 
morrow after, chancing to meet with young Augustus (w'hom 
cjst he had not known before), he beheld h'iin wistly fypl, not 
without great admiration, and withal openly gave it out,^ that 
he was for all the world like unto that boy of whom he dreamed, 
borne toll the former drc.am of Catulus otherwise; a.s if 
Jupiter (whenas a number of those boys required of him a 
tutor) pointed out one of them, unto whom they should refer 
|Ul their desires ; and so, lightly touching his lips, and taking as 
1 wx-re an assay thereof with his fingers, brought that kiss back 
mouth. M. Cicero, having accompanied Gaius 

I " ‘o report unto his familiar 

friends the dream he had the night before ; namely, liow a boy 

was let down from 

umn f f tJ'o C^Pi‘ol, 

unawsrec A ddivered a wliip s ; hereupon, espying at 

men) his und^r «Pogether unknown to most 

plainly that this boy wt ve'^ he whot""''^^'“' 

untn liim ir, „ . • • ' ory he, whose image was represented 

unto lum m a vision as he lay asleep 
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badge, should one day be subjected unto him. Julius of sacred 
memory, being about to choose a plot of ground for to encamp 
in about Munda, as he cut down a wood, chanced to light upon 
a date-tree, which he caused to be spared and reserved as the 
very presage of victory ; from the root of it there spnmg 
immediately certain shoots, which in few days grew so fast, 
that they not only equalised, but overtopped also and 
shadowed their stock : yea, and doves haunted the same, 
therein to nestle and breed, notwithstanding that kind of bird 
cannot of all others away with ** any hard leaves and rough 
branches. Upon this strange sight especially, Caesar by 
report was moved to suffer none other to succeed him in the ’ 
empire but his sister’s nephew. 

Augustus, during the time that he was retired to ApoUonia, 
went up in the company of Agrippa into the gallery'® of 
Theogenes the mathematician”. Now when Agrippa (who 
inquired first what his own fortune should be) had great matters 
and those in manner incredible, foretold unto him, Augustus 
himself concealed the time of his own nativity, and in nowise 
would utter the same, for fear and bashfulness lest he should 
be found inferior to the other. But when, hardly after many 
exhortations and much ado, he had delivered'® the same, 
Theogenes leapt forth and worshipped him. Augustus then 
anon conceived so great a confidence in his fortunes, that he 
divulged his horoscope and the ascendant of his nativity ; yea, 
and also stamped a piece of silver coin with the mark of the 
celestial sign Capricomus, under which figure and constellation 
he was born. 

95. After Caesar’s deatli, being returned from ApoUonia, as 
he entered Rome city, suddenly, when the sky was clear and 
weather very fair, a certain round coronet in form of a rainbow 
compassed the circle of the sun, and therewith soon after the 
monument of Julia, Caesar’s daughter, was smitten with 
lightning. Moreover, in his first consulship whiles he at- 
tended to take his augury, there were presented unto him, like 
as to Romulus, twelve geirs ' ; and as he sacrificed, the livers 
of all the beasts then killed appeared in open view enfolded 
double, and turned inwardly from the nether fillet ; and no 
man of skiU conjectured otherwise but that prosperity and 
greatness hereby was portended. 
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96. Furthermore, the very events also of all his wars he 
foresaw. What time as all the forces of the triumvirs* were 
assembled together at Bononia, an eagle, perching over his 
tent, all to-beat* two ravens that assailed and fell upon her on 
either side, and in the end struck them both down to the 
ground ; which sight the whole army marked very well, and 
presaged thereby that one day there would arise between the 
colleagues of that triumvirate such discord, and the like end 
ensue thereof, as after followed. At Philippi there was a 
certain Thessahan*, who made report of the future victory, 
alleging for his author Caesar of famous memory, whose 
image * encountered him as he journeyed in a desert and by- 
way. About Perusia, when he offered sacrifice and could not 
speed but demanded more beasts ® still to be killed, behold, 
the enemies made a sudden sally forth, caught up and carried 
away the whole provision of the sacrifice. The soothsayers 
then agreed upon this point, that those perilous and adverse 
calamities which had been threatened and denounced to him 
that sacrificed, should light ^ and return upon their heads, 
who gat the inwards ; and so it fell out indeed. The day be- 
fore he fought the battle at sea near Sicily, as he walked upon 
the shore, a fish leapt out of the sea and lay at his feet. At 
Actium, as he was going do\vn to fight the battle, there met 
him in the way an ass with his driver ; the man’s name was 
Eutychus, and the beast’s Nicon After victory obtained, 
he set up the images of them both in brass wthin that temple, 
into which he converted the very place where he encamped. 

97. His death also (whereof from henceforth I will write) 
and his deification after death was known before by many 
signs most evident. When he had taken a review of the city, 
and was about the solemn purging * thereof within Mars’ field 
before a frequent [C. 22] assembly of people, an eagle there was 
that somed oftentimes round about him and, crossing at length 
from him unto a house thereby, settled upon the name of 
■^gripps-. and just upon the first letter of that name ; which 
when he perceived, the vows which the manner was to be made 
until the next lustrum he commanded his colleague Tiberius 
tonuncupate = and pronounce. For, notwithstanding the tables 
and mstruments » containing them were now written and in 
readiness, yet denied he to undertake those vows which he 
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should never pay. About the same time the first letter ® of his 
own name, upon a flash and stroke of lightning, went quite out 
of the inscription that stood upon his statue ; answer was made 
by the soothsayers, that he was to live but just one hundred 
days after, which number that letter did betoken ; and that it 
would come to pass that he should be canonised and registered 
among the gods, because aesar, the residue of the name Caesar, 
in the Tuscan language signified god. Being about therefore 
to send Tiberius away into Illyricum and to company him as 
far as Beneventum, when divers suitors for one cause or other 
interrupted him, yea, and detained him about hearing and 
determining matters judicially, he cried out aloud (which also 
within a while was reckoned as a presaging osse [57]), that 
were he once out of Rome, he would never after be there again, 
what occasion soever might make him stay. And so, being 
entered upon his joume}^ he went forward as far as to Astura ^ : 
and so presently from thence (contrary to his usual manner =) , 
with the benefit of a fore-wind and gentle gale, took water by 
night and sailed over ®. 

98. The cause of his sickness he caught by a flux of the belly. 
And for that time having coasted Campania and made circuit 
about the islands next adjoining, he bestowed also four days 
within a retiring place of pleasure at Capreae, where he gave 
his mind to all ease and courteous affability. It happened, as 
he passed by the bay of Puteoli, certain passengers and 
soldiers out of a ship of Alexandria », which then was newly- 
arrived, all clad in white, dight also with garlands and burning 
frankincense, had heaped upon him aU good and fortunate 
words, chanting his singular praises in these terms : that by 
him they lived, by him they sailed, by him they enjoyed their 
freedom, and all the riches they had. At which he took great 
contentment and was cheered at the heart, insomuch as there- 
upon he divided to every one of his train about him 40 pieces 
of gold *>, but he required an oath again and assurance of each 
one, that they should not lay out that money otherwise than in 
buying the wares and commodities of Alexandria ®. For cer- 
tain days together that remained, among diverse and sundry 
gifts, he distributed among them over and above gowns and 
cloaks, with this condition, that Romans should use the 
Greek habit and speak likewise Greek, the Greeks also wear 
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Komp.n ftttirc And On-ir H'' aRo ron- 

tijinnlly tl;-- rn; ns; (/if wltfim th'-r/' tc* 

main''! %i'. :ijnu- • t'.rn a! CnjirnAr) Xi'-iordinn to th'* nncif-nt 
cii'iiom’. And even sinjo Uuin he nxade a fea/,t in lih, fwn 
f ii;ht. jK'rniif titu: tin ;n or r.ilh* r cxActin/; o! thejn ihefr old 
liberty of t jvirtin;:, of • n.rt' bin;; np_i)!i,-. fiiKl ot/-., and of «l;aiTi- 
bhtiij* for btirh jrif'e .uid f.’Annr. ri*> sss-rt* or reatterecl 
r.bro.id. In one \sr:d, b'* b rbatv- r.o tnritiiier of mirth and 
partiinc. 

1 1'.e i'ile’ hard by Capre ie « he called AprAyojvjlh e, of the 
idleness of r.nch as out of bb; ti.-.in retired tht tn‘>!ve<; thither. 
But on(' of his h'doveu rninions nam/ <1 Mu/inrb.is r hr had vvont 
nicmly to call •T.c'rvi, would • ih,'' founder of iliat 

lelaud. Tile f.ejiulchre of this Masyabas ('adio fli*^l a vear 
bofort) when he ji-rcsived [it} one time out td his dining* 
chamlH-r to he {ri-'^uentcd with a rort fC.Kr’j of {>coj)le and many 
hgliis, he pro.nounc'd this verre alntul. uhich he made cx* 
tempore ■ 

it r. ^''■'9 9 ^Ti,^^C Tif-’' 

I i Vt* the l<*:nb f>J Kt:- 1* ‘i *i':l on fire. 


And therewith turning to Thr.tsyllir-. a companion of 
Tiberius f-iitinp over ar.vinsi him, ami not wot lint: what the 
matter was, he .ashed lum of what pm-t'.s making he thought 
that verse to be ? And when he Muck at (he question and 
made no answer, he came out with another to it : 


'Orit csieji Mc!"/CS3» 

Stc'fit tlioii witli lights Mavgaba.*, honoured ? 

••'Iso I'e demanded whom he thought to be the 
thkii r Tctunted no other an.swcr but 

SatthTot n di-^casc‘ grew variable c ; y,x for aU 

Tiberius tvonr f *i i ^ ''"'3 end, and SO together with 

ulTh B"« in Ills Stun, from 

OoS t f more nod more, so os ol knEll. l,s 
, I , '“""6 ='"• 'oo Tiberius o„d 

led him hack from his journey, he held him o ereal avhile in 
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secret talk, neither from that time framed he his mind to any 
greater affair. 

99. Upon his dying day, inquiring ever and anon whether 
there was as yet any stir and tumult abroad as touching him, 
he called for a mirror, and commanded the hair of his head to 
be combed and trimmed, his jaws also, ready for weakness to 
hang or fall, to be composed and set straight. Then, having 
admitted his friends to come unto him and asked of them, 
whether they thought he had acted well the interlude * of his 
life, he adjoined withal this final conclusion for a plaudite ^ : 

Kpiror 56tc, leal iriyrtt ifieU /itri KTinr^saTe s, 

Now clap your hands and all with joy resound a shout. 

After this he dismissed them all, and whiles he questioned 
tvith some that were new-come from the city, concerning the 
daughter of Drusus then sick, suddenly, amidst the kisses of 
Livia and in these words, he gave up the ghost : “ Live mind- 
ful, Livia, of our wedlock, and so farewell." Thus died he an 
easy death and such as he had ever wished to have. For 
lightly *, so often as he heard of anybody to have departed this 
life quickly and without all pangs, he prayed unto God that he 
and his might have the like euthanasia ; for that was the very 
word he was wont to use. One sign only and no more he 
showed of a mind disquieted and distracted, before he yielded 
up his vital breath ; in that he suddenly started as in a fright 
and complained, that he was harried away ® by forty tall and 
lusty young men. And even that also was rather a pregnant 
presage of his mind, than a raving fit and idle conceit of light 
brain ; for so many soldiers they were indeed of the praetorian 
band, who carried him forth dead into the street upon their 
shoulders. 

100. He died in that very bed-chamber wherein his father 
Octavius left his life before him, when Pompeius and Appu- 
leius, having both their forename Sextus, were consuls, four- 
teen days before the kalends of September at the ninth hour * 
of the day, being seventy-six years old wanting five and thirty 
days. His corpse was conveyed and borne by the decurions ® 
of the free boroughs and colonies from Nola to Bovillae by 
night, for the hot season of the year ; whereas till the daytime 
it was bestowed in the hall of every town, or else in the greatest 
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temple *■ thereof. 5'rom Bcnnll-ie the tlep-ec of Roman gentle- 
men took charge of it, .md brought it info the city of Rome, 
where tliey ph'-ed it within the porch of his own hour-e. Tlie 
frcnato. botli in • eltinr; out his funcml and ah' o in honouring his 
momorials, proca.ded so far in striving who .should show 
gre.ater affection, that, .among many other compliments, some 
were of mind, tiuat the pomp and solemn convoy of his obse- 
quies fhoiild pas'- forth at the triumphal pate with the imapo of 
Victor)', whicli is in tlic Court Julia, going b<*fore, and thediief 
noblcni'-n's children of Ixath soxe'- .singing a doleful and larnent- 
ahlc fong ; other? opined that, upon the very dav of the 
funeral, their rings of gold should laid away and others of 
iron put on. Again, divers gave advice th.il his tones should 
be gathered up‘ by the priests' of the most ancient societies. 
And one above the rest would have had the name of the month 


Aiigu.st- to to shifted and transferred unto fk-ptemtor, for that 
AugustiLs wa.s hont in this and died in the other. Another 
per'-uaded that all the time from his very hirth unto the dj'ing 
day. should ho named i^trulum Au^tniutr.^, and so recorded in 
the calendars and chronicles. 


But thought best it wa.s, to keep a mean in the honours done 
unto him. \ti iicrcupm. twice and in two several places, 
praised he w.as in a funeral oration ; once toforc the temple of 
Ju iu.s laic deceased, of sacred memory, by Tiberiu,?, and 
again at the Rostra ■! under the Vcterc.sUby linisus the son of 
IibcniLs : and .so upon senators' shoulders was he home into 
ampus Martin?, and there committed to the fire and burnt, 
eit icr w.antcd there a grave personage*, one that had been 
praetor, who afTirmcd and bound it with an oath, that he saw 
ns \c^ image , when he was burnt, ascending up to heaven. 

e c lie gentlemen of the knights' order, in their single 
wais coats . ungirt and barefooted, gathered up liLs relics’' 
ogethcr. and bestowed them in a stately monument « ; which 
piece o u or ' I'raself had built between the street Flaminia and 
le an ' o i cr in his sixth consulship, and even then given 
le groies growing about it and the walks adjoining to be 
cominon for the use of the people of Rome for ever. 

101. His last will .and testament, made by him when L. 
lancus and C. Sihus wer(\con.suls, the third day before the 
nones o / pn *3. year and four months before he died, and the 
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same in two books, written partly with his own hand, and in 
part with the hands of Polybus and Hilariori his freedmen, the 
Vestal virgins®, who had the keeping thereof upon trust, 
brought forth, together with three other rolls or volumes 
sealed alike ; all which instruments were opened and read in 
the senate. He ordained for his six * heirs ; in the first place, 
Tiberius of the one half and a sixth part and Livia of a 
third E ; whom also he appointed to bear his own name 
In a second rank ®, he appointed Drusus the son of Tiberius to 
inherit one third part, and Germanicus with his three male 
children the other parts remaining. In a third degree^, he 
nominated of his own kinsfolk, allies and friends, very 
many. 

He bequeathed as a legacy to the people of Rome ® 400,006 
sesterces ® an hundred times told ; to the soldiers of the guard * 
a thousand sesterces apiece ; among the cohorts of the city 
soldiers 500 ; and to those of the legionary cohorts 300 apiece. 
Which sum of money he commanded to be paid presently ^ ; for 
he had so much in store at all times, put up in bags and coffers, 
lying by him. Sundry parcels gave he besides by legacy 
parole ®. And of some thereof he deferred the payment ®, if the 
same were above 20,000 sesterces. For paying of which he set 
a year’s day at the farthest, alleging for his excuse his mean 
estate ; and protesting, that by this account there would not 
come to his heirs’ hands above 150 millions albeit, %vithin the 
compass of twenty years immediately going before, he had 
received by the wills and testaments of his friends 1400 
millions ^1. • All which mass of treasure, together with two 
patrimonies by his two fathers and other inheritances, he had 
spent well-near every whit upon the commonweal. The two 
Julias, to wit, his daughter and niece (if aught happened to 
them) he forbade expressly to be interred in his own mausoleum. 
Of those three rolls or instruments abovenamed, in the first he 
comprised his own directions as touching his funeral ; the 
second contained a register or index of those acts which he 
had achieved ; and his pleasure was that the same should be 
engraven in brazen tables and erected before his mausoleum. 
In the third he represented a breviary and abstract of the 
whole empire : to wit, how many soldiers were enrolled and in 
pay, in any place whatsoever ; as also, how much money was in 
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the common tre.iMiry of the city .ond in his r!\«i cofien; ; lastly, 
wliat the v.'< re of siich revemu's and Iributci as 

were dm- to the .Stat>- and unjiaid. Wht-iclo lie anncjmd also 
a schedule, rontaininj; the names of freedmen and Ijond. liis 
receivers, at who^o hands the reckoning might Ik; c^'caclcd. 
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1. The patrician family Claudia (for there was likewise an- 
other, plebeian, of that name, neither in power nor dignity 
inferior) had. the first beginning out of Regilli, a town of the 
Sabines. From thence they came with a great retinue of 
vassals to Rome newly-founded, there to dwell, induced thereto 
by the counsel of T. Tatius, feUow in government of the king- 
dom unth Romulus ; or (which is the more received opinion) 
through the persuasion of Atta*^ Claudius’, a principal person 
of that house, about the sixth year after the kings were ex- 
pelled ; and so, by the senators of Rome, ranged they were 
among the patricians. Upon this, soon after, they received by 
virtue of a grant from the whole city, for their clients and 
vassals, lands to occupy beyond the river Anio, and for them- 
selves a place® of sepulture under the Capitol ; and so forth®, 
in process of time obtained 28 consulates, five dictatorships, 
censorships seven, triumphs six, and two ovations. This 
family, being distinguished by sundry forenames and surnames 
both, in a general consent rejected the forename of Lucius, 
after that two of their lineage bearing that name were convict, 
the one of robbery, the other of murder. Among surnames it 
assumed the addition of Nero which in the Sabine tongue 
signifieth strong or stout. 

2. Many of these Claudii, as they deserved many ways pass- 
ing well of the commonwealth, so, in as many sorts, they 
faulted and did amiss. But to relate the principal examples 
only in both kinds : Appius surnamed Caecus [blind] was he 
who dissuaded the entering into league and society with king 
Pyrrhus, as prejudicial unto the State ; Claudius Caudex » was 
the first man that passed over the narrow seas with a fleet, and 
drove the Carthaginians out of Sicily ; Claudius Nero surprised 
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and defeated Hasdrubal, coming out of Spain \vith a very great 
and puissant army, before he could join with his brother 
Hannibal. Contrariwise, Claudius Appius Regillanus, being 
decemvir^ chosen to frame and pen the Roman laws, went 
about by violence (for the satisfaction of his fleshly lust) to 
enthrall* a \drgin freeborn ; and thereby gave occasion to the 
commons for to fall away and forsake the nobles a second time. 
Claudius Drusus, having his o\ra statue erected with a diadem 
in a town called Forum Appii attempted with the help of 
his favourites and dependants to hold all Italy in his own hands. 
Claudius Fulcher*, whenas, in taking of his auspicia'^ before 
Sicily, the sacred pullets would not feed, caused them, in con- 
tempt of religion, to be plunged into the sea, " that they 
might drink, seeing they would not eat," and thereupon struck 
a battle at sea ; in which, being vanquished and commanded 
by the senate to nominate a dictator, scorning, as it were, and 
making but a jest at the public danger and calamity of the 
State, named a base serjeant of his own, called Glycia *. There 
stand likewise upon record the examples of women, and those 
as diverse and contrary. For two Claudiae there were of the 
same house ; both she that drew forth * the ship wth the 
sacred images of the Idaean mother ' of the Gods sticking fast 
and grounded within the shelves * of Tiber, having before made 
her prayer openly that, as she was a true and pure virgin, so the 
ship might follow her, and not otherwise ; as also another, who, 
after a strange and newmanner, being a w'oman *, was arraigned 
before the people of high treason, for that, when her coach 
wherein she rode could hardly pass forward by reason of a 
thick throng and press of people, she had openly wished that 
her brother Fulcher were alive again, and might lose a fleet the 
second time, to the end there might be by that means a less 
multitude at Rome. Moreover, very w'ell-known it is, that all 
the Claudii, excepting only that F. Clodins who, for expelling 
Cicero out of Rome, suSered himself to be adopted by a com- 
moner * and one yoimger also than himself, were always 
optimates, the only maintainers or patrons of the dignity and 
power of the patricians ; yea, and in opposition of the com- 
mons so violent, stubborn, and self-wflled, that not one of 
them, although he stood upon his trial for life and death before 
the people, could find in his heart so much as to change bis 
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weed 0, or to crave any favour at their hands. Nay, some 
of them there were, who in a brawl and altercation stuck not to 
beat the very tribimes of the commons k Furthermore, a 
virgin Vestal “ there was of that name, who, when a brother of 
hers triumphed wthout a warrant from the people, mounted 
up with him into the chariot, and accompanied him even into 
the Capitol, to this end that none of the tribunes might law- 
fully oppose themselves and forbid the triumph 

3. From this race and lineage Tiberius Caesar deriveth his 
genealogy, and that verily, in the whole blood and of both 
sides ; by his father, from Tiberius Nero, by liis mother from 
Appius Pulcher, who were both of them the sons of Appius 
Caecus. Incorporate he was besides into the family of the 
Livii, by reason that his grandfather by the mother’s side ^ was 
adopted thereinto ; which family (commoners though they 
were) flourished nobvithstanding and was highly reputed, as 
being honoured and graced with eight consulships, two censor- 
ships, and three triumphs, with a dictatorship also and master- 
ship of the horsemen ; reno^vned likewise and ennobled for 
brave and notable men, Salinator “ especially and the Drusi ®. 
As for Salinator, in his censorship he noted and taxed,all the 
tribes, every one and whole body of the people, for unconstant 
levity ; for that, having upon his former consulship con- 
demned him and set a fine upon his head, yet afterwards they 
made him consul a second time and censor besides. Drusus, 
upon the killing of one Drausus, the general of his enemies, in 
■ close combat and single fight, purchased unto liimseH and his 
posterity after him that surname. It is reported also, that 
this Drusus, being propraetor, recovered and fetched again 
out of his province of Gaul that gold which in times past had 
been given unto the Senones, when they besieged the Capitol ; 
and that it was not Camillus (as the voice goeth) that wrested 
the same perforce out of their hands. His son ® in the fourth 
degree of descent, called, for his singular employment against 
the Gracchi, patron of the senate, left behind him a son, whom, 
in the like variance and debate^, as he was busy in devising and 
putting in practice sundry plots, the adverse faction treacher- 
ously slew. 

4. But, the father of this Tiberius Caesar, being treasurer 
unto C. Caesar and admiral of a fleet in the Alexandrine war, 
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performed verj' good service for tJie achieving of \dcforj% 
whereupon he \v;is both substituted pontifex instead of Scipio, 
and also sent with commission to plant colonies in Gaul, 
among which were Narbo [Narbonne] and Arelatc [Arles]. 
Howbeit, after that Caesar was slain, whenas all men for fear 
of troubles and uproars decreed a final abolition and oblivion * 
of that act (and all other quarrels thereupon depending) he 
proceeded farther and opined, that thej' should consult about 
the rewards of such tjuant-killers. After this, having home 
his praetorship (in the end of which year there arose some dis- 
cord between the triumvirs) he retained by him stiU the 
ensigns’ and ornaments of that office after the time fully 
expired ; and following L. Antonius, the consul and the 
triumvir’s brother, as far as to Perusia, when the rest jdelded 
themselves, continued alone fast, and stuck to the faction (that 
sided against Octavius), and first escaped to Praeneste, then to 
Naples ; where when he had proclaimed (but in vain) freedom 
for all bondslaves he fled into Sicily. But taking it to the 
heart that he was not immediately admitted to the presence of 
Sextus Pompeius, but debarred the use of his knitches of rods 
to be borne before him “, he crossed the seas into Achaia, and 
went to M. Antonius. With whom, by occasion that, shortly 
after, an atonement and peace was made between all parties, 
he returned to Rome ; and at the request of Augustus 3delded 
unto him his own wife Livia DrusUla, who both at that time 
was great with child, and also had already before brought him a 
son named Tiberius in his own house. Not long after, he 
departed this life, and left his children surviving him, namely, 
Tiberius Nero and Drusus Nero. 

5. Some have thought that this Tiberius Caesar was bom 
at Fvmdi, grounding upon a light conjecture, because his 
mother’s grandam' was a Fundane bom, and for that soon 
after the image of Felicity*, by virtue of an act of the senate, 
was there publicly set up ». But, as the most authors and 
those of better credit do write, bom he was at Rome in the 
Mount Palatium, the sixteenth day before the kalends of 
December*, when M. Aemilius Lepidus was consul the second 
time together with Munatius Plancus. even after the war at 
Philippi ; for so it stands upon record and in the public 
registers. Yet there want not some who write otherwise : 
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partly, that he was bom a year before in the consulship of 
Hirtius and Pansa, and partly, the year next following, wherein 
Servilius Isauricus and Antonius were consuls. 

6. His infancy and childhood both were exceeding for- 
ward ^ “ and the same full of toilsome travail and danger, by 
occasion that ever3rwhere he accompanied his parents still, in 
their flights and escapes. And verily, twice he had like to have 
descried ® them with his wrawling * at Naples, what time as, a 
little before the forcible and sudden entry of the enemy, they 
made shift secretly to get into a ship ; namely once, when he 
was taken hastily from his nurse’s breast, and a second time 
out of his mother’s lap and arms, by those who, as the necessity 
of the time required, did their best to ease the poor women of 
their burden and load. He was carried away with them like- 
wise through Sicily and Achaia ; yea, and being recommended 
to the Lacedaemonians (who were under the protection of the. 
Claudii, their patrons) for to take the charge of him in public, 
as he departed from thence by night, he was in danger of his 
life by reason of a fight [Aug. 82] flaming fire, which suddenly 
from all parts arose out of a wood, and compassed all the com- 
pany in his train, so as that some part of Livia’s apparel and 
the hair of her head was scorched and singed therewith. The 
gifts bestowed upon him in Sicily by Pompeia, the sister of 
Sextus Pompeius, to wit, a little cloak with a button or clasp 
to it, likewise studs and bosses of gold, continue and arc yet 
sho^vn to be seen at Baiae. After his return into the city of 
Rome, being adopted by M. Gallius, a senator, in his last will 
and testament, he accepted of the inheritance and entered 
upon it ; but within a while forbare the name, because Gallius 
had sided with the adverse faction and taken part against 
Augustus. Being nine years old, he praised his father de- 
ceased openly from the Rostra. Afterwards, as he grew to be a 
springall he accompanied in the Actian triumph the chariot 
of Augustus, riding upon the steed drawing without the yoke ® 
on the left hand, whenas Marcellus, the son of Octavia, rode 
upon the other on the right hand *>. He was president also at 
the Actian games® and plays, yea, and the Trojan tournament 
in the Circensian solemnities, where he led the troop of the 
bigger boys. 

7. After he had put on his virile robe *, his whole youth and 
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all the time besides of the age next ensuing, even unto the 
beginning of his empire, he passed for the most part in these 
affairs following. He exhibited one sword-fight, perfomred by 
fencers to tl\e outrance [C. 39 l» memorial of his father, like- 
wise another in the honourable remembrance of his grand- 
father Drusus, and those at sundry times and in diverse 
places ; the former in tire Forum ’ of Rome, the second in the 
amphitheatre, harnng brought again into the lists even those 
that were freed beforetime and discharged from that profes- 
sion ; whom be now hired and bound to fight with the sum of 
100,000 sesterces. He did set forth stage-plays also, but 
whiles himself was absent, all with great magnificence, and also 
at the charges of his mother’ and step-father*. Agrippina’, 
the daughter also of M. Agrippa and niece to Pomponius 
Atticus, a gentleman of Rome, him 1 mean, imto whom 
Cicero wrote his epistles, he tool; to wife. And when he had 
begotten of her a son named Drusus, albeit she fitted him well 
enough and was besides with child again, enforced he was to 
put her away, and forthwith to wed Julia, the daughter of 
Augustus ; not without much grief and heart-break, consider- 
ing that he both desired still the company of Agrippina and 
also misliked the conditions and demeanour of Julia, as whom 
he perceived to have had a mind and fancy unto him whiles she 
was the w'ife of a former husband, which verily was" thought 
also abroad. But as he grieved, that after the divorce he had 
driven away Agrippina, so when he chanced but once (as she 
met him) to see her, he followed her still with his eyes so bent *, 
so sivelling, and staring’, that strait order was given, and a 
watch set, she should never after come in his way nor within 
his sight. With Julia he lived at the first in great concord and 
mutual love , but afterwards he began to estrange himself, and 
(that which was the more grief) he proceeded to part beds and 
to lie from her continually, namely, after that the pledge of 
love, their son begotten between them, was untimely taken 
away, who being bom at Aquileia died a very infant. His 
own brotlier Drusus ’ he lost in Germany, whose body he con- 
veyed throughout to Rome, going before it all the way on foot. 

8 . In his first rudiments and beginnings of civil offices, he 
pleaded at the bar in defence of Archelaus, of the Trallians and 
Thessalians, all of them in sundry causes whiles Augustus sat 
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in judgement to hear their trial ; in tire behalf also of the 
Laodiceans, Thyatireans and Chians, who had suffered great 
loss by earthquake, and humbly sought for relief, he entreated 
the senate. As for Fannius Caepio, who together with Varro 
Murena had conspired against Augustus, he arraigned [him] of 
high treason before the judges, and caused him to be con- 
demned ; and amid these affairs he executed a duple cliarge 
and function’, to wit, the purveyance of com and victuals, 
whereof there happened to be scarcity ; and the skouringe ® or 
riddance of the workhouse prisons®, the lords and masters 
whereof were become odious, as if they had caught up and held 
to work not only wayfaring persons, but those also who, for 
fear of taking a military oath and to be enrolled, were driven to 
shroud themselves* in such corners and rting-holes [C. i]. 

9. His first service in the wars was in the expedition of 
Cantabria, what time he had the place of a tribune military 
Afterwards, having the conduct of an army into the East parts, 
he restored the kingdom of Armenia unto Tigranes, and from 
the tribunal scat did put the diadem upon his head. He re- 
covered also those military ensigns which the Parthians had 
taken from M, Crassus. After this he governed as regent that 
part, of Gaul beyond the Alps, called Comata, which was full 
of troubles, partly by the incursions of barbarous nations, and 
in part through the intestine discord of princes and nobles of 
the country. Then warred he upon the Rhaetians and 
Vindelicians, and so forward upon the Pannonians and Ger- 
mans (whom he vanquished all). In the Rhaetian and Vinde- 
lician wars he subdued the nations inhabiting the Alps ; in the 
Pannonian, he conquered the Breuci and Dalmatians. In the 
German war he brought over into Gaul 40,000 that yielded unto 
him, and placed them near unto the Rhine bank, where they 
had their habitations assigned. For which acts, he entered 
the city of Rome both ovant [Aug. 22] riding on horseback, and 
also triumphant mounted upon a chariot, being the first® (as 
some think) that was honoured with triumphal ornaments, a 
new kind of honour and never granted to any man before. To 
bear magistracy he both began betimes, and also ran through 
them all in manner jointly and without intermission, namely, 
his quaestorship, praetorship, and consulate. After some 
space between, he became consul a second time, yea, and 
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ako received the tribunician authority for five years 
together. 

10. In this confluence of so many prosperous successes, in 
the strength also of his years and perfect health, he had a full 
purpose suddenly to retire himself and remove out of the way 
as far as he could. WTiether it were for the weariness he had of 
his wife, whom neither he durst plainly charge or put away, nor 
was able to endure any longer, or to the end that, by avoiding 
contempt “ incident to daily and continual residence, he might 
maintain and increase his authority by absenting himself, if at 
any time the State stood in need of him, it is uncertain. Some 
are of opinion that, considering Augustus his children were 
now well-grown, he of his own accord yielded up unto them the 
place and possession, as it were, of the second degree*, which 
himself had usurped and held a long time ; following herein the 
example of M. Agrippa, who, having preferred* M. MarceUus 
to be employed in public affairs, departed unto Mitylenae, 
lest by his presence he might seem to hinder* them or deprave 
[Aug. 27] their proceedings. \\Tiich cause even himself, but 
after\vards, alleged ; marry, for the present, pretending the 
satiety that he had of honourable places, and rest from his 
travails, he made suit for licence to depart ; neither gave he 
any ear to his own mother humbly beseeching him to stay, nor 
to his step-father, who complained also that he should be 
forsaken thereby and left desolate in the senate. Moreover, 
when they w’ere instant still to hold him back, he abstained 
from all kind of meat four days together. At length, having 
obtained leave to be gone, he left his wife and son behind him 
at Rome, and forthwith went down to Ostia, giving not - so 
much as one word again to any that accompanied him thither, 
and kissing very few of them at the parting. 

11. As he sailed from Ostia along the coast of Campania, 
upon news that he heard of Augustus' weakness, he stayed 
awhile and went not forward ; but when a rumour began to be 
spread of him (as if he lingered there, waiting some opportvmity 
of greater hopes), he made no more ado, but even against wind 
and weather sailed through and passed over to Rhodes, having 
taken a delight to the pleasant and healthful situation of that 
island, ever since he arrived there in his return from Armenia. 
Contenting himself here with a mean and small habitation, 
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with a farm-house ^ likewise by the city side not much larger 
nor of greater receite [Aug. 72], he purposed to lead a very civil 
and private life ; walking otherwhile in the gymnasium * with- 
out lictor® or other officer, performing acts and duties in 
manner one for another with the Greeks conversing there. It 
happened upon a time, when he disposed of the businesses 
which he would dispatch one day, that he gave it out before- 
hand, He was desirous to visit all the sick * in the city. These 
words of his were mistaken by those next about him. Where- 
upon all the lazars and diseased persons were by commandment 
brought into a public porch or gallery and placed there in order, 
according to the sundry sorts of their maladies. At which 
unexpected sight, being much troubled and perplexed, he wist 
not for a good while what to do ; howbeit, he went round 
about from one to another, excusing himself for this that was 
done even to the meanest, poorest, and basest of them all. This 
only thing and nothing else beside was noted, wherein he 
seemed to exercise the power of his tribune's authority. 

Being daily and continually conversant about the schools 
and auditories of professors, by occasion that there arose a 
great brawl among the sophisters * opposite in arguing cases and 
declaiming one against other, there chanced to be one who, 
perceiving him coming between and inclining to favorise one 
party above the other, railed bitterly at him. Withdrawing 
himself therefore by little and little, and retiring home to his 
house, he came forth suddenly again and appeared with his 
lictOrs ; where he cited by the voice of his crier, to appear 
judicially before his tribunal, that foul-mouthed railing fellow, 
and so commanded him to be had away to prison. After this, 
he had certain intelligence given him that Julia his wife was 
convict and condemned for her incontinence and adffiteries ; 
also that in his name (by a warrant directed from Augustus) 
she had a bill of divorce sent unto her. And albeit he was 
glad of these tidings, yet he thought it his part, as much as lay 
in him, by many letters to reconcile the father unto his 
daughter ; yea, and however she had deserved badly at his 
hands, yet to suffer her for to have whatsoever he had at any 
time given unto her in free gift. Now, after he had passed 
through the time of his tribune's authoritj', and confessed at 
last that, by this retiring of his out of the way, he sought to 
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a state and condition as this continued he almost two years 
throughout, more despised and hateful every day than other, 
insomuch as the [Nemausians] » overthrew his images and 
statues ; and upon a time, at a certain feast, where familiar 
friends were met together, by occasion that mention was made 
of him, there was one stood up who promised Gaius that, in 
case he did but command and say the word, he would imme- 
diately sail to Rliodes and fetch unto him the head of that 
exiled person, for so was he commonly called. And chiefly 
upon this, which was now no bare fear, but plain peril, enforced 
he was by most earnest prayers, not only of his own but also 
of his mother, to require and seek for to return ; which he 
obtained at length with the help somewhat of good fortune. 
Augustus had fully set down with himself to resolve upon 
nothing as touching that point, but with the will and good- 
liking of his elder son^. Now was he, as it happened at that 
time, much offended and displeased with M. LoUius, but to his 
step-father ® (Tiberius) well-affected, and easy to be by him 
entreated. By the permission therefore and good leave of 
Gaius called home he was, but with this condition, that he 
should not meddle one jot in the affairs of state. 

14. Thus, in the eighth year after his departure, returned 
he full of great hopes and nothing doubtful of future fortunes) 
which he had conceived as well by strange sights, as also by 
predictions and prophecies even from his very birth. For 
Livia whiles she went with child of him, among many and 
sundry experiments which she made, and signs that she 
observed (and all to know whether she should bring forth a 
man-child or no), took closely ^ an egg from under a hen that 
was sitting, and kept it warm sometime in her own, other- 
whiles in her women’s hands by turns one after another, so 
long until there was hatched a cock-chicken with a notable 
comb upon the head. And when he was but a very babe, 
Scribonius the astrologer gave out and warranted great matters 
of him, and namely, that he should one day reign as monarch, 
but' yet without the royal ensigns®. For as yet, ye must wot, 
the sovereign power of the Caesars was unknown. Also, as he 
entered into his first expedition and led an army into Syria 
through Macedonia, it chanced that the consecrated altars of 
the victorious legions® in time past at Philippi shone out 
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suddenly of themselves all on a light [Aug. 82] fire *. And soon 
after, when in his journey toward Illyricum he went to the 
oracle of Gerj'on near unto Padua and drew forth his lot, 
whereby he was advised that, for counsel and resolution in 
such particulars as he required after, he should throw golden 
dice * “ into the fountain Aponus, it fell out so that the dice 
thus cast by him showed the greatest number" ; and even at 
this very day these dice are seen under the water. Some few 
days likewise before he was sent for home, an eagle (never seen 
aforetime at Rliodes) perched upon the very top and ridge of 
his house ; and the very day before he had intelligence given 
him of his return, as he was changing liis apparel, his shirt was 
seen on fire. ThrasyUus also the astrologer •>, whom for his 
great profession of wisdom and cunning he had taken into his 
house to bear him company, he made then most trial of ; 
namely when, upon kenning a ship afar off’, he affirmed that 
joyful news was coming, whereas, at the very same instant as 
they walked together, Tiberius was fully purposed to have 
turned him headlong dorvn into the sea, as being a false 
prophet (for that things fell out untowardly and contrary to his 
former predictions) and one besides who clianced for the most 
part to be privy imto him of all his secrets. 

16 . Being returned to Rome, and having brought his son 
Drusus solemnly into the Forum’, he removed immediately 
out of [the] Carinae and the house of Pompey * unto Esquiliae ’ 
and the hortyards [C. 83] of Maecenas ; where he gave himself 
wholly to quietness, performing private duties only and not 
meddling at all in public ofBces. After that Gaius and Lucius 
were dead rvithin the compass of three years*, he, together 
with their brother M. Agrippa, was adopted by Augustus, but 
compelled first himself to adopt Germanicus his brother’s son. 
Neither did he aught afterwards as a householder", nor re- 
tained one jot of that right which he had forgone by his 
adoption. For he gave no' donations, he manumitted no 
person , nor yet made benefit of any inheritance or legacies * 
otherwise than in the nature of -pecttliurn ’ : and so he did put 
them down in his book of receipts. But from that time for- 
ward was there nothing pretermitted for the augmentation of 
his state and majesty, and much more after that Agrippa once 
was in disfavour and sent away ; whereby the world took 
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knowledge for certain, that the hope of succession rested only 
in him. 

16. Now was the tribunician authority conferred a second 
time upon him, and that for the term of five years ; the honour- 
able charge and commission likewise, for to pacify the state of 
Germany, was assigned unto him ; and the Parthian ambas- 
sadors, after they had declared their message at Rome unto 
Augustus, were commanded to repair unto him also into his 
province*. But upon the news that Illyricum revolted, he 
removed from thence to the charge of a new war*, which, being 
of aU foreign wars the most dangerous since those with the 
Carthaginians, he managed, witlv the power of fifteen legions 
and equal forces of auxiliaries, for the space of three years in 
great extremity of all things, but especially in exceeding 
scarcity of com. And notwithstanding that he was often- 
times revoked from this service, yet persisted lie unto the end, 
fearing lest the enemy, so near a neighbour and so puissant 
withal, should make head and come upon them, if they first 
did quit the place and retire. And verily, passing well-paid 
and rewarded was he for this perseverance of his, as having 
thereby fully subdued and brought under his subjection all 
Illyricum as far as reacheth and spreadeth between Italy, the 
kingdom of Noricum, Thracia, and Macedonia, between the 
river Danube also and the gulf of the Adriatic sea. 

17. Which glorious exploit of his was yet more amplified 
and increased by the opportunity of an occurrent that fell 
between. For about the very same time Quintilius Varus, 
together with three legions, was overthrown and defeated in 
Germany ; and no man made any doubt but that the Germans, 
following the train of this their victory, would have joined with 
Pannonia, in case Illyricum had not been subdued before. For 
these his noble acts a triumph with many great honours was 
decreed for him ; some also delivered their sentence, that he 
should be sumamed Pannonicus ; others would have had the 
addition of Invincible ; and some again of Pius, in his style. 
But as touching any such surname, Augustus interposed his 
negative voice, promising and undertaking in his behalf, that 
he should rest contented with that *, which he was to assume 
after his death. As for the triumph, himself did put it off unto 
a further day, by occasion that the whole state sorrowed for the 
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overthrow and loss abovesaid of Varus ; nevertheless, he 
entered the city in his rich praetexta or embroidered purple 
robe, with a chaplet of laurel upon his head, and so mounted up 
to the tribunal erected for him in the Septa whiles the senate 
stood to give attendance ; and there, together with Augustus, 
in the midst between the two consuls, he took his place and sat 
dowi. From whence, after he had saluted the people, he was 
honourably conducted round about all the temples. 

18. The next year followong, being returned into Germany, 
when he perceived that the Vartan defeat aforesaid happened 
through the rashness and negligence of the general, he did 
nothing at all without the opinion of his council of war. And 
whereas he had used also before to stand upon his own bottom, 
and to rest in his self- judgement alone, then, contrary to his 
manner, he conferred rvith many as touching the management 
of the war ; yea, and he showed more care and preciseness in 
every point than his wont was aforetime. Being about to pass 
over the Rhine, all his provision of victuals strictly reduced to a 
certain rate and stint he would not send over the water before 
he had considered (standing upon the very bank of the river) 
the load of every wagon, that no carriages might be discharged 
or unloaded', but such as were by him allowed and thought 
necessary. When he was once on the other side of the Rhine 
this course and order of life he held ; namely, to sit upon a bare 
bank of turf, and so to eat his meat ; to lie abroad aU night, and 
take his rest oftentimes without tent ; to deliver all directions 
for the day following, as also what sudden service or business 
was to be enjoined, by writing ; with this caveat and admoni- 
tion that, whereof any man doubted, he should repair unto him 
at all hours of the night, and seek for no other expositor but 
himself. 

19. Martial discipline he required most sharply, bringing 
again into use and execution certain kinds of chastisements and 
ignominious disgraces which had been used in ancient times 
insomuch as he branded with open shame the lieutenant of a 
legion, for sending a few soldiers with his own freedman over 
the other side of the river a-hunting. As for battles, albeit he 
did put as little as might be upon the hazard of fortune and 
chance, yet entered he upon them with much more resolution, 
so often as whiles he watched or studied by a candle, the light 
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suddenly fell down and went oiU, when nohotiy forced it ; 
tnisting confidently (as he said) upon this sign, which both he 
and all his ancestors had tried and found to be infallible during 
all their warlike conducts and regiments •. But howsoever he 
sped well and had good success in this province, he escaped vcr>' 
fair * that he had not been killed by a certain Khutene* », who, 
l>eing among those that were next .nl>oul his jwrson, and de- 
tected by his timorous gesture, was apprehended, and with 
torture forced to confess bis prepensed design. 

20. Being after two years returned out of Germany to 
Rome, he rode in that triumph whiclt he had deferred, accom- 
panied with his lieutenants, for whom he had obtained trium- 
phal ornaments [Aug. 36 , Annot.j. And ere he turned into the 
Capitol he alighted from his clnariot, and bowed himself to the 
knees of his father*, silting then before him ris president. A 
captain and commander of Pannonia named Bale, he rewarded 
first with exceeding great presents, and then removed him to 
R.avenna, in thankful requital for suffering him, upon a time 
when with his army he was enclosed within the straits*, to pass 
fonvard and escape. After this he bestowed uj>on the people 
of Rome a .solemn dinner, where they sat at a thousand tables, 
and gave besides to them three thousand* sesterces apiece for a 
congiary. He dedicated also the temple of Concord, likewise 
that of Pollux and Castor in his own name and his brother’s, 
all out of the spoil won from the enemies. 

21, And not long after, when, by virtue of an .act preferred 
by the consuls, that he should administer the provinces jointly 
with Augustus and likewise hold the general review and muster 
of the people, lie had performed tlic same and finished it with a 
solemn purging called lustrum, he took his journey into 
Illyricum. And being incontinently’ called back out of tlic 
very way, he came and found Augustus dangerously sick, how- 
bcit yet breathing and alive, with whom he continued in secret 
talk one whole day. I wot well it is commonly received and 
believed that, when Tiberius after private conference was gone 
forth, these words of Augustus were overheard by tlic chamber- 
lains : Miserum populum Romanum, qui sub tarn leniis inaxilHs 
erit : " O unhappy people of Rome, that shall be under such a 
.slow pair of jaws **.” Neither am I ignorant of this also, that 
some have written and reported of Augustus, how openly and 
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in plain terms without dissembling, he disliked his churlish 
behaviour and harshness of manners so much, as divers times, 
being in pleasant discourse and merry talk, he would breah off 
when Tiberius came in jrlace ; liowbeit, overcome by his wife s 
entreaty and earnest prayer, he refused not to adopt him, or 
rather, was induced so to do, upon an ambitious humour and 
conceit of iris own that, leaving such a successor, himself might 
another day be more missed ;md wished for again. Yet cannot 
I be persuaded otherwise but to tiiink that Augustus, a right 
circumspect, considerate, and pnidcnt prince did nothing, 
especially in so weighty a business, hand over head [C. 5^3 
without advise*, but, having duly weighed the vices and 
rirtucs of Tiberius, esteemed his \drtucs of more worth ; and 
namely, seeing tliat both lie swore solemnly in a general 
assembly of the people, that he adopted him for tlic good of the 
commonweal and also commendeth him in certain epistles 
for a most expert and martial warrior, yea. the only defender 
and protector of the people of Rome. 

Out of which I have tliought good to quote some places 
here and there for example. ’* Farewell, most sweet Tiberius, 
and God bless your conduct and proceeding, warring as you do 
for me and tire Muses’." Again ; " 0 most pleasant, and (as 
I desire to be happy) right valiant man. and accomplished 
captain, with all perfections, adieu." Also: " As touching the 
order and manner of your summer camp, for mine own part 
verily, iny Tiberius, I am of this mind that, considering so many 
difficulties and distresses, in regard also of so great sloth and 
cowardice of soldiers, no man in the world 'could perform the 
sers’ice better than yoir have done. And even Urey of your 
train who were svith you do all confess, that this verse may be 
applied fitly unto you ; 

Umis homo r.obis vigilar.do restituil rent ' , 

One man alone by watchful sight 

Our tott'ring slate hatli set upright. 

And whether (quoth he) there fall out any occurrent to be con- 
sidered upon with more care and diligence, or whether I be 
displeased and angry at anything, I have a great miss, I assure 
you, of my Tiberius, and evermore that verse of Homer 
cometh into my remembrance : 
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ToiVou 5’ iinron(poto, Kal tK alOoftivow 

rcKm^ceai/icv, crc2 TtepioiSe ro^aai 

Whiles this man bears me company (so well he doth foresee) 

We may ev'n out of flaming fire return, both I and he. 

When I hear say and read that you are weakened and grown 
lean with incessant and continual labour, God confound me, if 
my body do not quake and tremble. I pray you, therefore, 
spare yourself : lest, if it come to our ears that you are sick, 
both I and your mother also die for sorrow, and the people of 
Rome beside hazard the empire. It makes no matter, whether 
I be in health or no, if you be not well The Gods I beseech to 
preserve you for us and vouchsafe your health both now and 
ever, imless they hate the people of Rome to death." 

22. The death of Augustus he divulged not abroad, before 
that young Agrippa was slain. This Agrippa was killed by a 
military tribune^, set and appointed to guard him, so soon as 
he had read the writ whereby he was commanded to do the 
deed. This writ, whether Augustus left behind him when he 
died, thereby to take away all matter that might minister 
tumult after his death ; or whether Livia in the name of 
Augustus indited it, and that with the privity of Tiberius, or 
rvithout his knowledge, it resteth doubtful. Certain it is that, 
when the said tribime brought him word, that the thing was 
dispatched which he had commanded, he made answer, that he 
gave no such commandment, and added moreover, that he 
should answer it before the senate, declining [C. 4 ] no doubt the 
envy® and hard conceit* of men for the present ; for within a 
while after he buried the matter in silence. 

23. Having now assembled the senate by virtue and 
authority of his tribuneship and begun to make a speech 1 
unto them by way of consolation®, all on a sudden, as unable 
to master his grief, he fell into a fit of sigliing and groaning ; 
yea, he wished that not only his voice, but his vital breath also 
might fail him, and therewith gave the book unto his son 
Drusus to read it out. After this, when the last will or testa- 
ment of Augustus was brought in and none of the witnesses 
admitted to come in place, but those only who were of senator’s 
degree, the rest standing without the Curia and there acknow- 
ledging their hands and seals, he caused it to be read and pro- 
nounced by his freedman. The will began in this manner : 
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" Forasmuch as sinister fortune hath bereft me of Gaius and 
Lucius, my sons, I will that Tiberius Caesar be mine heir, in the 
one moiety and a sixth part’.” By which very beginning 
their suspicion was augmented who thought thus, that, seeing 
he forbare not after this sort to make his preface, he ordained 
Tiberius to be his successor upon necessity, rather than any 
Judgement and discretion. 

2i. Albeit he made no doubt’ to enter upon his imperial 
government immediatel 3 ' and to manage the same, and that by 
taking imto him a strong guard of soldiers about his person, 
that is to say, main force and the very form of absolute rule and 
dominion, yet notwithstanding he refused it a long time ; and 
putting on a most impudent and shameless mind, onewhUe he 
seemed to rebuke his friends that encouraged him thereto, as 
those who knew not what a monstrous and untamed beast an 
empire was ; and otherwhiles with ambiguous answers and 
crafty delays holding the senate in suspense, when they 
besought him to take it upon him, yea, and humbly debased 
themselves before his knees, insomuch as some of them, having 
their patience moved therewith, could endure him no longer ; 
and one among the rest in that tumult cried aloud, “ Let him 
either do it at once, or else give over quite,” and another openly 
to his face upbraided him in these words, " Whereas other men 
be slack in doing and performing that which they have pro- 
mised, he was slack in promising that which he did and per- 
formed.” In the end, as if forsooth he had been compelled, and 
complaining withal that there was imposed upon his shoulders 
a miserable and burdensome servitude, he took the empire 
upon him ; and yet no otherwise, than giving hope that one 
day he would resign it up. His very words are these ; " Until 
I come unto that time, wherein ye may think it meet to give 
some rest unto mine aged years.” 

25. The cause of this holding off and delay that he made 
was the fear of imminent dangers on every side, insomuch as he 
would often say he held a wolf by the ears. For there was one 
of Agrippa s slaves named Clemens, who had levied and 
gathered together no small power for to revenge his master’s 
dcmth, and L. Scribonius Libo, a nobleman, secretly com- 
plotted sedition and rebellion ; yea, and a twofold mutiny of 
the soldiers arose, in Ill 5 Ticum and in Germany. Both the 
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armies called hard upon him for performance of many matters 
extraordinarily, but above all, that they might have equal pay 
with the praetorian soldiers And as for the Germanician 
soldiers, they verily refused him for their prince and sovereign, 
as not by them ordained ; and with all their might and main 
urged Germanicus, who then was their general, to take upon 
him the government of the State, albeit he withstood and 
denied them stoutly. Fearing therefore the issue and danger 
of this occunent most of all, he required for himself to have 
that part of the commonweal in charge, which it should please 
tire senate to lay upon him, seeing that no man was sufficient 
to wield the whole, unless he had another, or many assistants 
rather, joined with him. He feigned himself also to be sickly, 
to the end that Germanicus might with the better -svill and 
more patience abide in expectance either of speedy succession 
after him, or at leastways of fellowship^ in the empire with 
him. Well, after he had appeased those mutinies, Clemens 
likewise by a fraudulent wile he overraught ®, and brought to 
his devotion. As for Libo, because he would not be thought 
at his entrance newly into the empire for to proceed rigorously, 
two years after, and not before, he charged and reproved him 
before the senate, contenting himself all that mean space to 
beware of him only, and to stand upon his guard. For, as the 
said Libo was together wth him among other pontiffs sacrific- 
ing, he took order [C. i8], that instead of the iron cleaver 
there should be closely laid for him a chopping-knife of lead ; 
and when the same Libo requested upon a time to have secret 
talk and conference with him, he would not grant it, without 
his son Drusus might be by ; and so long as he walked up and 
down with Libo he seemed to lean upon his hand, and so held 
it sure enough all the while until their communication was 
ended. 

26. But being once delivered from this fear, he carried him- 
self at the beginning very orderly and after a civil sort, yea, and 
somewhat under the port of a private person Of very many 
dignities and those right honourable, which by public decree 
were presented unto him, he accepted but few, and those of the 
meanest kind. His birthday-mind [Aug. 53], falling out in the 
time of the plebeian games and plays exhibited in the circus 
he hardly would suffer to be celebrated and honoured so much 
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as with the- achiition cxtraonJinarily of oj\(; riurint drawn with 
two steeds. He fori'arlft expressly any teinphr., flamcns, or 
priests, to In- ordained for him. yea, and the erection of .statues 
and itnnpes in hi.s liononr, wiliioiit his leave and jx'nnis'ion ; 
the which ran with this only danse and condition, that they 
should not be set np ainoni^; images of the gcnls, but st.and 
witli other ornaments of the hons<;. He prohibited also by 
hk iK-gatis'c voice the solemn oafit of olwerving and keeping hi.s 
act.s inviolably : ns .abo to call the month S< ptcmlwr * Tiberius, 
or October- Livius. The forename also in his stj'Je of imper- 
ator •' , the snnvamc likewise of I’ater I'atriac as also a 
civic colonel [('. ' at the foregate or jwrch of hi-, pakacc he 

refused. Nay. the very name of Angustns, hereditary* though 
it were, he would not put as an arhlilion to any of his epistles, 
hut those only wliidi he sent iitur* kings and great potcntati's. 
Neither bare he more than three consul'-liips ; the first but a 
few d.ays ; the second three inonihs ; the third, in hi-; absence, 
no longer tlian unto llic ides of May*. 

27 Ho detested Hattety and obseipiions compliment.':, .so 
much a-s that he would admit no senator to his litter side, either 
by way of dutiful attendance, or otherw-i$e nlwiit any bu.sincs.s 
what.soever When n certain consular' ]>erson wa.s about to 
make satisf.ietion unto him, and humbly to entreat and crave 
pardon by a reverent touching of his knees, he started and fled 
from him .so as he fell therewith and I.ay along uj^on his back 
Yea, and th-at which more is, if ir\ any talk r)r continued speech 
tlierc passed worcLs of him smelling of flattery, he would not 
stick to interrupt the sixrakcr, to check liim, and presently 
[Aug. 3] to alter and correct sudi term.s. One there was who 
called him Dojitnitis, that is. Sir*, but he gave him warning not 
to name him any more by w.ay of contumely*. Another 
chanced to say. His sacred businesses ; and a third again, 
Tliat he went into the senate, aiiclorc se, by his warrant or 
autliority. He caused them both to change those words, and 
for audorc to say suasorc, that is, bj* his adan’ce .and counsel, and 
instead of sacred to put in laborious and painful. 

28. Moreover, against railing taunts, bad reports, and 
rumours, as also slanderous libels, verses, and songs cast out 
cither of himself or those about him, lie stood so firm and 
patient, as that ever and anon he would give out that, in a free 
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sent by kings. A certain captain over a comet » of horsemen, 
being accused for an outrage and for robbery', he compelled to 
make his ans\ver before the senate*. He never entered the 
Curia but alone. And being one time brought in sick within 
his litter, he caused all his train and company to void* 

31. That some decrees were enacted against his mind and 
sentence, he never once complained, nor found himself grieved. 
Notwithstanding he opined that magistrates appointed to any 
charge ought not to be absent, to the end that by their presence 
they might the better intend > their function and calling, yet 
one praetor elect obtained the favour of a free embassage 
.^gain, when he advised in the Ocriculans’ * behalf a grant, that 
they might bestow the money in paving a causey [C. 44 ] or 
highway, which was by legacy' given to the building of a new 
theatre, he could not prevail but that the will of the testator 
should stand and be fulfilled. WTicn it fortuned upon a time 
that an act of the senate should pass by going to a side *, and 
himself went over to the other part where the fewer in number 
were, there was not one that followed him. Other matters 
also were handled and debated by the magistrates and the 
ordinary course of law, and not othenvise ; wherein the consuls 
bare so great sway' and authority, that certain ambassadors out 
of Africa repaired unto them for dispatch, as complaining that 
they were put ofi and delayed by Caesar, unto whom they had 
been sent. And no marv'el ; for evident it was, that himsdlf 
also would arise up unto the said consuls and give them the 
way. 

32. He rebuked generals of armies, even such as had been 
consuls, for not writing unto the senate of their war exploits, 
also for consulting with him and asking his advice as touching 
the grant of military’ gifts *, as if it lay not in their ow’n power 
to give and dispose all. He commended a praetor for bringing 
up again the ancient custom, in the entrance of his govern- 
ment, to make an honourable mention and rehearsal of his 
ancestors before a frequent [C. 22 ] assembly of the people. 
The funeral obsequies of certain noble personages he accom- 
panied with the common multitude to the very fire ». The like 
moderation he showed in meaner persons and matters both. 
When he had called forth unto him the magistrates, of the 
Rhodians, for delivering unto him public letters from the State 
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complained, and gave his opinion that there should be a gage* 
set, and a mediocrity kept in household furniture • ; as also 
that the price of victuals in open market should be ordered 
yearl}' at the discretion of the senate, with a charge given unto 
the aediles for to inhibit victualling-houses, taverns, and thus 
far forth, cTs they should not suffer any pastry-works to be set 
out to sale » ; and to the end that, by his own example also, he 
might put fonvard the public frugality, himself, at his solemn 
and festival suppers, caused oftentimes to be served up to the 
board viands dressed the daj' before and those half-eaten 
already, saying, that the side of a wild boar had in it all the 
same that the whole. He forbade expressly by an edict the 
usual and daily kisses commonly given and taken ; likewise the 
intercourse of New-year's gifts sent to and fro, namely, that it 
should not continue after the kalends of January. He had 
wont to bestow for his part a New-year's gift fourfold worth 
that which he received, and to give the same with his own hand; 
but being offended that a whole month together he was in his 
other affairs troubled with such as had not been with him, nor 
felt his liberality upon the very feast, he never gave any again 
after the said day. 


85. Wives of lewd and dishonest life, if there wanted 
accusers to call them publicly into question, his advice and 
sentence was, that their next kinsfolk should, vwre majoruin\ 
agree together in common, for to chastise and punish. He dis- 
pensed with a gentleman of Rome for his oath* (who had 
sworn before never to divorce his wife), and gave him leave to 
pu ler a^\ay, being taken in adulter^'- her son-in-law. 

rtam women infamous for whoredom and filthiness began to 
profe^ before the aediles bawdery, to the end that, having by 
.IS ase tra e and occupation lost the right privilege and 
dignity of matrons, they might delude » the laws ‘ and avoid the 
pen^ties thereof. Semblably [C. 39]. out of the youth of 
+t? I the lewdest spendthrifts of all other, because 

they vmuld not be liable to m act of the senate in that behalf, 
or pe ormmg t eir parts in acting upon the stage, or their 
w ^ ^ ^lists', %\'ilfully undenvent the ignominious 

ca’H ^ A n ^ ^ them, as those light women afore- 

7 banished aU, that none ever after should by such delu- 
sion of the law seek evasion. He took from a senator his robe *, 
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after he knew once that just before the kalends of July he 
removed out of his dwelling-house into certain hortyards 
[C. 83] and gardens to the end that, when the said day was 
past, he might take his house again within the city at a lower 
rent. Another he deprived of his quaestorship for that, having 
(as it were) by lottery chosen and married a wife the one day, 
he dismissed her on another ®. 

36. All foreign ceremonies in religion, the Eg3rptian also 
and the Je\vish rites he prohibited, compelling those ‘ who 
were given to that superstition for to bum all their religious 
vestments, the instruments like;vise, and furniture whatsoever 
thereto belonging. The serviceable youth of the Jews, under 
colour of a military oath he sent into sundry provinces, which 
were in a pestilent and unwholesome air above others ® ; the 
rest of that nation or such as were addicted to the like religion, 
he banished out of Rome, upon pain of perpetual bondage if 
they obeyed not. He expelled also astrologers ; but upon 
their earnest entreaty and promise to give over the practice of 
that art, he permitted them there to remain. 

37. A special care he had to keep the peace, and to preserve 
the State from outrages and robberies, as also from licentious 
mutinies and seditions. The set guards and garrisons of 
soldiers he disposed thicker than the wonted manner was, 
throughout all Italy. He ordained a standing camp at Rome 
wherein the praetorian cohorts, wandering up and down before 
that time and dispersed in diverse inns and hostelries ®, might 
be received. All insurrections of the people he pimished most 
sharply ; he took likewise much pains to prevent such com- 
motions. There happened upon some discord and variance to 
be a murder committed in the theatre ; but® the principal 
heads of the faction, as also the actors themselves for whose 
sake the quarrel and fray began, he exiled, neither could he 
ever be brought for any prayer and entreaty of the people to 
revoke and restore them. When the commons of PoUentia 
would not suffer the dead corpse of a certain principal centurion 
to be carried with funeral obsequies out of their market-place, 
before they had forcibly extorted out of his heirs’ hands a piece 
of money to the setting out of a game of fencers with unrebated 
swords *, he took one cohort from Rome, and another out of 
king Cottius’ ® kingdom, dissembling the cause of this journey ; 
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and suddenly discovering their arms and weapons which they 
closely [C. 31] carried, and giving alarum with sound of trum- 
pets, aU at once he put them into the toum vith banners dis- 
plaved at simdry gates and so cast into perpetual prison the 
greater part of the commons and decurions®. 

The privilege and custom of sanctuaries, wherever they 
were, he abolished. The Cyzicenes % who had committed some 
notorious outrage and violence upon Roman citizens, he de- 
prived generally of their freedom, which in the war against 
Mithridates they had by their good service gotten. The 
rebellions of enemies he repressed ; not undertaking therefor 
any expedition afterwards himself, but by his lieutenants only, 
and not by them verily without lingering delays, and driven 
thereto of necessity. Kings that rebelliously took arms, or 
were suspected to break out, he kept down with threats rather 
and complaints, than otherwise by force and open hostility. 
Some of them, whom he had trained out of their own realms 
unto him with fair words and large promises he never sent home 
again ; as by name Maroboduus the German, Thrascypolis® 
a Thracian, and Archelaus the Cappadocian, whose kingdom 
also he reduced into the form of a province. 

38. For t%YO years together after he came unto the empire, 
he never set foot once out of Rome gates. And the time 
ensuing, he absented not himself in no place unless it were in 
towns near adjoining, or as far as Antium when he travelled 
farthest, and that was very seldom and for a few days, albeit 
he promised and pronounced openly oftentimes that he would 
\dsit the prorinces also and armies abroad ; yea, and every 
year almost he made preparation for a journey, taking up all 
the wains and wagons that were to be gotten, and laying provi- 
sion of com and victuals in all the good boroughs and colonies 
by the way, yea, and at the last suffered vows to be made for 
his going forth and return home ; insomuch as commonly, by 
waj^ of a jest and byword, he was called Callippides ^ who in a 
Greek proverb is noted to be alwaj's running, and yet never 
gaineth ground one cubit forward. 

39. But being bereft of both his sons, of which Germanicus ^ 
died in Syna and Drusus - at Rome, he withdrew himself into 
Campania, as to a retiring place ; and all men well-near were 
fully persuaded and spake it as constantly, that he would never 
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return but die soon after. Both which had like indeed to have 
come to pass. For in truth he never came again to Rome ; and 
within some few days, near unto Tarracina, in a certain part of 
his manor-house, built especially for liis own lodging and 
called spelunca [cave], as he sat there at supper, a number of 
huge stones from above chanced to fall down, whereby many of 
his guests at the table and servitors there waiting were crushed 
and squeezed to death ; but he himself beyond all hope 
escaped. 

40 . Having made his progress over Campania, when he had 
dedicated a capitol at Capua, and the temple of Augustus at 
Nola, which he pretended to have been the motive of his 
journey, he betook hhuself to Capreae ; delighted especially 
with that island, because there was but one way of access unto 
it and the same by a small shore and landing-place, as being 
otherwise enclosed round about, partly with craggy rocks and 
steep cliffs of an exceeding height, and in part with the deep 
sea. But soon after, when the people called him home and in- 
cessantly besought him to return, by occasion of an unhappy 
and heavy accident, whereby at Fidenae 20,000 folk * and more, 
at a solemn fight of sword-players, perished by fall of an 
amphitheatre, he passed over into the main and firm land, 
permitting all men to come unto him ; the rather for that, 
when he first set forth and went out of Rome, he had given 
strait commandment by an edict that no man should trouble 
him, and all the way voided * as many as were coming towards 
him. 

41 . Being retired again into the said isle, he cast aside all 
care verily of commonweal, so far forth * as never after he did 
so much as repair and make up the broken decuries of horse- 
men ; he changed no military tribunes nor captains ; no, nor 
any presidents and governors of provinces. He held Spain and 
Syria both for certain years without consular lieutenants ; he 
neglected Armenia and suffered it to be overrun and possessed 
by the Parthians ; Moesia to be wasted and spoiled by the 
Dad [C. 44] and Sarmatians, as also Gaul by the Germans, to 
the great shame and no less danger of the whole empire. 

42 . To proceed, having now gotten the liberty of this secret 
place, and being, as one would say, removed from the eyes of 
people, at length he poured forth and showed at once all those 
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vices wliidi witii much ado for a font; lime he had cloaked and 
dissembled. Of wliirli 1 will ivirliciilarisc and inakf relation 
from the vera- heginninf;. In the c.iinp, when he wjts but a 
new and untrained soldier, for hi.s excessive fjreedinefs of wine- 
bibbing. he was for Tiberius named Biberius*' ; for Claudius, 
Caldius ; for Nero. Mero. After being emperor, even at the 
verj’ time when lie was busy in reforming the public manners 
and niisdcincanour of the city be spent with I’oinponius 
Flaccus and L. Piso one wimle night and two days in gluttony 
and drunkenness . unto the fonner of these twain he presently 
[Aug. 3j gave the govcniment of tiie province of Syria ; ujion 
the other he confcrri-cl the provostship [prefecture] of Rome, 
professing even m all his letters and writings, that they were 
most pleasant companions and friends at all as.saysb To 
Sextus Claudius', a s(i:tx fornicator and prodig.al dirigthrift 
who had in times past been by Augustus put to ignominy and 
sh.amc, yea, and by himself some few days before rebuked be- 
fore the senate, he sent word that he would t.ake a supper with 
him : upon this condition, that he altered nothing, nor left 
aughl out of his ordinary and cuslomcd manner, and namely, 
that wenches all naked should serve at the table. He pre- 
ferred one to be a competitor for the quaestorship, who was a 
most base and obscure person, before others that were right 
noble gentlemen, only for carousing and drinking up at a 
banquet a whole amphora *' of wine when he drank unto him. 
Unto Ascllius Sabinus he gave 200,000 sesterces for a dialogue 
of his making, in which he brought in a combat oi disputation 
between the mushroom, the ficcdula', the oyster, and the 
thrush To conclude, he institutcxl a new office forsooth, 
a voUtptatibtis*, wherein he placed Priscus a gentleman of 
Rome, and one who had been censor 

43 . But during the time of his private abode in Capreae, he 
devised a room \rith scats and benches in it, even a place of 
purpose for his secret wanton lusts. To furnish it there were 
sought out and gathered from all parts a number of young 
drabs and stale catamites, sorted together ; such also as in- 
vented monstrous kinds of libidinous filthiness, whom he 
termed spintriae, \qui\ iriplici scric conexi, in vieem incestarciit 
coram ipso, ut aspcctu deficienlcs libidines cxcilarel. He had 
bed-cliambers besides in many places, which he adorned 
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wth tables and petty puppets, representing in the one sort 
most lascivious pictures, and in the other as wanton shapes 
and figures. He stored them likewise with the books of 
Elephantis, that none might be to seek for a pattern of the 
scmblable form and fashion, in that beastly business performed 
in every kind. He devised in the w'oods also and groves here 
and tliere certain places for lechery and venereous acts ; 
prosllfjantesqnc per anira ci cavas rupes cx ntriusguc scxus 
pithc Paniscorum el Nyinpharum habiht, quae palam jam 
cl vulgo nomine insulae abuientes Caprincum dictiiahani “. 

44 . He incurred yet the infamy of greater and more shame- 
ful filthiness, such as may not well be named or heard, and 
much less believed ; to wit, that he should train up and 
teach fine boys, the tenderest and daintiest that might be 
had (whom he called his little fishes), to converse and play 
ill nalanii sibi inter fcmxna versarenfur ac luderent lingua 
niorsuque sensim appefcnles ; aique ciiam quasi infantes 
firmiores, needttm iatnen lacle depuhos, inguini ecu papillae 
admoveret pronior sane ad id genus libidinis cl natura ct 
aetate. Therefore, whereas a certain painted table of Par- 
rasius’ making {in qua Meleagro Aialauia ore morigeratur) 
was given unto him as a legacy, upon condition that, if he were 
offended with the argument or matter represented therein, he 
might in lieu thereof receive 1,000,000 sesterces, he not only 
preferred the said picture before such a sum of money, but also 
dedicated it in his own bed-chamber. It is reported besides 
that, being at sacrifice upon a time, he, casting a fancy to the 
beautiful and well-favoured face of a 5^outh and servitor as he 
carried before him the censer, nequisse abstinerc, quin pacne 
vixdim re divina peracia ibidem slalim scduclum constupraret 
simulque Jralrcm ejus tibicincm ; aique utrique mox, quod 
mutuo flagitium exprobrarant , crura frcgissc. 

45 . Moreover, in what sort he was wont to offer abuse unto 
the very heads of women and those nobly bom and of good 
reputation, appeared most evidently by the woeful end of one 
dame named Mallonia. For when she was by force brought 
unto his bed, and most resolutely, to die for it, refused to suffer 
any more than naturally a woman was to suffer, he suborned 
certain promoters * falsely to accuse her ; and evermore as she 
pleaded in her own defence, asked her still, whether she re- 
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pented not yet oi her obstinacy ? which he followed so long, 
until at length she left the court, made haste home to her 
house, and there ran herself through with a sword, after she 
had openly and aloud reproached the shag-haired and rammish 
old churl with his filthy and beastly mouth. Whereupon, in a 
by-interlude called Aiellanicum Exodium, this infamous and 
shameful note’, received with exceeding great accord, was 
rife and current abroad in every' man's mouth, that the old 
buck-goat was licking the nature* of the does (or females). 

46. Being a very' niggard of his purse and one that would 
part with nothing, he never maintained those of his train in all 
his journeys and expeditions with any wages or set salaries*, 
but found their meat and victuals only ; yet must I need say, 
that once, out of his step-father's indulgence and bounty, he 
bestowed upon them a piece of liberality ; when, having 
ranged them according to the worthiness of every one into three 
ranks, he dealt among those of the first 600,000 sesterces, of the 
second 400,000, of the third 200,000. And the same called he 
the company’, not of his friends but gratorum^, that is, of his 
thankful favourites. 

47. All the while he was emperor, neither built he any 
stately works (for the very temple of Augustus * and the re- 
edification of Pompey's theatre, which only and none else he 
had undertaken, after so many years he left unfinished) nor 
exhibited so much as one solemn show imto the people ; and 
at those which were by' any other set out he was very seldom 
present, and all for fear lest something should be demanded at 
his hands ; and namely ’, after that he was compelled once to 
maiuimit the comedian Actius. Having relieved the want and 
poverty of some senators, because he would not help more of 
them, he denied to succour any other than those who alleged 
before the senate good and just causes of their necessities. 
By which deed of his he frighted the most part upon a modesty 
and bashfulness in them ; and among the rest one Hortalus, 
the nephew of Q. Hortensius, the professed orator, who, being 
of a very mean estate, had begotten four children, by the 
means and persuasion of Augustus’. 

48. As touching his public munificence, he never showed it 
but twice ; once, when he purposed and published * a free loan 
for three years of 100,000,000 sesterces ; and again, when unto 
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certain landlords of fair houses and tenements, which, situate 
upon mount Caclius, were consumed Avitli fire, he restored the 
full price and worth of them. One of these boons ho was 
forced to grant, by reason that the people in great want of 
monejf called earnestly for his help •, what time as, by virtue 
of an act of the senate, he had ordained, that usurers should lay 
out two (third) parts of their stock * in lands, tenements, and 
appurtenances immovable*, the debtors likewise make {>rcscnt 
payment of two parts of tlieir. debts, and yet the thing was 
not done and dispatched accordingly * ; the other, for to miti- 
gate the grievousness of those heavy times®. Howbeit this 
later beneficence of his he so highly prized, that he commanded 
the name of mount Caclius to be changed and called Augustus. 
The legacies given by Augustus in his last will unto the 
soldiers being once published*, he never after bestowed an}' 
largesse upon them, saving that among those of the praetorium^ 
he dealt one thousand deniers apiece [and] in and to the 
legions in Syria certain gifts, for that they alone among all their 
ensigns in the field honoured no image at all of Sejanus®. 
Moreover, he made very seldom any discharges of old soldiers 
as expecting upon age their death, and by death gaping for 
some gain and vantage. Neither succoured he the very pro- 
vinces with his bountiful hand, except it were Asia, by occasion 
that certain cities therein were by earthquake overthrown 
49. Afterwards and in process of time he gave his mind 
wholly even to rapine and plain pillage. It is for certain 
known, that Cn. Lentulus the augur, a man of exceeding great 
wealth, for very fear and anguish of mind was by him driven to 
a loathing and w'cariness of his own life, and at his death to 
make no other heir but himself ; that dame Lepida likewise, 
a right noble lady, was condemned by him to gratify Quirinus *, 
one that had been consul, but passing rich* and childless* 
withal, who, having beforctime put her away being his wedded 
wife, twenty years after called her judicially into question, and 
laid to her charge that long ago she had bought and provided 
poison for to take away his life. Besides, as well-known it is, 
that certain princes and potentates of Gaul, Spain, Swia, and 
Greece, forfeited their estates upon so slight a slander and impu- 
dent imputation, that against some of them naught else was 
objected but this, that they had part of their substance and 

i6i L 



TIBERIUS NERO CAESAR 


wealth Ij^ng in money ’ ; j^ea, and that many cities and 
private persons lost their ancient immunities and privileges, as 
also their right in mines and metals, tolls, and customs ; and 
finally, that Vonones, a king of the Parthians, who, being 
driven out of his kingdom by' his own subjects, retired himself 
with a huge mass of treasure into Antioch, under the protec- 
tion, as it were, of the people of Rome, was perfidiously stript 
out of all and kUled. 

60- The hatred that he bare to his kinsfolk and near allies 


he bewraj'ed, first, in his brother Drusus, by' disclosing a letter 
of his, wherein he dealt with him about compelling Augustus to 
restore the common liberty ; afterwards, in others also. As 
for his wife Julia, so far was he from showing any courtesy or 
kindness unto her when she stood confined (w'hich had been the 
least matter of a thousand), that, whereas by an ordinance of 
her father s she was shut up within one tow'n, he gave strait 
order that she should not step out of doors, and enjoy the 
society of people and worldly commerce ; nay, he proceeded so 
far as to bereave her of that little stock and household stuff 
which her father allowed her ; yea, and defrauded her of the 
yearly pension and e.xhibition for her maintenance, and all, 
forsooth, under a colour of common right and law, because 
ugiistus m his last will and testament had not expressly 
provided in this behalf. Being not able well to endure his 
mother Livia, as challenging to herself equal part with him in 
power and authority, he avoided both to keep ordinary and 
ly compaiiy, and also to entertain long speech or secret 
conference with her ; because he might not be thought ruled 
counsels, whicli othervvhOes notwith- 
s anding he was wont both to stand in need of and also to use. 

his act m the senate : " That, in his style, as he had the title 
on of Augustus, so this addition should run withal, son of 

h^n ■ f not suffer her to 

be named Parens Patriae h nor to receive any remarkable 

hradnin^-TTif Oftentimes also 

and f rh"' intermeddling in greater affairs. 

also came thither m person among others, and there encouraged 
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Ilium came, somewhat with the latest to comfort him, he (as if 
now by tliis lime the memorj’ of Jiis sorrow liad been clean 
worn out) scoffed at tiiem and made tliis answer, that he like- 
wise was sorry in their behalf for the loss they had of Hector, so 
noble and brave a citizen. As for Gcrmanicus, he depraved 
[Aug. 27] and disgraced him, so as that not onty he did extenu- 
ate and diminish all his worthy exploits as mere vain and need- 
less, but also blamed his most glorious victories, as dangerous 
and hurtful to the commonwealth. Also, for that without his 
advice he went unto Alexandria (by occasion of an extreme and 
sudden famine), he complained of him in the senate ; yea, and 
it is verily believed lie was the cause of his death, and used the 
means of Cn. Piso. lieutenant of Syria ; who soon after, licing 
accused of this crime, would (as some think) have uttered 
abroad those directions and warrants that he bad so to do, but 
that Sejanus secretly withstood it A For which Tiberius w,as 
oftentimes and in many places much blamed *, and in the night- 
season commonly called upon with this erj' and note, Rtdde 
Germaniatm, " Give us Gcrmanicus again." The suspicion 
whereof lumsclf afterwards confmned and made good, by 
afilicting in cruel manner the wife also and children of the said 
Gcrmanicus. 

53. Furthermore, his daughter-in-law* Agrippina, for com- 
plaining over-boldly of him after the death of her husband, he 
took by the hand, and recited unto her a Greek verse “ to this 
effect : " If thou hast not sovereign nile .and dominion," 
quoth he, " thinkest thou, prcltj' daughter, that thou art 
wronged ? ” and so vouchsafed her no speech at all after. 
Also, because upon a lime when slic durst not at supper taste 
of those apples which he had reached imto her, he forbore to 
invite her any more, pretending that she charged him with the 
crime of attempting her with poison ; whenas indeed it was of 
purpose plotted and packed® aforehand, both that himself 
should by tlie offering of such fruit tempt her, and she again 
beware => most present and assured death. At the last, having 
untruly accused her, as if she minded to flee one-while to the 
statue of Augustus, and anothcr-whilc to the armies, he con- 
fined and sent her aw*ay to the isle of Pandataria ; and as she 
railed at him, he by the hands of a centurion, with whipping 
and lashing her over the face, struck out one of her eyes. 
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Again, whenas she was fully determined to pine herself to 
death, he caused her mouth perforce to be opened, and meat to 
be crammed into her throat; yea, and after that, by con- 
tinuance in this mind, she consumed quite away and died in the 
end, he inveighed against her in most odious and reproachful 
terms, having opined * first in the senate that her birthday also 
should be^-reckoned among the dismal and unlucky days. 
Furthermore, he expected thanks, as for a high favour done 
unto her, in that he strangled her not before with a cord, and so 
flung her to the Gemoniae ® *• ; and in regard of such a singular 
clemency as this, he suffered a decree to pass, that thanks 
should be given imto him, and a present of gold consecrated 
unto Jupiter Capitolinus. 

54. Whereas by Germanicus he had three nephews, Nero, 
Drusus, and Gains, by Drusus one, to wit Tiberius, when he 
was left destitute and fatherless by the death of his children, 
the two eldest sons of Germanicus, namely Nero and Drusus, 
he recommended to the lords of tire senate ; and celebrated 
the day of both their commencement ^ with giving a congiary ® 
to the people. But no sooner understood he that upon New- 
year’s day there had been public vows made by the city for 
their life also and preservation, but he gave the senate to under- 
stand, that such honours ought not to be conferred upon any 
persons but those that were experienced and far stept in years. 
Thereby having discovered the inward character and canker of 
his heart, from that day forward he exposed them to the 
slanders and imputations of all men ; when also by sundry 
subtle devices he had wrought so that they might be both pro- 
voked to give railing taunts, and also, being so provoked, come 
to mischief and destruction, he accused them in his letters, 
heaped most bitterly upon them heinous reproaches, caused 
them to be judged enemies to the State, and so hunger-starved 
them to death ; Nero, rvithin the isle of Pontia, and Drusus 
at the very foot and bottom of Palatium®. Men think that 
Nero was driven to work his oum death*, what time as the 
hangmEin, as sent by a warrant from the senate, presented unto 
him halters and hooks ®. As for Drusus, kept he was from all 
food and sustenance, insomuch as he gave [made] the attempt 
to eat the very flocks that stuffed the mattress® whereupon 
he lay. The relics’ of them both were so dispersed and 

165 



TIBERIUS NERO CAESAR 

scattered abroad, that hardly thej' could be ever gathered 
together. 

55. Over and above his old friends and familiars, he had 
demanded twenty out of the number of the best and prin- 
cipal citizens as counsellors and assistants unto him in public 
affairs. Of all these he could hardly show twain or three at the 
most alive ; the rest, some for one cause and .some for another, 
he brought to confusion and killed, among whom (with the 
calamity and overthrow of many more) was Aelius Sejanus, 
whom he Itad to the highest place of authority advanced, not 
so imicli for an\' good-will, as to be his instrument and right 
hand, by whose ministry and fraudulent practices he might 
circumvent the children of Germanicus, and so establish as 
heir apparent in succession of the empire the nephew he had by 
Druhus as his [own] son. 

56- No milder w.as he one jot unto the Greek professors and 
artists living and conversing daily with him, and in whom he 
took most contentment One of them named 7,eno, as he 
reasoned and discoursed veiy exactly ‘ of a question, he asked, 
What harsh dialect " that was, wherein he spake ? and when 
he answered. It was the Doric, he confined him for his labour 
into Cinaria, supposing that he twitted and reproached him 
for his old vacation and absence from Rome, because the 
Rhodians spake Doric. Semblably [C. 39], whereas his manner 
was, out of his own daily readings to propound certain ques- 
tions as he sat at supper, having intelligence that Seleucus the 
grammarian inquired diligently of his ministers and servitors 
what authois at any time he had in hand, and so came prepared 
to assoip the said questions, first he forbade him his house and 
ordinary? society, afterwards he forced him even to death. 

57. His cruel, close, and unpliablc nature was not hidden, 
no not in his very' childhood ; the which Theodoras of Gadara b 
his teacher in rhetoric, seemed botli at first to foresee most 
wisely, and also to express and resemble as fitly, when by way' 
of chiding and rebuke he called him ever and anon Il^Xbv 
titjiaTi -((jwpaini'ov {Pcion haimaii -pephummenon) , that is, 
clay ^ soaked in blood *. But the same broke out and appeared 
somewhat more, when he became emperor, at the very be- 
ginning ; what time as y'ct he lay'"' for to win the love and 
favour of men, with a pretence of civil moderation. A certain 
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buffoon ® there was, who, as a funeral passed by, had willed the 
party whose body was carried forth to report unto Augustus, 
that his legacies were not yet paid and delivered, which he had 
left for the commons of Rome. Him he caused to be haled 
and brought unto his presence, to receive also the debt which 
was due : and then commanded him to be led to execution, and 
so to relate the truth unto his father Augustus. Not long 
after, as he threatened to send unto prison one Pompeius, a 
Roman knight, for stoutly [opposing] something ®, he assured 
him, that of a Pompeius he would make him a Pompeianus, 
glancing bj'^ this bitter and biting taunt both at the 
man’s name and also at the old ill-forUme of that 
side ®. 

58. About the same time, when the praetor came to know 
of him, whether his pleasure was to hold the judicial assizes as 
touching the case of majesty^, or no, he made answer, that the 
laws must have their course and be put in execution ; and in 
very truth he executed them with extreme rigour. There was 
one who from the statue of Augustus had taken away the head, 
for to set upon the same the [head] of another. The matter 
was debated in the senate, and because some doubt arose who 
did the deed, inquisition was made by torture. The party 
delinquent being condemned, this kind of calumniation by 
little and little proceeded so far that such points as these also 
were made capital crimes ; namely, to have beaten a slave 
about the image of Augustus • ; item, if a man had shifted his 
apparel “ and put on other clothes (about the same image) ; 
item, to have brought into any privy or brothel-house his 
image ® imprinted either in money or ring ; lastly, to have 
impaired any word or deed of his, in the least credit and reputa- 
tion that might be. To conclude, it cost one his life, for suffer- 
ing in his own colony honours to be decreed unto him, upon the 
same day that they had in times past been decreed for 
Augustus. 

59. Many parts besides, under the colour of gravity and 
reformation, but rather indeed following the course of his own 
nature, he used to play, so cruelly and with such rigour, that 
some there were, who in verses both upbraided by way of 
reproach the calamities present, and also gave warning of the 
future miseries, in this manner ^ : 
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Asper et immitis. Breviler, vis omnia dicam? 

Dispcream, si le mater amare potest. 

Harsh and ankind (in brief wilt thou I should say all ?) thou art: 
God me confound, if mother thine can love thee in her heart. 

I'ioji fis elites t quare ? non sunt iihi millia centum ^ 

Omnia si qitaeras, el Rhodes exilium esf. 

Xo knight thou art ; and why ? for hundred thousands none ; 
(Search all) thou hast in store*: and now at Rhodes exil’d do’st 
wone [dwell], 

A urea mulasti Satumi saecula Caesar ; 

Incolumi nam te, ferrea semper erunt. 

Oi Saturn king thou changed hast that age resembling gold. 

For while thou, Caesar, liv’st, the world of iron shall ever hold. 

Fasiidtl vinum, quia iam siiii iste cruorem ; 

Tam bibii htinc avide, quam Mbit ante meriim, 

V\ ine dotli he loathe, because that now of blood he hath a tliirst. 
He drinkcth that as greedily, as wine he did at first, 

A spice feltcem sibt, non tibi, Romtile, Sullam : 

El Marium, si vis, aspice, sed redticem, 

Nec non Antoni civilia bella moventis 
Nec semel tnfeefas aspice caede manus. 

Et dtc, Roma pent. Regnabit sanguine multa, 

Ad regnuni qutsquis venii ab exitio ®. 

Sec Sulla, happy for himself, O [Roman], not for thee ; 

And illarius, in case thou wilt, but new-returned, see ; 

Likewise behold of Antony those hands in blood imbrued 
Not once, I mean of Antony, who civil war renew’d. 

Then say, Rome goes to wrack. And he with bloodshed much 
will reign 

Who to a kingdom’s state is come from banishment again. 

Which verses at first he would have had to be taken and con- 
strued as made by them who were impatient of any lordly rule 
and absolute dominion at Rome, and as if they had been framed 
and devised, not so much wth any considerate judgement, as 
upon stomach and choler. And evermore his saying was, 
Odermi dum probent. Let them hate me, so long as they suffer 
my proceedings to pass. But afterwards, even himself proved 
them to be very true and most certain. 

60 . Within fev/ days after he came to Capreae, when a 
fisherman suddenly and unlookcd for presented unto him (as 
Le was in a secret place doing somewhat by himself) a barbel 
of an e.xtraordinaiy^ bigness *, he caused his face to be nibbed 
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all over with the same fish : as put in a fright, no doubt, for 
that from the back-side of that island, he had made means 
through the rough thickets and by-ways, to creep and get unto 
him where he was. And when the poor fellow amid this 
punishment seemed to rejoice yet, and said, it was happy ® that 
he had not offered unto him a lobster also (which he had 
caught) of a huge greatness, he commanded that his face 
should be grated and mangled likewise with the said lobster. 

A soldier, one of his own guard, for filching and stealing a pea- 
cock out of an orchard* he put to death. In a certain journey 
that he made, the litter wherein he was carried chanced to be 
entangled and somewhat stayed with briars and brambles ; 
whereupon a centurion of the foremost cohorts in the vaward'*, 
that had in charge to try and clear the ways, he caused to be 
laid along upon the ground, and there he all to-beat him * until 
he was well-near dead. 

61. Soon after, he broke out into all kinds of cruelty, as 
one who never wanted matter to work upon ; persecuting the 
familiar friends and acquaintance of his own mother first, then ' 
of his nephews and daughter-in-law, and at the last, of Sejanus, 
after whose death he grew to be most cruel. Whereby especi- 
ally it appeared, that himself was not wont so much to be 
provoked and set on by Sejanus, as Sejanus to serve his turn 
and feed his humour, seeking as he did all occasions ; howso- 
ever, in a certain commentary, which he composed summarily 
and briefly of his own life, he durst write thus much, that he 
executed Sejanus, because he had found that he raged furiously 
against the children of Germanicus his son. Of whom, to say 
a truth, the one himself murdered, after he had first suspected 
Sejanus, and the other, not before he had killed him. To 
prosecute in particular all his bloody deeds would require a 
long time. It shall suffice therefore to rehearse in general the 
patterns as it were and examples of his cruelty. There passed 
not a day over his head, no, not so much as any festival and 
religious holiday, without execution and punishment of folk *. 
Some suffered even upon New-year’s day. Accused and con- 
demned there were many together, with their children and 
very wives. Strait commandment and warning was given, 
that the near kinsfolk of such persons as stood condemned to 
die, should not mourn and lament for them. 
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Especially n wards were by d<-ctt-e .tpp^ointc'i for their 
accii'-crs, othenvliilts also for bare witnr st'es. Ko informer and 
proinoter was discn-ditcd, bnt his prt-fntnu'nt And 

every critne and trcsjwss went for capital, and “'o wa;, recf-ivc<i. 
Were it Init the speahin;; of a few simple, words. Ohjeet>'d it 
was ;u;aifist a }K>ft, that in a trarydy lie had reviled and railed 
upon Apamemiion ' ; as aim it was Paid jo an hi.stori.in's* 

charpe, for savin:; th.it Hnitn.s and Car.sius* wt-rn the last of all 
the Romans s. Presently were the author:; and w-ritcr.s 
pnnishcd, and tlu-ir writintrs called in and ab-olished ; notwith- 
standin': certain ye.ir.s Ix-fore they h.id been r<. cited even in the 
hcanin; of Avipustus, with his poxl liVnnp and approbation. 
Some, connnilted to wMrd, were deprived not only of their 
solace and comfort in stndyinp, but also of the s'erj’ u.se of 
talking with other?. Of such as were cited peremptorily by 
wnt and process to answer at the bar, some pave theiinelvc.s 
mortal wounds at home in their houses .ns sure to 1« con- 
demned. only to avoid torments and ipnominy, others in the 
open face and midst of the court drank pil'on ; and yet were 
they, with their wouiuls Ixnmd up, and whiles they yet panted 
heiwcen alive and de.id, haled aw.ay to pri-on. Tliere w-as not 
one executed hut he was tlirown also into the Gemoniac. and 
drawn willi the drap. In one daj’ were there twenty* so 
thrown and drawn, and .amoni; them Ixiy.s and women. 

As for young girls and maidens of unripe years, because by 
ancient custom and tradition xmlawful it w.as to strangle 
virgins, first deflowered they were by tlie hangm»''n and after- 
w.ards strangled Were any willing of Ihcmst-lves to die, ? 
such were forced violently to live. For he thought simple 
de.ith s,o light a puui.shment, that when he heard how one of the 
prisoners, Carnulius* by name, had taken his death volun- 
tarily before, lie cried out in these words, " Camulius hath 
escaped my liands." Also, in overseeing and perusing [.-^ug. 
fipj the prisoners in gaol, when one of tlicm besotight to have 
his punishment with speed, he made him this answer : " Kay 
marrj', thou art not yet reconciled unto me, that I should 
show thee such favour.’’ A ccrt.ain consular writer ‘ hath 
inserted this in his Annals : Tliat. upon a time at a great fc.ast 
(where himself also w.as jiresent), Tiberius, being on a sudden 
asked, and that openlj', with a loud voice by a dwarf 
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sus])if;ioii, and al*-') cast <>if Tili>;riu>. as tonccivi-d in :s<inUt!y. 
And it wimdi.th to trulli, that In* was mindrtl thus to do. I'or 
ever and anon ho called I'riarn hapfy in that he overlived all 
his Wins and dauphters. 

C3. But how amid these pranhs he lived not only odious and 
dotc-^ted, but osetedinp tiniorotis al^o and txjx/''ed to the con- 
tumelious reproaches of the world, there be many evidences to 
sheiw. dliat any eaitln aycrs should Ik; f- 0 !!f;ht unto and con- 
sulted with apart uithoid witm-fso by. he forbade ; as for the 
oracles near udjomint; to the city of Konic, he atlcinptcei to 
subvert tlnun all. Hut bein;: tenifted with the inajestj’ of 
those answers’ which veie tielivercd at Praenestc*. Isc gave 
over ; namely, wlicnar, he could not Ciid the-in {eealwl tsp 
though they weie and brought down to Home) within the 
chest, until the .same w.as carried b.ack .ag.ain unto the tetnfde*. 
And not danng to away and dismiss from him one or taso* 
consular Iord-dcputier.=. after he had offered provinces unto 
them, he detained them w> long until, after n-rtain j-c.ars 
expired, he ordained others to succeed them, v.'hiles the otlicrs 
remained present with liim ; whcrca.s, in the meantime, rc- 
serc'ing still the title of theoiricc, he assigned unto them many 
commbsions and matters of charge, and they contimmlli’ gave 
order for execution thereof, by the rninistjy of tbeir legattrs, 
lieutenants and coadjutors. 

C5. lli.s daughter-in-law’ and nejdicws, after they were 
once condemned, he never removed from place to place other- 
wise than chained and in a close covered litter se\m tip fast, 
setting his soldiers to prohibit all passengers that met with 
them, and u.ayfariug persons travelling by, once to look hack 
thither', or to stay their pace and stand still. 

C5. When Sejanus went about scditiou.sly to work altera- 
tion in the State, albeit he saw now that both his birtliday was 
publicly solemnised, and also his images of gold worshipped 
everywhere, he overthrew him (I must needs say) at length, 
hut with much ado, by crafty .sleights and guile, rather than by 
his jjrinccly authority and imperial power. For first, to tlie 
end that he might di.smiss the man in show of honour, he 
assumed him to be his colleague in the fifth consulship, which 
in his long absence ’ he had taken upon him for that very jmr- 
pose. Afterwards, when he had deceived him with hope of 
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affinity® and the tribunes’ authority, he complained of the 
man (looking for no such matter) in a shameful and piteous 
oration ® ; beseeching the lords of the senate, among other 
requests, to send one of the consuls to conduct him, an aged 
and desolate man, with some guard of soldiers, into their sight. 
And yet nevertheless, distrusting himself and fearing an up- 
roar*, he had given commandment that his nephew Drusus, 
whom still he kept in prison at Rome, should be set at liberty 
(if need did so require), and ordained general captain. Yea, 
and whiles his ships were ready rigged and prepared to what 
legions soever he meant for to flee, he stood looking ever and 
anon, from the highest cliff that was, toward the marks and 
signs, which he had appointed (lest messengers might stay too 
long) for to be reared a great way off, thereby to have intelli- 
gence, as any occurrent (good or bad) fell out. Nay, when the 
conspiracy of Sejanus was now suppressed, he was never the 
more secure and resolute, but for the space of nine months 
next ensuing he stirred not out of the village® called 
Jovis. 

66. Beside all this, divers and sundry reproachful taunts 
from all parts nettled and stung his troubled mind. For there 
was not a person condemned, that reviled him not in all sorts 
openly to his face, yea, and discharged upon him opprobrious 
terms by libels laid for the nonce in the very orchestra *, with 
which contumelies verily affected he was after a most diverse 
and contrary manner ; so that one-while he desired, for very 
shame of the world, that all such abuses might be unknown and 
concealed ; other-whiles, he contemned the same, and of his 
own accord broached and divulged them abroad. Further- 
more, rated he was and railed at in the letters also of Artabanus, 
king of the Parthians, who charged him with parricides, 
murders, cowardice, and luxurious roiot®, who gave him 
counsel likewise, with all speed possible to satisfy with a 
voluntary death the hatred of his citizens, conceived against 
him in the highest degree and most justly. At the last, being 
even weary of himself, in the beginning of such an epistle as 
this he declared and confessed in manner the very sum of all 
his miseries : " What shall I write, my lords of the senate, or 
how shall I write ? Naj', what is it, at a word, that I shall not 
write at this time ? The gods and goddesses all plague and 
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confound me utterly at once, feeling as I do myself daily to 
perish." 

67. Some think that he foreknew all this by the skill he had 
of future events 1, that he foresaw also long before how great 
a calamity and infamy both would one day betide him ; and 
therefore it was that he refused most obstinately to take upon 
him the empire » and the name of Pater Patriae, as also stood 
against the oath to maintain his acts*, for fear lest within a 
while after, to his greater disgrace and shame, he might be 
found inferior and unworthy of such special honours, which 
verily may be gathered out of the speech he made as touching 
both those points, when he saith but thus : " That he would be 
always like to himself and never change his manners, so long 
as he continued in his sound wits. Howbeit, for example sake 
provided it would be, that the senate bind not themselves to 
keep and ratifj' tlie actions of anj' one, who bj’’ some chance 
might be altered." And again : " Jlarrjf, if at any time," 
quoth he, " ye shall make doubt of mj"- loyal behaviour and 
devoted mind unto you (which before it ever happen, I Mush my 
djung daj' to take me from this mind and opinion of 5 'ours, 
once conceived of me and afterwards changed), the bare title 
of Pater Patriae will add no honour unto me, but upbraid you 
either with inconsiderate rashness, for imposing that surname 
upon me, or else with inconstancy, for your contrary’’ judge- 
ments of me." 

68. Corpulent he was, big-set and strong, of stature above 
the ordinary “.broad between the shoulders and large-breasted; 
in aU other parts also of the body (from the crown of his head 
to the very sole of his foot) of equal making and congruent 
proportion. But his left hand W'as more nimble and stronger 
than the right ; and his joints so firm, that with his finger he 
W'as able to bore through a green and sound apple, with a 
fiUip also to break the head of a bo}', yea, of a good stripling and 
big youth. Of colour and complexion he was clear and w’hite, 
wearing the hair of his head long behind, insomuch as it 
covered his very neck ; wrhich was thought in him to be a 
fashion appropriate to his lineage and famil}^*. He had an 
ingenuous and well-favoured face, wherein nohvithstanding 
appeared manj'' small tumours or risings ”, and a pair of verj' 
great goggle eyes in his 'bead, such as (w'hereat a man would 
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marvel) could see even by night and in the dark ; but that 
was only for a little while and when they opened first after 
sleep, for in the end they waxed dim again®. His gait® was 
with his neck stiff and shooting forward * with a countenance 
bent® and composed lightly [Aug. 41] to severity. For the 
most part he was silent ; seldom or never should you have 
him talk with those next about him. and if he did, his speech 
was exceeding slow, not without a certain wanton ® gesticula- 
tion and fumbling with his fingers. All which properties being 
odious and full of arrogance, Augustus both observed in him, 
and also went about to excuse and cloak for him before the 
senate and people, assuring them they were the defects and 
imperfections of nature, and not the vices of the mind. He 
lived most healthful, and verily all the time well-near that he 
was emperor not once in manner crasie [C. 86] ; albeit from that 
he was thirty years old he governed his health after his own 
order and direction, without any help or counsel at all of 
physicians <*. 

89 . As little respect as he had of the gods, or sense of any 
religion (as one addicted to astrology and calculation of 
nativities, yea, and fully persuaded that all things were done 
and ruled by fatal destiny *) yet feared he thunder exceedingly ; 
and were the air or weather any whit troubled, he ever carried 
a chaplet or wreath of laurel about his neck ®, because that kind 
of green branch is never, as they say, blasted with lightning-®. 

70 . The liberal sciences of both sorts® he loved most 
affectionately. In the Latin speech® he followed Corvinus 
Messalla®, whom, being an aged professor, he had observed 
from his very youth ; but with overmuch affectation and 
curiosity* he marred all and darkened his style, so as he was 
thought to do somewhat better extempore, than upon study 
and premeditation. He composed also a poem in 15010 verses “, 
the title whereof is’, A complaint of L. Caesar's Death ® *>. He 
made likewise Greek poems in imitation of Euphorion, Rhianus, 
and Parthenius ® ; in which poets being much delighted, their 
■writings and images he dedicated in the public libraries among 
the ancient -and principal authors. A number therefore of 
learned men strove a-vie’ to put forth many pamphlets of 
them*, and to present him therewith. But above all he 
studied for the knowledge of fabulous history, even unto mere 
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fooleries, aiul nialtcis ridiculous. For the verj- fjranim.iririns 
(which kind of proRsrors, a? we- have said, he affected esjx-d- 
ally) he would assay and .apjiose* commonly with lhfs<e and 
suchlike ciuestioiis : namely, Who w.is Hrctiha’s mother? 
What name Achilles had amonfj llie virfdns*'’ ? What it was 
tliat the mermaid.s (Sirens] were wont to siiif; ? Tlic very first 
day (after the death of AnKUstus) that he entered into the 
Curia, as if he rninde<l once for all to i>crfonn the duty of 
piety and religion, folloss'ing the example of Minos, he sacri- 
liecd indeed, as the manner was, w'ith frankincense and wine, 
hut without a minstrel, as the said Minos sometime did at 
the death of his son". 

71 I n the Greek tongue, how.sf>cvcr, he cthcnvisc was ready 
enough and spake it with facility, yet he need it not every- 
where, but most of all forharc it in the senate-house ; in.so- 
much verily, as when he came to name ir.ov.opoUwr, *■, he craved 
leave beforeliand, for that he was to use a .strange and foreign 
word. Yea, and in a certain decree of the senators, when this 
word nnhlema ** was read, he gave his opinion that the s.aid 
word should be changed, and instead of that .strange tenn some 
Latin vocable sought out ; and if such a one could not be 
found, then to utter and declare the thing, though it were in 
more words and by circumlocution. A certain Greek soldier 
also*, being required for to depose and deliver his testimony, 
he forh.ade to make answer, unlc.ss it were in Latin 

72. All the time that he was retired and lived from the 
city of Rome, twice and no more he ass.aycd to return thither. 
Once he came by water, embarked in a galley*, as far as to 
the hortyards [C. 83] and gardens adjoining to the Naumachia®, 
but he had set guards along the banks of the Tiber, for to void * 
and put back such as went forth to meet liim ; a second lime, 
by the street or part of the Appian way so far as the seventh 
mile s end from Rome *>, but when he had only' seen the walls 
afar off, without approaching nearer unto the city he rctunicd. 
For what cause ho did so at first®, it was not certainly known 1 
afterwards, affrighted lie was with this prodigious picture and 
strange sight ®. Among other delights he took great pleasure 
in a serpent dragon which when, according to his usual 
manner, he would have fed with his own hand and found eaten 
by pismires, he was warned thereupon to beware the violence 
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of a multitude. In his retium therefore speedily into Campania 
he fell sick at Astura, but, being eased a little of that malady, 
he went forward as far as to Circeii ; and because he would 
. give no suspicion of sickness, he was not only present himself 
at the games exhibited by the garrison soldiers there, but also, 
when there was a wild boar put forth into the open show- 
place for to be baited, he launched darts at him from above 
where he was ; and presently therewith, by occasion of a con- 
vulsion in his side, and for that he had taken the cold air 
upon an exceeding heat, he fell back by relapse into a more 
dangerous disease Howbeit, he bare it out a pretty while, 
notwithstanding that, after he was come down so far as to 
Misenum, he pretermitted nothing of his ordinary and daily 
manner, no, not so much as his feasting and other pleasures ; 
partly upon an intemperate humour of his own, and in part to 
dissemble and palliate his weakness. For when Charicles, his 
physician, who by virtue of a passport was licensed to depart 
and be absent, went forth from the table and took hold of his 
hand to kiss it, he, supposing that he had felt his pulse®, 
desired him to stay and sit down again, and so drew out the 
supper longer. Neither gave he over his usual custom, but 
even then, standing in the midst of the banqueting-room with 
a lictor ® by him, he spake to every one by name ’ as they took 
their leave. 

73. Meanwhile, when he had read among the proceedings of 
the senate, that certain prisoners were enlarged ^ and dismissed, 
but not so much as once heard, concerning whom he. had 
written very briefly and no otherwise than thus, that nomin- 
ated they were by an impeacher ; chafing and frowning 
hereat, as if he had been held in contempt, he fully purposed to 
go again into Capreae®, as one who lightly would attempt 
nothing, but where he was sure enough and without all danger. 
But being kept back, as well by tempest as the violence of his 
disease that grew still upon him, he died soon after in a village ® 
bearing the name LucuUiana * in the seventy-eighth year of 
his age, the three and twentieth of his empire, and the seven- 
teenth day before the kalends of April ®, when Cn. Acerronius 
Proculus and C. Pontius Niger were consuls. Some think that 
Gains * had given him a poison of slow operation, which should 
by little and little consiune him. Others are of opinion that, 
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when he desired meat in the remission of an ague fit wherein he 
had swooned, it was denied him", and therewdth. a pillow’® 
thrown upon his face to smother him and stop his breath ; 
some again, that it was when, coming soon to himself, he caUed 
for his ring, which was plucked from his finger whiles he fainted. 
Seneca writeth that, perceiving himself drawing on and ready 
to die ®, he took ofi his ring, as if he minded to give it unto some 
one, and so held it a pretty while, then afterwards did it upon 
his finger again ; and so, keeping down and gripping close his 
left hand lay still a long time without once stirring ; but 
suddenly calling for his grooms and servitors, when none made 
answer, rose up, and not far from his pallet, his strength 
failing him, fell down dead. 

<■4. Upon the last birthday feast of his that ever he saw, 
him thought, as he lay asleep, that Apollo Temenites (an idol 
of e.vceeding bigness and most artificially wTought) which was 
newly brought from Syracuse to be set up in the library of his 
new temple, assured him that he could not possibly by Viim be 
dedicated. And some few days before his death, the watch- 
tower that gave light i at Capreae by an earthquake fell down 
in the night ; and at Misenum, the ashes remaining of the 
embers and coals brought in to heat his refection-parlour, 
bemg quenched quite and continuing cold a long time, sud- 
denly broke forth into a light fire [Aug. 82], at the shutting in 

of the evenmg, and so shone out a great part of the night and 
gave not over. 


/5. The people joyed so much at his death that, ruiming up 

“f some cried out in this 

note, (Flmg) Tiberius into the Tiberi"; others in their 
prayers besought mother earth and the infernal gods to vouch- 
and a place, but among impious wretches ; 

the dra d threatened his lifeless carcass [with] 

b™ Th r" « who, over and above the remem- 

an art f T committed. For whereas by 

dL d^ ^ that the execution of con- 

demned persons should be put off unto the tenth day after 

them werf t that the day on which some of 

™ li Vu to be the very same, wherein news 

came of Tibenus death. These poor souls, notwithstanding 
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they piteously called for man’s help (because in the absence yet 
of Gains no man was known, who might in such a case be re- 
paired unto and spoken mth) the gaolers, for that they would 
do nothing against the constitution [33] aforesaid, strangled 
them and flung their bodies into the Gemoniae. Hereupon, I 
say, the people's hatred against him increased, as if the 
tyrant’s cruelty remained still after his death. His corpse, 
so soon as it began to be removed from Misenum, notwith- 
standing the most part cried with one voice, to carry it rather 
to AteUa and there to half-bum it ” in the amphitheatre 
yet was brought to Rome by the soldiers and burnt in a public 
funeral fire. 

76 . A twofold will ^ he made two years before, the one 
written with his own hand, the other by his freedman, but 
both of them were of the same tenor, and signed he had them 
with the seals of most base persons. By virtue of which will 
and testament he left co-heirs and equal in portion Gaius, his 
nephew by Germanicus, and Tiberius by Drusus. These he 
substituted and appointed to succeed one another. He gave 
legacies also to many more and among the rest unto the 
Vestal virgins, and to the soldiers of all sorts in general, as also 
to the commons of Rome by the poll [C. 26] : yea, and to the 
masters of every street by themselves severally. 
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THE HISTORY OF 
GAIUS CAESAR CALIGULA 

1. Germanicus, father of Gaius Caesar, son of Drusus and 
Antonia*, no sooner was adopted by his uncle Tiberius, but 
forthwith he bore the office of quaestorship five years before 
he might by the laws * and after it the consulate And being 
sent into Germany to the army, when, upon news brought of 
Augustus’ death, the legions all throughout stood out most 
stiffly and refused Tiberius for their emperor, offering imto him 
the absolute government of the State (whether their * constant 
resolution or kind affection herein were greater it is hard to 
say) he stikled ® and repressed them, yea, and soon after, having 
subdued the enemy triumphed. After this, being created 
consul the second time, and driven forth perforce ' *’ (before 
he entered into that honourable place) to compose the troubles 
and to quiet the state in the Ecist parts, when he had deposed’ 
the king of Armenia, and brought Cappadocia into the form 
of a province, in the thirty-fourth year of his age, he died of a 
long disease at Antioch, not without suspicion of poison®. 
For besides the blackish and swart spots which were to be 
seen aU over his body and the frothy slime that ran forth at 
his mouth, his heart also (after he was burnt) they foimd 
among the bones all sound and not consumed, the nature 
whereof is thought to be such that, if it be infected with poison, 
it checks all fire and cannot possibly be burnt. 

2. But, as the opinion of the world went, his death, con- 
trived by the wicked plot of Tiberius, was effected by the 
ministry and help of Gnaeus Piso ; who about the same time 
being president of S}Tia, rmd not dissembling that he was 
to offend either father or son* (as if there were no other 
remedy but needs he must so do) made no spare but beyond 
all measure dealt wth Germanicus (sick as he was) most 
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rigorously, both in word and deed. For which, so soon as he 
was returned to Rome, he had like to have been pulled in 
pieces by the people ; and by the senate condemned he was to 
die. 

3. It is for certain known and confessed, that there were 
in Germanicus all good parts and gifts, as well of body as 
mind, and those in such measure, as never to any man befell 
the like. To wit. for show, full of passing beauty, favour, and 
feature, with strength and valour answerable thereto, and for 
wit, excellently well-seen in eloquence and learning of both 
kinds ^ ; the very attractive object, he was of singular benevo- 
lence®, endowed with a wonderful grace and effectual desire 
to win men's favour and deserve their love. The only defect 
that he had in his making and personage were his slender 
shanks ; and yet the same also by little and little became 
replenished with continual riding on horseback® after his 
meat^. Many a time wounded he his enemy in close fight 
hand to hand. He pleaded causes of great importance, even 
as touching the decree of triumph*. And among other 
monuments of his studies he left behind him in Greek comedies 
also ®. Both at home and abroad civil he was, insomuch 
as he would go to free and confederate cities without any 
lictors. Wherever he knew any sepulchres of brave and 
worthy men to be, there his use was to offer unto their ghosts. 
Being purposed to inter in one tomb the old relics and bones 
dispersed of those that were slain in that great overthrow 
with Varus, he first gave the assay ® with his own hand to 
gather and carry them together into one place. Moreover, 
to his slanderers and backbiters (if he lighted upon them), of 
what quality soever the persons were, or how great cause so- 
ever they gave, so mild, so remiss and harmless he was that, 
notwithstanding Piso reversed and cancelled his decrees, 
plagued and persecuted a long time his dependants, yet could 
he not find in his heart to be angry with him, before he had for 
certain known, that he attempted his person with poisons and 
sorcerous execrations’', and even then verily, he proceeded 
no farther against him but more majortim to renounce all 
friendship with him, and to give his domestic friends in 
charge to be revenged, if aught happened to himself otherwise 
than well. 
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4. Of these virtues he reaped most plentiful fruit ; so liked 
and loved of his kinsfolk and friends (for I let pass all other 
affinities and acquaintance of his) as that Augustus, after he 
had continued a long time in suspense, whether he should 
ordain him for his successor or no, recommended him at 
length unto Tiberius for to be adopted ; so highly favoured 
of the common jjcople, as that many do report and write, 
whensoever he came unto a place or departed from thence, 
divers times by reason of the multitude flocking to meet him 
and to bear him company, he endangered his own life in the 
press. As he returned out of Germany, after the suppressing 
of seditious tumults and mutinies there, all the praetorian 
cohorts every one went out to encounter him upon the way, 
albeit warning was given beforehand by proclamation, that 
no more than twain of them should go forth. But as for the 
people of Rome, of all sexes, ages, and degrees, they ran out 
by heaps to meet him twenty mUes from Rome. 

5. Howbeit, far greater and more assured testimonies of 
men s judgement touching him appeared at and after his 
death. The very day wherein he left this life, the temples' 
were pelted with stones » ; the altars of the gods cast down ; 
the domestic Lares “ by some flung out of doors into the 
street, yea, and new-born babes of wedded parents thrown 
forth to be destroyed And that which more is, the report 
goeth that the veiy^ barbarians, notwithstanding they were 
at variance and civU war among themselves, yea, and had 
ta 'en arms against us, yet, as it were in some domestic and 
common sorrow -, agreed all to make truce and a cessation of 
amis for a time. Some of their princes also and potentates, 
to declare their extraordinary mourning and regret, did cut 
off their own beards and shaved their waves’ heads. Yea, 
the very king of kings « himself gave over his exercise of 
hunting, and dissolved the society of his great peers and 

princes at his table, wffiich among the Parthians is as much as a 
law-steed ®. 

6. At Rome verily, whenas the city, upon the first rumour 
of his sickness, m amazedness and heavy cheer' expected the 
messengers that came after, and all of a sudden in the evening 
the voice went current (although the authors were unknown) 
that now at length he was recovered, running there was 
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ever3rwhere from all parts with lights® and sacrifices® into the 
Capitol ; yea, the very doors of the temple were like to have 
been burst open, that nothing might stand in their way and 
hinder them, so desirous and earnestly bent with joy to pay 
their vows ; insomuch as Tiberius was awakened out of his 
sleep with the shouts and voices of the people rejoicing, and 
from every side with one accord resounding this note, 

Salva Roma, salva palria, salvus est Germanicus. 

Safe is Rome, safe is our country, safe is Germanicus. 

Also, when now at the last it was known abroad that he 
was departed this life, the public sorrow by no comfortable 
words nor edicts and proclamations could be repressed, but 
continued still even all the festival days of the month of 
December His glory and the miss of him thus deceased 
was much augmented also by the outrages of the times 
ensuing ; whiles all men were of opinion (and not without 
good reason) that the fierceness of Tiberius, which soon 
after broke forth, was held in and kept down by the reverent 
respect and fear that he had of him. 

7 . He wedded Agrippina, daughter to Marcus Agrippa and 
Julia, by whom he had nine children, of which fair issue twain, 
being yet infants, were taken away by untimely death ; one 
died when he was now waxen a jolly boy, passing full of 
lovely mirth and pretty talk, whose counterfeit in the habit 
of Cupid Livia Augusta dedicated in the chapel of Venus 
Capitolina, and the same Augustus was wont to kiss while 
it stood in his bed-chamber, so often as he entered into it. 
The rest survived their father ; three of the female sex, 
Agrippina, Drusilla, and Livilla, bom all one after another 
in the space of three years, likewise as many male children, 
Nero, Drusus, and Gaius Caesar. As for Nero and Drusus, the 
senate, upon imputations laid by Tiberius, judged them to 
be enemies unto the State [Tib. 54]. 

8. Gaius Caesar was bom the day next preceding the 
kalends of September®, when his father and Gaius Fonteius 
Capito were consuls. The place of bis nativity, by the dis- 
agreement of writers, is left uncertain. Gnaeus Lentulus 
Gaetulicus ® writeth that he was born at Tibur ® ; Plinius 
Secundus, within the country of the Treviri, in a town called 
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Ambiatinum upon the very confluents For evidence and 
proof whereof he further saith that certain altars are there to 
be seen canying this inscription : For the childbirth and 
delivery of Agrippina. But these verses following, divulged 
soon after that he came to be empetor, do plainly show that 
bom he was in the very camp, where the legions wintered : 


In caslns natus, palrtis^ nuiriitts ifi annis. 

Jam designati principis omen erat : 

Bom in the camp, in father’s war with soldiers rear’d was he ; 
A sign that then ordain’d he was an emp’ror for to be. 


I mj’self do find among the records, that Antium was the 

piace of his birth. Pliny refelleth • Gaetulicus, as if he 

made a he by way of flattery, because, to the praise of a 

young and glorious prince, he would fetch some argument 

and matter even out of a city consecrated to Hercules ; and 

was the bolder, as he saith, to abuse the said lie, for that, 

mdeed, a year almost before, Germanicus had a son bom at 

Tibim, named likewise Gaius Caesar, of whose amiable child- 

hood ^d untimely death we have spoken before [7]. And as 

to Phny himself, confuted he is by the calculation of the 

toes : for they who have recorded the acts of Augustus do 

^ agree that Germanicus was sent into Germany after the 

time of his consulship e.xpired, whenas Gaius was already 

orn. Neither can the inscription of the altar one jot make 

daul^ t^at Agrippina was delivered of 

it wif ^ And what childbirth soever 

IZT’ difference of sex. called it is 

tirhSsoT to name Uttle 

girls dso puerae, like as little boys 

rno^hrLToml!'^!^-^ Augustus, .vritten not many 

yestetoi te?; “ T: '■ " ^ W- -go than 

to W of God ! 'y^th Talarius and AsiUius that, with 

daitLlhetalS^J^^^^ ^YsmTbT 

mine own seru-pntc -u ■ ■ ' ^ besides ivith him of 

'vritten unto him) may «'hnvill'"°retidr™ 

SOI. Fmewah. my Apippma, mia 4Te.““rcltS 
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and in health, to thy Germanicus.” It appeareth I suppose 
sufficiently that Gains could not in that place be bom, unto 
which he was conveyed from Rome not before he was well-near 
two years old. And as for those verses, these self-same 
evidences likewse discredit them ; and the rather, because 
they have no author. We are to follow therefore the only 
authority that remaineth, of the records and public instrument, 
seeing especially that Gaius evermore preferred Antium 
before all other retiring places, and loved it no otherwise 
than his native soil *, yea, and by report was fuUy minded 
once (upon a tedious weariness that he had of Rome city), 
to transfer thither even the very seat and habitation of the 
empire. 

9. He got his surname Caligula b}' occasion of a merry word 
taken up in the camp, because he was brought up there in 
the habit of an ordinary and common soldier among the 
rest®. With whom how much besides he was able to do in 
love and favour by means of his education and daily feeding 
■with them, was most of all knoum when, after the death of 
Augustus, he only (no doubt) with his very sight and pre- 
sence quieted them \ what time they were in an uproar and at 
the very point of furious outrage. For they ceased not to 
mutiny, until they perceived that he was about to be sent 
out of the way for danger of the sedition and appointed to 
the next city adjoining. Then and not before, turning to 
repentance, they stayed and held back his coach, and so by 
prayer averted the displeasure that was toward them. 

10. He accompanied his father also in the expedition into 
Syria ; from whence being returned, first he abode in house 
with his mother, and after that she was banished and sent 
away, he remained with his great-grandmother Livia Augusta ; 
whom, deceased, he praised in a funeral oration at the Rostra, 
when he was as yet but a verj' youth in Ins praciexla, and then 
removed he to his grandmother Antonia. From her, in the 
twentieth year of his age, he was sent for to Capreae by 
Tiberius, and upon one and the self-same day he did on ^ his 
■virile gown “ and withal cut the first down of his beard, without 
any honourable solemnity, such as his brethren before him had 
at their commencements®. Here, notwithstanding he was 
tempted by all the deceitful trains* that they could devise, who 
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would have drawn and forced him to quarrels *, yet gave he 
never any occasion, having nused out and quite forgotten the 
fall and calamity of his mother, brethren, and near friends, 
as if nothing had befallen to any of them ; passing over all 
those abuses which himself had endured with incredible dis- 
simulation so obsequious and double diligent besides to his 
grandfather and those about him, that of him it was said 
and not without good cause : " A better ser\'ant and a worse 
master there never was®.” 

11. Howbeil, the cruel disposition and villainous nature of 
his own he could not even then bridle and hold in, but both 
at all castigations and punishments of such as were delivered 
over to c.vccution, most willing he w.is to be prc.sent ; and also 
would haunt taverns and brothcl-houscs, men’s wives also 
suspected for adultciy', going about from place to place dis- 
guised under a pcnike of false hair and in a side (woman’s) 
garment ; yea, and most studiously gave his mind to learn 
the artificial feat of dancing and singing upon the stage. 
And verily Tiberius was well content to vink hcreat and 
suffer all, if haply thereby his fierce and savage nature might 
have been mollified and become tractable. Wiich the old 
man (as he was a prince right prudent and one most quick of 
scent) had foreseen well enough long before ; insomuch as 
divers times he gave out and said openly, that Gaius lived to 
the destruction of him and them all ; likewise, tliat he cher- 
ished and brought up a very nalrix >, which is a kind of serpent, 
for the people of Rome, and another Phaethon '> to the whole 
world. 

12. Not long after ho took to wife Junia Claudilla®, the 
daughter of Marcus Silanus, a right noble gentleman. And 
then, being nominated to succeed augur in the room of his 
brother Drusus, before his investure and installation therein 
he was advanced to the sacerdotal dignity of a pontiff®, a 
notable testimony of his piety and towardness, whenas, 
the royal line and imperial court being desolate and destitute 
of all other helps®, Sejanus also suspected and soon after 
overthrown, he should thus by small degrees arise to tlie hope 
of succession in the empire. Which hope the rather to con- 
firm, after his wfe aforesaid Junia was dead in childbirth, he 
solicited unto filthy wantonness dame Ennia, the wife of 
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Naevius Macro’, then captain of the guard and praetorian 
cohorts, having promised her marriage also, in case he ever 
attained to the empire ; and for assurance hereof he bound it 
%vith an oath and a bill’^ of his own hand. By her means 
being insinuated once into the inward acquaintance of Macro 
he attempted, as some think, Tiberius with poison ; and whiles 
he was yet living, but labouring for life, commanded his ring 
to be plucked from his finger, but perceiving that he gave some 
suspicion of holding it fast, he caused a pillow to be forced 
upon his mouth, and so with his own hands stifled and strangled 
him ; yea, and when his freedman ^ made an outcry at this 
cruel and horrible act, he gave order immediately to crucify 
him. And verily this soundeth to truth, considering there 
be some authors who \vrite, that himself afterwards pro- 
fessed®, if not the murder done, yet at leasrivise his intention 
one day to do it. For he made his boast continually, in 
reporting his own piety®, that to revenge the death of his 
.mother and brethren, he entered wth a dagger’® into 
Tiberius’ bed-chamber whiles he lay asleep ; and yet upon 
mere pity and commiseration bethought himself, flung away 
the weapon, and so went back again. Neither durst Tiberius, 
although he had an inkling and intelligence of his design, 
make any inquisition at all of the matter or proceed to 
revenge. 

13. Thus having obtained the empire, he procured unto the 
people of Rome, or (as I may so say) to all mankind their 
heart’s desire ; being a prince, of all that ever were, most 
TOshed for of the greatest part of provincial nations and of 
the soldiers, because most of them had known him an infant, 

, and generally of the whole commonalty of Rome, in remem- 
brance of his father Germanicus, and upon compassion 
they took of that house in manner ruinated and extinct. As 
he removed therefore from Misenum, albeit he was clad in 
mourning weed’ and reverently did attend the corpse of 
Tiberius, yet went he among the altars, sacrifices, and burn- 
ing torches “ in a most thick throng and joyful train of such 
as met him on the way, who beside other lucky and for- 
tunate names called him stdus, their star, puUum, their 
chick, puputn, their babe®, and alwnnwn, their nursling. 

14. No sooner was he entered into the city of Rome, but 
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incontinently, with consent of the senate and the multitude 
rushing into the Curia, after they had annulled the will of 
Tiberius, who in his testament had adjoined co-heir unto 
him another of his nephews [8] under age *, and as j'et in his 
praetexta^, permitted he was alone to liave the full and 
absolute power of all, and that with such a universal joy, 
that in three months’ space next ensuing and those not fully 
expired, there were by report above 160,000 beasts slain for 
sacrifice. 


After this, whenas within some few days he passed over 
by the water but to the next islands of Campania, vows 
were made for his safe return ; and no man there was who did 
let slip the least ocr.asion offered, to testifj' what pensive care 
he took as touching his health and safety. But so soon as he 
was once fallen sick, they all kept watch by night about the 
palace , neither wanted some, who vowed to fight armed to 
the very outrance * for his life thus l5'ing sick, yea, and devoted 
their very lives for him if he recovered * professing no less in 
written biUs set up in public places. To this surpassing love 
of his own citizens and countrymen was adjoined the notable 
favom also of foreign states. For Artabanus, king of the 
professing always his hatred and contempt of 
enus, sought of his own accord to him for amity : yea, he 
^me m pereon to a conference with one of his legates that had 
n ^oosu , and, passing over Euphrates, adored the eagles® 

of the^SLTJs Romans, as also the images 

enkindled and set more on fire the affec- 
ons of men by aU manner of popularity, ^en he had with 
the 7 ^ praised Tiberius in a funeral oration before 
nf Ki*c K ° ^ people, and performed the complement 

?andat. most honourably, forthwith he hastened to 

ihefor^ to translate from thence the 

^hes of his mother and brother, and that in foul and tem- 

E mmeT P^'^ty and kindness might 

the more be seen. And being come to their relics very 

vitcTeJ bestowed them in several 

wSfed having 

in thp nn ° ^ Streamer) pitched 

p op or s em of a galley guided by two ranks of oars 
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and so forth to Rome up the Tiber, by the ministry of the 
most worshipful gentlemen of Rome he conveyed them 
within two fercules (or frames)* devised for the purpose 
into the mausoleum, even at noonday, when people were 
assembled there in great frequency®. In memorial likewise 
of them he ordained yearly dirges and sacrifices to be per- 
formed wth religious devotion to their ghosts by the whole 
city. And more than that, he instituted for his mother 
solemn games within the circus and a sacred chariot withal, 
wherein her image to the full proportion of her body should 
be carried in the pomp ®. But in remembrance of his father he 
called the month September Gcrmanicus. 

These ceremonial duties done, by Nurtue of one sole act of 
the senate, he heaped upon his grandmother Antonia what- 
soever honours Livia Augusta had received in her whole time. 
His uncle Claudius, a knight of Rome until that time and 
no better, he assumed unto him for his colleague in the 
consulship. His brother Tiberius* he adopted the very 
day that he put on his virile gown, and styled him prince 
of the youth®. As touching his sisters, he caused in all oaths 
this clause to be annexed®: "Neither shall I prize myself 
and children more dear than I do Gaius and his sisters." 
Item, he ordained that, in moving and propounding of 
matters by the consuls unto the senators, they should begin 
in this form. Quod botitm, etc.. That which may be to the 
good and happy estate of Gaius Caesar and his sisters, etc. 
In the semblable [C. 39] vein of popularity, he restored all 
those that had been condemned, confined, and exiled, yea, he 
freely dispensed with them pardoning whatsoever crimes or 
imputations remained still behind from beforetime®. All 
the books and registers pertaining to the causes of his mother 
and brethren, because no informer or witness should after- 
wards need to fear, he brought together into the Forum ; 
where, protesting beforehand and calling the gods to record 
with a loud voice, that he had neither read aught nor meddled 
once therewith, he burnt them. A certain pamphlet pre- 
sented unto him concerning his life and safety he received 
not, but stood upon this point, that he had done nothing 
wherefore he should be odious to any person ; sa3dng withal 
that he had no ears open for informers and tale-bearers. 
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16. The spintriae [Tib. 43], inventors of monstrous forms 
in perpetrating filthy lust, he expelled forth of Rome, being 
hardly and vdth much ado entreated not to drorvn them in the 
deep sea. The writings of Titus Labienus*, Cordus Cremu- 
tius=, and Cassius Severus^, which had been called in and 
abolished by divers acts of the senate, he suffered to be sought 
out again, to be in men’s hands extant and usually to be read ; 
seeing tliat it concerned him principally and stood him upon 
most to have all actions and deeds delivered unto posterity. 
The breviary'^ of the empire, that by Augustus had been 
wont to be proposed openly, but was by Tiberius intermitted, 
he published. Unto the magistrates he granted free juris- 
diction and that there might be no appealing to himself. 
The gentry and knighthood of Rome he reviewed wth severity 
and great preciseness, yet not rvithout some moderation of 
his hand. He openly took from them their horses ®, in whom 
vas found any foul reproach or ignominy ; as for those who 
vere culpable in smaller matters, he only passed over their 
names in reading the roll. To the end that the judges might 
be eased of their labour, unto the four former decuries he added 
a fifth. He gave the attempt likewise to bring up again the 
ancient manner of elections and to restore unto the people 
their free voices. 


t due by the last wiU and testament of [Tiberius] 

r.- was abolished), as also of Livia Augusta, 

wtuch Tibenus had suppressed, he caused faithfully and with- 
out fraud to be tendered and fuUy paid. The exaction called 
ucen estma » of all bargains and sales he remitted through- 

i ^ had sustained by 

^ *0 any princes he restored their 
Wdoms he adjomed withal the fruit and profits also of 

in thp ™P03ts growing to the Crown 

Comma ^ namely, unto Antiochus 

^magenus who had been confiscate and fined in a hundred 

ST the rather be reputed 

Tdt S ; that she. being 

vmder most gnevous and dolorous torments, concealed yet 

bf hir naS ' \ ^ committed 

by her patron. For which things, among other honours 
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done unto him there was decreed for him a shield of gold 
which upon a certain day every year the colleges of tlie 
priests should bring into the Capitol, with the senate accom- 
pan3dng them, and noblemen’s cliildren as well boys as girls, 
singing the praises of his virtues in musical verse tuned 
sweetly in metre. Moreover, there passed a decree, that the 
day on which he began his empire should be called Parilia 
implying thereby as it were a second foundation of the city. 

17. He bore four consulships : the first, from the kalends of 
July for two months ; the second, from the kalends of January, 
for thirty days ; the third, unto the ides of January ; and 
the fourth, unto the seventh day before the said idesk Of 
all these, the two last he held jointly together ; the third 
he alone entered upon at Lugdunum [Lyons], not, as some 
deem, upon pride or negligence, but because, being absent, he 
could not have knowledge tfiat his colleague died just against 
the very day of the kalends. He gave a largesse to the people 
twice, to wit, 300 sesterces to them apiece, and a most plenteous 
dinner he made as oft unto the senate and degree of gentle- 
men, as also to the wives and children of them both. In the 
latter dinner of the twain, he dealt over and above among 
the men, garments to be worn abroad ; unto the women and 
children, guards, welts*, or laces, of purple and violet colour. 
And to the end he might augment the public joy of the city 
with perpetuity also, he annexed unto the feast Saturnalia 
one day more, and named the same Juvenalis. 

18. He set forth games of sword-fencers, partly in the 
amphitheatre of Taurus, and partly within the Septa in 
Mars’ Field, into the which he inserted and brought in cer- 
tain troops of African and Campanian pugilists to skirmish 
by companies, even the very best, selected out of both coun- 
tries. Neither was he always himself president at these 
solemnities and public shows, but otlierwhiles enjoined the 
magistrates or else his friends to take the charge of presi- 
dency. As for stage-plays, he exhibited them continually 
in divers places and in sundry sorts, once also in the night- 
season, burning lights throughout the city. He scattered 
likewise and flung among the conunon people naissiles' of 
many and sundry kinds to scramble for, and dealt, man by 
man, panniers with viands therein. At which feasting, to 
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a certain gentleman of Rome who over against him plied 
liis jaws full merrily and fed right heartily with a greedy 
stomach, he sent his own part ; as also to a senator, for 
the same cause, his letters patent, wherein he declared him 
extraordinarily praetor. He represented besides many circus- 
games, which held from mom to even, interposing one while 
the baiting of panthers-, another while the Troy-jousting 
[C. 39] and tournament. But some especial sports there 
were above the rest, and then the circus was laid all over 
with vermilion and borax mineral *, where none but of senator's 
degree ruled and drove the chariots. Some also he put 
forth upon a sudden, namely, whenas he beheld from out 
of the house Gelotiana‘ the preparation and furniture of 
the circus, some few from the next open galleries jettying 
out “ called unto him for the same. 

19. Furthermore he devised a new kind of sight, and such 
as never was heard of before. For over the middle spaced 
between Baiae and the huge piles or dams at Puteoli, con- 
taining three miles and 600 paces well-near he made a bridge, 
having got together from all parts ships of burden, and placed 
them in a duple course at anchor, with a bank of earth cast 
thereupon, direct and straight after tlie fashion of the highway 
Appia. Upon this bridge he passed to and fro for two days 
together ; the first day mounted on a courser richly trapped, 
himself most brave and goodly to be seen with a chaplet of 
oak branches, armed with -a battle-axe, a light target and a 
sword, clad also in a cloak of gold ; the morrow after he 
appeared in the habit of a charioteer, riding in a chariot 
drawn with two goodly steeds of an excellent race, carrying 
before him Dareus a boy, one of tlie Parthian hostages, w’ith a 
train of the praetorian soldiers marching after in battle array, 
and accompanied with the cohort of his minions in British 
wagons^. Most men, I wot well, are of opinion that Gains 
invented such a kind of bridge in emulation of Xerxes, who 
not without the wonder of the world made a bridge of planks 
over the Hellespont, an arm of the sea somewhat narrow’er 
than this ; others, that by a bruit blazed abroad of some huge 
and monstrous piece of work, he might terrify Germany and 
Britain, upon which countries he meant to make war. But I 
remember well that, being a boy, I heard my grandfather 

192 



GAIUS CAESAR CALIGULA 

report and tell the cause of this work, as it was delivered by his 
own courtiers, who were more inward wth him than the rest ; 
namely, that Thrasyllus, the great astrologer, assured Tiberius, 
when he was troubled in mind about his successor, and more 
inclined to his natural and lawful nephew® indeed by lineal 
descent, that Gaius should no more become emperor than 
able to run a course to and fro on horseback through the 
gulf of Baiae. 

20. He set forth shows also even in foreign parts, to wit, in 
Sicily at Syracuse, the games called Actiaci*, likewise at 
Lugdunum in Gaul, plays of a mixed nature and argument ; as 
also a solemn contention for the prize in eloquence both 
Greek and Latin. In which trial of masteries, the report 
gocth that those who were foiled and overcome conferred 
rewards upon the winners, yea, and were forced to make com- 
positions in their praise. But look, who did worst, they 
were commanded to mpe out their own writings, either 
with a sponge or else ■with their tongues, unless they would 
choose rather to be chastised with fcrulars * or else to be ducked 
over head and ears in the next river®. 

21. The buildings left half-xmdone by Tiberius, namely, the 
temple of Augustus and the theatre of Pompey, he finished. 
He began moreover a conduit in the Tiburtinc territory, and 
an amphitheatre near unto the enclosure called Septa ; of 
the two works the one * was ended by his successor Claudius, 
the other was forclet fTib. 33] and given over quite. The 
walls at Syracuse by the injury of time decayed and fallen 
down were by him re-edified, and the temples of the gods 
there repaired. He had fully purposed also to build anew 
the palace of Polycrates at Samos, to finish Apollo’s temple 
called Did5Tneum at Miletus, as also to found and build a 
city upon the top of the Alps ; but, before all, to dig through 
the isthmus in Achaia, and thither had he sent already one 
of purpose, who had been a principal captain of a cohort in 
the vaward ®, to take measure of the work. 

22. Thus far forth as of a prince ; now forward relate we 
must as of a monster. Having assumed into his style many 
surnames, for called he was pins, kind, castrorum films, 
the son of the camp, pater exercituum, father of hosts, and 
optimus maxinms Caesar, the most gracious and mighty 
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Caesar', when he happened to hear certain kings- (who were 
come into the city for to do their duties and to salute him) 
contend, as they sat with him at supper, about the nobility 
of their birth and parentage, he cried forth 
Elf Koipatov Icrw, ch 

One Sovereign Lord, one King let there be*^: 

and there lacked not much but that presently ® he had taken 
the diadem upjon him and converted wholly the show of 
empire into the form of a kingdom *■ But being told that 
he was mounted already above the height and state both 
of emperors and also of kings*, thereupon from that time 
forw ard he began to challenge unto himself a divine majesty ; 
and having given order and commission that the images of 
the gods, which, either for devout worship done unto them or 
for curious workmanship seen upon them, excelled the rest 
(among which was that of Jupiter Olympius), should be 
brought out of Greece unto Rome, that, when their heads 
were taken off he might set his own in the place', he enlarged 
tte Palatium- and set out one part thereof as far as to the 
Forum, Transfigi^g likervise and turning the temple of 
tor and PoUux into a porch or entry ', he stood many times 
^ , between the said two gods, brethren, and so 
ited himself to be adored of all comers. And some there 
were who saluted him by the name of Jupiter Latiaris. 

oreover he ordained a temple peculiarly appropriate to 
IS own godhead, as also priests and most exquisite osts In 
to said temple stood his own image all of gold, lively portrayed 
^ P»portio„, the tvHd. ,vas Lly dad 

Drieatlio a K ^ himself wore. The masterships of the 

pnsthood by hm mstituted the richest men that wie eyety 

offered mn'wa'' ®hdi as made greatest suit and 

off„ed most thmefor. The osts or saofflci aforesaid were 

Sdsi a ±td? [»•«<«»- 

to be sorted h ’■ “^P^fftides t, and pheasants r, and those 

» ''’'T ■ipy “Pi Ami 

rthft Sa^a •» 

anart wdth Tnrs-t r ■ <i^3^time he talked secretly and 

rounding 'o one L^^theThi°Sr’ whispering and 

m the ear, otherwhiles speaking more 
194 



GAIUS CAESAR CALIGULA 


loud and not without chiding; for he was heard in threat- 
ening wise to utter these words, Ei? yn7«j- Aamun> -Trepi'm 
I will remove and translate thee into the land of the Greeks, 
until such time as, being entreated (according as he told the 
tale himself) and invited first by him for to cohabit, he made 
a bridge over the temple of Augustus of sacred memory, 
and so joined the Palatium and Capitol together*-. And 
soon after, to the end that he might be nearer unto him, 
he laid the foundation of a new house in the void base-court 
of the Capitol. 

23. He could in no wise abide to be either reputed or named 
the nephew of Agrippa by reason of his base and obscure 
parentage ; yea, and angry he would be, in case any man, 
either in oration or verse, inserted him* among the images 
of the Caesars. But he gave it out openly, that his own 
mother** was begotten by incest which Augustus committed 
with his own daughter Julia. And not content with this 
infamous imputation of Augustus, the Actian and Sicilian® 
victories by him achieved he straitly forbade to be cele- 
brated yearly with solemn holidays, as being unlucky and 
hurtful to the people of Rome. As for Livia Augusta his. 
great-grandmother, he called her ever and anon Ulysses in a 
woman's habit ; yea, and in a certain epistle unto the senate 
he was so bold as to lay unto her ignobility^, as descended 
from a decurion of Fundi® who was her grandsire by the 
mother’s side, whereas it is evident and certain by public 
records that Aufidius Lingo bore honourable offices in Rome. 
When his grandam Antonia ® requested secret conference 
with him, he denied her, unless Macro, captain of the guard, 
might come in between to hear their talk. And so by such 
indignities and discontentments as these he was the cause of 
her death ; and yet, as some think, he gave her poison withal. 
Neither when she was dead deigned he her any honour, but out 
of his dining-chamber beheld her funeral fire as it was burning. 

His brother Tiberius he surprised suddenly at unawares, 
sending a tribune of soldiers, who rushed in upon him and so 
slew him Likewise Silanus, his father-in-law, he forced to 
death, even to cut his own throat with a razor, picking 
quarrels to them both and finding these causes ; to wit, that 
the one* followed him not when he took sea being very 
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rough and much troubled, but stayed behind in hope to seize 
the city of Rome into his own hands, if aught happened but 
well unto him® by occasion of tempests ; the other’ smelled 
strongly of a preservative or antidote, as if he had taken 
the same to prevent his poisons. Whereas in very truth 
Silamis avoided thereby the insufferable pain of being sea- 
sick and the grievous trouble of sailing ; and Tiberius for a 
continual cough that grew still upon him used a medicine. 
For*’ his uncle Claudius he reser\'ed for nothing else but to 
make him his laughing-stock. 


24. With all his sisters he used ordinarily to be naught 
[C. 6] ; and at any great feast he placed evermore one or other 
of them by turns beneath himself, while his wife sat above. 
Of these sisters (as it is verily thought) he deflowered Dru- 
silla being a virgin, when himself also was yet under age 
and a very boy ; yea, and one time above the rest he was 
found in bed rvith her and taken in the manner* by his 
grandmother Antonia, in whose house they were brought 
up both together. Aftenvards also, when she was bestowed 
in marriage upon Lucius Cassius Longinus, a man of con- 
sular degree, he took her from him and kept her openly, 
as if she had been his own lawful ^vife. Also when he lay 
sick, he ordained her to be both heir of all his goods and 
succes^r also in the empire. For the same sister deceased he 
proclaimed a general cessation of law’ in aU courts. During 
K ^ capital crime it was for any man to have laughed, 

athed, or supped together rvith parents, ^vife, or chUdren. 
u ™Patient of this sorrow, when he was fled suddenly 
^d by night out of the city and had passed all over Campania, 

acrain froHi thence returned speedily 

a^v tiiiTf. ^ overgrown. Neither at 

his enW a speech before the people or to 

tlhtv concemmg any matters, were they never so 
dSIo S other^vise than by the name of 

loved neithe^^^-t^ ^ Agrippina) he 

bv hfeTw^ ff^^^^.P'^^stituted and offered to be abused 

fore condemn there- 

Idi^terntr H AemiUus LepLs, as 

adulteresses and pnvy to his treasons and wait-la:^gs ad- 
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dressed against his person. And he not only divtolged the 
hand-writings which were sought out by guile and adulteries, 
but also consecrated unto Mars Revenger those three daggers 
prepared for his death*, with a title over them, containing 
the cause of his so doing. 

25. As for his marriages, a man may hardly discern whether 
he contracted, dissolved, or held them still with more dis- 
honesty. Livia Orestilla, what time she was wedded imto 
Gains Piso, himself (being one who came in person to the 
solemnisation of the marriage) commanded to be brought 
home unto him as his own wife ; and having within few days 
cast her off, two years after he banished and sent her away, 
because in the middle time between she was thought to 
have had the company * again of her former husband. Some 
report that, being an invited guest at the nuptial supper, he 
charged Piso, sitting over against him, in these terms *' Sir- 
rah, see you sit not too close unto my Avife,” and so pre- 
sently [ 22 ] had her away with him from the table ; and 
the next day published by proclamation that he had met 
with a marriage after the example of Romulus and Augustus \ 
As touching LoUia Paulina, married already to Gaius Memmius, 
a man of consular degree and ruler of armies, upon mention 
made of her grandmother as the most beautiful lady in her 
time, he all of a sudden sent and called her home out of the 
province ® and, taking her perforce from her husband, wedded 
her and shortly turned her away, forbidding her straitly for 
ever the use of any man’s body whatsoever. 

Caesonia, for no special beauty and favour of her own 
above others, nor yet because she was in the flower of her 
youth (considering she had been the mother already of three 
daughters by another man), but only for that she was a most 
lascivious woman and of insatiable lust, he loved with more 
ardent affection and constancy ; insomuch as many a time he 
would show her to his soldiers in her hair clad in a soldier’s 
cassock* with a light target and a helmet, riding close imto 
him, but to his friends stark-naked also When she brought 
him a child ®, he vouchsafed her then the name of his wife and 
not before ; professing and making it known, that in one and 
the self-same day he was become both her husband and also 
father of the infant of her body bom. This babe he named 
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Julia Drasilla, whom he carried about with him through the 
temples of all the goddesses, and bestowed at length in the 
lap of Minerva’, recommending it to her for to be nourished, 
brought up, and taught. Neither had he any surer sign 
and evidence to believe she was his own and of his natural 
seed conceived than her curstness ® and shrewdness ® : and 
that quality had she even then at the first, in such measure 
as that with her perilous’® fingers she would not stick” to 
lay at the face and eyes of other small children playing to- 
gether \vith her. 

26. Vanity it were and mere folly to adjoin hereunto, how 
he served his kinsfolk and friends, to wit, Ptolemy, king 
Juba's son and his own cousin german’ (for he also was 
the nephew’ of Marcus Antonius by his daughter Selene ®), but 
especially Macro himself, yea, and Ennia likewrise, who were 
his chief helpers and advanced him to the empire. All 
of them, in right of their near affinity and in consideration 
of their good deserts, were highly rewarded, even with bloody 
death. No more respective® was he one whit of the senate, 
nor dealt in gentler wise with them ; some, after they had 
ome the highest honours, he suffered to ran by his wagon * 
SI e in t eir gowns for certain miles together, and, as he sat at 
waiting one while at the head, another while 
a the foot of the table, girt with a white linen towel about 
tiPvTr+i had secretly murdered, he continued 

iininii ing ior, as if they were alive, giving it out most 

made 

lish W consuls had forgot by chance to pub- 
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wealth space the common- 
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drove them all away wth cudgels ; in which tumult and 
hurly-burly, there were twenty knights of Rome and above 
crowded and crushed to death, as many matrons and wives 
also, besides an infinite number of the common multitude. 
At the stage-plays, being minded to sow discord and minister 
occasion of quarrel between the commons and gentlemen of 
Rome, he gave his tallies * forth sooner than ordinary to the 
end that the equestria ® might be possessed aforehand, even by 
the basest commoners that came. At the sword-fight, he 
otherwhiles commanded the curtains to be folded up and 
drawn together during the most parching heat of the sun, and 
forbade that any person should be let forth “ ; and then, re- 
moving and sending quite away the ordinary furniture of 
shows provided to make pastime, he put forth unto the people 
for to behold, poor %vild beasts and carrion-lean to be baited, 
the basest sword-fencers also and worn with age, to combat ; 
yea, and appointed householders ®, such as were of quality and 
well-known, but yet noted for some special feebleness and 
imperfection of body, to go under the pegmata^^ and carry 
them. And divers times he brought a dearth and famine 
among the people, by shutting up the gamers and store- 
houses from them. 

27. The cruelty of his nature he showed by these examples 
most of all. When cattle, which were to feed wild beasts 
prepared for baiting, grew to be sold very dear, he appointed 
malefactors found guilty to be slaughtered for that pur- 
pose. And in taking the review of gaols and prisoners 
therein, as they were sorted according to their offences, he, 
without once looking upon the title and cause of their im- 
prisonment, standing only within a gallery, commanded all 
in the midst a calvo ad calvum * from one bald-pate to 
another, to be led forth to execution. He exacted of him 
the performance of a vow, who had promised to do his devoir 
in. public sword-fight for the recovery of his health, and 
him he beheld fighting at sharpe ® ; neither dismissed he 
him before he was victor, and after many prayers. Another 
there was who for the same cause had vowed to die. This 
man, being not very forward to pay his vow, he caused to 
be dight with sacred herbs, and adorned with infules®, like 
a sacrifice ; and so delivered him into the hands of boys, 
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who, calling hard upon him for the discharge of his vow, 
should course and drive him through the streets of the city, 
until he were throum headlong down the steep rampicr^. 
Many honest citizens of good calling and estate, after he had 
first disfigured [them] with marks of branding irons, he con- 
demned to dig in mines, and to make highways, or to en- 
counter with beasts ; or kept them creeping with all four* 
like brute beasts within a cage for the nonce, or else slit them 
through the midst with a saw. And those whom he thus 
sen'cd were not all of them guilty of any grievous offences ; 
but sufficient it was, if they had a base conceit ‘ and spake 
but meanly of some show that he exhibited ; or because they 
had never sworn stoutly by his genius ’ >>. 

Parents he forced to be present at the execution of their 
own children. And when one father excused himself by 
reason of sickness, ho sent a litter for him ; another of them, 
immediately after the heavy spectacle of his son put to death, 
he invited to his own board *, made him great cheer, and by 
^1 manner of courtesy provoked him to jocoseness and mirth. 

he master of his sword-fights and beast-baitings he caused 
for certain days together to be beaten wnth chains o in his own 
sight ; but killed him not quite, before himself could no longer 
abide the stench of his brain by this time putrefied. A poet, 
the author of Atellane Interludes, for a verse that he made, 
implying a jest w'hich might be doubly taken, he burnt at a 
s a 'e m the \ cry middle show-place of the amphitheatre. A 
gentleman of Rome, whom he had cast before wUd beasts, 
cned out that he was innocent, he commanded 

cpnt a- his tongue, 

devoured) fiicm again (to fight for his life or to be 

la ! t he was wont to do 
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all on a sudden, as he entered into the Curia, should call him 
enemy to the State, and so lay violent hands upon him ; and 
when they had with their writing-irons"’ all to-pricked® and 
stabbed him, deliver him over to the rest, for to be dismem- 
bered and cut in pieces accordingly. Neither was he satisfied, 
until he saw the man's limbs, joints, and inwards drawn 
along the streets, and piled ail on a heap together before him. 

29. His deeds, most horrible as they were, he augmented 
TOth as cruel words. His saying was. That he commended 
and approved in his own nature nothing more than (to use 
his own term) adiatrepsia'^ , immovable rigour. IVhen his 
grandmother Antonia seemed to give him some admoni- 
tion, he (as though it were not enough to disobey her), " Go 
to, dame,” quoth he, ” remember I may do what I will against 
aU persons whomsoever.” Being minded to kill his o%vn 
brother, whom for fear of poison he imagined to be fortified 
aforehand with preservatives ® ” What ! ” quoth he, " is there 
any antidote against Caesar ? ” When he had banished his 
sisters, he threatened them in these terms, saying that he 
had not islands® only at command, but swords also. A 
certain citizen of praetor’s degree desired oftentimes, from 
the retiring place where he was at Anticyra®*’ (into which 
isle he went for his health sake) to have his licence continued 
But he gave order he should be killed outright, adding these 
words therewith, that bloodletting was necessary for him, who 
in so long time had found no good by hellebore Once every 
ten days his manner was to subscribe and write down a certain 
number out of the gaol to be executed, and said withal, that 
he cast up his reckonings and cleared the book of accounts. 
When he had at one time condemned a sort [C. 8i] of Gauls and 
Greeks together, he made his boast that he had subdued 
Gallograecia ®. 

80. He would not lightly [36] permit any to suffer death 
but after many strokes given and those very softly, wth this 
rule and precept evermore, which now became rife and well- 
known, “ Strike so as they may feel that they are dying.” 
He executed on a time one whom he had not appointed to 
die, by error only and mistaking his name : “ But it makes 
no matter,” quoth he, “ for even he also hath deserved death.” 
This speech of the t5n:ant ^ out of a tragedy he often repeated ; 
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Oderint dum metuant, " Let them hate me, so they fear me.” 
Many a time he inveighed bitterly against all the senators 
at once, as the dependants and adherents of Sejanus, or the 
informers against his mother and brethren, bringing forth 
those evidences which he had made semblance before [15] 
were burnt ; and theremth excused and justified the cruelty 
of Tiberius as necessary, seeing he could not otherwise choose 
but believe so many that made presentments unto him. 
The degree of gentlemen he railed at continually, as devoted 
whoUy to the stage and show-place. Being highly displeased 
upon a time with the multitude, favouring as they did the 
contrary faction = to his=> : “ Would God,” quoth he. " that 
the people of Rome had but one neck.” And when Tetrinius 
Latro “ was by them called for to fight at sharpe [27] he 
said that they also who called for him were Tetrinii* every 
one. It fortuned that five of these retiarii®, fighting in 
their single coats, and together by companies®, had without 
any combat yielded themselves as overcome to as many other 
champions or fencers caUed secutoresL Now when com- 
m^d was given by the people that they should be killed, one 
t^es me up his trout-spear again into his hand.and slew aU 
the other five who were thought the conquerors. This 
slaughter he both bewailed in an edict as most cruel, and also 
cursed them that endured to see the sight. 

31 . He was wont moreover to complain openly of the con- 
ition of his time wherein he lived, as not renowned by any 
public calamities ; whereas the reign of Augustus [Aug. 23] 
was memorable for the overthrow of Varus, that of Tiberius 
rrib. 40] ennobled by the faU of scaffolds in the theatre at 
enae. s for himself, like he was to be forgotten (such was 
e prospenty m his days). And evermore he wished the 
execution of his armies, famine, pestilence, and 
opening chinks of the ground. 

wTiilpc h he was at his recreations and disports, 
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respect. At Puteoli, when he dedicated the bridge which, as 
we noted before [19], was his own invention, after he had 
invited many unto him from the shore and strand, suddenly 
he turned them all headlong over the bridge into the water. 
And seeing some of them taking hold of the helms ^ for to 
save themselves, he shoved and thrust them off with poles 
and oars into the sea. At a public feast in Rome, there 
chanced a servant® to pluck off a thin plate® of silver from 
the table* ; and for this immediately he delivered him to 
the hangman for to be executed, namely, to have his hands 
cut off and hung about his neck just before his breast, with a 
written title carried before him, declaring the cause of this 
his punishment, and so to be led round about all the com- 
panies as they sat at meat. One of these fencers called 
mirmillones ® coming out of the fence-school played at wooden 
wasters® with him, and there took a fall for the nonce®, 
and lay along at his feet ; him he stabbed for his labour 
with a short iron skene® that he had, and withal, after the 
solemn manner of victors, ran up and down with his garland 
of palm-tree branches. There was a beast brought to the 
altcLT ready to be killed for sacrifice ; he comes girt in habit of 
these beast-slayers ®, and with the axe-head that he lifted up on 
high knocked do^vn the minister himself, who was addressed 
to cut the said beast's throat, and so dashed his brains out. 
At a plenteous feast where there was great cheer he set up all 
at once an immeasurable laughter ; and when the consuls who 
sat just by him asked gently and with fair language whereat he 
laughed so, " At what else," quoth he, " but this, that with 
one nod of my head I can have both your throats cut im- 
mediately.” 

33 . Among divers and sundry jests and merry conceits 
of his, as he stood once hard by the image of Jupiter, he 
demanded of Apelles, an actor of tragedies, whether of the 
twain he thought to be the greater and more stately, Jupiter 
or himself. And whiles he made some stay ere he answered, 
he all to-tare [28] and mEmgled him -with whipping cheer 
praising ever and anon his voice, crying unto him for mercy, 
as passing sweet and pleasant, even when he groaned' also 
under his lashes. So often as he kissed the neck of ^vife or 
concubine, he would say withal, " As fair and lovely a neck 
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as this is, oS it shall go if I do but speak the word.” More- 
over, he gave it forth many a time, that he would himself 
fetch out of his ^vife Caesonia, though it were wth lute- 
strings what was the reason that he loved her so entirely 
34. Neitlier raged he with less envy and spiteful malice 
than pride and cruelty, against persons, in manner^, of all 
times and ages. The statues of brave and worthy men, 
brought by Augustus out of the Capitol courtyard for the 
straitness of the place into Mars’ Field, he overthrew and 
cast here and there in such sort as they could not be set 
up again with the titles and inscriptions whole ; forbidding 
that ever after there should be anywhere statue or image 
erected unto any person li\'ing, without his advice asked and 
grant passed. He was of mind also to abolish Homer’s 


verses ; For why may not I,” quoth he, " do that which 
Plato lawfully did, who banished him * out of the city that he 
framed and ordained ? ” The writings likewise and images 
of Vu'gil ^d Livy he went within a little of removing out of 
all libraries. The one’ of these he carped as a man of no 
nit and very mean learning; the other’ for his verbosity 
and negligence in penning his historJ^ Moreover, as touching 
lawyers (as if he meant to take away all use of their skill and 
knowledge) he cast out these words many times, that he would 
sure y bring it to pass they should be able to give none other 
answer nor counsel than according to reason and equity®. 

5. He took from the noblest personages that were the 
rniT ^ badges 1 of their houses ; from Torquatus the 
coUar ; froni Cmcinnatus the curled lock of hair; and 
from Gnaeus Pompeius’, of an ancient stock' descended, the 
PtXTv to that lineage. As for king 

both Jf T t 26 ]), when he had 

tainer^ T T honourably enter- 

mned l^m he slew [him] aU of a sudden, for no other cause 

see^hVT '^.^" ^ ^"to the theatre to 

to tiaira + gsmes there exhibited, he perceived him 

resnlpnrl ^ ^ people upon him, with the 

wS his purple cas.=cck; All such as 

often earned a thick bush of hair gro^vn long, so 

heads H disfigured by shaving their 

all behmd. There was one Ae,sius Procillus (whose 
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father had been a principal captain of the foremost cohort) 
for his exceeding tall personage and lovely favour withal 
named Colosseros®. Him he caused suddenly to be pulled 
down from the scaffold where he sat, and to be brought 
into the plain within tlie lists, where he matched him in 
fight with a sword-fencer of that sort which be called ihreces **, 
and afterwards with another all-armed Now when he had 
given the foil twice® and got the upper hand, he commanded 
him forthwith to be pinioned and bound fast, and being put 
into foul and overworn clothes to be led round about the 
streets to be shown unto women, and so to have his throat 
cut in the end. To conclude, there was none of so base and 
abject condition, nor of so mean estate, whose commodities 
and good parts he depraved [Aug. 27] not. 

Against the great prelate styled by the name Rex Nemo- 
rensis =, because he had many years already enjoyed his 
sacerdotal dignity he suborned underhand a concurrent ® and 
adversary mightier than himself: Whenas, upon a certain day 
of public games there was greater applause and more clapping 
of hands than ordinary at Porius the fencer® manumitting 
his slave for joy of the fortunate combat which he had made, 
he flung out of the theatre in such haste that, treading upon 
his own gown-skirt, he came tumbling down the stairs with 
his head forward, chafing and fuming, yea, and crying out 
that the people of Rome, lords of all nations, yielded more 
honour, and that out of a most vain and frivolous occasion, 
unto a sword-fencer, than to consecrated princes, or to himself 
there in personal presence. 

36. No regard had he of chastity and cleanness, either in 
himself or in others. Marcus Lepidus, Mnester the panto- 
mime^, yea, and certain hostages he kept and loved, as the 
speech went, by way of reciprocal commerce in mutual im- 
purity, doing and suffering against kind Valerius Catullus, a 
young gentleman descended from a family of consul's degree, 
■complained and openly cried out that he was unnaturally by 
him abused, and that his very sides were wearied and tired 
out with his filthy company. Over and above the incests 
committed with his o'wn sisters and his love so notorioiis of 
Pyrallis, that common and prostitute strumpet, there was not 
lightly® a dame or wife of any worship and reputation that 
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lie forban'. And those for the jnn-t part would lie invito 
together witli their Inusbandi, to stippcr. and as they passed 
by at his feet pcnisc* and consider curioU‘-ly ; taking leisure 
thereto, after the manner of those that cheapen and buy 
wares in overt market, yea, and with his hand chuck them 
under the chin and make them to look up, if happily ‘ any 
of them in modesty and for bashfnlness bt-ld down their faces. 
And then, so often as he listed, out he goc*s from the refection- 
room, and when he had called her unto him apart that likcfl 
him best, he would within a little after (even whiles the 
tokens were yet frc.sh testifying their wanton work) return, 
and openly before all the company either praise or dispraise 
her ; reckoning up everj’ good or bad part of body and action 
in that brutish tnisiucss. To some of them him.sclf sent bills 
of divorcement in the nan\e of their hnsbands absent, and 
commanded the same to he set u[>on the fdc and stand in 
public record. 

37 . In riotous and wasteful expense ® be outwent the wits 
and inventions of all the prodigal spendthrifts that ever 
were, as having devised a new-fonnd manner and use of 
bainos [Aug. 76], together with most strange and monstrou.s 
kinds of im-ats and meals ; namely, to bathe with hot and cold 
ointments to drink off and quaff most precious and costly 
pearls dissolved in vinegar, to set upon the hoard at feasts 
loaves of bread and other mands to them before his guests 
all of gold, sajnng commonly withal, that a man must cither 
be frugal or else Caesar. Moreover, for certain da}’S together 
he flung and scattered among the common people from the 
louver of the stately basilica Julia, money in pieces of no mean 
value. He built, moreover, tall galliasses of cedar timber 
with poops and stems beset with precious stones, carrjdng 
sails of sundry colours, containing in them baincs, large 
galleries, walking-places, and dining-chambers of great rcceit -, 
with vines also and trees bearing apples and other fmit in as 
much variety ; wherein he would sit feasting in Uie very day- 
time among choirs of musicians and melodious singers, and so 
sail along the coasts of Campania, In building of stately 
palaces and manor-houses in the country he cast aside all 
rules and orders, as one desirous to do nothing so much as 
that which was thought impossible to be done. And therefore 
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he laid foundations of piles where the sea was most raging and 
deep withal, and hewed rocks of most hard flint and rag ® ; 
plains also he raised even with mountains and by digging down 
hill-tops levelled them equal with the plains, aU with incredible 
celerity, as punishing those who -wrought but slowly even -with 
death. In sum (and not to reckon up everything in parti- 
cular) that infinite wealth and mass of treasure which Tiberius 
Caesar left behind him, valued at 2700 millions * of sesterces, 
he consumed to nothing before one whole year was gone 
about. 

38. Being exhausted therefore and gro-wn exceeding bare, 
he turned his mind to rapine and polling ^ by sundry and most 
nice points of forged calumniation, of sales, of imposts, and 
taxes. He affirmed plainly that those held not by law and 
rightfully the freedom of Rome city, whose ancestors had 
obtained the grant thereof in these terms to them and their 
posterity, unless they were sons ; for “ by posteri (posterity),” 
quoth he, " ought to be understood none beyond this degree of 
descent.” And when the letters patent and grants of Julius 
and Augustus (late emperors of sacred memory) were brought 
forth as evidence, he bewailed * the same as old, past-date and 
of no validity. He charged those also -with false valuation 
and -wrong certificate of their estates, unto whom there had 
accrued afterward (upon what cause soever) any increase of 
substance. 

The last -wills and testaments of such as had been prin- 
cipal centurions of the foremost cohorts, as many, I say, as 
from the beginning of Tiberius’ empire, had left neither the 
said Tiberius nor himself heir, he cancelled for their un- 
thankfulness ; of all the rest like-wise he held the -wills as 
void and of none effect, in case any person would come forth 
and say that they purposed and intended at their death to 
make Caesar their heir. Upon which fear that he put men 
in, being now both by unkno-wn persons unto him nominated® 
heir among their familiar friends and also by parents among 
their children, he termed them all mockers and cozeners, for 
that after such nrmcupative -wills they continued still alive ; 
and to many of them he sent certain dainties* empoisoned. 
Nowsuch causes as these abovesaid he heard judicially debated, 
ha-ving beforehand set down a certain rate and sum of money, 
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for the raising whereof he sat judicially in court ; and when 
that sum was fuUy made up, then, and not before, he would 
arise. And (as he was one who in no wise could abide any 
little delay) he condemned upon a time, by virtue of one 
definitive sentence, above forty persons, liable to judgement 
for divers and sundry crimes ; making his boast \vithal unto 
his wife Caesonia, newly w'akened out of her sleep, what a deal 
he had done while she took her noon's repose. 

Having published an open port-sale [C. 50] of the residue 
remaining of furniture provided to set out all shows and games, 
he caused the said parcels to be brought forth and sold ; setting 
the prices thereof himself and enhancing the same to such a 
prick that some men, enforced to buy certain things at an 
extreme and exceeding rate (whereby they were impoverished 
and stripped of all their goods) cut their own veins and so 
bled to death. Well-known it is that, whiles Aponius Satur- 
ninus took a nap and slept among the seats and stalls where 
these sales were held, Gaius put the bedel ' in mind not to let 
slip and overpass such an honourable person of praetor’s 
degree as he was, " considering," quoth he, " that with his 
head he had so often nodded and made signs unto him ” ’ ; 
and thus taking that occasion, he never rested raising the 
price whiles he sat and nodded stUl, until there were fastened 
upon the man (ignorant, God wot, altogether of any such 
matter) thirteen sword-fencers, at 9,000,000 sesterces. 

39. In Gaul like^vise, when he had sold the jewels, orna- 
ments, and household-stuff of his sisters * by him condemned, 
their servants also and very children at excessive high 
prices, finding sweetness in the gain gro^ving thereupon 
and thereby drawn on to proceed in that course, look, what 
furniture belonged to the old imperial court, he sent for it 
all from the city of Rome ; for the carriage whereof he took 
up even the passengers' wagons that usually were hired, yea, 
the very jades which served mills and bake-houses®, insomuch 
as many times there wanted bread in Rome ; and a number 
of termers*, such as had matters depending in law, for that 
they could not make their appearance in court at their days 
appointed, by absence lost their suits. For the selling of 
which furniture, there was no fraud, no guile, no deceitful 
allurement to be devised that he used not ; onewhile checking 
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each one for their avarice, and rating them because they were 
not ashamed to be richer than lie ; othci^vhiles making sem- 
blance of repentance, in that he permitted persons to have the 
bujnng of such things as belonged to the empire. Intelligence 
was given unto him that a certain wealthy and substantial 
man in tliat province had paid 200,000 sesterces unto his 
officers (who had the bidding of guests unto his own tabic) 
that by some subtle shift himself might be foisted in among 
other guests, neither was he discontented that the honour 
of supping with him was prized so high. Tlic morrow after, 
therefore, as this provincial man was sitting at a public 
port-sale, he sent one of purpose to tender and deliver unto 
him some frivolous trifle (I wot not what) at the price of 
200,000 sesterces, and withal to say unto him that take a 
supper he should vnth Caesar, as a guest invited by his own 
self. 

40. He levied and gathered new tributes and imposts such 
as never were heard of before, at the first by the hands of 
publicans, and afterwards (by reason of the excessive gains 
that came in) by the centurions and tribunes of the praetorian 
cohorts. For he omitted no kind of thing, no manner of 
person, but he imposed some tribute upon them. For all 
cates that were to be sold throughout the city there w^as 
exacted a certain taxation and set payment. For actions, for 
suits, for judgements wheresoever commenced or drawm in 
WTiting, the fortieth part of the whole sum in suit w'cnt to his 
share in tlie name of a tribute, not without a penalty, in 
case any one were convinced* to have either gro\vn to com- 
position * or given the thing in question. The eighth part of 
the poor porters’ and carriers' day’s wages, out of the gets® also 
and takings of common strumpets, as much as they earned by 
once lying with a man, was paid nomine tribnti. Moreover, to 
the chapter of the law tliis branch was annexed, that there 
should be liable to this tribute not only the parties them- 
selves that by trade of harlotry got their living, but even they 
likewise who kept houses of bawdry ; as also that wedded 
persons should pay for their use of marriage. 

41. After these and such-like taxes were denounced by 
proclamation, but not yet published abroad in writing, when- 
as through ignorance of the written law many trespasses 
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and transgressions were committed at length, upon instant 
demand of the people, he [published] indeed the act, but written 
in very small letter and within as narrow a place so that no 
man might exemplify^ the same or copy it out. And to the 
end that there might be no kind of spoil and pillage which he 
attempted not, he set up a ste\vs and brothel-house in the very 
palace, with many rooms and chambers therein distinguished 
asunder, and furnished according to the dignity and worth of 
that place. In it there stood to prostitute themselves married 
wives, j'ouths, and springals [Tib. 6] freeborn. Then sent he 
all about to the frequented places, as well markets as halls of 
resort =, certain nomenclators* to invite and call thither by 
name young men and old for to fulfil and satisfy their lust. 
AU comers at their entrance paid money (as it were) for 
usurj' and interests Certain persons also were appointed 
to take note in open sight of their names, as of such as were 
good friends increasing the revenues of Caesar. And not 
disdaining so much as the lucre and vantage arising out 
of hazard and dice-play, he gained the more by cogging®, 
lying, yea, and forswearing (of gamesters). And upon a 
time, having put over to his next fellow-gamester his own 
course, to cast the dice for him in his turn, out he goes into 
the courtyard and foregate of the house ; where, having 
espied two wealthy gentlemen of Rome passing by, he com- 
manded them to be apprehended incontinently®, and con- 
demned in the confiscation of their goods, which done he 
returned in again, leaping for joy and making his vaunt, that 
he never had a luckier hand at dice. 

42. But when he had once a daughter bom, complaining 
then of his poverty and the heavy charges that lay upion him 
not only as emperor but also as a father, he gently took 
the voluntary contributions and benevolence of men toward 
the finding of the girl her food, as also for her dowry another 
day. He declared also by an edict that he would receive 
New-year s gifts ; and so he stood, the first day of January, 
in the porch or entry of his house Palatine, ready to take 
what pieces soever of money came, which the multitude of 
all sorts and degrees with full hands and bosoms ^ poured out 
before him. Finally, so far was he incensed with the desire of 
handling money, that oftentunes he would both walk bare- 
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footed up and down, yea, and wallow also a good while with 
his whole body upon huge heaps of coined gold pieces, spread 
here and there in a most large and open place. 

43. In military matters and warlike affairs he never dealt 
but once, and that was not upon any intended purpose ; 
but what time as he had made a progress to Mevania, for 
to see the sacred grove and river of Clitumnus^, being put 
in mind to supply and make up the number of tlie Batavians 
whom he had about him for his guard, it took him in the 
head to make an expedition into Germany. Neither de- 
ferred he this design, but, having levied from all parts a 
power consisting of legions and auxiliary forces, and taken 
musters most rigorously in every quarter, as also raised and 
gathered together victuals and provision of all sorts in that 
quantity as never any other before him the like, he put 
himself on his journey. Wherein he marched, one while 
in such hurry and haste, as that the praetorian cohorts were 
forced (against the manner and custom) to bestow their 
ensigns upon the sumpter beasts’ backs and so to follow 
after ; othenvhiles, after such a slow and delicate manner, 
as that he would be carried in a litter upon eight men’s 
shoulders, and exact of the common people inhabiting the 
neighbour cities adjoining that the highways might be swept 
and watered for the dust against his coming. 

44. After that he was arrived once at the camp, to the end 
that he might show himself a sharp and severe captain, 
those lieutenants who had brought aid with the latest b 
out of divers and dissituate= parts, he discharged udth igno- 
miny and shame. But in the review of his army the most 
part of the centurions who had already served out their 
complete time, yea, and some whose term within very few 
days would have been fully expired, he deprived of their 
places, to wit, the leading of the foremost bands, finding 
fault forsooth with the old age and feebleness of every one. 
As for the rest, after he had given them a rebuke for their 
avarice, he abridged the fees and avails^ due for their ser- 
vice performed, and brought that same down to the value 
of 6000 sesterces. And having achieved no greater exploit 
than taken to his mercy Adminius, the son of Cynobellinus, 
king of the Britons*, who, being by his father banished, 

211 



GAIUS CAESAR CALIGULA 

was fled over sea with a small power and train about him, 
he sent magnificent and glorious letters to Rome, as if the 
whole isle had been yielded into his hands; warning and 
willing the couriers ever and anon to ride forward in tlieir 
wagon directly into the market-place and the Curia, and in 
no wise to deliver the said missives but in the temple of 
Mars unto the consuls, and that in a frequent [ 15 ] assembly of 
the senate. 

45. Soon after, when there failed matter of war, he com- 
manded a few Germans of the corps dc guard* to be trans- 
ported and hidden on the other side of the Rhine, and that 
news should be reported unto him after dinner in most 
tumultuous manner, that the enemy was come ; which 
done, he made what haste he could, and together ndth some 
of his friends and part of the praetorian horsemen he entered 
the ne.xt wood, where, after he had cut off the heads of trees 
and adorned their bodies in manner of trophies, he returned 
into the camp by torch-hght. As for those verily who fol- 
lowed him not in this service, he reproved and checked them 
for their timorousness and cowardice ; but his companions 
and partners in this doughtj' victoiy he rewarded with a new 
kind and as strange a name of coronets, which being garnished 
and set out with the e.\"press form of Sun, Jloon, and stars he 
called exploratoriac =*. Again, whenas certain hostages w'ere 
had away perforce out of the grammar school and privily sent 
before, he suddenly left his supper and with his men of arms 
pursued them as nmaways, and being overtaken and caught 
again he brought them back as prisoners bound in chains, show- 
ing himself even in this interlude also beyond all measure in- 
solent and intemperate. Now after he was come back to 
supper, those who brought him word that the battles’ were 
ralhed and come forward in safety he exhorted to sit down 
to meat, armed as they were, in their corslets ; yea, and 
advertised them out of that most vulgar’ verse of Virgil; 
Durareut, sectindtsqiic rebus sc servareul*. 

Still to endure in all assaj’s 

And keep themselves for better daTC. 

Moreover, amid these affairs, he rebuked most sharpl}' in a 
proclamation the senate and people both in their absence ; 
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for that whiles Caesar fought battles and was exposed to 
so many perils, they could so unseasonably celebrate feasts, 
haunt also the circus, the theatres, and their retiring places of 
solace and pleasure. 

48. Last of all, as if he meant now to make a final dispatch 
for ever of the war, having embattelled his army upon the 
Ocean shore, planted his ballistas and other engines of artil- 
lery in their several places (and no man wist the while or 
could imagine what he went about), all at once he com- 
manded them to gather fish-shells, and therewith to fill their 
headpieces and laps, terming them the spoils of the Ocean, 
due to the Capitol and the Palatium. In token also and 
memorial of this brave victory, he raised an exceeding high 
turret, out of which, as from a watch-tower, there might 
shine all night long lights and fires for the better direction 
of ships at sea in their course. And after he had pronounced 
publicly a donative to his soldiers, even a hundred good 
deniers apiece, as if thereby he had surmounted all former 
precedents of liberality, " Now go your ways,” quoth he, 
" with joy. Go your ways I say, enriched and wealthy h” 

47. Turning his mind after this to the care of his triumph, 
he selected and set apart for the pomp [15] (over and above 
the captives and runnagate^ barbarians) the tallest men of 
stature also that were to be found in Gaul, and every one 
that (as he said himself) was axioihriambetiios, that is, worthy 
to be seen in a triumph, yea, and some of the nobles and 
principal persons of that nation ; whom he compelled not 
only to colour the hair of their heads yellow like burnished 
gold and to wear the same long, but also to learn the Germans' 
language, and to bear barbarous names. He gave command 
also, that the galleys with three ranks of oars, wherein he had 
embarked and entered the Ocean, should be conveyed to 
Rome, a great part of the way by land. He wrote likewise 
unto his procurators and officers to provide the furniture of 
his triumph with as little cost as might be, but yet the same in 
as ample manner as never before was the like, seeing they had 
both might and right to seize all men’s goods into their hands. 

48. Before his departure out of that province, he intended 
the execution of a horrible and abominable design, even 
to put to sword those legions, wliich long ago upon the decease 
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of Augustus Imcl made a commotion, because, forsooth, they 
had beset both liis father Gennanictis their captain and him- 
self also, then an infant. And being hardly and with much 
ado reclaimed from such a rash and inconsiderate project, yet 
could he by no means be stayed, but stiffly persisted in a full 
mind and wilt to tithe them *. WHien he had summoned them 
therefore to a public assembly unarmed and without their 
swords, which they had put off and bestowed here and there, 
he environed them witli his cavalrj* all-armed. But seeing 
once that many of them, suspecting whereabout ho went, 
slipped away in sundry places for to resume their weapons if 
any violence were offered, himself abandoned the assembly 
and fled, taking his direct way immediately to the city of 
Rome, diverting all his bitterness and cruelty upon the 
senate, whom, to avert from himself the odious rumours of so 
groat and shameful villainies, he openly threatened ; complain- 
ing among other matters that he was by them defrauded and 
put by [C 28] his just and due triumph, whereas himself but a 
little before had intimated and denounced* upon pain of 
death, that they should not make nor meddle in any matter 
about his honours. 

49 . Being encountered therefore and met upon the way by' 
ambassadors from that most honourable order*, entreating 
him to make speed, with a most loud voice, " Come I will,” 
quoth he, " I wUl come, I say, and this with me here.” beating 
oft upon the sword’s hilt, which he wore by his side. He 
made it known also by an edict that he returned indeed, 
but It was to them alone who v'ished it, namely, the degree 
of gendemcn and the common people, for himself would 
be no longer a citizen or prince to the senate. He com- 
manded moreover that not one of the senators should meet 
him. And thus, either omitting quite or puttirfg off his 
tnumph, he entered the city riding ovant [Aug. 22], upon his 
veiy birthday, and within four months after came to his 
end, Iiaving attempted and done notable outrages and very 
great vi amies, but plotting still and practising much greater. 
For he had purposed to remove his imperial court to Antium, 
and afterwards to Ale.vandria *. tbut having massacred first 
the most choice and chief persons both degrees *. And that 
no man may seem to doubt hereof there were in his secret 
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cabinet* found two books bearing divers titles. The one had 
for the inscription Gladkis, the sword, the other, Pugio, that is 
to say, the dagger ; they contained, both of them, the marks 
and names of such as were appointed to death. There was 
found besides a big chest full of divers and sundry poisons, 
which, soon after being by Claudius drowned in the seas, 
infected and poisoned the same, not without the deadly 
bane of fishes killed therewith, which the tide cast up to the 
next shores. 

50. Of stature he was very taU, pale, and wan-coloured, of 
body gross and without all good-making ; his neck and 
shanks exceeding slender ; his eyes sunk in his head, and 
his temples hollow, his forehead broad, and the same furrowed 
and frowning ; the hair of his head growing thin, and none 
at all about his crown ; in all parts else hairy he was and 
shaggy. It was therefore taken for a heinous and capital 
offence, either to look upon him as he passed by from a higher 
place, or once but to name a goat upon any occasion whatso- 
ever. His face and visage, being naturally stern -and grim, he 
made of purpose more crabbed and hideous, composing and 
dressing it at a looking-glass all manner of ways to seem more 
terrible and to strike greater fear. 

He was neither healthful in body nor stood sound in mind. 
Being [as] a child much troubled with the falling sickness, in 
his youth [he was] patient of labour and travail, yet so as that 
ever and anon, upon a sudden fainting that came upon him, 
he was scarce able to go*, to stand, to arise, to recover him- 
self, and to bear up his head. The infirmity of his mind both 
himself perceived, and oftentimes also was minded to go aside 
(unto Anticyra ^), there to purge his brain thoroughly. It is for 
certain thought that poisoned he was with a potion given 
unto him by his wife Caesonia, which indeed was a love 
medicine, but such a one as cracked his wits and enraged 
him. He was troubled most of all with want of sleep ; for 
he slept not above three hours in a night, and in those verily 
he took no quiet repose, but fearful and scared with strange 
illusions and fantastical imaginations ; as who, among the 
rest, dreamed upon a time that he saw the very form and 
resemblance of the sea talking with him. And hereupon, 
for a great part of the night, what with tedious wakefulness 
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and weariness of lying, one wliilc silting up in his lx;d, anotiior 
wliilc roaming and wandering to and fro in liLs galleries (which 
were of an exceeding length), he was wont to call upon and 
look still for the daylight. 

61. I should not do amiss if unto this mind's sickness of 
his I attributed the vices which in one and the same subject* 
were of a most different nature, to wit, excessive confidence, 
and contrariwise ovemmeh fearfulncss. For he that set 
so ligiit by the gods and dcspi.sed them as he did, yet at 
the least thunder and lightning usctl to wink close with 
both eyes, to enuxap also ;ind cover his whole head ; but if 
the same were greater and somewhat extraordinary’, to start 
out of his bed, to creep and hide himself under the Ijcd- 
stcad *. During his i>ercgrinatioii verily and travel through 
Sicily, after he had made but a scorn and mockery at the 
miracles .and strange sights in many parts there, he fled 
suddcnlj’ by night from Mcs5.ana, ,as affrighted with the 
smoke arid rumbling noise of the top of .Aetna, And he 
that agaurst the barbarians was so full of threats and 


menaces, when, as beyond the river Rhine he rode in a 
German chariot between the straits*, and the army marched 
m thick squadrons together, by occasion only that one 
said there would be no small trouble and hurly-burly, in 
case the enemy from any place appeared in sight, forth- 
with he mounted on horseback and turned hastily to the 
bridges ; but findmg them full of camp-slaves and carriages 
wherewitli they were choked*, as one impatient of any delay, 
he was from hand to hand and over men's heads conveyed to 
the other side of the water. 

I'J'cwisc, hearing of the revolt and rebellion of 

better means of 

uDon thi *^S6cd ships, resting and staying himself 

bevond ^ ‘ have provinces 

ine the ^ conquerors, follow- 

Ks" bill-tops of 

S the Cimbrians). or possessed themselves 

He e.!n the Senoncs in times past did. 

wSevise;?"' of hfm after- 

loud lie when th^ ^ ^ to bold up his soldiers with a 

loud he when they were in an uproar, and to bear them in 
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hand * that he laid violent hands on himself, affrighted at the 
fearful news of the field lost. 

52. As for his apparel, his shoes and other habit, he wore 
them neither after his own country guise, nor in a civil fashion 
no, nor so much as in manlike manner, nor yet always, I may 
tell you, sorting with the state and condition of a mortal 
wight. Being clad oftentimes in cloaks of needlework and 
embroidered with divers colours, and the same set out with 
precious stones ; in a coat also with long sleeves, and wearing 
bracelets withal, he would come abroad into the city. Some- 
time you should see him in his silks, and veiled all over in a 
loose mantle of fine sendal * with a train ® ; onevvhile going in 
Greek slippers*, or else in buskins, otherwhiles in a simple 
pair of brogues of high shoes, such as common soldiers em- 
ployed in espial used. Now and then also was he seen shod 
with women’s pumps ®. But for the most part he showed 
himself abroad with a golden beard carrying in his hand 
either a thunder-bolt or a three-tined mace ® >>, or else awarder ’’ 
or rod called caduceus ® (the ensigns all and ornaments of the 
gods), yea, and in the attire and array of Venus. Now for his 
triumphal robes and ensigns, he used verily to wear and 
bear them continually, even before any warlike expedition, 
and sometime the cuirass withal of Alexander the Great, 
fetched out of his sepulchre and monument. 

53. Of all the liberal sciences he gave his mind least to 
deep literature and sound learning, but most to eloquence, 
albeit he was, by nature fair-spoken and of a ready tongue 
Certes, if it had been to plead and declaim against one, were he 
angered once, he had both words and sentences at will. His 
action, gesture, and voice also served him well, insomuch as 
for very heat and earnestness of speech uneth ® was he able to 
stand his ground and keep still in one place, yet might he be 
heard nathless of them that stood afar off. When he was 
about to make an oration, his manner was to threaten in these 
terms, namely, that he would draw forth and let drive at his 
adversary the keen weapon and dart of his night-study by 
candlelight ; contemning the milder and more piked ^ kind of 
writing so far forth as that he said of Seneca, a writer in those 
days most accepted, that his compositions which he made 
were plain exercises to be shown only, and was no better him- 
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self than sand \vithout lime. His wont w-as also to answer by 
v/riting the orations of those orators who had pleaded well and 
with applause ; to meditate and devise as well accusations and 
defences of great persons who were impeached in the senate, 
and, according as his style framed, either to overcharge and 
depress, or to ease and relieve every man with his sentence, 
having called thither by virtue of his edicts the degree also of 
gentlemen to hear him speak. 

54. The arts moreover and masteries^ of other kinds he 
practised right studiously, even those of most different 
nature. A professed sword-fencer - he was and a good 
charioteer, a singer rvithal and a dancer. Fight he rvould 
even in earnest with weapons at sharpe [27], and ran a race 
with chariots in the open circuses, which he built in many 
places. As for chanting and dancing, he was so hotly set 
thereupon that he could not forbear so much as in the public 
theatres and show-places but that he would both fall a- 
singing with the tragedian as he pronounced, and also counter- 
feit and openly imitate the gesture of the player, as it were by 
way of praise or correction. And verily, for no other cause 
proclaimed he (as it is thought) a wake or vigil all night long, 
that very day on which he was murdered, but that by taking 
the opportmuty of the night’s licentiousness he might there- 
TOth begin to enter upon the stage. And divers times danced 
he by night ; but once above the rest, having raised out of 
their beds three honourable persons that had been consuls 
and sent for them at the relief of the second watch into 
the palace, whiles they -were much afraid and doubted some 
extremity, he caused them to be placed aloft upon a scaffold, 
and then suddenly, with a great noise of hautboys and sound 
of shawms or cymbals’, out cometh he leaping forth with 
a pail and cassock reaching down to his ankles ; and after 
he had danced out the measures to a song, vanished and 
went his W'ay again. Now this man, so apt a scholar as 
he was to learn all other feats, had no skill at all in swimming 

55. Look, whom he took a love and liking unto he favoured 
them all exceedingly and beyond all reason. Mnester the 
amous pantomime’, he affected so much, as that he bashed® 

not to kiss him even in the open theatre ; and if anj', whiles 
e was dancing or acting a part, made never so little noise 
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and interrupted him, he commanded the party to be pulled out 
of his place and with his own hand scourged him. A gentle- 
man of Rome chanced to keep some stirre* whiles the said 
Mnester was upon the stage ; unto him he sent word peremp- 
torily by a centurion to depart without delay and go down to 
Ostia (there to take sea) and so to carry unto king Ptolemy as 
far as into Mauritania his letters in writing-tables, the tenor 
whereof was this ; “ To this bearer, whom I have sent hither 
to you, see you do neither good nor harm," Certain fencers 
called Thraces^ he made captains over those Germans that 
were of his guard and squires to his body. As for the mirmil- 
lones ®, he deprived them of their armour. One of them named 
Columbus fortuned to foil his concurrent [35], howbeit he had 
gotten before some small hurt ; he made no more ado but put 
poison into the wound, which thereupon he called Colum- 
binura So much addicted and devoted was he to the green 
faction® of charioteers that day by day he would take his 
suppers and make his abode in their hostelry ®. Upon Euty- 
chus a chariot-driver “ he bestowed in hospital gifts at a 
certain banquet two millions of sesterces. To one of their 
chariot-steeds named Incitatus^®, for whose sake (because he 
should not be disquieted) he was wont, the day before the 
games in the circus, by his soldiers to command the neighbours 
there adjoining to keep silence, besides a stable all-built of 
marble stone for him, and a manger made of ivory, over and 
above his caparison also and harness of purple, together with 
a brooch or pendant jewel of precious stones at his poictreU®, 
he allowed a house and family of servants, yea, and household- 
stuff to furnish the same, all to this end that guests invited in 
his name might be more finely and gaily entertained. It 
is reported, moreover, that he meant to prefer him unto a 
consulship. 

56 . As he rioted thus and fared outrageously, many there 
were who wanted no heart and good-wiU to assault his person. 
But after one or two conspiracies detected, when others for 
default of opportunity held ofi and made stay, two at length 
complotted and imparted one unto the other their design, 
yea, and performed it, not without the privity of the mightiest 
freedmen about him and the captains of his guard. The 
reason was for that they also, being nominated (although 
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iintnily) as arr-'v-'in' <<■> a r<'rt.iiii oia'-pimry, jv-ro Ivk! thi'm- 
j-.-lvcs .suspi-ctctl and <>.Ji •u-; tmlu him (h-rcfor. I'or. rvcn 
immediately, by .•• qn-t- uiu; th<m ajurt into a jdact; 

ti(; brought np m gr- at ha'rtd, prote- ting v.'ilh ]«s .word 
drawn, tltat >iif hv wo'il'l npe-n hi«. hand, if they ;d<n 
thought him uairlh.y of death. Neither rero**/l he from tlmt 
tinic forwaid to ;\ceu-''' one unl'» She other, ainl So w! them 
all toj;tiher bv lim Nfiw v.}u)! Slier-!- Ci3ii<;p!ralors 

were n"''!\ed .and .'.eru-d to .-•.■•ail him dtiting she halritinc 
g.inu’s*, .!'• he departe!i shetue tmt of th-'' th'-atre at tiooti- 
tide. Cr-s-im; Cii.-are;!, inS.iirK; of tJm praetorf.-tfi cohort, tfwl: 
iip.irj luiii to play Sla* fit-t put in this action ; l••'en he avlmni, 
Ix-ing i)!iw f,n ftept ill Viat:-, tl.aiti-'* v.'.as v, on! to fnimp* 
■arel dout in mo t opprohri.-ii terms ri.s a wa.nlim and t-ffemin- 
ale p'TSoti. and tfA>‘ whiio, when h- c.arn*- unto him for a wgatch- 
wtjrd, to give him 1’napn.s or Venm.. .aimthir while, if upon 
.any occasion he rendered thanks, to tc.ich out unto him his 
hand, not only f.’slnoned Lut waeging also after an obs^cciit* 
.and tiUliy manner. 

57. Many prodigiou', .si.grtv wen.’ .•c-n. prv-.aiting hi-; future 
do.tth and miird-jr 'nit; mi-age „{ Jupiter at Olympi.i, avliich 
Ills plc.aMire was to 1-; do jointed and translatei] to 'Rome, 
did set up all on a 5 .udden t-uch .a mighty laughter th.at the 
workmen about it h.-i their engine-: and adcts sliji and so ran 
all aw.as’. And stt.iighf«ay carnc there one i,n place who?e 
name nlso w.as C.aasiu.s. th.it avouoh'-i! he had warning and 
commandment in a dmam to s.acrifite a Inill unto Jujutcr. 
The Capitol » m i npua upon the ide.s of .^5.arch wa.s smitten 
with hglilning ; likewuu at Rome the porlcr'a lodge Iwlonging 
to the prince's julace. And there w.anteri not romc who gave 
their conjecture that by the one priKiigy w.a.s portended danger 
to the m.ister of th.c house from his guard and the squires of 
Ills person ; hy the other some notable murder again, sucJi as in 
times p.isi liad been committed ujroti the .same d.iy *•, Also 
Sulla the .astrologer, when Gaius asked his counsel and opinion 
as toucliing the horoscoj'e of his nativity, told him phiin 
that most cert.ain and inevitable de.nh .ipjiroachcd near 
at hand. Scmbl.-iblj’ ( 15 ] the oracle at Anliurn gave him a 
caveat to beware of Cassius. For which very cause he had 
taken order [ 8 ] and given c.\press commandment that Cassius 
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in the breast. Other;', wite that Sahinus, after the mtiilibide 
about him w.as voiiIevl‘ 5iy the centurions (wlio u-ere privy 
to the conspiracy), called for a w.atchword, us the jnanner 
is of .soldiers, and when G.aiiis p.ivc liim the word, Jupiter, 
Chaerea cried out aloud, Accipf rclunt. Here take it sure^; 
and u-ith that, ns he looked behind hint, wii]> one r-l.ash cut 
his jaw quite through. .m. he lay on the ground and 

drassang up his iisnfis together cried still th.at he was yet 
alive, the rest of their complices with thirty wounds dis- 
patched .and made an end of him. For this mot, liepde, 
Strike .again. v.'as the signal of them all ; some of them .also 
thnist their swords through his privy me.mhcrs. At the 
very first noise and outcry. Ids littcr-he.arits c-ame running 
to help with their litter-stave.'; ; soon after, tlm Gemtans 
that were the squires of his hotly c.ame in, and a.s they .slew 
some of the murderen;, so (hey killed certain senator.s also that 
were mere innocent. 

69. He lived twenty-nine ye.ars and ruled tlie empire tlircf 
ye.ars ten months and eight days. His dead corpse was 
conveyed secretly into the I.amian hortyards', where, being 
scorched only or lialf-bumt in a tumultuary and hasty funeral 
fire, covered it was with a few turfs of cartli lightly cast 
over it. but aftenwirds by his sisters now returned out of 
exile t.nken up, burnt to ashc.s, and interred. It is for certain 
known and reputed that, Ijcfore this complement* w.a.s per- 
formed. the keepers of those hortyards were troubled with the 
walking of spirits and ghosts ; and in that very house’ wherein 
he W. 1 S murdered there p.i.s.scd not a night without some terror 
or fearful object, until the very' house itself was consumed 
with fire. There died together with him both his ■;vifc Cacsonia, 
stabbed with a sword by a centurion, .and also a daughter of 
liis, whose brains were dashed ovit against a wall. 

60. What the condition and slate was of those days, any’ 
man may gather even by’ these particulars. For neither when 
this massacre was disailged and made known abroad, men 
gave credit by .and by’ thereto, but there went a suspicion 
that Gaius himself had feigned and given out a rumour of 
this murder, by’ that means to sound men’s minds and find 
how they stood affected unto him ; nor yet had those con- 
spirators destined the empire to any’ one. And the senators, 
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THE HISTORY OF TIBERIUS 
CLAUDIUS DRUSUS CAESAR 

1 . As touching Drusus, father to this Claudius Caesar, which 
Dnisus was in times past forenamed Dccimus and afterwards 
Nero, dame Livia, wedded unto Augustus even when she was 
great witli child, brought him into the world within three 
months after the said marriage, and folk suspected that 
begotten he was in adultery by his (supposed) step-father 
himself’. Certes, presently [Cal. 22] after his birtli, this 
verse went rife in ever}’ man’s mouth, roif eervxowrt /cat 
'rpl/.ujia iratSta, 

On persons groat this fortune dotli attend. 

That children they may have at tlirce monUis’ end. 

This Drusus, in the honourable place of quaestor and prae- 
torship, being lord-general of the Rhaetian and so fortli 
of the German war, was tlie first Roman captain that sailed 
in the northern Ocean, and on the farther side of the Rhine 
cast those trenches of a straung and infinite work which 
yet at this day be called Drusinae=. Many a time he put 
the enem3' to sword, and when he had driven him as far as 
to the inmost deserts, gave not over chasing and pursuing 
until there appeared unto him the likeness of a barbarian 
woman’, more portly than a mortal wight, which in the 
Latin tongue forbade him to follow the train of victory 
anj' farther. For which acts achieved he enjoyed the honour 
of a petty triumph * and had the triumphal ornaments granted 
unto him. After his praetorship he entered immediately 
upon the consulate, and having enterprised a second expiedi- 
tion thither, fell sick and died in his summer camp, which 
thereupon took the name of Castra scclerata ’ His corpse 
by the principal citizens and burgesses of the free boroughs 
and colonies, by the decunes also and orders of the scribes’ 
(who met them in the way and received it at their hands) 
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was conveyed to Rome and buried in Mars’ Field. Howbeit 
the army reared in honour of him an honorary tomb’ (or 
stately hearse), about the which, every year afterwards upon a 
certain set day, the soldiers should run at tilt, keep jousting 
and tournament, the cities likewise and states of Gaul sacrifice 
and make public supplications to the gods. Moreover the 
senate, among many other honours, decreed for him a trium- 
phal arch of marble, with trophies thereto, in the street ® Appia, 
as also the surname of Germanicus to him and his posterity 
for ever. 

Furthermore he is thought to have carried a mind no 
less glorious than civil and popular®. For over and above 
the conquests gained of his enemies, he won also from them 
royal spoils’®, and oftentimes to the uttermost hazard of his 
life coursed and chased the general of the Germans all over the 
field ; neither dissembled he, but gave it out that one day he 
would restore unto the commonwealth their ancient state and 
liberty again. Whereupon, I suppose, some presume to write 
that Augustus had him in jealousy and suspicion, called him 
home out of his province, and because he lingered and delayed 
his return, made him away by poison. Which verily put down 
I have, because I would not seem to pretermit such a matter, 
rather than for that I think it either true or probable ; con- 
sidering that Augustus both loved him while he was alive so 
entirdy, as that he always ordained him fellow-heir with 
his sons (like as he openly professed upon a time in the senate- 
house), and also commended him after his death so highly, 
that in a solemn oration before the body of the people he 
prayed unto the gods to vouchsafe his own Caesars to be like 
unto him, and to grant himself one day such an end as they 
had given him. And not contented with this, that he had 
engraven upon his tomb an epitaph in verse which he himself 
composed, he wrote also the hjstory of his life in prose. By 
Antonia the younger he became father verily of many children, 
but three only he left behind him at his death, namely, Ger- 
manicus, Livilla, and Claudius. 

2. Tljis Claudius was bom at Lugdunum, in the year when 
Julius Antonius and Fabius Africanus were consuls, upon 
the kalends of August, that very day on which the altar 
was first dedicated there unto Augustus, and named he was 
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Tiberius Claudius Drusus ; and a wliile after, when his elder 
brother was, adopted into the family Julia, he assumed into 
his style the surname of Germanicus. Being left an infant 
by his father, all the time in manner of his childhood and 
youth, piteously handled he was %vith sundry diseases, and 
those tough and such as stuck long by him ; insomuch as, 
being dulled and enfeebled thereby both in mind and body, 
he was not thought in the very progress of riper age suffi- 
cient and capable of any public office or private charge; 
yea. and many a day after that he came to full years and 
had sued out his livery he was at the dispose of another, 
even under a pedagogue and governor, whom in a certain 
book himself complaineth of, terming him a barbarous fellow 
and no better sometime than a muleteer*, set over him of 
purpose to chastise and punish him most cruelly for every 
light cause and occasion whatsoever. By reason of this his 
sickness, both at the sword-play which he and his brother 
jointly exhibited in memorial of their father, he sat as president 
(not after the accustomed maimer) lapped in a cloak ; and 
also upon his commencement day [Cal. lo], when he was to 
put on his virile gown, about midnight, without any honour- 
able attendance and solemn train, brought he was in a litter 
into the Capitol ». 

8. Howbeit, from his very childhood, he employed no mean 
study in the liberal sciences, and oftentimes gave good proof 
even in public place of his proceedings in them all ; yet 
could he never for all that reach to any degree of dignity, 
or yield better hope of himself for the time to come. His 
mother Antonia was wont to call him Porienium hominis, 
a monster and fantastical show of a man, as if he had not 
been finished but only begun by Nature ; and if she reproved 
any one for his foolishness she would say he was more sottish 
than her son Claudius. His grandmother Augusta i thought 
always most basely of him, as who used neither to speak unto 
him but very seldom, nor to admonish him, unless it were in 
some sharp and short writing, or else by messengers going be- 
tween. His sister Livilla, when she heard that he should 
be one day emperor, openly and with a loud voice detested* 
and wished far from the people of Rome so hard and miser- 
able a fortune. 
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4. And no marvel ; for to the end that it might be more 
certainly known what opinion his great-tmcle Augustus^ 
had of him both ways®, I have set down certain articles 
and principal points gathered out of his own epistles. " I 
have,” quoth he, ” my good Livia, talked and conferred with 
Tiberius as you charged me, about this, namely, What is 
to be done to your nephew [Cal. 8] Tiberius, at the solemnity of 
the games in honour of Mars ® ? Now, we are both agreed that 
it must be determined and set down once for all what course 
we should take and follow with him ; for, if he be apnos 
and as I may so say 6 XokXij/)os what doubt need we to 
make but that he is to be trained and brought by the same 
opportunities of time and degrees® by which his brother 
was ? But if we perceive him ijXaTTokr^ai Kal /?sj8Xd<^0ttt sal 

els TTjV TOiJ crtiparos Kal els T7 )v ttJs dpTidri/ra ® ; 

we must not minister matter to men, rd TotaCra a-Ku^Ten’ Kal 
p.vKTr)pi^eiv elwOocri for to deride both him and us. 
For we shall ever find trouble and vexation enough, in case of 
every occasion of time presented unto us we should de- 
liberate, vpoi’TroKelpevov rjptv whether we think him 
able to manage honourable offices in the State or no. How- 
beit for the present (concerning such things whereof you 
ask my advice), I mislike it not that he have the charge 
of the priests’ dining-chamber during these games of Mars 
aforesaid, so that he will suffer himself to be admonished 
and schooled by Silvanus’ son, a man allied unto him, that he 
do nothing which may be noted” or derided. That he 
should behold the games in the circus from out of the pulvinar 
in no wise can I allow ; for, being exposed so to the sight of 
men in the very forefront of the theatre, he will be eyed and 
observed. Neither like we in any hand ” that he should go up 
the Alban mount or abide at Rome during the Latin holidays 
for if he be able to accompany and follow his brother to that 
mountain, why is he not as well made provost of the city the 
while®* ? Thus, my Livia, you have our opinions delivered, 
as who are fully resolved that once for all somewhat must be 
put down as touching the whole matter, lest we be evermore 
wavering between hope and fear. You may also, if it please 
you, impart unto oru (niece) Antonia thus much of this our 
letter.” 
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Again, in another epistle: "As for young Tiberius 
I for my part, while you are absent, ^vill daily invite him 
to supper, that he may not sup alone \vith his Sulpicius and 
Athenodorus. And I could wish wth all my heart that he 
would more soundlj' and less /itTfwpus i' make choice of some 
special one, whose gesture, habit, and gang he might, silly 
soul as he is, imitate ; 

Xfai’ €> Toicri fl-rorSa^iy rari». 

He comes far short (when he is matched) with men of deep 
understanding.*’ 


But look, when liis mind is not wandering out of the way, 
the generosity of his heart appeareth sufficiently.” Likewise 
in a third letter ; " Your nephew Tiberitis, my sweet Livia, 
if I do not wonder that, when he declaimed, that he could 
please and content me, I pray God I be dead. For how he 
that in his daily talk speaketh so do-a^tSs *• should be able, 
when he declaimeth, to deliver his mind and what he hath 
to say o-a<l,S,:o I cannot see.” Neither is there any doubt 
to be made but that after all this Augustus ordained and 
left him endowed \vith no honourable office, save only the 
sacerdotal dimity of augur ; nay, he nominated him not 
so much as his heir but in a third degree and descent, even 
among those that were weU-near strangers, and that in a 
sixth part only of his substance ; and by way of legacy be- 
queathed unto him not above 800,000 sesterces. 

5 . Tiberius his uncle conferred upon him, when he sued for 
onoura e digmties, the ornaments of consuls*. But when 
e mstantly demanded still not imaginary but true magis- 
mcies mdeed, he -wrote back unto him in his writing-tables 
that he had sent unto him forty pieces 
o go to spend at the feast Saturnalia, and to bestow 
m puppets and trifling gauds* at the same time. Then, 

real aside all hope of preferment and 

red dipnti^, he betook himself to rest and quietness of 
We lymg close onewhile within hortyards of pleasure and 
in a 'Without the city, and lurking otherwhiles 

hv hi H “ Campania. And 

ha<5P ^ rT y acquamtance and company-keeping -with most 
base and abject persons, besides the old infamous note* 
of sluggishness and foolishness he incurred an iU name for 
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drunkenness and dice-play ; notwithstanding that, all the 
while he thus led his life, he never wanted the public 
attendance and reverent regard of men seeking unto 
him. 

6. The order of gentlemen elected him twice for their 
patron in an embassy that was to be sent and delivered 
in their own behalf ; once when the consuls required to 
have the carriage of Augustus his corpse upon their own 
shoulders to Rome, a second time when they were to congratu- 
late with the same consuls for the suppressing of Sejanus. 
Moreover, they were wont in shows and in the theatre, when 
he came in place, to arise up and lay off their mantles^ in 
respective [Cal. 26] honour of him. The senate also ordained 
that to the ordinary number of the priests or guild-brethren 
called Augustales, who were by lot chosen, he should be 
admitted extraordinarily ; and soon after, that his house, 
which by misfortune of a skarfire [Aug. 25] he had lost, 
should at the city's charges be re-edified ; as also the privi- 
lege to deliver his mind and opinion in the senate among 
those who had been consuls. Which decree of theirs was 
reversed and annulled, whiles Tiberius* alleged by way of 
excuse his imbecility, and promised to repair the foresaid 
loss out of his own private purse and liberality. Yet when 
he lay upon his death-bed, he both named him among his 
heirs in a third range and in a third part of his estate, and also 
bequeathed him a legacy of 2,000,000 sesterces ; yea, recom- 
mended him besides by name unto the armies, to the senate 
likewise and people of Rome, in the rank of other his especial 
friends and kinsfolk. 

7 . At length under Gaius*^ his brother’s son, who at his 
first coming to the empire sought by all manner of enticing 
allurements to gain the good opinion of a bormtiful and 
gracious prince, he began first to bear ofiice of state, and 
continued consul together wth him for the space of two 
months ; and it fortuned at his first entrance into the Forum 
with his knitches of rods, that an eagle, soaring thereby, 
settled upon his right shoulder. He was pricked also and 
allotted unto a second consulship against the fourth year 
follo\ving. Divers times he sat as president of the solemn 
shows in Gains his tmm, what time the people cried Feliciter^, 
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partly to the emperor’s uncle, and in part to Germanicus his 
brother. 

8. Yet lived he nevertheless subject to the contumelious 
reproaches of the world ; for if at any time he came some- 
what with the latest and after the hour appointed to a supper, 
hardly and with much ado was there any room made for to 
receive him, and not before he had gone round about the 
tables where guests were set, for to find a place. Likewise, 
whensoever he took a nap and fell asleep after meat (which 
was an ordinary thing with him) the buffoons^ and jesters 
about him made good sport, pelting him wth olive- and 
date-stones ; othenvhUes also they would by way of merri- 
ment awaken him with the clap of a ferula or lash of some 
whip. They were wont likewise to glove his hands (as he lay 
snorting asleep) with his shoes *, that as he suddenly awaked he 
might rub his face and eyes therewith. 

9. Neither verily could he avoid divers dangerous troubles. 
First in his very consulship ; for, being behindhar.d and 
over-slack in taking order [Cal. 8) \vith the workmen for the 
makmg and erecting of Nero and Drusus’ statues, who were 

aesar s brethren, he had like to have been removed and 
put out of that honourable office : afterwards, as either any 
stranger or one of his own house' informed aught against 
he was continuaUy and sundrj^ manner of ways molested. 

conspiracy of Lepidus and Gaetulicus* came 
f. V sent among other ambassadors to congratu- 
a e mus the n^e of the city, he w’as in jeopardy of his 
^ Gains chafed and fumed with great indigna- 
bon that his uncle chiefly of all others was sent unto him, as 

rcTlll ^ have not stuck 

into fhl turned also headlong 
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tr-his entrance mto a new priesthood ; by occasion whereof 
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his estate being so mnch decayed, driven he was to those 
straits that, for his disability to keep credit and satisfy the 
debt due unto the chamber of the city®, by an edict of the 
city treasurers “ according to the law praediatoria he hung 
[it] up ® to be sold in vacuum 

10. Having passed the greatest part of his time in running 
through these and such-like troubles, at length, in the fiftieth 
year of his age, he attained to the empire, and that by a 
strange and wonderful hap. Being among others excluded 
by the conspirators that laid wait for Gaius’ life, what time 
they voided [Cal. 58] all the company about his person, under 
a colour as if he desired to be apart himself alone in some 
by-place, this Claudius had stept aside and retired into a 
lodging or parlour called Hermaeum ; and not long after, 
being affrighted at the rumour of that murder, slyly crept 
forth and conveyed himself up into a solar ^ next adjoining, 
and there hid himself between the hangings that hung before 
the door. Whiles he lurked close there, a common soldier, 
chancing to run to and fro that way, espied his feet, and by 
earnest inquiry and asking who he was happened to take 
knowledge of him ; who having drawn him forth of the place 
(whenas for fear he fell down humbly at his feet and took hold 
of his knees) saluted him by the name of emperor. From 
thence he brought him immediately to his other fellow- 
soldiers, who as yet stood wavering and wist not what to do 
but fare and fume^. By them was he bestowed in a litter 
and, for that his own servants were fled scattering here and 
there, they also by turns one after another supported the said 
litter upon their shoulders ; and so was he brought into the 
praetorian camp, all sad and amazed for fear, pitied also by the 
multitude that met him on the way, as if some innocent had 
been haled to execution. 

Being received within the trench and rampire [C. 35], 
lodged he was ail night among the soldiers' watch with less 
hope of his a good deal than confidence®. For the consuls, 
together with the senate and the cohorts of the city-soldiers, 
seized the Forum and the Capitol, with a purpose to claim and 
recover the common liberty ; and when himself was sent for by 
tribunes of the commons into the Curia, to sit in consultation 
and give his advice about those matters that were thought 

231 



TIBERroS CLAUDIUS DRUSUS CAESAR 

good to be propounded, he made answer that detained he was 
perforce and by constraint. But the next morrow, whenas 
the senate grew more cold and slack in following and exe- 
cuting their foresaid projects (by reason of their tedious 
trouble and discord who dissented in opinion), whiles the 
multitude also, standing round about, demanded by this 
time one ruler and him by name, he called the soldiers in 
armour* to an assembly and suffered them to take their 
oath of allegiance and swear to maintain his imperial dignity ; 
[and] therewith promised imto them i5oo[o] sesterces ® apiece, 
the first of all the Caesars that obliged unto him the soldiers’ 
fealty by a fee and reward. 

11. Having once established his empire, he thought nothing 
more dear and behoveful’ than to abolish the remembrance 
of those Uvo days, wherein there was some doubtful question 
about the change and alteration of the State. Of all deeds 
and words therefore which had passed during that time he 
made an act there should be a general pardon and perpetual 
oblivion ; which also he made good and performed accord- 
ingly. Only some few colonels and centurions, out of that 
crew which conspired against Gains, he put to the sword, as 
well for example sake, as for that he had certain intelligence 
they required to have him also murdered. Then presently 
turning and bending his mind to the duties of piety and 
kindness, he took up no form of oath, either with more devout 
religion or oftener, than by the name of Augustus. He gave 
order that for his grandmother Livia there should by decree 
be granted divine honoms, as also in the stately pomp [Cal. 15] 
of the circus solemnities a chariot drawn with elephants, like 
unto that of Augustus ; semblably [15], for the souls of his 
own parents departed, public dirges and funeral feasts, and 
more than so, particularly in the honour of his father circus- 
pluys and games every year upon his birthday ; and iii 
memorial of his mother, a coach to be led and drawn along 
through the circus, and the surname of Augusta, which 
by his grandmother was refused. In remembrance of his 
brother* (to celebrate whose memorial he omitted no occa- 
sion) ^ he exhibited a Greek comedy at the solemn games 
held in Naples, where by sentence of the umpires and judges 
he received a coronet therefor. He suffered not so much 
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as M. Antonius® to pass unhonoured, nor without a thankful 
mention and remembrance, protesting one time, and that by 
an edict, that so much the more earnest he was to have men 
celebrate the birthday of his father Drusus, because upon the 
same day his grandfather Antony also was bom. The marble 
arch, decreed verily in times past by the senate to be erected 
for Tiberius* near unto the theatre of Pompey, but forelet 
[Cal. 2i], he finished. And albeit he abrogated and repealed 
all the acts of Gaius, yet the day of his death, although it were 
the beginning of his empire, he forbade to be registered among 
feasts in the calendar. 

12. But in honouring himself he was sparie * and carried a 
civil [Cal. 52] modesty. The forename of emperor he forbare ; 
excessive honours he refused ; the espousals - of his own 
daughter, the birthday also of his nephew her son he passed 
over in silence, only celebrating it with some private cere- 
mony and religious complements [5] within [the] house. He 
restored no banished person but by the authority and war- 
rant of the senate. That he might bring with him into 
the Curia the captain of the guard and tribunes of the soldiers ; 
item, that those acts might be ratified and stand in force, 
which his procurators had set down in judging of causes, he 
obtained by entreaty. He made suit unto the consuls for a 
licence to hold fairs and markets for his own private manors 
and lands. In commissions and examinations of causes held 
by the magistrates, he would oftentimes be personally present 
and sit as one of the commissioners. To the same magistrates, 
when they exhibited any plays or games, himself also with the 
rest of the multitude would arise up and both with hand and 
voice® do them honour. When the tribunes of the com- 
mons repaired unto him before the front of his tribunal, 
he excused himself unto them for that, by reason of strait 
room, he could not give audience unto them otherwise than 
standing upon their feet. Therefore within a small time 
he purchased so much love and favour, as that, when news 
came to Rome that forelaid [C. 25] and slain he was in his 
journey to Ostia, the people in a great tumult and uproar 
fell to banning and cursing both the soldiers as traitors, 
and the senate also as parricides ; neither ceased they thus 
to force* against them, until first one messenger, and then 
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another, yea, and soon after many more were produced by 
tile magistrates to the public Rostra, who assured them 
tiiat he -was aJive and approached homeward. 

13. Yet continued he not for all this secured every way 
from the danger of secret practices and wait-Ia 3 dng ; but 
assailed he was as well by private persons as by whole factions 
and conspiracies, yea, and sore troubled in the end with civil 
wars. For there was a man, one of the commons, taken about 
midnight near unto his bed-chamber with a dagger. Found 
there were likewise twain of the gentlemen’s degree in the 
open street ivith a staff having a blade in it*, and a hunter's 
wood-knife waiting for him ; the one to assault his person 
when he was gone forth of the theatre, the other as he sacri- 
ficed at the temple of Mars. Now there had conspired to 
make an insurrection and to alter the State, Callus Asinius 
and Statilius Corvinus, the nephews of Pollio and Messalla* 
the orators, taking unto them for their complices many of 
his own freedmen and servants. As for civil war, kindled it 
was and begun b^' Furius Camillus Scribonianus, h'eutenant- 
general of Dalmatia, but ivithin five days quenched clean and 
suppressed ; by reason that the legions which had changed 
their oath of allegiance in remorse of conscience and touch of 
religion repented, after that, upon signification given of a 
journey to their new general, neither the eagles could be dight 
and trimmed, nor the military ensigns plucked up and re- 
moved 

14. To his first consulship he bore four more, of which the 
two former jointly and immediately one after another ; the 
rest ensuing, with some time between, to wit, each one in 
the fourth year ; and as for the third, he had no precedent 
for it in any other prince, as being substituted in the yoid 
place of a consul deceased. A precise justicer he was, minis- 
tering justice, both when he was consul and also being out 
of that office, most painfully, even upon the solemn days 
instituted for him and his, yea, and otherwhiles upon the 
ancient festival days and such as were religious.^ He foUowe 
not always the prescript rule of laws, moderating either e 
rigour or the lenity of penalties by equity and reason, accord- 
ing as he stood affected to a cause ; for both unto those he 
restored their actions and gave leave to commence t em 
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anew, who in the court before private judges ^ had once lost 
their suits, by claiming more than was due, and also such as 
were convict of soihe greater deceit and cozenage, he con- 
demned to be cast unto wild beasts, exceeding therein the 
ordinary punishment by law appointed. 

15. Moreover, in the examination, trial, and deciding of 
controversies he was wondrous variable *, onewhile circum- 
spect, wary, and of great insight, otherwhiles as rash and 
inconsiderate, now and then also foolish, vain, and like to 
one without all reason. When he reviewed upon a time 
the decuries of judges, and put whom he thought good from 
their jurisdiction, one of them, who had answered to his 
name and concealed the immimity and privilege that he 
had by the benefit of children, he discharged quite, as a man 
desirous to be a judge Another of them, being molested 
and called into question by his adversaries before him, as 
touching a matter between him and them, and pleading 
withal for himself that it was a case to be tried not extra- 
ordinarily by Caesar but by the common course of law and in 
an ordinary court of deputed judges, he compelled immedi- 
ately to handle and decide his own cause before him ; as who in 
his proper business ^ should give proof how indifferent a judge 
he woiild be hereafter in the matter of another. 

There was a woman that would not acknowledge her own 
son. Now when by evidences and arguments alleged pro et 
contra on both sides, the question rested in equal balance doubt- 
ful, he awarded that she should be wedded to the young man *, 
and so forced her to confess the truth and to take him for her 
child. Most ready he was to give judgement on their side, 
who made appearance in court when their adversaries were 
absent, without any respect and consideration whether a 
man slacked and stayed by his own default or upon some 
necessity. One cried out upon a forger of writings, and 
required that both his hsinds might be cut off. He made 
no more ado, but forthwith called instantly to have the 
hangman sent for, with his chopping-knife and butcher’s 
block, to do the deed. There happened one to be called 
judicially to the bar, for that, being a foreigner, he bare 
himself as a Roman citizen ; and when the advocates of 
both sides grew to some little variance about this circum- 
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stance, namely, whether the party defendant ought to make 
his answer and plead his own cause in a gowTi* or a cloak®, 
he then, as if he would make exceeding show of pure and 
imcorrupt equity, commanded him to shift and change his 
habit often in the place, according as he was either accused or 
defended. Moreover, sitting in judgement to dedde a certain 
controversy, when he had heard what could be said, he pro- 
nounced sentence out of a written table, as it is verily thought, 
to this effect, that he judged on their side who had alleged the 
truth. 

For which pranks he became base and contemptible, inso- 
much as everywhere and openly he was despised. One, to 
excuse a witness whom Caesar had called for out of a province, 
alleged in his behalf and said he could not possibly come 
in time and be present, dissembling the cause thereof a great 
while ; at length, after many long demands what the reason 
might be, " \\Tiy,” quoth he, " the man is dead at Puteoli*.” 
Another, when he gave him thanks for suffering a person 
accused to have the benefit of a trial and to be defended, 
added moreover these words, " And yet this is a usual and 
ordinary thing." Furthermore, I myself have heard -old 
folk say that these lawyers and barristers were wont to abuse 
his patience so much that, as he was going down from the 
tribunal’, they would not onlj' call upon him to come back 
again, but also take hold of his gown-lappet and skirt, yea, and 
otherwhile catch him fast by the foot, and so hold him still 
with them. And that no man need to marvel hereat, there was 
one of these Greek lawyers, who pleading before him happened 
in earnest altercation to let fall these w'ords, Ko* enu yipwv 
€2 KaX Thou art both old and a fool besides. And 

verily it is for certain known that a gentleman of Rome, 
accused before him for his obscene filthiness and unnatural 
abuse of women, although untruly' (as having an indictment 
framed against him by' hb enemies that were mighty), when 
he saw common strumpets cited and their depositions heard 
against him, flung hb WTiting-steel and the books which he 
had in his hand, with great upbraiding of him abo for hb 
oolishness and cruelty, even at his very face, so as he rippled ® 
and hurt therewith hb cheek not a little. 

16. He bore abo the censorship, an office that a long time 
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had been discontinued after Paulus and Plancus the censors, 
but even this very place he held with an uneven hand and 
as variable a mind as the event and success ensuing. In 
the review taken of Roman gentlemen he dismissed without 
shame and disgrace a young man charged wth many infamous 
villainies, howbeit one whom his own father testified upon his 
knowledge and trial to be right honest, sa3dng withal that he 
had a censor of his own. To another youth, who was in a very 
bad name for spoiling of maidens and adulteries committed 
wth wves, he did no more but give warning, either more 
sparily [la] to spend himself in those young and tender years 
of his, or else more warily at leastwise to go to work, adding 
thus much beside, " For why know I,” quoth he, " what wench 
thou keepest ? ” And when upon the entreaty of his familiar 
friends he had taken off the infamous note [5] which was set 
upon the name of one, " Weh,” quoth he, “ let the blot yet 
remain stiU to be seen'.” An honourable man and a prin- 
cipal personage of the province of Greece, howbeit ignorant 
in the Latin tongue, he not only [e]rased out of the rank 
and roll of judges, but also deprived of his freedom in Rome 
and made him a mere alien. Neither suffered he any man to 
render an account of his life otherwise than with his own 
mouth, as well as every one was able, and \vithout a patron to 
speak for him. He noted® many with disgrace, and some of 
them ■without their knowledge as mistrusting no such thing, 
yea, and for a matter that had no precedent, namely, because 
without his pri'vity and a passport obtained they went forth 
of Italy • one also among the rest, for that in the province he 
accompanied a king in his train, alleging for example that in 
his ancestors' days Rabirius Postumus®, for foUo'wing king 
Ptolemy into Alexandria to save and recover the money 
which he had lent him, was accused before the judges of 
treason to the State. 

Ha'ving assayed to put many more to rebuke with great 
imputation of the inquisitors’ negligence, but ■with greater 
shame of his o’wn, look, whomsoever he charged ■with single 
life, ■with childless estate, or poverty*, those lightly® he 
found guiltless as who were able to prove themselves husbands, 
fathers, and wealthy. Certes, one there was who, being 
accused to have laid violent hands upon himself and wounded 
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his own body \vith a sword, stripped himself naked and 
showed the same whole and sound, without any harm in the 
world. Many other acts he did of special note whiles he was 
censor, as namely these: he commanded a silver chariot 
sumptuously wrought and set out to sale in the street Sigil- 
laria, for to be bought and broken all to pieces openly ; item, 
in one day he published twenty edicts or proclamations, and 
two among the rest, in the one whereof he gave the people 
warning that, when their vineyards bare grapes plentifully, 
they should pitch “ their vessels very well within, in the other, 
he did them to understand that there was nothing so good 
against the stinging of a viper as the juice of the yew-tree. 

17. One expedition and no more he undertook, and that 
was very small. \\Tien the senate had by decree allowed him 
triumphal ornaments, he, supposing that a bare title of 
honour was inferior to the majesty of a prince and emperor, 
willing also to enterprise some exploit whereby he might win 
the due glory of a complete triumph, made choice before all 
other provinces of Britain ; attempted by none since Julius 
Caesar of famous memory and at that time in a tumultuous 
uproar, for that certain revolts and rebels fled from thence 
were not rendered*. As he sailed from Ostia thitherward, 
rivice had he like to have been cast away and drowned, by 
reason of the strong blustering southern ® wind Circius, near 
rmto Liguria, heird by the Stoechades® islands. Having 
therefore travelled by land from Massilia as far as to cape 
Gesoriacum®, he crossed the seas from thence into Britain ; and 
in a very few days*, without battle or bloodshed, part of the 
island yielded to his devotion So in the sixth month after 
his first setting forth he returned to Rome, and triiunphed 
vrith most sumptuous pomp therefor prepared. To the 
sight of which solemnity he suSered not only the presidents 
and governors of provinces to have recourse® into the city, 
but also certain banished persons. And among the enemy’s 
spoils he set up a naval coronet and fastened it to the finial 
of his house [on the] Palatine, hard by another civic gar- 
land, m token and memorial of the Ocean by him sailed 
over md subdued. After his triumphant chariot rode 
Messalina his wife in a coach, then followed those gallants 
also, who in the same war had attained to triumphal oma- 

238 



TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS DRUSUS CAESAR 

ments ; the rest went on foot and in their rich robes guarded 
wth purple, only Crassus Frugi mounted upon a brave courser 
trimly trapped and arrayed himself in a triumphant mantle 
of estate", for that now twice he had achieved that honour. 

18 . He was at all times most careful and provident for the 
city^, especially that the market might be well-served with 
victuals. What time the Aemilian edifices (or tenements) 
were on fire and continued still burning, he remained two 
nights together in the place called diribitorium *, and when 
the multitude of -soldiers and household servants failed, 
he called together by means of the magistrates the commons 
of the city out of all the streets and parishes to come in and 
help, setting before [them] his chests fuU of money, exhorting 
them to do their best for the quenching of the fire, and ready 
for to pay presently [Cal. 22] every one a good reward accord- 
ing to the pains he took. Now when com and victuals were 
grown very scarce (such was the continual unseasonable 
weather that brought barrenness), he was upon a time in the 
middle of the market-place ® detained by the multitude and so 
assailed and pelted what with reviling taunts and what with 
pieces of broken bread, that hardly and wth much ado he 
was able to escape and no otherwise than by a postern gate 
unto the palace. WTiereupon he devised all the means he 
possibly could to bring into the city provision of com and 
victuals, even in the winter season. For he not only proposed 
certain set gains to all com-masters that would venture for 
grain, undertaking himself to bear all the loss that should 
happen unto any of them by tempest, but ordained also great 
fees and avails [Cal. 44] for those that would build ships for 
such traffic and merchandise, according to the condition and 
quality of each one ; 

19 . Namely, for every Roman citizen exemption from the 
law Papia Poppaea ; for enfranchised Latins tlie freedom of 
Roman citizens ; and for women, the privilege and benefit 
of those that had four children, which constitutions stand in 
force and be observed at this day. 

20. Many works he finished and those rather for greatness, 
huge, than for use, needful^. But the chief and principal 
were these ; the conduit of. water begun by Gaius ; item, a 
sduse* to let out and drain the lake P^ucinus, and the haven® 
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at Ostia: although he knew well enough that the one* of 
the twain Augustus had denied unto the Marsians 'who con- 
tinually entreated him al>oul it, and the other*, intended 
oftentimes in the design of Julius Caesar of sacred memory, 
was for the difficulty thereof laid aside. Tlic two cold and 
plenteous fountains of the water Claudia, of which the one 
bcarcth the name of Cacruleus, the other of Curtius or Albu- 
dignus. as also the new river of Anio ' he convcj’cd and brought 
to Rome all the way, within stonework, and then derived and 
divided the same into many and those right beautiful pools A 
He went in hand with the mere Fucinus in hope of gain as well 
as of glory', when some there were who would have bound 
themselves in covenant and promise to drain the said marsh 
at their own private charges, in ease the grounds being once 
made dry' might be granted unto them in freehold. Now 
for the length of three miles, partly by digging tlirough the 
hill, and partly’ by hewing out the rock before him, he finished 
the channel at last with much ado and after eleven years’ 
labour, albeit thirty’ thousand men were at work continually 
about it and never rested between. The pier at Ostia before- 
said he made by dra\snng an arm of the sea about on the left 
and right hand both, and withal at the mouth and entrance 
thereof, where now the ground lay deep, raising a huge dam 
or pile against it. For the surer foundation of which pile he 
drowed beforehand that ship ', wherein the great obelisk had 
been transported out of Egypt ; and when he had supported it 
with buttresses of many stones, he planted aloft upon the same 
an e.xceeding high watch-tower to the pattern of that pharos 
at Alexandria, to the end that by the fires burning there in 
the night season vessels at sea might direct their course. 

21. He dealt often among the people great doles and con- 
giaries. Many shows and games likewise he exhibited, and 
those magnificent ; not such only as were usual and in accus- 
tomed places, but those that were both newly devised and 
also brought into use again, whereas they’ had of ancient time 
been discontinued, yea, and where no man else before him 
had ever set forth any. The games for the dedication of 
Pompey s theatre, which being half -burnt he had re-edified*, 
he gave a signal to begin from out of his tribunal* erected in 
the orchestra, seeing that beforetime, ■when he had sacrificed 
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and done his devotions in . the houses above and came down 
from thence through the midst of the theatre and assembly, 
not one would once arise and give applause, but sat still and 
kept silence. He set out also the secular games and plays*, 
as if they had been exhibited by Augustus over.'soon, and not 
reserved unto their full and due time ; and yet himself in his 
own histories ^vriteth that, whereas the said solemnities had 
been intermitted, Augustus long after by a most exact calcula- 
tion of the years reduced them into order again. By occasion 
whereof the voice of the crier was then ridiculous and laughed 
at, when after the solemn manner he called the people to behold 
those games and plays, which no man had once seen already, 
or should ever see again ; whereas there survived yet many 
who had seen them before, yea, and some of the actors, who in 
times past had been produced, were then likewise brought 
forth upon the stage. Oftentimes also he represented the 
Circensian games in tlie Vatican and otherwhiles after every 
five courses* he brought in the baiting of wild beasts. But in 
the greatest circus of all *, which was beautified with bar-gates 
of marble-stone and goals’ aU gilded (whereas beforetime they 
had been made of soft sandstone and wood), he appointed 
proper and peculiar places for the senators, who had wont 
beforetime to behold the same sports here and there. Beside 
the races for the prize * of diariots drawn with four steeds he 
represented also the warlike Troy pastime and the baiting of 
leopards, which the troop of the praetorian horsemen slew, 
having for their leaders the tribunes and the captain himself. 
Moreover, he brought into the show-place Thessalian men of 
arms, whose manner is to chase about the circus wild bulls 
until they be tired, then to mount them and by the horns to 
force them down to the ground. 

As for shows of sword-fencers, he exhibited them in many 
places and after divers and sundry sorts. One, that was kept 
every year within the praetorian camp without any baiting 
and sumptuous provision of furniture, as for that *, which was 
ordinarily set out and formally with baiting and other prepara- 
tions in Mars’ Field, at the Septa ; in the same place likewise, 
another extraordinary one and of short continuance, which he 
began to call Sportula [Aug. 74], because he proclaimed at 
first when he exhibited it, that he invited the people thereto, 
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as it were to a sudden supj)cr and sliort pittance, sucli as men 
use to bid themselves unto. And in no kind of sport or gaming 
represented unto them was he more civil [Cal. 52], familiar, and 
better disposed to pass the time aw.ay, insomuch as putting 
forth his left hand, he together with the common sort would 
both by word of tnouth fell and with his fingers also number the 
pieces of gold as he tendered them unto the winners ; and many 
a time by way of e.\hortation and entreaty provoke the people 
to mirth, ever and anon calling them Sirs yea, and between- 
whiles intermingling bald and far-fetched jests. As for 
example, when the people called for one Palumbus “ to 
play his prizes, he promi.scd to let them have him, if he were 
once caught. This also was but a simple plain jest, although 
to good purpose and in season delivered ; when he had by 
a special indulgence granted unto a champion, who fought 
out of a BritLsh chariot (for whom his four children made 
earnest suit and entreaty), that he should be freed from that 
profession of sword-fight”, and that with the great favour 
and liking of all men, he sent presently an admonition in 
WTitmg, wherein ho advertised the people how much they 
should endeavour to get children, seeing, as they did, in what ‘ 

goo stead they served, and how they procured grace even 
unto a sword-fencer. 


He represented also in Mars’ Field a warlike show of the 
winnmg and sacking of a town, likewise the yielding of the 
princes of Bntain, where he sat himself as president in his rich 
coat-amour. When he was about to let out the water of the 
mere Fuemus, he exhibited in it a naval fight before ; and as 
they who were to fight this battle cried out unto him. " Avc 
moniuri te salutant ! All hail, O Emperor, they 
e thee and wish thy life who are ready to die," he again 
made answer. Avcic» vos." After which word given. ^ if 
this skirmish, there was not one of 
-fi, ®*^ting a good while in doubt and 

iKpense with himself, whether he should destroy them all 

ani sword, at length leapt forth of his throne, 

?not f 1 the said lake 

S T a under him), partly 

hem ^ ^1 exhortation, construed 

them to skirmish. At this brave show, the SicUian and 
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Rliodian fleets encountered, cither of them consisting of 
twelve galleys ruled with three ranks of oars apiece. To 
give the signal of battle, there was a triton of silver arising 
out of the midst of the lake by a fabric artificially devised 
to sound the trumpet and set them together. 

22. Certain points about religious ceremonies, touching the 
state likewise of civil and military affairs, as also concern- 
ing all degrees of persons both at home and abroad, he either 
reformed, or after long disuse forgotten brought into practice 
again, or else instituted and ordained new. In the election 
and admission of priests throughout their several colleges he 
nominated not one but he took his oath first. He observed 
also precisely that, so often as there was an earthquake in the 
city, the praetor for the time being should call a public 
assembly of tlie people and proclaim certain holidays ; scm- 
blably [Cal. 15 ], that upon the prodigious sight of an unlucky 
fowl ^ in the Capitol there should be held a solemn procession 
and supplication, wherein himself personally in the right of 
high priest, after warning given unto the people from the 
Rostra, did read and pronounce a form of prayers and they say 
after him. But from this congregation he sequestered and 
removed the base multitude of mechanical labourers and 
slaves. 

23. The handling of causes and judicial pleading in courts, 
divided beforetime into certain months for wnter and summer, 
he conjoined all together. The jurisdiction as touching feoff- 
ments upon trust, which was wont year by year and only 
within the city to be committed unto the magistrates, he 
ordained to hold by patent for ever, and betook the charge 
thereof unto the rulers and governors also of state in every 
province. That branch annexed to the law Papia Poppaea * », 
which implieth thus much, that men threescore years of age 
are disabled for generation, he altered by an edicts. He 
ordained that unto pupils ® the consuls should extraordinarily 
appoint tutors and guardians ; that they also who by the head- 
magistrates were forbidden to make abode within any pro- 
vinces should be debarred likewise from the city of Rome and 
Italy. Himself confined some after a strange fashion and 
without any precedent, inhibiting them to depart above 
three miles from the city. When he was to treat of any 
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great affair in the Curia, his manner was to sit in the tribune’s 
pew^ just in the midst between the consuls’ chairs. As for 
passports^ which the consuls were wont to be sued unto for, 
he would have the citizens to be beholden unto himself only 
therefor and to crave the same at his hands. 

24. The badges and ornaments belonging unto the consuls 
he granted unto the ducenary procurators and seneschals 
of provinces*. From as many as refused the honourable 
dignity of senators he took away also the worship of the 
gentlemen’s degree. The right to wear the laticlave ’ (although 
he promised at first not to choose any one senator who could 
not reckon four lineal descents from a citizen of Rome) he 
allowed also to a libertine’s [C. 2] son, but with this condition, 
if he were adopted before by a gentleman of Rome. And 
fearing for all that lest he should be blamed, he proved and 
showed that even Appius Caecus, the chief ancestor and 
auctor“ of his own race, being censor elected and admitted 
into the senate the sons of libertines ; ignorant as he was 
that in the days of the said Appius and in the times long after 
ensuing those were called libertines, not only who themselves 
were manumitted and enfranchised, but such also as were 
freeborn of their progeny. The college of quaestors, instead 
of paving the streets and highways, he enjoined to exhibit 
a game or show of sword-fencers ; and in the lieu of the 
provinces Ostia and Gaul*, which he took from them, he 
restored the charge of the public treasure in the temple of 
Saturn, which office, in the mean space between ®, the praetors 
for the time being or those verily who had been praetors 
before had borne. Unto Silanus, espoused and betrothed 
unto his daughter, before he was undergrorvn ° and fourteen 
years of age he granted triumphal ornaments ; but of elder 
persons to so many, as there is an epistle extant written 
in the common name of the legions, wherein they make 
petition that unto the consuls-lieutenants there might be 
grated together vdth the conduct of the army the said 
triumphal honours, to the end that they should not pick 
quarrels and seek occasions of war, they cared not how nor 
what way. ^ Moreover to A. Plautius he gave by a decree 
the petty triumph ovatio [Aug. 22], and as he entered so into 
the city himself met him upon the way, and both when he 
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went into the Capitol and returned also from thence again, 
gave him the better hand’. Unto Gabinius Secundus, 
who had vanquished the Cauchi, a nation in Germany, he 
permitted and gave leave to assume the surname Cauchius in 
his style. 

25 . The horsemen’s service and their places he ordered so 
by degrees, as that after the charge of a cohort he granted 
the leading of a wing, and after the command thereof the 
tribuneship or regiment of a legion. He ordained their 
stipends also, and a kind of imaginary warfare ^ called supra 
numeriim, which they that were absent might execute, and 
in name or title only. By virtue of a decree that passed even 
from the nobles themselves he prohibited all soldiers professed 
to enter into any senators' houses for to do their duty and 
salute them. Those libertines who bore themselves for 
Roman gentlemen he caused to forfeit their goods and 
bodies to the State. Such of them as were unthanlcful and 
of whom their patrons complained he deprived of freedom 
and made them bound again ; yea, and denied unto their 
advocates for to hear any plea and to sit in judgement against 
their own freedmen. When some masters there were that 
put forth their sick and diseased slaves into the isle of Aescula- 
pius for to avoid the tedious trouble of their cures at home, 
he made an act and ordained that all such slaves should be 
free and not return again into the hands of their masters, in 
case they ever recovered ; and if any master chose to kill 
them outright rather than thus to put them forth, they should 
be guilty of murder. He gave warning by an edict that no 
wayfaring men should travel through any town in Italy but 
either on foot, or borne in a chair, or else carried in a litter ®. 
In Puteoli and in Ostia he placed several cohorts to put by all 
mischances of skarfires [Aug. 25]. 

He forbade all persons by condition aliens and foreigners 
to take upon them Roman names, those I mean only that 
distinguished houses and families. As many of them as 
usurped the freedom of Rome he beheaded in the Esquiline 
field®. The two provinces Achaia and Macedonia, which 
Tiberius the emperor had appropriated to himself he 5nelded 
up again into the hands and dispose of the senate. The 
Lycians he deprived of their freedom, by occasion of the mortal 
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discord and variance among them. To the Rhodians, who 
repented for their old trespasses, he restored their liberty 
which they had lost. He forgave all tributes to the people 
of Ilium for ever, as to the first founders and stock-fathers of 
the Roman nation ; and to that purpose he read an old letter 
in Greek written unto king Seleucus by the senate and people 
of Rome, wherein they promised to entertain amity and league 
with him upon this condition that he would grant unto the 
people of Ilium, their natural kinsfolk, immunity from all 
ta.\es and tributes. The Jews * who by the instigation of one 
Chrestus were evermore tumultuous, he banished Rome. 
The ambas.sadors of the Germans he permitted to sit in the 
orchestra >= with the senators, being moved so to do at their 
simplicity and confident boldness ; for that, being brought 
into the popuJaria <> and perceiving Parthians and Armenians 
sitting among the senators, they of their own accord had 
removed and passed to tliat quarter, giving out these words 
wthal, that their valour and condition of estate was nothing 
inferior to the others. 


The religion of the Druids among the Gauls, practising 
horrible and detestable cruelty and which under Augustus 
Roman citizens only were forbidden to profess and use, he 
quite put down and abolished. Contrariwise, the sacred 
rites and holy ceremonies called Eleusinia he attempted to 
transfer out of Attica to Rome. The temple likewise of Venus 
lycina' in Sicily, which in continuance of time was decayed 
and fallen down, he caused to be repaired and built again 
at the common charges of the people of Rome ; he made 
covenants and league with foreign kings, by the complements 
L • 59] of killing a sow in the Forum and using withal the 
^ntence or preface that the heralds ' in old time pronounced, 
u ^ ot these affairs and others besides, the whole empire 
o m a manner or a great part thereof he managed not so 
muc ter his owm mind, as by the direction and ■wiU of his 
mves an reedmen, being verily affected and framed for the 
^ either -with their profit or good pleasure. 

■A e was a very youth, he had espoused two 

mai ens, narnely, .Aemilia Lepida, niece ^ to Augustus once re- 
moved hkewase Livia MedulUna. sumamed also Camilla, a lady 
descended from the ancient house of CamiUus the dictator. 
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The former of these twain, because her parents had offended 
Augustus, he cast off remaining as yet a virgin ; the latter he 
lost by occasion of sickness upon that very day which was 
appointed for the marriage. After this, he wedded these 
wives ; to wt, Plautia Herculanilla ®, whose father had 
triumphed, and not long after, Aelia Paetina, whose father 
had been consul. Both these he divorced, Paetina upon 
light offences and small displeasures ; marry, Herculanilla he 
put away for her filthy lust and whorish life, as also for 
suspicion of a murder. After these he took to wife Valeria 
Messalina, the daughter of Barbatus Messala his cousin 
german ; whom when he found once, over and beside the rest 
of her abominable vices and dishonesties, to have been wedded 
to Gaius Silius®, and that with a dowry assured unto her 
and signed among the [diviners]*, he put to death. And 
in a speech that he made openly before his praetorian soldiers 
[he] avowed that, because his marriages proved so bad, he 
resolved to remain unmarried and live a single life, and if 
he did not continue so for ever, he would not refuse to be 
stabbed by their very hands. Neither could he endure but 
forthwith® treat upon conditions of marriage even with 
Paetina, whom long before he had put away, yea, and \vith 
Lollia Paulina, wife sometime to Gaius Caesar. But through 
the enticing allurements of Agrippina®, the daughter of Ger- 
manicus his own brother, what by the means of kissing cour- 
tesies, what by the opportunities of other dalliances, being 
drawn into love and fancy with her, at the ne.\t session of the 
senate he suborned certain of purpose to opine and give advice 
to compel him for to make her his ^vife, as being a matter of 
right great consequence, and which most of all concerned the 
State ; that other men also might be dispensed with ^ and 
licensed to contract the like marriages ® which imtil that time 
were reputed incestuous. And so himself stayed hardly one 
day between before he dispatched the wedding ; but none 
were found that followed the precedent, except one libertine 
and another who had been a principal centurion in the foremost 
cohort, at whose marriage even himself in person together 
wth Agrippina was present to do him credit and honour. 

27. Children he begat of three wives. By Herculanilla he 
had Drusus and Claudia ; by Paetina he was father of Antonia ; 
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and Messalina bare unto him Octavia and a son, whom first 
he named Germanicus and after\vards Britannicus. As for 
Drusus, he lost him at Pompeii before he was fourteen years 
of age by occasion that he was choked with a pear, which in 
play and pastime, being tossed aloft into the air, fell just 
into his mouth as he gaped wide for it ; unto whom also but 
few days before he had affianced in marriage the daughter of 
Sejanus, which maketh me more to marvel that some have 
written he was treacherously killed by Sejanus. His (sup- 
posed) daughter Claudia, who indeed was conceived by his 
freedman Boter, although she was bom before the fifth 
month after the divorce and began to be nursed and reared, 
yet he commanded to be laid at her mother’s door and stark- 
naked to be cast forth. Antonia his daughter he gave in 
marriage to Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus, afterwards to Faustus 
Sulla, two right noble young gentlemen ; and Octavia he 
bestowed upon Nero‘, his wife’s son, notwithstanding she 
had been promised and betrothed before unto Silanus. His 
son Britannicus, whom Messalina bare unto him the twentieth 
day after he came to the empire and in his second consulship, 
being yet a very babe he recommended continually both to 
the soldiers in open assembly, dandling him in his own hands, 
and also to the common people at the solemnities of games and 
plays, holding him either in his bosom or just before him, whiles 
the multitude with great acclamations, all good words,- and 
fortimate osses [Aug. 57] seconded him. Of his sons-in-law 
who matched with his daughters he adopted Nero ; Pompeius 
and Silanus he not only cast off and rejected but murdered 
also. 

28. Of all his freedmen he esteemed especially Posides the 
eunuch, unto whom also in his triumph over Britain, among 
martial men and valiant soldiers, he gave a spear without an 
iron headC And no less account made he of Felix =, whom 
first he ordained captain over the cohorts and comets of horse- 
men, yea, and ruler of the province of Judaea, the husband of 
three queens ; as also of Harpocras, tmto whom he granted a 
privilege to be carried in a litter through the city of Rome 
and to set out games and plays in public •> ; and besides these 
he affected with much respect Polybius, the guide and director 
to him in his studies, who oftentimes would walk cheek by 
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jowl between the two consuls. But above all these he held in 
greatest esteem Narcissus, his secretary or inditer of epistles, 
and Pallas, the keeper of his books of accounts ; whom by 
virtue of a decree also which went from the senate he suffered 
willingly to be not only rewarded wth rich fees, but also to be 
adorned with the honours of quaestor and praetor, likewise 
to get, to pill and poU® hy hook and crook so much as that, 
when himself complained upon a time how little treasure he 
had in his coffers, one made answer unto him not absurdly ^ 
that he might have store enough and plenty, in case his two 
freedmen ® would admit him to share with them. 

29 . To these freedmen and to his •wives, as I said before, 
being wholly addicted and enthralled, he bare himself not 
as an absolute prince, but as their minister and servitor 
According as it was behoveful [ii] and commodious to any of 
these, or stood •with their affection and pleasure, he granted 
honourable dignities, conferred the conducts of armies, and 
awarded impunities and punishments ; yea, and for the most 
part, I assure you, when himself was altogether ignorant 
and wst not what he did. And not to reckon up particu- 
larly every small thing, to wt, his liberalities and gifts revoked, 
his judgements reversed, his patents and \vritings concerning 
the grants of offices either foisted in or plainly altered or 
changed by them, he slew his brother Appius Silanus ' ; the 
two Julias, the one daughter of Drusus®, and the other of 
Germanicus®, upon bare imputation of a crime without any 
ground, not allowing them so much as lawful trial and liberty 
to plead in their o\vn defence ; likewise Gnaeus Pompeius, 
husband to his elder daughter, and Lucius Silanus espoused 
to the other (and all through their suggestions and informa- 
tions) *. Of which, Pompeius was stabbed even as he lay in 
bed with a beloved youth and catamite of his ; Silanus was 
forced to resign up his praetorship four days before the kalends 
of January and to lose his life ® in the beginning of the year on 
the very wedding day of Claudius and Agrippina. 

To the execution of thirty-five senators and more than 
300 Roman gentlemen so easily was he induced as that, 
when the centurion brought word back as touching the death 
of one who had been consul, saying that the deed was done 
which he had commanded, he flatly denied that he gave any 
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sucli warrant. Nevertheless the thing he allowed, while his 
freedmen aforesaid standing by avouched that the soldiers 
had done their devoir, in that they ran willingly of their owti 
heads to revenge their emperor. For* it would be thought 
incredible if I should relate, how even for the verj' marriage 
of Mcssalina uith the adulterer Silius his own self sealed 
the writings for assurance of the dovvay, being persuaded 
and brought thereunto as though the said wedding was but 
colourably of purpose pretended to avert forsooth and trans- 
late the danger, that by certain prodigies were portended to 
hang over his own head. 

30. Right personable he was and carried a presence not 
without authoritj' and majesty, whether he stood or sat, 
but especially when he was laid and took his repose ; for 
of stature he was tall and nathle.ss his body not lank and 
slender. His countenance livelj’, his grey hairs beautiful, 
which became him well, with a good fat and round neck 
under them. Howbeit, both as he went his hams, being 
feeble, failed him, and also whiles he was doing aught, were 
it remissly or in earnest, many things disgraced him ; to 
wit, indecent laughter and unseemly anger, by reason that 
he would froth and slaver at the mouth and had evermore 
his nose dropping ; besides, his tongue stutted • and stam- 
mered, his head likewise at all times, but especially if he did 
anything, were it never so little, used to shake and tremble 
verv' much. 

31. Concerning his bodily health, as beforetime he used to 
be grievously sick, so being once emperor exceeding healthful 
he was and stood clear of all diseases save only the pain of 
the stomach*, in a fit whereof he said he thought to have 
killed himself. 


32. He made feasts, and those very great and ordinarily ' 
yea, and in most open and large places, such as for the mos 
part would receive six hundred guests at one sitting. Hi 
feasted also even upon the sluice of the lake Fucinus, wha 
time he had like to have been drowned, whenas the wate 
let out with a forcible violence refiowed back again. A 
ewry supper his manner was to have also his own children 
who together with other noblemen’s children, as well boy 
as girls, should after the old manner sit and feed at tlr 
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tables’ feet®. One of his guests, who was thought to have 
closely® stolen away a cup of gold- the day before, he re- 
invited against the morrow, and then he set before him a 
stone-pot < to drink in. It is reported moreover that he 
meant to set forth an edict, wherein he would give folk leave 
to break wind doNvnward and let it go even vdth a crack at 
the ver}' board®, having certain intelligence that there was 
one who for manners and modesty sake, by holding it in 
endangered his own life. 

33 . For appetite to meat and drink his stomach served 
him passing well always and in every place. Sitting upon 
a time judicially in Augustus’ hall of justice® to hear and 
determine causes, and scenting there the steam of a dinner, 
that was a-dressing and serving up for the priests Salii ® 
in the temple of Mars® next adjoining, he forsook the tribimal, 
went up to the said priests, and there sat down with them to 
meat. Lightly [Cal. 36] you should never have him go out 
of any dining-room but with his belly strutting* out, well 
whittled* also and drenched with wine: so as straitway, 
while he laid him down along upon his back and took a sleep 
gaping, there was a feather put ordinarily into his mouth wde 
open for to discharge his stomach. He took very short sleeps, 
for commonly before midnight he awaked ; yet so as other- 
whiles he would catch a nap in the daytime, as he sat to 
minister justice, and scarcely could be awakened by the 
advocates at the bar, who of purpose raised their voices and 
pleaded the louder. He was excessively given to the wanton 
love of women ; as for the preposterous abuse of male kind, he 
was altogether unacquainted therewith. He played at dice 
most earnestly (concerning the art and skill whereof he 
published also a little book), being wont to ply that game 
even whiles he was carried * up and dovm, having his carroch 
and dice-board so fitted as there might be no confusion nor 
shuffling at all in play. 

34 . That cruel he was and given to bloodshed naturally 
appeared in great and very small matters. As for tortures 
used in examinations and the punishments that parricides 
suffered [Aug. 33] ®, he e.\hibited and exacted the same to be 
done without delay and openly in his own presence. Being 
desirous upon a time to behold an execution performed 
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after the ancient manner* at Tibur, whenas (the malefactors 
standing bound already to a stake) there wanted the butcherly 
executioner to do the feat, he stayed there still in the place 
and waited until evening for one that was sent for out of 
Rome. At all sword-fights, whether they were set forth by 
himself or by others, he commanded as many of the champions 
as chanced only but to stumble and fall therewith to have 
their throats cut, especially the fencers called retiarii® ; and 
why ? because forsooth he would see their faces as they lay 
gasping and yielding up their breath. It fortuned that a 
couple of these fighting at sharpe [Cal. 27] wounded and killed 
one another ; thereupon he commanded little knives to be 
made of both their blades for his own proper use. He took 
such pleasure in those that fought \vith wild beasts ® *>, as also in 
the sword-fights ordinarily about noon*, that he would by 
break of day go down to the theatre for to behold the one, 
and at noon dismiss the people to their dinners, and sit it out 
himself to see the other ; yea, and besides those that were 
appointed to such combats, upon any slight and sudden 
occasion set some to fight for their lives, even out of the number 
of carpenters, servitors, and such-like employed about these 
games, if happily [Cal. 36] any of those artificial motions ® 
that go by vices, or a pageant in frame, or some such fabric 
proved not well. He fetched in also one of his oum nomen- 
clators ® even in his gown as he went to fight for his life ®. 

35 . But it passed * how timorous and diffident he was. At 
his first coming to the empire (however, as we said before, he 
bragged and stood upon his r-/il and familiar behaviour) he 
durst not for certain days go to any feast, dinner, or supper, 
without pensioners * standing about him with their spears and 
javelins and his soldiers waiting at the table ; neither visited 
he any sick person unless the bed-chamber where the party 
lay were first searched, the beds, bolsters, piUows, coverlets 
and other clothes were groped, felt, and thoroughly shaken 
beforehand. All the time after, he appointed evermore certain 
searchers for them all that came to salute him, sparing not one, 
and such searchers as were most cruel. For long it was first 
and that Avith much ado, ere he granted that women, young 
boys in their embroidered coats, and maidens should not be 
handled and felt in this manner, that any man’s attendants 
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likewise or clerks might not have their pen-sheaths and pen- 
knife-cases taken from them In a civil commotion, when 
Camillus (making no doubt but that without any war at all 
he might ’be terrified) willed him in a contumelious, menacing, 
and malapert letter to resign up the empire and to lead a quiet 
life in private estate, he called his nobles and chief personages 
about him to counsel and put to question, whether it were best 
to hearken unto him or no. 

36. At the headless ^ report and flying news of some treason 
that should be practised against him he was so affrighted 
that he went about to lay down his imperial dignity. By 
occasion that one (as I related before) was taken with a 
weapon upon him about his person as he sacrificed [13], in all 
haste he sent out the beadles ® and called the senate together ; 
before whom with tears and loud outcries he bewailed his 
own piteous case, as who nowhere could make account of 
any safety, and thereupon for a long time forbare to come 
abroad. His affectionate love also to Messalina, most fervent 
though it were, he renounced and cast clean from her, not so 
much for any indignity of the dishonourable wongs she offered 
unto him, as upon very fear of danger, as fully persuaded 
that she practised to bring the empire into Silius the adulterer’s 
hands. At which time in a great fright he fled in shameful 
manner to the camp, asking and inquiring all the way nothing 
else but whether the empire remained still safe to his behoof 
[Cl. II]. 

37. There arose no suspicion, there came forth no author ^ 
so light and vain, but gave him a bone to gnaw upon®, and 
put no small toys® in his head, whereby he was forced to 
beware and seek revenge. One of those that had a matter 
depending in court before him, taking him aside, when he 
came by way of salutation to do his duty, avowed unto 
him that he dreamed how he was killed by one. Then 
within a while after the same party (as if he had now taken 
knowledge who that one was that should murder him) pointed 
unto his own adversary, even as he tendered a supplication 
unto Claudius, and said “ This is he.” Whereupon imme- 
diately apprehended he was and haled to execution. After 
the semblable [Cal. 15] manner, by report, came Appius 
Silanus to his death. For when Messalina and Narcissus 
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had conspired to work his ovcrtlirow and final destruction, 
they complottcd thus, that Narcissus betimes in a morning 
before dajdiglit nished like a man amazed and astonied 


into the bed-chamber of his patron, relating unto him his 
dream, namely, that Appius had laid violent hands upon 
him ; and Messalina for her part, composing and framing 
herself as if she wondered greatly thereat, reported how she 
likewise had seen already the same vision for certain nights 
together. And not long after this word came (as it was before 
agreed between them) that Appius was coming to rush in 
among them, who indeed had been bidden the day before to be 
present at the same instant. Wiereuj)on, as if the said dream 
had now proved true and been plainly represented in effect, 
order was given for Aj)pius to be indicted, arraigned, and to 
suffer death. Neither doubted Claudius the morrow after 
to report the whole story' and the order thereof unto the 


senate, and withal to give thanks unto hi.s freedman * for 
being so vigilant and watchful in his very' sleep for his sake. 

, privy to himself • of passionate anger * and bcar- 

mg malice he e.scused them both in an edict, distinctly promis- 
ing that the one of them verily should be but short and harm- 
le^, the other not unjust nor causeless, H.aving sharply 
rebuked the men of Ostia, because they had not sent boats 

Tiber, 

and that in such odious terms as these, that he was now 
become br^e and abject in their eyes, all on a sudden he 
pardoned thern upon the submission and readiness to make 

w '■'Ty street 

sompwti 1 ^ coming unto him 

banLsheil ° season. Semblably [Cal. 15] he confined and 

thSr? Practorship, both of them without 

SZT guiltless : for that the oneS 

a advocate against him when he was 

should ^ himself not so modestly as he 

sho^d, ^d the senator in his aedileship had amerced and 

boafd''mP^I!. "P°n lands for selling 

do and w’ft T” expressly forbidding so to 

do, and witlid whipped his bailiff coming between^ For 

which cause also he took from the aediles their authority to 
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punish the disorder of those that kept taverns and victualling 
houses. But as touching his own foolishness, he concealed it 
not, but gave it out and protested in certain short orations 
that he counterfeited himself a fool for the nonce during 
Gains’ days, because otherwise he should not have escaped 
nor attained to that place® which he aimed at and was now 
entered upon. Howbeit he could not make the world believe 
so much, until ^ there was a book put forth within a short time 
after, entitled Mtoptov ’AvaoToo-is, The Resurrection {or Ex- 
altation) of Fools, the argument and matter whereof was, 
that no man feigneth foUy 

89. Among other things men wondered at him for his 
oblivion and tmadvisedness, or (that I may express the 
same in Greek) his fitruoplav nal dfiki\plav, his gross 
oversight or forgetfulness and inconsiderate blindness. When 
Messalina was (by his own command) killed, within a while 
after he was set in his dining-parlour he asked why his lady ^ 
came not. Many of those whom he had condemned to death, 
the very morrow immediately after he commanded to have 
warning both to sit in counsel with him and also to bear him 
company at dice-play ; yea, and by a messenger chid and 
checked them as drowsy and slothful for staying so long and 
making no better haste. Being minded to take Agrippina to 
wife against all law of God and man, he ceased not in all his 
speech to call her his daughter® and nursling, to give out also 
that she was bom and brought up in his bosom. Having a 
ptupose to admit Nero into the very name of his own house and 
family, as if he had not incurred blame enough already for 
adopting (him) his wife’s son, having a natural son ® of his own 
who was now of ripe- years, he eft-soons divulged that never 
any one had been by adoption inserted or incorporated into 
the family of the Claudii. 

40. He showed oftentimes so great negligence and careless- 
ness what he said or did, that he was thought not to know nor 
consider, either who made any speech, or among whom, or 
at what time, and in what place. When there was some 
question and debate about butchers and vintners, he cried 
out in the senate-house, “ I beseech you^, my masters, who 
is able to live without a little piece or morsel of flesh ? ” and 
withal described the abundance® of the old taverns®, from 
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whence himself also in times past was wont to be served witJi 
wine. As touching a certain quaestor, wlio v/as a candidate 
of his and by him recommended, among other reasons why 
he favoured him he alleged this, because his father had quickly 
and in due time given him, lying sick, cold water to drink. 
Having in the senate brought in a woman to depose : " This,” 
quoth he, " was my mother's freedwoman and she that kept 
her ornaments and used to deck and dress her, but she always 
took me for her patron. This have I,” quoth he, '' delivered 
of purpose, because there be some yet in mine house who 
think me not to be her patron.” Moreover, sitting upon the 
tribunal, when he was in a great chafe and the men of Ostia re- 
quested at his hands (I wot not what) in the name of their 
town, he cried out aloud that he knew noUiing wherefore he 
should oblige them unto him ; ” And if any man else,” quoth 
he, " I also am free and at mine own liberty.” As for these 
words of his which now I will relate, they were rife in his 
mouth daily, yea, every hour and minute thereof : " What ! 
dost thou take me for Theogonius * and Aoyiuiraro? < t> ? ” 
beside many such foolish terms, not beseeming private persons, 
much less a prince otherwise not uneloquent nor unlearned, 
nay, rather one eagerly given to lus book and a great student 
in the liberal sciences. 

41. In his youth he attempted to %vrite a history, exhorted 
thereto by Titus Livius*, and having the help besides of 
Sulpicius Flavus. And when he put the same first to the 
tnal and judgement of men in a frequent [Cal. 15 ] auditory, 
har^y and wth much ado he read it through, being often in the 
while coldly heard by an occasion that himself gave. For, 
when (as he began his reading) there was set up a laughter, 
by reason that many of the seats broke with the weight of 
a certam corpulent and fat swad*, he was not able to hold’, 
no, no ter Uie tumult appeased, but eft-soons ever and 
anon call to mind that aeddent and fall afresh to immeasur- 

^ \ empire likewise he both wrote 

much and ^so rehearsed the same continually by his reader*. 

e e^nmg of his foresaid history he took from the time 
presen y ensurng’ the murder of Caesar dictator, but he 
passe over to the later daysj and began again at the civil 
pacification ; perceiving thatvit was not left in his power 
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and liberty to write of the occurrents in those former times, 
as who was often checked both by his mother ® and also by his 
grandam’. Of the former argument [N. 12] he left behind 
him two volumes, of the latter forty-one. 

He compiled of his own life eight books, a report not so 
wisely and discreetly put down as otherwise elegantly penned ; 
item, an apology or defence of Cicero against the books of 
Asinius Gallus®, a piece of work full enough of learning. 
He devised moreover three new characters or letters® in the 
Latin alphabet®, and put them to the number of the old 
as most necessary. And having published, whiles he was 
yet a private person, concerning the reason of those letters 
one book, soon after being emperor he easily effected that 
the}' should be brought into use also indifferently with the 
rest. And verily such manner of writing with those characters 
is now extant to be seen in many books of records in journals 
and titles or inscriptions of works. 

42. With no less diligence studied he the Greek disciplines ^ 
professing, as any occasion was offered, his affectionate love 
to that tongue and the excellency thereof. When a cer- 
tain barbarian ® discoursed in Greek and Latin, " See, you be 
skilful,’’ quoth he, “ in both our languages ” ; and in recom- 
mending Achaia unto the lords of the senate, he said it was a 
province that he affected well and delighted in for the com- 
merce and society of studies common to him and them ; and 
many a time he answered their ambassadors in the senate with 
a long and continued oration in Greek. But upon the tribunal 
he used very much verses also out of Homer. Certes, whenso- 
ever he had taken revenge of enemy or traitor, he lightly 
gave unto the tribune over the sentinels and guard of his 
person, calling unto him after the usual manner for a watch- 
word, none other but this [Iliad, xxiv, 369] : 

"‘AvSp 6.vap.vraa8ai, firt tb irpOrepot 
Resist, revenge with main and might. 

When one provokes thee first to fight. 

To conclude, in the end he wrote Greek histories also, to 
wit, twenty books entitled Tyrrhenicon^, and eight entitled 
Carchedo 7 iiacon*. In regard of which histories, unto the 
ancient school at Alexandria he adjoined another bearing 
his own name ® ; and ordained it was, that every year in 
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the one of tliem his hooks Tyrrhenicon. and in the other his 
Carchedoniacon upon certain days appointed therefor should 
(as it were in a frequent auditory) * bo read whole through by 
several single readers in their turns. 

43. Toward the end of his life he showed certain signs, 
and tliose ewdent enough, that he repented both his marriage 
with Agrippina and the adoption also of Nero. For by 
occasion that his freedmen made mention and gave their 
commendation of a judicial proceeding of his, wherein he 
had condemned the day before a woman in the case of adultery, 
he avouched that the destinies likewise had so ordained 
that all his marriages’ should be unchaste, howbeit not un- 
punished ; and soon after, meeting his son Britannicus 
and embracing him harder and more closely than his maimer 
was, “ Grow apace,” quoth he, " and take accoimt of me for all 
that I have done,” using withal these Greek words, 6 tptus S’ 
<’jrnye7a<, love enforced me*. And when he had fully 
purposed to give him, being as then very' young and of tender 
years, his virile robe, seeing that his stature and growth 
would bear and permit it he uttered these words moreover, 
" to the end that the people of Rome may yet at last have a 
true and natural Caesar." 

44. And not long after this he VTote his will and signed it 
with the seals of all the head-magistrates. Whereupon, before 
that he could proceed any further, prevented he was and 
cut short by Agrippina, whom they also who rvere privy 
to her and of her counsel*, yet nevertheless informers, accused 
besides all this of many crimes. And verily it is agreed upon 
generally by all, that killed he was by poison, but where it 
should be, and who gave it, there is some difference “. Some 
write that as he sat at a feast in the Capitol castle with the 
priests, it was presented unto him by Halotus, the eimuch, his 
taster ; others report that it was at a meal in his own house by 
Agnppina herself, who had ofiered unto him a mushroom 
empoisoned, kno^ving that he was most greedy of such meats. 
Of those accidents also which ensued hereupon the report is 
variable. Some say that straight upon the receipt of the 
poison he became speechless, and continuing all night in 
dolorous torments died a little before day. Others affirm that 
at first he fell asleep, and aftenv^rds, as the meat flowed and 
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floated aloft, vomited all up, and so was followed again with a 
rank poison®. But whether the same were put into a mess 
of thick gruel (considering he was of necessity ® to be refreshed 
with food being emptied in his stomach), or conveyed up by a 
clyster, as if being overcharged with fulness and surfeit he 
might be eased also by this kind of egestion ^ and purgation, it 
is uncertain. 

45. His death was kept secret until all things were set in 
order about his successor. And therefore both vows were made 
for him as if he had lain sick still, and also comic actors were 
brought in place colourably to. solace and delight him, as 
having a longing desire after such sports. He deceased 
three days before the ides of October^, when Asinius Mar- 
cellus and Acilius Aviola were consuls, in the sixty-fourth year 
of his age and the fourteenth of his empire. His funeral was 
performed with a solemn pomp and procession of the magis- 
trates, and canonised he was a saint in heaven ; which honour, 
forelet [Cal. 21] and abolished by Nero, he recovered after- 
wards by the means of Vespasian. 

46. Especial tokens there were presaging and prognosti- 
cating his death : to wit, the rising of a hairy ^ star which they 
call a comet ; also the monument® of his father Drusus was 
blasted with lightning ; and for that in the same year most 
of the magistrates of all sorts were dead'^. But himself 
seemeth not either to have been ignorant that his end drew 
near or to have dissembled so much ; w'hich may be gathered 
by some good arguments and demonstrations. For both in 
the ordination of consuls he appointed none of them to 
continue longer than the month wherein he died, and also 
in the senate, the very last time that ever he sat there, after 
a long and earnest exhortation of his children to concord, 
he humbly recommended the age of them both to the lords 
of that honourable house ; and in his last judicial session 
upon the tribunal once or twice he pronounced openly that 
come he was now to the end of his mortality, notwithstand- 
ing they that heard him grieved to hear such an osse [Aug. 
57], and prayed the gods to avert the same. 
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THE HISTORY OF 
NERO CLAUDIUS CAESAR 


1. Out of the Domitian stock and name, there sprung two 
famous families, to wt, the Calvini and the Ahenobarbi. 
These Ahenobarbi have for the first author of their original and 
surname likeiivise Lucius Domitius, whom, as he returned in 
times past homeward out of the country, t^vo young men 
twins carrying with them a venerable presence and coun- 
tenance more than ordinary, encountered by report and com- 
manded to relate unto the senate and people of Rome news of 
that victory * whereof as yet they stood in doubt ; and for the 
better assurance of their divine majesty stroked his cheeks so 
that therewith they made the hair of black, red®, and like in 
colour to brass Which mark and badges continued also in 
his posterity, and most of them have such red ^ beards. More- 
over, having borne seven consulships, triumphed likewise, 
and been censors twice, and thereivith been chosen into the 
i^k of the patricians, they remtdned all in the same surname. 

either were they known by any other forenames than Gnaeus 
and Lucius, and the same in variety worth the noting and 
observation ; onewhUe continuing either of the said names in 
three persons together, otherwhUes changing alternatively' 
^ every descent. For we have heard say 
that the first, second, and third of these Ahenobarbi were fore- 
name ucii, and again the three next following them in order 
were naei All the rest no otherwise than by turns one after 
another had their forenames first Lucii and then Gnaei. That 
many persons of this house descended should be known I 
suppose It very pertinent and material ; whereby it may the 
better appear that Nero degenerated from the 4tues of his 
ancestors so as yet he carried away and resembled the vices of 
them as mfused into him and inbred by nature. 

2. o fetch, the beginning therefore of this our discourse 
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somewhat farther off, his great-grandfather's grandfather 
Gnaeus Domitius, being in his tribunate much offended at the 
pontiffs® for electing any other but himself into his father's 
place, transferred the right and power of subrogating priests 
in the room of those that were deceased from their colleges 
to the body of the people. But in his consulship having 
vanquished the Allobroges and the Arvemi, he rode through 
his province* mounted upon an elephant, whiles the whole 
multitude of his soldiers attended upon him in a train after 
the manner of a solemn triumph *. This Domitius it was, of 
whom Licinius Crassus the orator in a certain declamation 
said, It was no marvel he had a brazen beard, whose face was 
made of iron and heart of lead. His son, being praetor, was 
the man who, as Caesar® went out of his consulship (which he 
was thought to have borne against the auspicia * and the laws), 
convented’ him before the senate to be by tliem examined, 
tried, and censured. Aftenvards, when he was consul, he 
attempted to fetch him back, lord-general as he was of an 
army, from his forces in Gaul ; and being by the adverse 
faction® nominated his successor in that province, was in 
the beginning of the civil war taken prisoner before Cor- 
finium. From whence being dismissed and set at liberty, 
after- he had by his coming to the Massilians, straitly be- 
leaguered, much strengthened them, suddenly he forsook 
them, and in the end at the battle of Pharsalus lost his life ; 
a man not very constant and resolute, but withal of a fell 
and savage nature. Being driven to utter despair, he was so 
much afraid of death, which for fear he had desired, that 
after a draught of poison he repented the taking thereof 
and cast it up again ; yea, and enfranchised his physician, 
who wittingly and of purpose had so tempered it that it might 
do him no great harm. And what time as Gnaeus Pompeius 
put to question what should be done to those neuters that stood 
indifferent and stuck to no party, he alone opined that they 
were to be reckoned enemies and proceeded against accord- 
ingly. 

3. He left behind him a son, worthy without question 
to be preferred before all others of his name and lineage. 
This man, being among those that were privy to Caesar’s 
death and of that conspiracy, standing condemned (though 
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guiltless) by the law Pncdia*, when lie bad betaken himself 
to Cassius and Brutus his near kinsfolk, after tlic end of 
them both held still in his hand the licet committed before- 
time to his charge, 3 -ea, and augmented Uic same ; neither 
yielded he it up to Mark Anton}' before his own side was 
cveryavhere quite overthrown, which he then did of his 
own accord and so as that Antonj' took Inmself highly be- 
holden unto liim therefor. He only also of all those who 
by virtue of the like law stood condemned, being restored 
into his native coimtiy, went through the most lionourable 
offices of state ; soon after likewise, when civil dissension 
was kindled again and renewed, being in quality of lieu- 
tenant to the said Antonj', what time the sovereign empire 
was offered unto him bj’ those who were ashamed of Cleo- 
patra-, not daring to accept thereof nor yet to refuse it reso- 
lutel}’, b}' occasion of sudden sickness wlicrcanth he was 
surprised, [he] went and sided with Augustus, and within 
a few daj'S after departed this life. He himself was also noted 
with some infamy, for Antony gave it commonlj' forth tlmt 
for the love of one Servilia Nais, whom lie kept, he fled to 
Augustus’ side. 


4. From him came that Domitius, who soon after had the 
name abroad to have been the cliapman of Augustus’ goods 
and substance left bj' his will and testament >, a man no less 
renowned in his youtli for good skill in ruling of chariots and 
running with them a race, as afterwards for the triumphant 
ornaments achieved by the German war, but arrogant of 
spint, wasteful in expense, and therewith cruel. \Mien he 
was aedile he forced Lucius Plancus that had been censor* 
to give him the waj'. Bearing tlic honourable offices of 
praetor and consul, he produced upon the stage, to act a 
TOmic an wanton interlude, the gentlemen and dames of 
ome. He exhibited baiting of wUd beasts both in tlie 
circus and i^o m ever}' quarter of the city, yea. and a show 

’ Augustus was 

compelled of necessity to restrain him by an edict, since that 
no secret wammg nor admonition at his hands would prevail. 

imn^i S! of Nero, an 

For arm ungradous and detestable, 

mpanying Gaius Caesar* in his youth into the East 
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parts, >vhcrc he kttlc<i » freedman of his own bc-causc he 
refused to quaff as much as tie \v,->s cmnnianded, tx-ing dis- 
charged tlicreforc out of ttie cohort of tiis friends tic led his 
life never a wliii more inod«tly ; hut liotfi within a village 
standing upon the Appian Way. suddenly put his horses to 
gallop and not imwittingly rode over a little child and tro<l 
him to death, and also at Rome, in the midst of llic Fonim, 
plucked a Roman gentleman’s eye out of his head, for chiding 
him somewhat over-boldly. So false and perfidious besides 
[lie w-as], that he defrauded not only the Iwiikers and money- 
changers of the prices of such commcKlitiw ns they had bought 
up*, but also when he was pnictor put the runnem with 
chariots besides* the priaes of (heir victories. For whidi 
pranks reproved he was merrily even by his own sister Ix-pida, 
and upon comphiint made by the masters of the four factions » 
he enacted that from thenceforth ever after the said prizes 
should be presently [Cal. 25] p,iid. Being accused likewise 
for treason to the State and many adultcricrs, as also for incest 
committed with his sister Lepida a little before the decease 
of Tiberius, yet escaped he the danger of law by the altera- 
tion of the times and died at Pyrgi of the dropsy * when 
Agrippina, daughter (o Germankus, liad brought him a 
son named Nero. 

6. Tills Nero was bom at Antium, nine months after that 
Tiberius departed this world, eighteen days before the kalends 
of January’, just as the .sun was newly ri.scn, so as his beams 
lighted well-near upon him before they could touch the earth *. 
As toudiing his horoscope, many men straightways gave 
many gucssiis .and conjectures of (earful events, and even a 
very word that his father Domitius spake wa.s taken to be a 
presaging ossc [Aug, 57]. For when his friend-s by way of 
gratulation wished him joy of his son new-born, he said that 
of himself and Agrippina there could nothing come into the 
world but accursed, detestable, and to the hurt of the weal 
public. Of the same future infortunity [Aug. 23] there 
appeared an evident sign upon his naming day » : for Gains 
Caesar Caligula, when his sister Agrippina requested him 
to give the infant what name* he would, looking wistly* on 
Claudius his uncle (by whom afterwards being emperor the 
child was adopted), said he gave him his name. Neither spake 
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he tills in caniest but merrily in boorti *, and Afjrippina r, corned 
and rejected it, for that ns then Claudius wimt for a fool and 
one of the Inughintj-stocles of tlic court. 

At three years of age he Irccanic f.itherles'., and being his 
father's hdr btu of one-third p.arl, yet could not he touch yo 
much as that full and v.hole by riseson of Gains his co-bcir, 
who had reirtd upon and caught up Ix-foichrind all tlie goods ; 
and for that his motlier a.lso w.rs soon after confined and packed 
away, he, Ixing in manner d'lstitutc of all help and very needv, 
wa.s fostered in his aunt Lepida’s house under two {Midagogues, 
a dancer and a barl.'er. But whr-n Cl.nuaius wa-s come once 
to the emjMre, he not only recovered his {vttrimony, but 
also \sas ciindud by the inlierit.ance of Crispu.s Passicnu.s, 
IS mother's hu<.band, that fell unto him. And verily through 
the grace and p<’.wcr of his mother now called home again 
and reston-d to her estate, he flourished and grmv .so great 
that commonly it v.as bruited abroad that Mejsalina, the 
wife of Claudius, sent some of purpose to take the opjror- 

smother and strangle 
t Int'ed 353 oI Hritannicus* and one 

enterpri^ 'vhercupon they fled back and fomook tht 

botets Amt , ^ tlic 

of gold (as his ti enclosed within a bracelet 

and monument of •-"gUi, weaiy of any memorial 

itv aTdoTn " it aw.ay.but in his extrem- 

^ In STenlrT vain, 

full growth! - 

fight most resolutely irith warlike Troy 

people. In the cicwntli « vSTof^h- 

Claudius and put to scliool umo ,1 adopted he was by 

senator for to be fn; a • Seneca, even then a 

goes that Seneca the next nWit” 

bed that he was teaching | dreamed as he lay in 

Nero proved his dream tn,n 1 1 und shortly after 

shrewd* nature of the sai7p;inccS"V^'t fcH stomadi and 

P c by the first experiments that 
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he could give thereof. For when his brother Britannicus 
saluted him after he was once adopted (as his wonted manner 
was before) by the name of Ahenobarbus, he went about to lay 
this imputation upon him before his father, that he was some 
changeling and no son of his as he was reputed. His aunt 
Lepida like\vise being in trouble he deposed against in the open 
face of the court, thereby to gratify his mother her heavy 
friend'*, and who followed the suit hotly against her. Being 
honourably brought into the Forum the day of his first plea 
and commencement [Cl. 2], he promised publicly for the people 
a congiary and a donative for the soldiers. Having pro- 
claimed also a solemn jousting®, himself rode before the 
praetorian soldiers bearing a shield in his own hand. After 
this he solemnly gave thanks to his father in the senate, 
before whom being then consul he made a Latin oration in 
the behalf of the Bononians, and for the Rhodians and in- 
habitants of Ilium another in Greek. His first jurisdiction 
he began as provost [praefectiis\ of the city® during the 
celebration of the Latin holidays, what time the most famous 
advocates and patrons in those days strove a-vie [Cal. 57] 
who could bring before him most accusations and longest’, 
not (as the manner was) such as were ordinary and brief, the 
express command of Claudius forbidding the same notwith- 
standing. Not long after he took to wfe Octavia, and for 
the good health of Claudius exhibited the circus games and 
baiting of wld beasts. 

8. Being seventeen years old, so soon as it was known 
abroad that Claudius was dead, he came forth to those of 
the praetorian cohort that kept watch and ward, between 
the sixth and the seventh hour of the day’, for by reason 
that the whole day beside was ominous and dismal there 
was no time thereof thought more auspicious and convenient 
than it to enter upon the empire ; and so, before the palace 
stairs being proclaimed and saluted emperor, he was in a 
litter brought to the camp®, and hastily from thence, after a 
short speech made unto the soldiers, conveyed into the Curia. 
From whence he departed home in the evening, and of those 
exceeding and infinite honours which were heaped upon him, 
he refused only the title in his style of Pater Patriae ®, in regard 
of his young years. 
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9 . Be ginning dim witii a fjlorio-!'. ;. 1 iow of piety ‘ and kind- 
at tile funeral of Cl.uidius, whidi w.u; nurd suniptuou'’-!',' 
perfonru'd, he prr-.i'-v-d him in an oration and coiir.ecrated 
him a god. In tlu- immorial of hie own father Bomitius 
he did liim right gre.at honour. Hi*; mother he permitted 
to have the wiiole rmim'-nt * of all matters as well public 
as private. The viry first d.ay riho of his enipirc-, when the 
tribune of the ''■‘nlintl.'i’ asked of him a watchword, he gave 
unto him thi.s mot, 0/>.'ier.» m.r.'er (my best mother), and after- 
warefe m.iny a tun*', she arcompraii- d him through Uie streets 
in his ov.-n litter. He planted a cohmy at Antium, enrolling 
therein the old toldiers out of the praetorian cohort and 
joining with them (by translating their habitations) the 
richt^t centurion.s who had Iren kaden, of the foremost 

bMds , where ako lie made a pier^, a most sumptuous piece 
of work. 


10 . And to show a surer proof still of his towardness \ after 
pro cssion made to go'.’crn the empire according to the yire- 
Ecnpt rule of Augustu.s, he omitted jio occasion to show 
ather bountifulness or clemency, no, nor so much as to 
testify his gentlcne.sb and courtesy. ITiose tributes and 
axes wludi were anything heavy he either alwlishcd quite 
rewards due unto informers as touching 
Tv>nnu'^^''^u reduced to the fourth part only of the 

pvor, ^ 11 among the people ^oo sesterces* for 

m' ?''• .as were most nobly 

he all 1 decayed and weakened in their estates) 

ststerrT'* ^'darics’, and to some of them 500.000 

an allm- ' for the praetorian cohorts he ordained 
he was ° monthly gratLs. And whensoever 

fas the mann* ^“I’scribe and set hi.s hand to a warrant 

to die he" wra*^ o^ccution of any person condemned 

one *■“ “■= ”1 “'y 

?natf„lr, ’’ “** '«»'*■ ‘I*' 

>vl.cn I shall ■; '■i” “! 

often publicly before thcr'"Sc S”’ declaimed 

lilceudse. not only ivithin house at homrbuTalsoI rthlSS 
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and that with so general a joy of as many as licard him, that 
for the said rehearsal there was a solemn procession decreed, 
and some of his said verses written in golden letters were 
dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus. 

11. Many and sundry kinds of shows he set forth, to wdt, 
the juvcnal* sports®, the circus games, and the stage-plays, 
also a sword-fight. In the jnvcnal pa,stimcs he admitted old 
men, even those of consul's degree, aged women also and 
matrons to disport themselves. At the circus games, he 
appointed places for the gentlemen of Rome apart by them- 
selves, where he put also to run a race for the prize chariots 
drawn with four camels. In the stage-plaj's (which being 
instituted for the eternising aj\d perpetuity of his empire he 
would have to be called Maximi) vciy many of both degrees * 
and sexes played their parts upon the stage. A Roman 
gentleman of very good note and especial mark mounted upon 
an elephant ran down a rope®. There was brought upon the 
stage to be acted tlic Roman comedy of Afranius entitled 
Incendium, and granted it was unto the actors therein to 
rifle all the goods and implements of the house as it burned 
and to take the same as their own. Scattered also abroad 
there were for the people mi.ssilcs [Aug. 98] * during the whole 
time of those plays ; to wit, a thousand birds every day of 
all kinds, cates and viands manifold, tickets and tallies 
for com, apparel, gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, pictures 
upon tables, slaves, labouring garrons'^, and beasts also* 
tamed ; last of all, ships, isles’, lands and possessions, accord- 
ing to their tallies, 

12. These games he beheld from the top of the proscenium 
At the sword-fight, which he exhibited in the amphitheatre 
built of tirhber in one year’s space witliin the ward of Mars’ 
Field he sufiered not one man to be killed, no, not so much 
as a guilty malefactor. Moreover, he brought into the 
lists for to fight at sharpe [Cal. 27] even 400 * senators and 600 ® 
gentlemen of Rome. Some of good wealth and reputation 
out of the same degrees he caused to come forth into the 
show-place, for to kill -wild beasts and perform sundry services 

. thereto belonging. He represented also a naval fight upon 
salt water from the sea, witli a device to have sea-beasts 
swimming therein. Semblably, certain P5UThic‘ dances in 
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armour, sorted out of the number of young springals [Tib. 
6] ; and after their devoir done he gave freely unto every 
one of them patents and grants to be enfranchised citizens of 
Rome. Between “ the arguments” of these Pyrrhic dances, 
devised it was that a bull should leap Pasiphae®, hidden 
within a frame of wood resembling a heifer’, which was acted 
so lively that many of the beholders believed- verily it was so 
indeed. As for Icarus, at the first attempt to fly he fell 
presently [Cal. 25] down hard by his o\vn ® bed-chamber ' 
so that he besprinkled him -with blood. For very seldom had 
he used to sit as president at these games, but his manner was 
to behold them as he lay upon his bed first through little 
loopholes, but afterwards setting the whole gallery’’ open 
from whence he looked. 

He was the first moreover that instituted at Rome, accord- 
ing to the Greek fashion, quinquennial games of three kinds, 
to wit, of music and poetry, of gymnastic masteries [Cal. 
54] and of horsemanship, which games he called Neronia. 
After he had dedicated the baines [Aug. 76] and a place 
therein for gymnastic exercises', he allowed the oil that 
went thereto both for the senate and also for the gentlemen. 
He ordained masters and wardens of all this solemnity, 
especial persons of consular degree, chosen by lot to sit as 
overseers in the place of praetors”, and then came down 
himself into the orchestra” and the senators’ quarter. And 
verily the victorious coronet for the Latin tongue, both in 
prose and verse, about which the best and most worshipful 
persons had contended, when it was granted unto him with 
their own consents he received ; and the harp presented unto 
him ’* by the judges he adored, and commanded that it should 
be earned to the statue of Augustus. At the g 5 Tnnastic 
games which he exhibited in the Septa, during the solemn 
preparation of the great sacrifice Buthysia [Bou^ua/a], he cut 
off the first beard that he had, which he bestowed within a 
golden box, adorned it %vith most precious pearls and then 
consecrated it in the Capitol’”. To the show of -wrestlers 
and other champions he called also the Vestal -virgins, because 
at Olympia the priestesses likewise of Ceres are allowed to 
see the games there. 

13. I may by good reason among other shows by him ex- 
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hibited reckon also the entrance into Rome city of Tiridates, 
whom, being king of Armenia, he had solicited by large 
promises. Now, when he meant to show him unto the people 
upon a .set day appointed by an edict, and was driven to put 
it off (tlic weather was so cloudy), lie brought him forth before 
them to be seen upon the best and most opportune day that 
he could find, having bestowed about the temples situate in 
the Forum* cohorts of soldiers armed, and sitting himself 
upon his ivory' cunilc chair of estate [C. 76] before the Rostni 
in triumphal habit, among the military ensigns, banners, 
guidons, and streamers. And as the king came up towards 
him b}’ the a.scent of the steep pulpit, be admitted him first 
to his knees, and then raising up with his right hand kissed 
him ; afterwards, as he was making his prayer unto him, hav- 
ing taken off his tiara", he did the diadem on ’, whiles one who 
had been praetor pronounced unto the multitude the sup- 
pliant’s words, as they were by an interpreter delivered unto 
him. Being brought after this into the theatre and making 
supplication again, he placed him on his right side next to 
himself. For which he was with one accord saluted emperor ; 
and so bringing with him the laurel branch into the Capitol, 
he shut both doors of double-faced Janus* temple, as if no 
relic of war remained behind [Aug. 22]. 

14. Four consulships he bore, the first for two months, 
the second and last for [six], the third for four. The middle 
twain he continued without any intermission, the rest he varied 
with a year's space between. 

15. In his ordinary jurisdiction he lightly gave no answer 
to the proctors before the day following, and that was by 
writing. In extraordinary commissions and trials this course 
he held, namely, to decide every cause by itself one after 
another upon certain days of the session, and to surcc.asc 
quite the huddling up and debating of matters one in the 
neck of another * ; so often as he went aside to consult, he 
did deliberate and ask advice of nothing either in common or 
openly, but reading secretly to himself the opinions written 
by evciy counsellor, what liked his own self that pronounced 
he, as if many more thought well of the same. For a long time 
he admitted not the sons of libertines into the Curia, and to 
those that were admitted by the emperors his predecessors 
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lie denied all honourable oinces. If there sued for raagistrades 
more than could speed- or •were places void, to comfort their 
hearts again for delaying and maldng them to stay longer, he 
gave unto them the conduct ox legions. He granted for the 
most part all consulships for six months’ term. And if one 
of the two consuls happened to die about the kalends of 
January he submitted none in his stead, as misliking alto- 
gether the old precedent of Caninius Rebilns, who was consul 
but. one day*. Triumphal ornaments he gave even unto 
those that had borne quaestor's dignity only, }'ea, and to 
some of the gentlemen’s degree, and verily not always for any 
military service*. His orations* sent into the senate con- 
cerning certain matters he caused for the most part to be rea ^ 
and rehearsed by the consuls, passing by the quaestors 

office’. _ _ , 

1 ( 5 . He devised a new form of the dfy buildings, 
namely, that before the edifices standing by &enn ^ 
and other houses likewise there should 
the solans whereof all skarfires [Aug. 25] ^ Up 

18.] and repelled ’ ; and those he built * at his own 
had an intention once to set out and enlarge e 
Rome even as far as to Ostia, and from thence yz 
let the sea into old Rome*. JIany matters 
bolh severely' punished and also restrained, yea, an 
iKiwIy' ordained. Expenses in his days had a gage 1 ^ 

and stint .set upon them". The public suppers " were | 

down to .small collations’. Forbidden it was tha any o 
sodden *, but only' pulse and worts’ should be sold m av 
and cooks' lioirscs, whereas beforetimes there was no , 
of viancl.s but it wa.s set out to sale. The Christians, a 
men given to a new, wicked, and mischievous supersb on, 
were jnit to dcatli with grievous torments. The 
chariot oors, wherein by an old and licentious custom ffi^y “ 
been allowed to range up and down, to beguile folk, to p 
and steal in merriment, were prohibited. The factions ” of a 
pantomimi together with the actors themselves were banishe 
and sent away. 

17. Against forgers of writings then first came up this in- 
vention, tliat no books or instruments should be signed unless 
llicy were bored and liad a thread three times dra'wn through 
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the holes. Provided it was that in wills the two first * parts ® 
thereof should be shown as blanks unto those that came to 
seal the same, having the testator’s name only written therein ; 
item, that no clerk or notary, who was to draw and write 
another man’s will should put down any legacy for himself ; 
item, that they who had suits depending in court should pay 
the certain due fee set down by law for pleading of then- 
causes : but for the benches® » nothing, considering the 
chamber of the city [the treasury] allowed tlie same gratis and 
to be free ; item, that in the pleading and deciding of contro- 
versies all causes debated aforetime before the masters of the 
exchequer or city chamber should be removed unto the com- 
mon hall *, to be tried before the commissioners and delegates 
called recuperatores finally, that all appeals from the judges 
should be made unto the senate. 

18 . Having no will, no motion, nor hope at any time, to 
propagate and enlarge the empire, he thought once to have 
withdra^vn the forces even out of Britain ; neither gave he 
over that intent of his but only for very shame, lest he might 
be thought to deprave [Aug. 27] the glory of his father Claudius. 
Only the realm of Pontus with the leave of Polemon as also 
the kingdom of the Alps by the death of king Cottius, he re- 
duced into the form of a province. 

19 . Two voyages and no more he undertook, the one to 
Alexandria, the other into Achaia. But his journey to 
Alexandria he gave over the very day of his setting forth, 
by occasion that he was disquieted at once, both with a 
religious scruple and also with some peril. For when he 
had gone in procession about all the temples and sat down 
within the chapel of Vesta, as he was rising up, first the hem^ 
or edge of his gown stuck to the seat, and after this arose 
so dark a mist before his eyes that uneth [Cal. 53] he could 
see and look about him. In Achaia he attempted to dig 
through [the] isthmus and in a frequent [C. 22] assembly 
made a speech unto the praetorian soldiers, exhorting them 
to begin the work ; and having given the signal by sound of 
trumpet, himself first broke up the ground with a little spade ®, 
and when he had cast up the earth, carried it forth upon his 
own shoulders in a scuttle. He prepared also an expedition 
to the Caspian Gates, for which he enrolled a new legion of 
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Italian young soldiers six feet high® ; this legion he called the 
phalanx or squadron of Alexander the Great. These parti- 
culars premised, partly deserving no blame, and in part worthy 
even of no mean praise, have I collected together, that I might 
sever and distinguish them from his villainies and wcked 
acts, whereof from henceforward I will make report. 

20. .^mong other arts and sciences, being in his childhood 
trained up in the skill also of music, no sooner attained he 
to the empire but he sent for Terpnus the harper, renowned 
in those days for his cunning above all other. Sitting by 
him as he played and sung, day by day after supper until it 
was far in the night, himself likewise by little and little began 
to practise and exercise the same, yea, and not to let pass any 
means that expert professors in that kind were wont to do, 
either for preserving or the bettering and fortifying of their 
voices ; even to wear before him upon his breast a thin plate 
or sheet of lead ; to purge by clyster or vomit ; to abstain 
from apples and fruit, with all such meats as were hurtful to 
the voice ; so long until, his [improvement] still drawing him on 
(a small and rusty® voice though he had), he desired to come 
forth and show himself upon the open stage, having among his 
familiar companions this Greek proverb evermore in his 
mouth, that hidden music was naught worth 

The first time that he mounted the stage was at Naples, 
where he gave not over singing (albeit the theatre was shaken 
and ready to faU by a sudden earthquake) before he had 
finished the song begun. In the same place he chanted 
often and many days together. Moreover, after some short 
time between taken to repair his voice (as one impatient of 
keeping within house) from the baines [Aug. 76] there he 
passed directly to the theatre ® ; and having in the midst of 
the orchestra before a frequent multitude of people feasted 
and banqueted, made promise in the Greek tongue, that if 
he had sippled a little and wet his whistle he would ring 
out some note more fully and u-ith a stronger breast. Now, 
being much delighted with the Alexandrians’ praises* in 
prick-song*, who newly in a second voyage had with their 
fleet conflowed [C. 39] to Naples •>, he sent for more of them out 
of Alexandria. And never the later* he chose from all parts 
youths of gentlemen's degree and not so few as 5000 of the 

272 



NERO CLAUDIUS CAESAR 

lustiest and strongest young men out of the commons, who 
being sorted into factions® should learn certain kinds of 
shouts and applauses, which they termed hombos =, imbrices 
and iestas « ; also that deft and trim boys, such as had the 
thickest bush of hair upon their heads * and were set out in 
most excellent apparel, and not without a ring on their left 
hands’, should give their attendance upon him as he sang. 
The chieftains and leaders of these had for their stipend 
400,000 sesterces ®. 

21. Esteeming so highly as he did of singing, he solem- 
nised at Rome also again the foresaid games called Neroneum 
before the day and time by order appointed*. And when 
all the people called upon him for his celestial voice he 
made answer that he verily would do them that pleasure 
(being so mlling and desirous as thej' were to hear him), 
but it should be in his hortyards [Cal. 59]. Howbeit, when the 
corps de guard of the praetorian soldiers, which at that 
time kept watch and ward, seconded the prayers of the 
common people, willingly he promised to fulfil their minds* 
out of hand in the very place ; and without any further 
delay caused his own name to be ^vritten in the roll of other 
professed minstrels and singers to the harp. Thus having 
put his lot into the pitcher with the rest, he entered the stage 
when his turn came, and withal the captains of the guard 
supporting his harp, after them the tribunes military®, and 
close unto them his most inward friends and minions. Now 
when he had taken up his standing and ended his proem, he 
gave public notice and pronounced by the voice of Cluvius 
Rufus (no meaner man than of consul's degree) that he would 
sing and act the story of Niobe*, and so continued he well-near 
unto the tenth hour of the day ® ; which done he deferred the 
music coronet due for the present victory together with the 
residue of that gaming [contest] unto the next year following, 
and all because he might have occasion oftener to chant. 
But bethinking himself that the time was long, he ceased not to 
come ever and anon abroad to show his skill in open place. He 
stuck not [Cal. 25] also in private shows and games® to do 
his devoir, even among common actors and stage-players, 
and namely, when one of the praetors’ made offer of a 
1,000,000 sesterces. He sung moreover, disguised, tragedies 
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of the worthies and gods ; of noble ladies likewise in old 
time and of goddesses, having their visards » framed and 
made to the likeness of his own face and of some woman 
whom he loved. Among the rest he chanted the tale of 
Canace travailing in childbirth '' ; of Orestes who killed 
his o^vn mother = ; of Oedipus that plucked out his own 
eyes '' ; and of Hercules enraged «. In the acting of which 
tragedy, the report goes that a novice® placed to keep and 
guard the entry of the stage, seeing him dressed and bound 
mth chains (as the argument of the said tragedy required) 
ran in a good [haste] to help him. 

22. Exceedingly given be was of a boy to delight in horse- 
manship and with the love of charioting mightily inflamed, 
and very much would he be talking (forbidden though he 
were) of the Circensian games. And one time as he was 
making moan and bewailing among his schoolfellows the 
hard fortune of a chariot-driver, one of the green-coat faction, 
drawTi and dragged by his steeds', being chidden therefor 
by his schoolmaster, he had a lie ready and said that he spake 
of Hector®. But as about his first entrance to the empire 
his custom was daily to play upon a chessboard with ivory 
horses ® dra\ving in chariots, so he used to resort also from his 
retning place of pleasure* to all the Circensian games, even 
the very least and meanest of them, first by stealth and 
privily, afterrvards in open sight ; so as no man made doubt 
but at such a day he would be sure always there to be. Neither 
dissembled he that he was willing to augment the number 
of the prizes ; and therefore the show of chariot-running was 
drawn out in length and held imtil late in the evening, by 
occasion of many more courses than ordinary, so as now the 
masters of every faction deigned not to bring forth their 
crews and companies ' unless they might run the whole day 
through *. Soon after himself also would needs make one and 
be seen oftentimes to play the charioteer. And when he had 
tried what he could do and performed, as it were, his first 
acts in private hortyards among very slaves and the base 
commons, he proceeded to show himself in the Circus Maximus 
in all men s eyes, appointing one of his freedmen to put out a 
white towel for a signal from the place where magistrates 
are wont to do it. 
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But not content wth this, that he had given good proof of 
his progress, in these feats at Rome, he goes, as I said before 
[19], into Achaia, moved especially upon this occasion. Those 
cities and states, where solemn gamings of music are usually 
held, had brought up a custom to send all the coronets of harp- 
players unto him. This he accepted so kindly, that he not 
only admitted at the very first to his presence the ambassadors 
who brought the same, but also placed them among his 
familiar guests at the table. And being requested by some 
of them to sing at supper-table, and highly praised with 
excessive applause, he came out Avith this speech, that Greeks 
were the only skilful hearers, and the men alone worthy of his 
studies. Neither made he any longer stay, but took his voyage ; 
and no sooner was he passed over the sea to Cassiope^, but 
presently he began to sing at the altar there of Jupiter Cassius. 

23 . After this, he went to all the games of prize [Cl. 21], one 
after another ; for even those that usually are celebrated at 
most remote and distant times he commanded to be reduced 
all into one year^, and some of them also to be iterated®. 
At Ol5nnpia likewise he caused (contrary to the manner and 
custom of that place) a game of music to be held. And 
lest, whiles he was busied about these matters, anything 
might either call him away or detain him, when he was adver- 
tised by his freedman Helius that the city affairs re- 
quired his presence, he wrote back unto him in these words : 
" Albeit your counsel to me at this present and your willing 
desire is that I should return with all speed, yet ought you to 
advise me and 'wish rather that I may return worthy my- 
self, that is to say, Nero.” All the while he was singing, 
lawful it was not for any person to depart out of the theatre, 
were the cause never so necessary. Whereupon reported 
it is that some great-bellied women falling into travail were 
delivered upon the very scaffolds ; yea, and many men be- 
sides, weary of tedious hearing and praising him, when the 
town-gates were shut, either by stealth leaped down from the 
walls, or counterfeiting themselves dead were carried forth 
as corpses to be buried. But how timorously, TOth what 
thought and anguish of mind, with what emulation of his con- 
currents [Cal. 35] and fear of the umpires he strove for the 
mastery, it is almost incredible. 
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His roEuvner was. to deal witlv his adversaries, as if thejr 
had been but his equals and of the same condition with 
him, in this sort ; namely, to observe, watch, and mark tlieir 
behaviours, to lie in the wind for to catch advantage, to defame 
them underhand, otherwhiles to rail at them and give them 
hard terms as they came in his way, yea, and to corrupt 
with bribes’ and gifts such as excelled in skill and cunning. 
As for tlie judges and umpires aforesaid, he would speak unto 
them in all reverence before he began to sing, using these 
terms ; that he had done whatsoever was to be done, howbeit, 
the issue and event was in the hand of Fortune ; they there- 
fore, as they were wise men and learned, ought to except and 
bar all chances and mishaps. Now upon their exhortations 
unto him for to be bold and venturous, he would indeed go 
away from tliem better appaied but yet for all that not with- 
out pensive care and trouble of mind ; finding fault also vdth 
the silence and bashful modesty of some, as if the same argued 
their discontented heaviness and malicious repining, saying 
■withal that he had them in suspicion. 

24. During the time that he strove for to win any prize, 
so strictly obeyed he the laws of the game that he never 
durst once spit and reach up fleame’, and the very sweat of 
his forehead he wiped away with his arm only*. More- 
over in the acting of a tragedy, when he had quickly taken 
up his staff again which he happened to let fall, being much 
dismayed and in great fear lest for that delinquency he 
should be put from the stage, by no means took he heart 
again until an under-actor * or prompter standing by swore an 
oath that it was not espied and marked for the shouts and 
acclamations of the people beneath. Now whensoever he won 
the 'victory, he used to pronounce himself ■victor ; for which 
cause he contended also in every place for the crier's coronet * 
And to the end there should remain extant no memorial 
or token of any other ■victors in these sacred games beside 
himself, he commanded all their statues and images to be over- 
thrown, draivn with a drag, and so flimg into sinks and privies. 

Furthermore, he ran with chariots for the best game in 
many places, and at the Olympic solemnities ■with one that 
had a team of ten steeds, notwithstanding he reproved the 
very same in king Mithndates, as appeared by certain verses 
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of his o^vn making. But being once shaken and hoisted 
out of his chariot and set therein again, howbeit not able 
to hold out he desisted and gave over, before he had run 
the race through, yet was he cro^vned nevertheless. After 
this, at his departure from thence he enfranchised the whole 
province throughout, and wthal the judges of these games he 
endowed with the freedom of Rome and rewarded with great 
sums of money. Wliich benefits of his himself published 
with his own voice from the middle of the race[course], upon 
a day of the Isthmian games. 

25. Being returned out of Greece he entered Naples, 
mounted upon a chariot dra\vn wth white horses, for that 
in the said city he had made profession first of his skill in 
music, and a part of the wall was cast down against his com- 
ing (as the manner is of all victors in those sacred games). 
Semblably [C. 39] rode he into Antium, and from thence into 
Albanum, and so fonvard into Rome. But he entered Rome 
in the very same chariot wherein sometime Augustus had 
rode in triumph, clad in a purple cloak *, and the same gar- 
nished wth stars embroidered in gold, wearing upon his head 
the Olympic coronet*, and bearing in his right hand the 
Pythian*, with a pomp and gallant show of the rest before 
him*, together with their titles and inscriptions, testifying 
where, and whom, in what kind of song or fabulous argument, 
he had won ; not without a train also of applauders following 
his chariot, after the manner of those that ride ovant [Cal. 49] 
in petty triumph setting up a note, and crjdng with a loud 
voice that they were Augustians and the soldiers of his triumph. 
From thence he rode forward, and having thrown down 
the arch of the Circus Maximus, he passed on through the 
Velabrum and market-place [Forum], up to the Palatium and 
so to the temple of Apollo. To do him honour all the way as he 
went were beasts killed for sacrifice and saffron eft soons 
strewn along the streets. Birds were let fly, ribbons also 
and labels, yea, and sweet banqueting junkets cast among. 
As for the sacred coronets and garlands aforesaid, he be- 
stowed them in his own bed-chamber round about his beds, 
likewise his own statues portrayed in the habit of an harper *, 
and with that mark stamped he his money. And after all 
this so far was he from letting slack and remitting one jot 
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his nrdt'nt siiuiy of iiis music profession, tlinl for the pre- 
scrv'ntion of his \*oicc he wouhl never mnke spi^ech unto his 
soldiers but aiiscnl' f»r hiivjiu; anothf-r to pronounce his 
Nvords f(\T him ■ •, nor yet do au'^.ht in canu-;.t or mirth witlsout 
his phouasciis* ity, to put him in mind for to spare his pipes 
and hold his handla-rchief to his month ; and to many a man 
he either offered friendslup or denounced enmity, according a.s 
every one praised him more or les-'-. 

26. His unruly wildness, unbridled lust, wasteful riotous- 
ness, avarice, and cuiclfy, he practiced verily at first hy leisure 
eloseJy [Cl. 32!, as the tricks of youthful folly ; yet so as even 
then no man inipht doubt that they were the inbred vices 
of nature and not the errors of young age. No sormcr was 
it twiligiit and the evening shut in, but pres-t'ntly (Cal. 22] he 
would catch up a cap’ o on his head, and so disguised go into 
taverns and victualiing !iou<es, w.aU: the streets playing 
and sporting all the way, hut Vit not without shrewd [Cal. 25] 
turns and doing mischief For iui u.'^ed to fall u}>on Iho'-e that 
came late from supper and knock them soundly, yea, and 
if they stnigglcd with him and made resistance, to wound 
anti drown them m the rinks and town ditches^ ; to break 
into petty shops aho and ride them ; for he had set up in 
his house at home a fair’ there to receive the price of the 
booty which he had gotten, and w.as to lie sold to who would 
give most and hul best therefor. But many a time at such 
hrawl.s and scufiling.s afore- aid he endangered his cyc.s, yea, 
and his life too ; being once beaten well-near to death by a 
certain young gentleman of senator's degree', whose wife be 
had misused with unclean handling. Whereupon never after 
durst he go abroad into the streets at ilial hour of the night 
without his military tribunes following after him aloof and 
secretly. In the daytime also, being carried close in a chair* 
into the theatre, he would be present in person, and from the 
upper part’ of the proscenium* both give a .signal to the 
seditious factions of players (setting them together by the 
cars) and also behold them how they bickered. Now' when 
they were come once to plain fight, skirmishing with stones 
and fragments of broken seats [and] scaffolds, himself stuck 
not [Cal. 25] to fling apace at’ the people, insomuch as once 
lie broke the praetor’s head. 
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the shirc-towns of great resort and market boroughs of Greece, 
yea. and afterwards at Rome up and do\vn the street Sigil- 
laria [Cl. i6], many a time sweetly kissing him by the way. 
For that he had a lust to lie with his own mother and was 
frighted from it by some depraving [Aug. 27] backfriends* of 
hers, for fear lest the proud and insolent dame might by this 
kind of favour grow too might}^ no man ever made doubt, 
especially after that he entertained among his concubines a 
harlot, most like in all points (by report) unto Agrippina. It is 
affirmed moreover that in times past, so often as he rode in a 
litter together with his mother, he played the filthy wanton and 
was bewrayed by the marks and spots appearing upon her 
vesture. 

29 As for his own bod\’, certes he forfeited the honour 
thereof, prostituting it to be abused so far forth ’ as, having 
defiled in manner alt the parts of it, at the last he devised 
a kind (as it were) of sport and game ; that, being covered 
all over in a wild beast’s skin, he should be let loose forth 
of a cage* and then give tlie assault upon the privities of 
men and women both, as they stood tied fast to a stake, 
and when he had shown his rage to the full, be killed, for- 
sooth by Doiyphorus* his freedman, unto whom himself 
also was wedded like as Sporus unto him, insomuch as he 
counterfeited the noise and cries of maidens when they be 
forced and suffer devirgination I have heard of divers that 
he was fully persuaded no man nor woman was honest or 
in any part of their bodies pure and clean, but most of them 
dissembled their unclcanness and craftily hid it. As many 
therefore as professed* unto him their obscene filthiness, he 
forgave all other faults and trespasses whatsoever. 

30 . The fruit of riches and use of money he took to be 
nothing else but lavish expense, thinking them to be very 
base niggards and mechanical pinch-pennies, that kept any 
account of reckoning what they spent and laid out, but 
such only passing rich and right magnificoes, who misspent 
and wasted all. He praised and admired his unde Gains in 
no respect more than for that he had lashed out and consumed 
iri a short space a huge mass of wealth left unto him by 
Tiberius ; he kept therefore no mean nor made any end of 
prodigal giving and making away all. He allowed imto 
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Tiridates® (a thing almost incredible) 800,000 sesterces day 
by day for his expenses, and at his departure bestowed upon 
him not so little as 100,000,000. Menecrates the harper and 
Spicillus the sword-fencer he enfeoffed in the livings, patri- 
monies, and houses of right noble personages who had 
triumphed. Cercopithecus, whom he had enriched with the 
lands and houses (as well within the city as country) of 
Paneros the usurer he honoured like a prince at his funeral, 
and interred with the charges well-near of a royal sepulture. 
No garments did he on his back twice. At hazard, when 
he. played he ventured no less than 400,000 sesterces at a 
cast, upon every point or prick of the chance ® He fished 
with a golden net® (drawn and knit) \vith cords twisted of 
purple and crimson silk in grain*. He never, by report, 
when he made any journey, had under a thousand carroches 
in his train. His mules were shod with silver, his muleteers 
arrayed in fine red Canusian cloth and attended he was with 
a multitude of Mazaces * and couriers gaily set out with their 
bracelets and rich phalers ®. 

31 . In no one thing was he more wasteful and prodigal 
than in building. He made a house that reached from 
the Palatium to the Esquiliae, which at first he called his 
transitory®, but when it had been consumed with fire and 
was re-edified he named his golden edifice. As touching the 
large compass and receit [Cal. 37], the rich furniture and setting 
out thereof, it may suffice to relate thus much. The porch® 
was of such a height as therein might stand upright the giant- 
like image representing his own person, a hundred and twenty 
feet high. So large was this house as that it contained three 
galleries of a mile apiece in length®. Item, a standing pool 
like unto a sea, and the same enclosed round about with 
buildings in form of cities. It received moreover granges 
with cornfields, vine or garden pastures and woods to them, 
stored with a multitude of divers and sundry beasts, both tame 
and wild of all sorts. In all other parts thereof all was laid 
over with gold, garnished with precious stones and shells of 
pearls*. As for the parlours, framed they were with em- 
bowed roofs, seeled ® with panels of ivory, devised to turn round 
and remove so as flowers might be scattered from thence, 
with a device also of pipes and spouts to cast and sprinkle 
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'."'■i Oils from rdoft. But of nil pnrJours (orj ban- 

queting-nyjrnr the priucipa! pjkI fairest ’.vas made round, to 
turn alxjut continually both flay and in manner of tlie 
world*. Tiic bainr? within this houfe flowed with salt water 
derived from the f-e.a and with fresh from the riv'ers Albulae*. 
Tliis edifice, fu!i5hc<i after such a fa.shion av this, wJicn he 
dcdicated* [it], tints far forth only he Hired as that lie said 
he now at Icngtli bejran to dwell like n man. I'urthtrmore, 
he began a pool* re.aching from Mi'-enum to the mere'* 
Avernus, covered all .ab'ive-he.ad, cnclo.scd and environed 
with cloisters*', into which .ail the hot waters tiiat were 
in the b.aths of Bai.ae might be conveyed. Likewise he ca.st 
a fosse " from tiio cajd Avcnuic .as f.ar a.*-- to O.stia, and the same 
navigable, that men forsooth might sail in .■^liips and yet not 
be upon the sea. Tliis c.^rried in length i6o miles, and bare 
that breadth as galley.s with five rank;- of o.ars might pa.ss to 
and fro thereupon. Bor the perfo.miing of these works he 
had given command that .all p.nsoncni ivhcrc.soevcr .should 
be transported into Italy, and th.it no person attaint and 
cone let of any wicked act should Inr condemned othensisc 
but to work thereat. 


S.. To these outrageous expenre.s. besides the trust and 
confidence he had in the revenues of the empire, put forward 
lie was upon a certain unexpected hope al.=o that he con- 
ceived of finding a world of wc.ahh ; and that through intelli- 
gence giicn unto him by a gentleman of Rome, who assured 
him upon Ins knowledge that the rich treasure and -old store 
■SI \er an gold both, which queen Dido fleeing out of Tjtc 

in Africa within most huge 
and vast caves under the ground and might be got forth with 

wlmn ° S'’ Kut 

altogether destitute and so far e.xhausted and bare of money, 

"'’7 

to pilling 

fourth parts should be exacted and gathered for him, of as 
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many, I say, as without justification bore that name, which 
any of those families did whereunto himself was allied ; after- 
wards, that their wills should be forfeit and confiscate, who 
were unthankful to the prince * ; item, that lawyers should 
not escape free and go dear away, who had drawn and written 
such wills ; as also that all deeds and words should he brought 
within the compass of treason, if there could be found but any 
promoter® to give information. He called moreover, after a 
long time passed, for the rewards and coronets due to victors, 
which ever at any times the cities and states had presented 
or decreed unto him at the games of prize [23]. And whereas 
he had prohibited the use of the amethyst * and purple colours, 
he suborned one of purpose underhand to sell upon a market 
day® some few ounces thereof, and thereupon made stay of 
all occupiers and chapmen® whatsoever and laid them fast’. 
Furthermore, having espied once (as he was singing) a dame 
of Rome from the scaffolds in the theatre, arrayed in purple 
forbidden by the law ®, himself pointed at her (as it is verily 
thought) and showed her to his procurators,® and presently 
caused the woman to be haled from thence and turned out 
not only of her garments but also of all the goods she had. 
He assigned an office to no man but he used these words 
withal : “ Thou knowest what I have need of.” Also : ‘‘ Let 
us look to this, that no man may have anything:” To 
conclude, he robbed the temples of many gifts and oblations ; 
the images likewise therein made of gold or silver he melted 
into a mass, and among the rest, even those of the tutelar 
gods of Rome 1^, which soon after Galba restored and erected 
again in their places. 

33 . As touching his parricides and murders he began them 
first with Claudius, of whose death, although he were not 
principal author, yet he was privy and accessory thereto. 
Neither dissembled he so much, as who afterwards was wont 
by a Greek byword ^ to praise mushrooms (in which kind 
of meat Claudius had taken his bane®), as the food of the 
gods®. Certes, he abused him after he was dead in most 
spiteful and contumelious manner, both in word and deed 
every way, taunting and twitting him, one while with his 
folly, another while with his cruelty. For in scoffing wise he 
would say of him that he had left now woran® any longer 
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among mortal men, u?ing the first syllabic of the said word 
long : and many of his decrees and consfitntions he annulled 
as the acts of a doltish and doling man. Finally, he neglected 
the place of his funeral fire**-, suffering it to be empaled*, 
but with slight stuff and low rails of timber. 

As for Britannicus, [just a<j much for envy that he had a 
sweeter and pleasanter voice than him.self a.s for fear le^t 
another day he should be more graciou.s' than he among men 
in remembrance of hi.s father, he attempted to make him 
away by poison, llsis poison Mere had received at the hands 
of one Locu.sta, a woman who ijnpeached and brought to 
light divers confectioners of poisons ; and seeing it wrought 
later than he looked it should do and proved not to Ills mind, 
by reason that it moved Britannicus to the stool only and 
caused a lask he sent for the said woman and beat her witli 
his own hands, lajang hardlj' to her charge that instead of a 
poison she had given him a remed}’ and wholesome medicine. 
Now when she alleged for her excuse that she gave him the 
less dose thereby to colour and cloak the odious fact, which 
would have bred much anger and hatred : '' Wiy ! then Ijc- 
like,” quoth he, " I am afraid of tlic Julian law*.” And so he 
forced her before his face in his own bed-chamlx:r to compound 
and seethe a poison that should be most quick and of present 
operation’. And then having made trial thereof on a kid, 
after he saw once that the beast continued five hours before 
it died, he caused the same to be boiled again and manv times 
more, and so he set it before a pig. And when the pig died 
presently upon the taking thereof, he commanded it should 
be brought into his refection chamber and given unto Britan- 
niciis as he sat at supper with him. No sooner had he tasted 
it but he fell down dead. Nero readily made a lie and gave it 
out among the rest of his guests that Britannicus was surprised 
by a fit of the falling sickness, as his manner was to be. But 
the ne.xt morrow in all haste he took order [Cal. 8] for his 
corpse to be carried forth to burial with no better funeral than 
ordinary, and that in an exceeding great storm of rain. Unto 
the said Locusta for her service done he granted impunity” ; 
he endowed her also with fair lands, yea, and allowed her to 
have scholars for to be trained up under her in that feat. 

34. His own mother, for looking narrowly into him and 
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enterprises. But when he understood that all went' cross and 
that she was escaped to land by swimming, being altogether 
to seek what course to take, as Lucius Agerinus, her freedman, 
brought word wtli great joy how she was escaped alive and 
safe, he conveyed privily a dagger close by him ; and as if 
he had been suborned and hired secretly by her to kill him, 
caused the said Agerinus to be appreliended and bound with 
chains, and withal his mother aforesaid to be murdered, pre- 
tending as if by voluntarj’ death she had avoided the odious 
crime thus detected, and so made herself away. 

Worse matter yet than all this and more horrible is re- 
ported beside, and that bj' authors of good credit who will 
stand to it ; namely, tliat he ran in all haste to \iew the 
dead body of his mother when she was kUled, that he handled 
every part and member of it, found fault with some and com- 


mended others, and being thirsty in the meantime*’’ took a 
draught of drink. Howbeit, notwithstanding he was heartened 
by the joyous gratulation of soldiers, senate, and people, yet 
could he not either for the present or ever after endure the 


worm and sting of conscience for this foul act, but confessed 
many a time that haunted and harried he was with the appari- 
tion of his mother's ghost, tormented also with the scourges 
and burning torches of the Furies. Moreover, with a sacrifice 
made by dkection of magicians, he assayed to raise up her 
sold and spirit and to entreat tlie same to forgive him. Verily, 
as e travelled through Greece, at the sacred Eleusinian cere- 
momes (from the institution and professing therein all impious, 
godle^, ^d wicked persons are bv the voice of a crier de- 
barred ») he durst not be present. 

To this pamcide of his mother he a.djoined also the murder 
o when upon a time he visited her lying sick 

° ^ ^ ^ woman now well stept in years, 

^ ® ^ tender down of his beard new budding forth, 

“ MVUf j. way of pleasing speech, to say, 

wn ^ to. take up this soft hair when it falls**, I 

, , . ^ ^ .to ‘tie, he, turning to those that stood next 

° ^ ension and scoflmg manner said, " Marry and 

even sriaightway I wiu cut it off (for her sake),” and so 
ma e no more ado but gave order*' unto the physician to 
ply the sick woman still irith stronger purgatives >«. For 
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even before she was through dead, he laid sure hold of her 
goods and suppressed her last will, that nothing might escape 
his clutches. 

35 . Besides Octavia he married afterwards two wves, to 
wit, Poppaea® Sabina, the daughter of one® who had been 
quaestor and the wedded wife before of a Roman knight*, 
then Statilia Messallina, niece® in the third degree removed 
of Taurus®, twice consul, who had once triumphed. For to 
have and enjoy her he murdered her husband Atticus Vestinus 
then consul, even during the time of that honourable magis- 
tracy. Soon weary he was of Octavia’s company and for- 
sook her bed, and when some friends reproved him for it, 
he made answer that the jewels and ornaments only of a 
%vife ought to content her. Soon after when he had assayed 
many times (but in vain) to strangle her, he put her away, 
pretending she was barren. But when the people misliked 
this divorce and forbare not to rail upon him for it, he pro- 
ceeded even to confine and banish her quite. In the end he 
murdered her under a colourable imputation of divers adul- 
teries, charged upon her so impudently and falsely, that when 
all generally who were by torture examined upon the point 
stood stoutly to the very last in denial, he suborned and 
brought in Anicetus^ his own pedagogue against her. who 
should slander himself with her and confess that by a wile 
he had abused her body. The twelfth day after the said 
divorcement of Octavia he espoused and married the afore- 
said dame Poppaea, whom he loved entirely ; and yet even her 
also he killed \vith a kick® of his heel, for that, being big 
wth child and sickly withal, she had reviled him and given 
him shrewd [Cal. 25] words for coming home so late one night 
after his running with chariots. By her he had a daughter 
named Claudia Augusta, whom he buried when she was a very 
infant. 

There was no kind of afiftnity and consanguinity, were 
it never so near, but it felt the weight of his deadly hand. 
Antonia, the daughter of Claudius, refusing after the death 
of Poppaea to be his wife, he slew under a pretence as if 
she went about to conspire against him and to alter the State. 
Semblably [C. 39] he killed all the rest that were either allied 
unto him or of his kindred. Among whom Aulus Plautius, 
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a young pciittcnian, was ont-, whor*; b-xly after lit- bad by force 
filthily nrainst kind [C. 52} abused before his death, '' Let 
niy mother go now," quoth lie, " and ki«s rny successor’s sv.’cel 
lips," giving It out that he was her well-beloved darling and 
by her set on to hope and gape aftir tin: empire. His stejx 
son Kufmus Crispimis, the son of Poppae.a‘, Ixiing ytl of 
tender years and a youth und< r age, bt'cau.sv. the report went 
of him that in game he would play for dukedoms and 
empires, he gave order unto his own servants for to drowm 
in the se.a while.s lie was there fishing. Tu.seu.s his nur.se*s 
.son he confuted and s'-nt away, for that, being iiLs proairator 
in Egypt, he had hatlied in Iho'^e baines [Aug. 76] wliich 
were built ap.ainst hir, coming. His preceptor and school- 
master Seneca he compelled to die”, albeit be had .sworn 


unto him vera’ devoutly (when he made .suit m.any times 
for a licence to depart the court and yielded up therewith 
aU his goods into his hands) that he” had no cause to su.spect 
him, for he would rather lose hi.s own life than do him any 
harm. Unto Burrus, captain of the guard”, he promised a 
medicine to heal his .swollen throat”, and .sent him the rank 
poison to.\icum for it. His freedmen” that were rich and 
o d, whose favour, friendship, and directions had stood him in 
good stead for procuring unto him in times past adoption 
and aftenvards the imperial nile, he cut short every one by 

poison, partly put into their meats and parllv mingled with 
their drinks. ' 


36. ith no less cruelty raged he abroad even against 
s rangers and mere foreigners. A blar.ing hairy star, com- 
monly thought to portend death and destruction to the highest 

appeared many nights to- 
fu troubled therewith, and informed by Babillus 

^ e as ro oger that kings were wont to c.\piate such prodigious 
signs wa 1 some notable massacre, and so divert the same from 

heads of tlieir peers and 
nobles, he thereupon projected the death of aU the noblest 

ne . ® , and veril5’, so much the rather, and 

Viim cause, b}' reason of two conspiracies by 

published and divulged abroad, of which the former and 

p Plotted and de- 

tected at Rome, the latter going under the name of Vinidus* 


288 



NERO CLAUDIUS CAESAR 

at Bencvcntum. The conspirators had their trial and pleaded 
bound vrith threefold chains ; and as some of them confessed 
the action of their own accord, so others* said moreover, that 
he was beholden unto them for it, because they could not 
possibly do a cure upon him by any other means {distained as 
he was and dishonoured with all kind of wicked acts) but only 
by death. Tlie diildrcn of the condemned were expelled the 
dty, and then dispatclicd with poison or hunger-starved. It is 
for certain known Uiat some of them with their pedagogues 
and book-keepers* took their banc [33] all at one dimuir 
together, others were re-strained frojn seeking and earning 
their daily food. 

37 . After this, without all choice and rc.spcrct, without 
all measure in hus hand, he spared none ; he put to death 
wliom.soever it plc.ascd him and for what cause it skilled' not. 
But not to make long relation of many, it wa.s laid to Salvi- 
dienus OrfUus’ charge that he had set and let three shops out of 
his house about the Forum unto the cities and stntcus abroad 
for their ambassadors for to make their abode and converse 
in ; to Cassius Longinus the lav-ycr (a man bereft of Iwth his 
eyes) objected it was that in the ancient pedigree of his own 
house and lineage he hud set up again * the images of Gnius 
Cassius, one of them that murdered Caesar ; to Pactus 
Thrasca, for having a stem and severe countenance like a 
pedagogue. Wien these with other were appointed once 
to die, he allowed them no more than one hour's respite to 
live after, and bemuse no further delay might come between, 
he put unto them chirurgeons (in care they lingered and made 
no haste) to cure tlicm out of hand (for that was tlic term 
he used), meaning thereby to cut their veins and let tliem 
bleed to dcatli. It is verily thought also, that to a certain 
great cater* (an Egyptian bom), that used to feed on raw 
flesh -and whatsoever was given him, he had a great desire to 
cast men alive, for to be quartered, cut in pieces, and devoured 
by him Being lifted and puffed up with these as it were 
so great successes, he said that no prince ever knew* what 
he might do ; and oftentimes he cast out many words, be- 
tokening very significantly that he would not .spare the 
senators remaining behind, but one day utterly rase* that 
order and degree out of the commonwealth, and pennit the 
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gentlemen cf Rome nnd hR' irf'^dnien only to rule province*! 
nnd linvc the conduct oi ;>nnic“!. Ortec, neith'-r nt hLs com- 
ing home nor point; forth nnywhithrr voudnafctl he to 
kiss :iny one of them, no, nor ro nutcli ric. once to rconJute 
them ; and when with formal compliment.'- he entered ti{>or! 
Jiis work of clipping ihrcmph [th'-j i'thriu:s’, he wished nnd 
prayed aloud before a frecjucnl audience, that dm entcrprivr 
might s]r>ecd well and turn to the v.'isal of hitn'tclf and the 
people of Rome, concealinp and stipj>rc>.':ing all mention of 
the senate 

S8. But yet for rdl that h- spared not the people nor forbore 
the very walls and huildinpa of hl> rriuntiy the city. Wlien 
one in common talk njxm a linv chanced to snv, 

V.'licii vit.i! tvrr.vt’i - , f’.Til from me, 
her cartli with lire imme.Ri! Ik, 

"Kay, Hither, '■ quoth he. " 'K.inr- .V„-ro-5,’’ 


\\hii'-s vir.al breath remain.-, in me. 

And even so he did indeed : for be-lng oficnded n.s it were 
with the ill-ftivourcd furliion of the old hon‘« as also with 
the narrow, crooked, and winding streets, he set the city of 
ome on fire so apparently that many citizens of consul’s 
degrw, taking his dianiberlains ‘ in die nianner * with inatdies, 
toudnvood, and hurds’ in dicir inc-ssunpes widiin the city 
would not once lay hand on them but let them alone ; vc.'i, 
and gamers and storehoures about his golden edi- 

fice (for that the plot of ground on which they were situate 
us min stoo mMt unto) were by war-engines forcibly shaken, 

Sr wdth stone 

cricp TTi^r seven nights together raged he in this 

to toll- driving the common people 

r ‘"f ‘ Uienisclvcs* die while 

time monuments of the dead. During tliis 

Tthem 1 . ? number of houses standing apart from 

in old rile ■•'ud J^uildings of noble captains 

enen^ts^b with the spoils of 

dedicated by the anaent kmgs first and afterarards in die 
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Punic* and Gallic wars, burned all on a light fire [Aug. 82] ; 
and in one word, whatsoever remained from old time worth 
the seeing and memorable was consumed. This fire beheld he 
daily out of Maecenas’ high tower®, and taking joy (as he 
said himself) at the beautiful flame that it made, chanted 
the winning and destruction of Troy in that musician’s 
habit wherein he was wont to sing upon the stage. And 
because he would not miss, but lay fast hold upon all the 
booty and pillage which possibly he could come by even from 
thence also, having promised free leave to cast forth dead 
carcasses and rid away the rammel of the ruins, look, what 
rehcs remained of aU their goods and substance imbumt, he 
permitted not one to go unto it. Finally, not only by receiv- 
ing, but also by exacting contributions from all parts, he 
beggared well-near the provinces and consumed the wealth 
of private persons. 

89 . To amend the matter well, unto these harms and 
reproachful dishonours of the State so great as they were, 
arising from the prince, there happened also some other 
calamities by chance and fortune ; to wit, a pestilence con- 
tinuing one autumn, whereby thirty thousand burials were 
reckoned in the record^ of Libitina^ “ ; an unfortunate loss in 
Britain, wherein two principal town’s of great importance 
were sacked®, with great slaughter besides of Roman citizens 
and allies ; a shameful disgrace received in the East by 
reason that the Roman legions in Armenia were put under 
the yoke as slaves, and Syria was hardly and with much ado 
kept in terms of allegiance. But a wonder it was to see, 
and a thing especially to be noted, that amid aU these mis- 
fortunes he took nothing less to the heart than the shrewd [35] 
checks* and reviling taunts of men, and was to none more 
mild than to such as had provoked him, either with hard 
speeches or opprobrious verses. 

Many infamous libels and defamatory words both in Greek 
and Latin were publicly written or otherwise cast and spread 
abroad against him as for example these : 

’Op^OTTjs, iinyrpoKrivoi. 

Ne<5p'u;L40ov, ISiay ^‘ijripa 

Nero, Orestes®, Alcmajon®, did shorten mother’s life; 

Nero slew his ®, when newly her he wedded ® as his wife. 
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Quis r.egc! Anucir v'.apia dr ctirpe Neror.nn? 

Sustuht hic n:atrem, smtuHI illr palrcvi. 

Wlio can deny, of great Acnc.-is our Nero .sprang to be 
That nd hB mother of her life, as Sire ’ from fire did he* ? 

Dum icndit ctlhdraKi duv: comua Parifius, 

!\’ostfr et:t Paeav., illr Ilecaielrlelrs. 

Whiles our Nero bendeth liis harp* while Parthian his bow ; 
Our prince shall be Paean, he Hccntcbcictcs *. 

Roma donuts firl ■ Vcios migrate, Quitiirs, 

St non el I'emr otcupat tsia domus. 

Rome will become a dwelling house » ; to Vcii flit apace, 
Quiritcr.. lest this house before ye come t.akc up the place. 


But no search made he after the aiitliors hereof, and some 
of them, being by the impeachcr convented [2] before the 
senate, he would not suffer to sustain any grievous punish- 
ment. As he passed bj* in the open .street, Isidorus the 
Cynic* had checked him aloud in these terms, that he used 
to chant the calamities of Nauplius ^ very’ well, but disposed 
of his own goods as^badly. .And Datus, a player of the 
Atellane comedies in'a certain sonnet singing tlicse words 
Tyiair, rrdrtp. Farewell, father, 'Yyiou-t p-jrr/i, Farewell, 
mother, had acted the same so significantly as that he feigned 
e one drinking and the other swimming, to express thereby 
he end of Claudius” and Agrippina” ; and in tlic last con- 
clusion of aU, with these words 


Orcus vohis ducil pedes. 

Now Pluto leadcUi forth your feet >=, 

Nero ^oted the senate. Tlie actor and philosopher 

dthcrtr r.T' Ko-= sod My. 

STn ““ “d infray. «’ «Ia. 

'"'S“ “in npanLrovote 

pregnant wots to work upon him. 

this little less tbs haWng endured such an emperor as 

sook him clean. An^fiS thTc ^ 

Tineleader nf ^ ^ following as the 

Slver^ed Z Vindex, who that very 

hZn ‘ "" P^Pr^etor. Foretold it had 

g g unto Nero by the astrologers that one day he 
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should be left forlorn. Whereupon this suying was most 
rife in his mouth, 

rratra yaTit 

An artisan of any kind 

In cverj' land will living find, 

SO that he might the better be excused and borne withal 
for studying and practising the art of minstrelsy and sing- 
ing to the harp, as a skill delightful unto him now a prince, 
and needful for him anothet day a private person. Yet 
some there were who promised unto him so forsaken the 
government of the East parts, and others by special name 
the kingdom of Jerusalem ; but most of them warranted 
him assuredly the re.stitution of his former estate. And 
being inclined rather to rest upon this hope, when he had 
lost Britain and Armenia and recovered them both again, 
he thought himself discharged then and quit from the fatal 
calamities destined unto him. But sending one time to the 
oracle of Apollo at Delphi and hearing this answer from thence, 
that he must beware of the year seventy-three as who would 
say he was to die in that year (of his own age) and not before, 
and divining no whit of Galba’.s j’cars, with, so a.ssured con- 
fidence he conceived in his heart not only long life but also a 
perpetual and singular felicity, that when he had lost bj' ship- 
wreck things of exceeding price, he stuck not [Cal. 25] to say 
among his familiars that the fishes would bring the same again 
imto him *, 

At Naples advertised he was of the rebellion in Gaul, which 
feu out to be the very same day of the year on which he had 
killed his mother. But he look this news so patiently and 
carelessly that he gave suspicion even of joy and content- 
ment, as if occasion had been offered and presented thereby 
to make spoil (by the law of arms) of those most rich and 
wealthy provinces ; and straightways going forth into the 
gymnasium *, he beheld with exceeding great earnestness and 
delight the wrestlers and champions striving for the prize. 
At supper-time also, being interniptcd with letters importing 
more tumults atid troubles still, thus far forth only he grew into 
cholcr and indignation as that he threatened mischief to them 
who had revolted®. To conclude, for eight days together 
he never went about to write back unto any man nor to give 
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any charge or direction at all, but buried the matter quite in 
silence. 

41. At the last, thoroughly moved and nettled with the 
contumelious edicts of Vindex coming so thick one in the 
neck of another [ 15 ]. he exhorted the senate in a letter written 
unto them to revenge him and the commonwealth, alleging 
for an e.xcuse the quinsy* whereof he w.is sick and therefore 
could not himself be present in person. But nothing vexed 
him so much as this ; that he was by him blamed for an un- 
skilful musician’, and because instead of Nero he called him 
Ahenobarbus’. And verily, as touching this name appro- 
priate to his house and family, wherewith he w.as thus in con- 
tumelious manner twitted, he jwofessed to resume the same 
and to lay aw.aj' the otlier that came by adoption All other 
reviling taunts and slanders he confuted as mere f.alse by no 
other argument than this, that unskilfulncss, forsooth, was 
objected unto him in that very art, which he had so painfully 
studied and brought to so good perfection, and therewith 
asked them eft-soons one by one, w’hether they^ had ever known 
a more cxccllcn I musician than himself. But when messengers 
came still one after another, in great fear he returned to Rome. 
And having his heart lightened but a little in the way with 
a v.iin and foolish presage, by occasion that he espied and 
obseta’cd engraven upon a monument a certain Frencli 
soldier with a Roman knight overmatched in fight and trailed 
along by the hair of the head, he at this sight leaped for joy 
and worshipped the heavens. Neither then, verily, did he so 
much as consult in public %vith the senate or assemble tlie 
people, but only call forth home to his house some of the chief 
and principal persons among them. And having dispatched 
in great haste this consultation, the rest of that day he led 
them all about to his musical water-instruments of a strange 
device and fashion not before known ; and showing every one 
by itself unto them, discoursing also of the reason and difficult 
workmanship of each one, he promised even anon to bring 
them all forth into tlie open theatre, if Vindex would give 
him leave 


42. After that he imderstood besides how Galba likervise 


and the provinces of Spain were revolted, he fell down at once ; 
his heart was then daunted and clean done ; and so he lay 
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a good while speechless in a trance and ready, as one would 
say, to go out of the world. And so soon as he came again 
to himself, he rent his clothes, heat and knocked his heady 
saying plainly that he was utterly undone ; yea, and when his 
nurse came about him to comfort his poor heart, telling him 
that the like accidents had befallen to other princes also before 
him, he answered again, that he above all the rest suffered 
miseries never heard of nor known before, thus in his life-time 
to forgo and lose his empire. Neither yet for all this struck he 
sail one whit in laying away or leaving out one jot of his ordin- 
ary riot and supine slothfulness ; nay, when some little 
inkling was given of good news out of the provinces as he sat 
at a most sumptuous and plentiful supper, he pronounced 
even with express gesture like a player certain ridiculous 
rhymes, and those set to lascivious and wanton measures, 
against the chieftains of rebellion ; and what were those ? even 
stale stuff and commonly known already. Being also secretly 
conveyed into the tlieatre, he sent word unto a certain player 
acting his part with great contentment of them that saw and 
heard him, that he did but abuse his occupations ^ 

43. Immediately upon the beginning of this fearful tum\ilt ‘ 
it is credibly thought that he intended many designs and 
those very cruel and horrible, yet such as agreed well enough 
with his natural humour ; namely, to send underhand suc- 
cessors and murderers of all those that were commanders 
of armies and regents of provinces, as if they all had con- 
spired and dra^vn in one and the selfsame line*; item, to 
massacre all banished persons wheresoever and the French- 
men every one that were to be found in Rome, those because 
they should not band and combine with them that revolted, 
these as complices \vith their own countrymen and their 
abetters ; item, to permit the armies for to make spoil and 
havoc of the provinces in Gaul ; item, to poison all the senate 
generally at some appointed feast ; last of all, to fire Rome and 
let wild beasts loose among the people, that thereby there 
might be more ado and greater difficulty to save the city. 

But being scared from these designs, not so much upon 
any repentance as despair of their accomplishment, and 
persuaded withal that necessary it was to make a voyage and 
warlike expedition, the consuls then in place he deprived of 
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their government before the due time and himself alone 
entered upon the consulship in their rooms, as if forsooth the 
destinies had so ordained that Gaul could not be subdued but 
by a (sole) consul®. Having then taken into his hands the 
knitches of rods *, when after meat he withdrew himself aside 
out of his dining-chamber, leaning upon the shoulders of his 
familiar friends, he protested that so soon as ever he was come 
into the province he would show himself unarmed before 
the armies and do nothing else but weep ; and after he had 
once by that means reclaimed the authors of the revolt and 
brought them to repentance, sing merrily the day follo\ving 
songs of triumph mth them that rejoiced with him, “ whfch 
songs,” quoth he, " ought with all speed even now to be com- 
posed for me." 

44. In the preparation of this warlike voyage his special 
care was to choose forth meet wagons for the carriage of his 
musical instruments ; to cut and poll the concubines which 
he earned out wth him like men, and to furnish them with 
battle-axes and little bucklers after the Amazonian fashion. 
This done, he cited the city tribes to take the military oath ; 
and when no serviceable men would answer to their names, he 
enjoined all masters to set forth a certain number of bond- 
servants, neither admitted he out of the whole family and 
household of every man but such only as were most approved, 
excepting not so much as their stewards or clerks and secre- 
taries. He commanded likewise all degrees to allow and con- 
tribute towards this expedition part of their estate according 
as they were valued in the censor’s book ; and more than so, 
the tenants inhabiting private messuages and great houses 
standing by themselves to pay out of hand ® in yearly pension 
to his exchequer. He exacted also, with great scomfulness® 
and extremity®, good money rough and new-coined, silver fine 
and full of risings *, gold pure and red as fire ®, insomuch as 
most men openly refused the payment of all contributions, 

emanding in a general consent, that what money soever pro- 
moters [32] had received for their informations should rather 
be required back again at their hands. 

45. By the^ dearth like^vise of com, look, what hatred was 
conceiTC against the gainers®, the same grew heavy upon 

or it fell out by chance that in this public famine 
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word came of a ship® of Alexandria®, how it was arrived 
freighted with a kind of dust for the wrestlers of Nero his 
court. Having thus stirred up and kindled the hatred of 
all the world against him, there was no contumelious despite 
but he sustained. To one statue of his, just behind the crown 
of the head, was set a chariot® with an imprese* in Greek 
to this effect : Now in truth, and not before, is the combat •> ; 
and again. Now or never hale and draw To the neck of 
another there was tied a leather-bag®, and therewith this 
title : What could I do ® ? But thou hast deserved a very 
leather budge®® indeed. This miting also was fastened 
upon the columns : Now with his chanting he hath awakened 
the Gauls ® And by this time many there were who, in the 
night season making semblance of chiding and brawling with 
their servants, called often for a Vindex c. 

46. Besides all this, he took affright at the manifest por- 
tents as well new as old, of dreams, of prodigies ®, and of osses 
[Cl. 27]. For whereas before time he was never wont to 
dream, when he had murdered his mother'* once' there 
appeared visions in his sleep, him thought he saw the helm 
of a ship wrested out of his hand as he steered it ; and that 
by his wife Octavia he was haled into a very narrow and blind 
place, one while that he was covered aU over with a multitude 
of winged ants, another while that the images of brave men 
descended of noble houses dedicated in Pompey’s theatre 
went round about him and debarred him from going forward. 
Also, that his ambling gelding wherein he took most delight 
was in most parts transfigured into the form of an ape, but 
having his head only sound and entire did set up a loud and 
shrill-voiced neighing. Out of the mausoleum ®, when all the 
doors thereof flew of their o^vn accord open, a voice was heard 
calling him by name. Upon the kalends of January, his 
domestic gods, garnished and adorned (as they were) at the 
very time when the sacrifice was in preparing, fell all down ®. 
And as he was observing the signs by bird-flight, Sporus 
presented him with a ring for a New-year’s gift, in the precious 
stones whereof was engraven the ravishing and carr5dng away 
of Proserpina. At the solemn nuncupation [Aug. 97] of his 
vows, whenas a great and frequent number of all degrees were 
already assembled together, the keys of the Capitol could 
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hardly be found. What time as out of life invective oration 
against Vindex these words were rehearsed in the senate, 
that such wicked persons should suffer punishment, they all 
cried out with one voice, Ttt facies, Auguste, Thou shalt so 
do, O Augustus. This also had been observed, that tlic last 
tragedy which he acted and sang in public place was Oedipus 
the Banished, and just as he pronounced this verse, 

Oarrir fi’ irayt ai'yyafict, 

How can I cliuse but death desire. 

Thus bidden by wile, by mother and sire ? 

he fell down *. 

47. In this meanwhile, when news came that all the other 
armies also [liad] rebelled, the letters delivered unto him as he 
sat at dinner he tore in pieces, overthrew the table, and two 
cups of cry'stal, out of which he took the greatest pleasure to 
drink and which he called Homeric for certain verses of 
Homer “ engraven and wought upon them, he dashed against 
the paved floor. Tlien, after he had received a poison of 
Locusta mid put it up in a golden box, he went directly into 
the hortyards of the Servilii’, where, having sent before his 
most trusty frcedincn unto Ostia for to rig and prepare a 
fleet to sea, he sounded the tribunes and centurions of the 
guard, whether tlicy would bear him company and flee with 
him, or no. But when some of them made it coy’ and kept 
some halting ’, others in plain terms refused, and one also cried 
out aloud. 

Usque adeonc mori miseriini rsl?^ 

Wliat ! is it such a mi.scrj’ 

To leave this life and so to die ? 

he cast about and thought of many and sundry shifts ; whether 
he should go as a humble suppliant unto the Parthians or to 
Galba, or whether it w’ere best for him, arrayed all in black, 
to come abroad into the city and there in open place before the 
Rostra, with all the rueful and piteous moan that he could 
possibly make, crave pardon for all that was past, and unless 
he could turn the people’s hearts unto mercy *, make suit to 
have if it were but the deputyship [prefecture] of Egypt 
granted unto him ®. Certes, found there was afterwards in 
his cabinet a speech of his own penning, as touching this 
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argument but men think he was scared from this enterprise, 
as fearing lest before he thither could come® he should be 
pulled in pieces.' 

Thus, putting off all farther cogitation of this matter unto 
the next day, and awakened about midnight®, when he under- 
stood that the guard of his soldiers was retired and gone, 
he leaped forth of his bed and sent all about to his friends. 
But because no word was brought back from any of them, 
himself accompanied with a few about him went to every 
one of their lodgings ; where finding all doors shut and no 
body to make him answer he returned to his bed-chamber, 
by which time his keepers also and warders were slipped from 
thence, but they had stolen away first the hangings and 
furniture of his chamber, yea, and sent out of the way the 
box aforesaid with the poison. Then straightway he sought 
for Spicillus the sword-fencer, or any other common huckster 
he cared not who, by whose hand he might receive his death’s 
wound, but finding none, " Well,” quoth he, ” and have I 
neither a friend nor a foe ? ” And so he runs forth as if he 
would have thrown himself headlong into [the] Tiber. 

48 . But having reclaimed ^ once again that violent mood, he 
desired some more secret retiring place, wherein he might 
lurk awhile and recall his wits together. And when Phaon 
his freedman made offer unto him of a farm-house [villa] 
of his, that he had by the city side about four miles off, be- 
tween the highways Salaria and Nomentana, bare-footed 
as he was and in his shirt he cast over it a cloak all sullied 
and which had lost the colour ; and so, covering his head and 
holding a handkerchief before his face, to horseback he went, 
having not above four persons in his company, of which 
Sporus made one And being by and by affrighted with an 
earthquake and lightning that flashed against his face, he 
heard withal as an outcry and shout {from the camp hard by) 
of the soldiers ossing [46] all mischief at him and all good unto 
Galba ; yea, and one of the passengers that he met, sa5dng. 
These be they that pursue Nero, as also another asking. What 
news in Rome of Nero ? Now by occasion that his horse 
under him, scenting a dead carcass that was thrown out in the 
way, started and flung at one side, his face was discovered and 
himself known of one Missicius® a praetorian soldier, who 

299 



li;’ i "il 'f \,'j \ ; 

NERO CLAUDIUS CAESAR 

saluted him by his name, men they were come to the next 
lane turning out of the roadway, their horses they forsook and 
turned them up ; and so among thickets of shrubs, rough 
bushes and briers, with much ado through a narrow path 
■ttuthin a reed-plot and not without clothes' spread under 
foot, he got at length as far as to the wall of the country- 
house abovesaid over and against him. There when the 
said Phaon persuaded him to bestow himself the mean- 
while within a pit, from whence sand had been cast forth, 
“ Nay,'* quoth he, " I ^vilI never go quick underground ” ' ; and 
so, after he had stayed a little (while there was a secret way 
a-making to let him into the farm-house), he ladled up water 
with his own hand out of a ditch under him, minding to 
drink ; " and this,” quoth he, “ is Nero’s decocted" water.” 
After this, because his cloak was tom among the bushes and 
briers aforesaid he rid it from the prickly sprigs that were 
ran through and stuck therein, and so creeping upon all fours 
through a straight and narrow hole digged in the wall for 
him, received he was into the next back room®, where he 
laid him down on a pallet made of a simple scant mattress, 
and an old overworn cloak cast over it for a coverlet. Now 
when hunger came upon him and thirst withal the second 
time, the browm and coarse bread verily which was oHered 
unto him he refused, but of warm water he drank a pretty 
draught, 

49. l\Tienas each one called then instantly on every side 
upon him to deliver himself with all speed from the reproachful 
contumelies and abuses whereto he was hourly' subject, 
he commanded a grave to be made before his face, and gave 
a measure therefor according to the jnst proportion of his 
body ; and therewith, if any pieces of marble stone might be 
found about the house, to be laid in order ; that water also 
and wood should be got together for his dead body to be 
washed anon therewith, weeping at every word he spake and 
inserting ever and anon this pitiful speech, Qunlis artijex 
■pereo ! ' WTiat an excellent artisan am I ! and yet now must I 
die®. 

MTiile some stay was made about these complements', 
Piiaon’s courier® brought certain letters which he intercepted 
and snatched out of his hands. And reading therein that he 
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prison (into which he was cast” at the beginning of the first 
tumult permitted so much i®. 

50 . His funeral was performed wth the charges of 200,000 
sesterces ; his corpse was carried forth to burial enwrapped 
wthin white clothes of tinsel woven \vith gold-wire between, 
the very same that he had worn upon the kalends of January. 
His relics® Ecloge and Alexandra, his two nurses, together 
%vith Acte his concubine, bestowed within the monument 
belonging to the house of the Domitii his ancestors, which is 
to be seen out of Mars* Field, situate upon the knap of a hill 
within their hortyards. In which sepulchre his chest®, made 
of porph3'rite marble, with an altar (as it were) or table of 
white marble of Luna® standing upon it, was enclosed round 
about with a fence of Thasian ‘ marble-stone. 

51 . He was for stature almost of complete height®, his 
body full of specks and freckles and foul of skin besides, 
the hair of his head somewhat yellow, his countenance and 
visage rather fair than lovely and well-favoured®, his eyes 
grey and somewhat with the dimmest, his neck full and fat, 
his belly and paunch bearing out, with a pair of passing slender 
spindle-shanks, but \vithal he was very healthful. For 
being as he was so intemperate and most riotously given, in 
fourteen years' space he never fell sick but thrice, yet so as 
he neither forbare drinking of wine nor anything else that he 
used to do. About the trimming of his body and wearing of 
his clothes [he was] so nice as it was shameful, insomuch as 
he would always have the bush of his head laid and plaited by 
curls in degrees ®, but what time as he travelled in Achaia he 
drew it backward also from the crowm of his head and wore it 
long®. For the most part, he wore a dainty and effeminate 
pied garment called s3mthesis, and with a fine lawn neckerchief 
bound about his neck he went abroad in the streets, ungirt, 
untrussed and unshod. 

52 . Of all the liberal sciences in manner [Cal. 34] he had a 
taste when he was but a child ; but from the study of philo- 
sophy his mother turned his mind, telling him it was repugnant 
to one who another day was to be a sovereign, and from 
the knowledge of ancient orators his master Seneca withdrew 
him, because he would hold him the longer in admiration of 
himself. And therefore, being of his own accord readily 
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inclined to poetry, he made verses voluntarily and without 
pain, neither- did he (as some think) set forth other men s 
poems as his own. There have come into my hands writing- 
tables and books containing verses very famous and well- 
known abroad, written with his own hand ; so as a man may 
easily see they were not copied out of other books, nor yet 
taken from the mouth of any other that indited them, but 
plainly penned, as a man would say, by one that studied for 
them, and, as they came in his head, so put them down ; 
so many blots and scrapings out, so many dashes and inter- 
linings were in them. 

63. No small delight he had beside in painting, and most 
of all in forging and moulding counterfeits. But above all 
he was ravished and lifted up with popularity and praise of 
men, desirous therefore to imitate and equal them who by 
any means pleased the humours and contented the minds 
of the common people. There went an opinion and speech of 
him that, after he had gained the coronets for his musical 
feats performed upon the stage, he would at the next five 
years’ revolution^ go unto the Olympic games and contend 
for the prize among the champions there, for he practised 
wrestling continually. Neither beheld he the gymnastic 
games throughout aU Greece otherwise than sitting below 
within the stadium®, [in] the manner of the judges and um- 
pires of such, masteries ; and if any pairs® of them drew 
too far back out of the appointed place, to pluck* them 
with his own hands into the middle again. He had intended 
moreover (since he was reputed to have equalled Apollo in 
singing and matched the sun in charioteering) to imitate 
also the worthy acts of Hercules. And men say there was a 
lion prepared, which he, all-naked, should either with his 
club brain or else with straight clasping between his arms 
throttle and crush to death within the amphitheatre in the 
sight of all the people. 

54. Certainly, a litGe before his end he had openly made a 
vow that in case he continued still in good and happy estate, 
represent he would likewise at the games, in his own person 
after victory obtain^, an organist and player upon water- 
instruments, upon t& flute also and hautboy, yea, and a bag- 
piper, and on the jfast day (of the said games) an actor of 
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interludes, wliat time he would dance and gesture Tumus in 
Virgil. And some write that Paris the actor was by him 
killed, as a concurrent [Cal. 35] that stood in his way and 
eclipsed his light. 

55. A desire he had (foolish and inconsiderate though it 
were) of eternity and perpetual fame. And therefore, abolish- 
ing the old names of many things and places, he did upon 
then new after his own. The month April also he called 
Ncroneus. He meant moreover to have named Rome Nero- 
polis >. 

50. All religions wheresoever he had in contempt, unless it 
were that only of the Syrian goddess*. And yet soon after 
he despised her so far that he polluted her’ with urine, by 
occasion that he was wonderfully addicted to another super- 
stition, wherein alone he continued and persevered most 
constantly. For having received in free gift a little puppet 
representing a young girl at the hands of a mean commoner 
and obscure person, as a remed}', forsooth, or defensative’ 
against all treacheries and secret practices, and thereupon 
slraightways chancing to discover a con.spiracy, he held it for 
the sovereign deity above all, and persisted honouring and 
worshipping it cverj' day with three sacrifices. Nay, he would 
have men believe that he foreknew things to come bjf adver- 
tisement and warning given from her. Some few months 
before he lost his life, he took regard also of the skill in prjdng 
into beasts’ entrails, which he observed indeed, but never sped 
well [15] therewith, nor gained thereby the favour of the gods. 

57. He died in the two-and-thirtieth year of his age, that 
very day of the year on which in times past he had murdered 
his wife Octavia, and by his death brought so great joy unto 
the people generally, that the commons wore caps *, and ran 
sporting up and down throughout th,' city. Yet there wanted 
not some who a long time after decked his tomb with gay 
flowers that the spring and summer do afford, and who one 


while brought forth his images clad in robes embroidered with 
purple guards before the Rostra, othy.rwhile published his 
edicts, as if he had been yet living and would shortly return to 
the great mischief of his enemies. Inoreover, Vologaesus, 
king of the Parthians, when he sent his ambassadors unto the 
senate for to treat about the renewing of '^league and alliance 
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THE HISTORY OF 
SERVIUS SULPICIUS GALBA 

1. The progeny* of the Caesars ended in Nero. Which that 
it would so come to pass appeared verily by many signs, 
but by two of all other most evident. As Livia in time's past, 
immediately after her marriage with Augustus, went to see 
a manor-house and land of her own in the Veientine territory, 
it fortuned that an eagle soaring over her head let fall into her 
lap a white hen, holding in her bill a laurel branch even as 
she had caught it up. And thinking it good to have both the 
fowl kept and the said branch set in the ground, behold 
there came of the one such a goodly brood of chickens®, 
that even at this day the very house aforesaid is called Ai 
Gallinas ®, and sprung of the other so fair a row of bay-trees, 
that all the Caesars when they were to ride in triumph gathered 
from thence their laurel garlands®. And as the manner was, 
that when any of them triumphed they should prick down ‘ 
straightways others in the same place, so it was observed like- 
\vise that a little before the death of every one the tree by him 
planted did mislike® and die. In the last year therefore of 
Nero not only the whole grove of bay-trees withered to the 
very root, but all the hens there died every one. And anon 
after the temple of the Caesars being® struck with bghtning, 
the heads withal of their statues fell down all at once and the 
sceptre of Augustus was shaken out of his hands ' ». 

2. After Nero succeeded Galba, in no degree allied unto the 
house of the Caesars, but without all question a right noble 
gentlemaii of a great and ancient race*, as who in the titles 
Md mscnptions over his own statues wrote himself always 
the nephew® once removed of Quintus Catulus Capitolinus ; 
and being once emperor, did set up also in his hall® the lineal 
process and race of his house, wherein he deriveth his descent 
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by the father’s side from Jupiter, and by his mother from 
Pasiphae, the ^vife of king Minos. 

3 . To prosecute the images and laudatory testimonials 
belonging to the whole stock and hneage in general were 
a long piece of work ; those only of his own family \\t 11 I 
briefly touch. The first of all the Sulpicii why and where- 
upon he bore the surname of Galba, there is some doubtful 
question. Some think it came by occasion of a town in Spain, 
which after it had been a long time in vain assaulted, he at 
length set on fire with burning brands besmeared all over 
with galbanum ^ ; others, for that in a long sickness which he 
had, he used continually galbeum, that is to say, a cure with 
remedies enwrapped within wool ® ; some again, because he 
seemed to be very fat, and such a one the French do name 
galba ; or contrariwise, in regard that he was as slender as 
are those creatures (or worms) ® which breed in the trees called 
aesculi and be named galbae. 

This family one Servius Galba, who had been consul and in 
his time most eloquent, ennobled first and made renowned, 
who, by report, ruling the province of Spain as praetor, having 
treacherously ® put to sword 30,000 ® Lusitanians, was the cause 
of the Viriathian ’ w'ar. His nephew being maliciously bent 
against Julius Caesar (whose lieutenant he had been in Gaul) 
for a repulse that he took in suing to be consul, joined in the 
conspiracy with Cassius and Brutus, for which condemned 
he was by the Paedian law. From this man descended 
immediately the grandsire and father of this Galba the 
emperor. His grandfather for his book and learning was 
more famous than for any dignity in commonweal that ever 
he attained unto ; for he arose no higher than to the degree 
of a praetor, but many histories he wrote, and those not 
slightly nor negligently composed. His father bore the 
honourable office of consul, a man very low of stature and 
withal crowch-backed®, and having but a mean gift in oratory 
yet used he to plead causes industriously. Two wives he had, 
Mummia Achaica, the niece of Catulus and once removed of 
Lucius Mummius. who razed and destroyed Corinth ; likewise 
Livia Ocellina, an exceeding wealthy lady and a beautiful. 
Of whom for liis noble blood sake it is thought he was wooed * ; 
yea, and somewhat the more hotly, after that (upon her im- 
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portunale suit) he stripped himscH once out of ids clothes in a 
secret place before her, and revealed the imperfection of his 
body, because he would not seem to deceive her for want of 
knowledge. By Achaica he had issue Gains and Servius. Of 
whom Gains, the cider, having wasted his estate and spent all, 
left the city of Rome, and was by Tiberius prohibited to put in 
Ins lot for to be chosen proconsul in his year*, whereupon 
voluntarily he killed himself, 

4. To come now unto Sciadus Galba the emperor, bom he 
was when Marcus Valerius Mcssalla and Gnaens Lcntulus were 
consuls, the ninth day before the kalends of January, in a 
countrj'-house situate under* a little hill near unto Tarra- 
cina, on the left hand as men go to Fundi. Being adopted 
by his stepmother*, he assumed the name of Lmus, and 
the surname Occlla’, dianging his forename withal; for 
afterwards, even unto the lime of his empire, he was forc- 
named Ludus instead of Servius. It is for certain known that 
Augustus (what time as little Galba among other hoi's like 
himself saluted him) took him by his pretty cheek* and said, 
Kai (TV, TtKi'ov, tt}? (Ipxys y/iur- so/jayifcTj, * " And thou 
also, my child, shall have a taste one day of our sovereign rule.” 
Tiberius likewise, when he had knowledge once Uiat he • should 
be emperor, but not before old age, " Go to,” quotli he, " let 
him live, a God's name, seeing it is nothing to us.” Also, as 
his grandfather was sacrificing for the expiation of an adverse 
flash of lightning* (what time an eagle caught out of his hands 
the inwards of the beasts, carried them away, and bestowed 
them in an oak bearing mast *), answer was given imto him by 
the soothsayers out of tlicir learning, that thereby was por- 
tended and forcshowTi unto hk house sovereign govern- 
ment. but it would be late first. Then he again, by way 
of i^ion, " Yc say very true indeed ; that wiU be,” quoUi he, 
w en a mule shall bring forth a foal.” Afterwards, when 
t rs Galba beg^ to rebel and aspire uirto the empire, nothing 
heartened him in this design of his so much as the foaling of a 
mule : for when aU men besides abhorred this foul and mon- 
strous prodigy, he alone took it to be most fortunate, calling to 
remembrMce the foresaid sacrifice and the speech of his 
grandfather. 

Wlien he had newly put on his virile gown, he dreamt Uiat 
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Fortune spake these words unto him, namely, how she stood 
before his door all-weary, and unless she were let in the sooner, 
she should become a prey unto whomsoever she met. No 
sooner awakened he and opened his port hall-door®, but he 
found hard by the entry “ a brazen image of the said goddess 
about a cubit long ; which he carried away vnth him in his 
bosom to Tusculum where he was wont to summer, and having 
consecrated it in one part of his house there, worshipped the 
same from that time forward with monthly supplications, and 
a vigU “ all night long once every year. And albeit he was 
not yet come to his middle and staid age, yet retained he 
most constantly this old manner of the city (which was 
now worn out of use, but that it continued still in his house 
and lineage) that his freedmen and bondservants should duly 
twice a day present themselves all together before him, and 
one by one in the morning salute him \vith a good morrow, 
and in the evening take their leave likewise with a farewell 
and also good night. 

5 . Among the liberal sciences he gave himself to the 
study of the civU law. He entered also into the state of 
wedlock; but having buried his wife Lepida and two sons 
that he had by her, he led always after a single life. Neither 
could he ever by any offer or condition be persuaded to 
marriage again, no, not of dame Agrippina, who by the 
death of Domitius^ became a rvidow, and had by all means 
solicited Galba even while he was the husband of a wife 
and not yet a single man, and insomuch as at a great meet- 
ing of ladies and matrons the mother of his wife Lepida 
[abused] her roundly, yea, and knocked her well for it with 
her own fists. He honoured and affected above all others 
Livia Augusta the empress, through whose grace and favour 
while she lived he became mighty, and by whose will and 
testament when she was dead he had like to have been en- 
riched. For whereas, among others whom she remembered 
in her wiU, he had a special legacy to the value of 50,000,000 
sesterces bequeathed unto him ® ; because the said sum was 
set down in figures and ciphers and not written out at large, 
her heir Tiberius brought it down unto half a million ®, and yet 
even that he never received. 

6. Having entered upon the honourable offices of state 
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before due time by law set down, when he was praetor, during 
the plays and games called Floralia*, he showed a new and 
strange kind of sight, to wit, elephants walking upon ropes. 
After that he governed the province of Aquitania almost 
one whole year. Soon after he bore the ordinary consulship 
in his due time - for the space of six months. And it fell out 
so that, as himself therein succeeded Domitius, the father of 
Nero, so Salvius, the father of Otho, followed immediately 
after him ; a very presage of the event ensuing, whereby he 
came to be emperor just in the middle between the sons of 
them both. Being by Gains ^ Caesar substituted lord-general 
for Gaetulicus, the very next day after he was come to the 
legions, whenas the soldiers at a solemn show which happened 
then to be exhibited clapped their hands, he restrained them 
Nvith this precept », that they should keep their hands within * 
their cloaks “ ; whereupon this b3nvord anon ran rife through 
the camp : 

Discs miles militare, 

Galba est, non Gaetulicus. 

Learn, soldiers, service valorous®, 

Galba is here, and not Gaetulicus •>. 

7. With semblable [C. 39] severity he inhibited all petitions 
for placards^ and passports. The old beaten® soldiers as well 
as the new and imtrained he hardened still with continual 
work and labour ; and having soon repressed the barbarians, 
who by their rodes’ and incursions had now by this time 
broken in violently and set foot within Gaul, he quit himself 
so well and showed such good proof of his army unto Gains S 
also then and there present in proper person, as that among 
an infinite number of forces levied and assembled out of all 
provinces there were none went away with greater testimonies 
of prowess nor received larger rewards than he and his regi- 
ments. Himself above them all was most bravely beseen ‘ in 
this that, marching wth his target before him he marshalled 
^e gallants jousting and running at tilt in the plain field, and 
or that he ran also by the emperor's chariot side for the space 
of twenty miles. 

^ When tidings came that Gains was murdered, and many 
pricked him forward to take the opportunity then offered, 
he preferred quietness and rest. For which cause he stood 
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in especial favour with Claudius, and was admitted into the 
rank of his inward friends ; a man of that worth and reputa- 
tion as that, when he fell suddenly sick (although not very 
grievously), the day appointed for to set forth in the British 
expedition was deferred. He governed Africa as proconsul 
two years, being elected without lots drawing for to settle and 
bring into order that province, far out of frame and disquieted 
as well with the civil mutinies among the soldiers as tumul- 
tuous commotions of the barbarous inhabitants. Which com- 
mission he discharged with great regard of severe discipline 
and execution of justice even in very small matters. A soldier 
of his there was who, during the expedition abovesaid, in a 
great dearth and scarcity of com was accused to have sold a 
residue remaining of his own allowance, to wit, a modius ® of 
wheat for one hundred deniers’; whereupon he gave strait 
commandment that when the said soldier began once to want 
food, no man should be so hardy as to relieve him ; and so for 
hunger he pined to death. As for his civil jurisdiction and 
ministering justice, when there grew some question and 
debate about the proprietary® and right owner of a labouring 
beast®, and slight evidences and presumptions on both sides 
were alleged, as simple witnesses also produced, and there- 
fore^® hard to divine and guess of the truth, he made this 
decree, that the beast should be led hoodwinked unto the 
pool where it was wont to be watered ; and when it was 
imhooded again, he awarded and pronounced the said beast 
to be his, unto whom of its own accord it returned directly 
after it had drunk. 

8. For his brave exploits achieved both in Africa then 
and also in Germany aforetime he received the honour of 
triumphal ornaments and a triple sacerdotal dignity, being 
admitted among the quindecemvirs into the guUd and con- 
fraternity of the Titii®, and the college or society of the 
priests of Augustus®. And from that time unto the midst 
well-near of Nero’s empire he lived for the most part private 
in some retiring place out of the way yet so as he never went 
forth any journey (were it but for exercise by way of gesta- 
tion ®) but he took forth with him in a wagon going hard by 
to the value of 1,000,000 sesterces in gold, until such time 
as, making his abode in a town called Fundi, the regency of a 
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province in Spain named Tarraconensis was offered unto him. 
And it fortuned that when he was newly arrived and entered 
into that province, as he sacrificed \vitbin a public temple, a 
boy among other ministers holding the censer suddenly had all 
tfie hair of his head turned grey. Now there wanted not some 
who made this interpretation, that thereby was signified a 
change in the states’ and that an old man should succeed a 
young, even himself in Nero's stead. And not long after there 
fell a thunderbolt* into a lake* of Cantabria, and found 
there were immediately twelve axes, a doubtless token pre- 
saging sovereign rule. 

9. For eight years’ space he governed that province vari- 
ably and with an uneven hand. At the first sharp he was, 
severe, \iolent, and in chastising verily of trespasses beyond 
all measure extreme. For he caused a banker, for unfaith- 
ful handling and exchange of money, to lose both his hands 
and to have them nailed fast unto his own shop-board; 
a guardian also he crucified for poisoning his ward, whose 
heir he was in remainder. Now, as the party delinquent 
called for the benefit of law and avouched in his plea that 
he was a Roman citizen*, Galba, as if he would allay his 
punishment with some comfort and honour*, commanded 
the cross already made to be changed, and another to be 
reared far higher than the ordinary, and the same laid over 
%vith a white colour. By little and little he grew to be slbth- 
ful, careless, and idle, because he would minister no matter 
unto Nero for to work upon, and for that (as himself was wont 
to say) no man was compelled to render an account of his own 
idleness *. 

As he held the judicial assizes at New Carthage, he had 
intelhgence that Gaul was in a tumult. And while the am- 
bassador* of Aquitania besought him earnestly to send aid, 
the letters of Vindex came in the very nick, exhorting him to 
frame and carry himself as the deliverer and protector of 
mankind, even to take upon him to be their general captain. 
He, making no longer stay upon the point, accepted the oSer, 
partly for fear and in part upon hope. For he had both found 
out the warrants of Nero sent privily unto his agents and pro- 
curators there as touching his death ; and also much con- 
firmed and strengthened he was, as well by most lucky 
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auspices and [Aug, 57} osses as by the prophecy of an honest * 
virgin, so much the rather becattse the verj* same verses con- 
taining the propijccy the priest of Jupiter at Clunia, two 
hundred years past (by warning and direction {jis'cti hitn in a 
dream), find fetched out of an inward and secret vault of the 
temple, delivered then likewise by a m.iiden v.’hich had the 
spirit of prophecy. The meaning and eficct of which verses 
was tliat one day there should arise out of Spain the sovereign 
prince and lord of the whole world. 

10. Tlicrefore, wlsen he had mounted tlie tribunal, ns if he 
intended then the manumitting* of slaves, and set Iwforc 
him in open sight very* many portraits and images of such 
as had been condemned and killed by Kero, while there stwxl 
al,w in his presence a Imy of noble Idond *, whom he had sent 
for of purpose out of one of the Ikalearic. islands liard by, 
where he was exiled’, he iKrwaiied the state of tho^e times, 
\\Trcrcupon Ivcing with one accord saluted emperor yet he, 
professed himself to In; the lieutenant only of the senate 
and people of Ro.mc. After this, having proclaimed a cessa- 
tion of judicial pleas for the time, otu of the commons verily 
of that prosnnee he enrolled both legions and auxiliarirs over 
and above the old am^y, which contained one legion, two 
cornets of horsemen, and three cohorts ; but out of the bettor 
sort, to wit, the nobility and gentry, sucb I mean as for wisdom 
and age went before the rest, lie ordained a bmly of a senate, 
unto whom men should have recourse touching matters of 
greater importance, as need required. He chose forth also 
young gentlemen for the knights' degree, who, continuing still 
the wearing of gold rings, should bo called cx'ocali*, and kept 
watch and ward imstcad of sworn soldiers* about his lodging 
and bcd-diamber. He S'uU out his edicts also in cvcr>' 
province, counselling and persuading all and some to join 
with him in the.se designs, and (proportionally to the means 
that every one had) to help and promote the common cause. 

Mucli about the same time, in the fortification of a town 
which he had chosen to be the capital scat of the war, n ring 
was found of antique work, in the gem or stone whereof was 
engraven the cxprc.ss resemblance of Victory’ “ together with a 
trophy <> ; and soon after a .ship of Alexandria, freighted with 
armour, arrived before Dertosa'*, without pilot, without 
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mariner or passenger, that no man might make any doubt 
but that this war was just, lawful, and undertaken with the 
favour and approbation of the gods. But lo ! suddenly and 
unlooked for, all in manner was dashed and put out of frame. 
One of the two comets of horsemen above-mentioned, as 
bethinking themselves and repenting that they had changed 
their military oath, was at the point to fall away and forsake 
him as he approached the camp, yea, and hardly kept in their 
allegiance to him ; certain slaves also, whom (being prepared 
aforehand to do him a mischief) he had received as a present 
at the hands of a freedman of Nero’s, missed but little of 
killing him, as he passed through a cross-lane to the baines for 
to bath. And surely done the deed they had, but that as they 
exhorted and encouraged one another not to overslip* the 
opportunity presented, they were overheard ; who, being 
examined and asked upon what occasion they spake such 
words, were by torture forced to confess the truth. 


11. Besides these dangers so great there fell out (to help 
the matter well) the death of Vindex ; wherewith, being most 
0 aU am^ed and like to a man utterly forlorn, he went 
wt m a little of renouncing this world and forgoing his own 
e. But by occasion of messengers coming with news from 
e city in the very instant, no sooner understood he that 
ero was slain and aU men in general had sworn aUegiance imto 
I , but he laid away the name of lieutenant and took upon 
. im.t e style of Caesar. So he put himself on his journey clad 
m IS coat-armour, with his dagger hanging doivn from about 
s nec - jvKt before his breast ; neither took he to the use of a 
g vn M ong robe again before they were surprised and sup- 
vj 1 ^. ’ ° made insurrections and rose up in arms against 

tVip ” Rome N3rmphidius Sabinus, captain of 

inA^V^ri"^ ^ Germany, Fonteius Capito, and 

Macer, two Ueutenants. 

and ^ rumour been raised before of his cruelty 

which wem^"^^ Punishing the cities of Spain, 

by W^ v/T to side ^vith him, 

of them aiso^Ti tributes and taxes upon them, some 

leZ ^ f^^^tUng and. razing their walls; like- 

toi tlSTer and procura- 

together with their wives and chUdren ; as also for 
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meltmg a coronet of gold weighing fifteen pounds, which the 
men of Tarraco from out of the old temple of Jupiter had 
presented tmto him, and commanding that the three ounces 
which wanted of the f\ill weight should be exacted and made 
good^. This report was both confirmed and also increased 
upon his first entrance into Rome. For when he would have 
compelled the servitors at sea (whom Nero had made of 
mariners and oarsmen full and lawful soldiers) to return 
again to their former state and condition, when they made 
refusal and besides called malapertly for their eagle and other 
military ensigns, he not only sent in among them a troop of 
horsemen and so trod them under foot, but also executed with 
death every tenth man of them. Semblably the cohort of 
Germans, which in times past had been by the Caesars or- 
dained for the guard of their persons and by many good proofs 
were foimd most trusty, he dissolved, and without any avails 
[Cal. 44 ] and recompense for their service sent them home 
again into their country, pretending that they stood better 
affected unto Gnaeus Dolabella (near unto whose hortyards 
and gardens they quartered) than to him. Moreover, these 
reports also (whether truly or falsely I wot not) went com- 
monly of him by way of mockery ; that when there was a more 
plentiful supper than usual served up before him, he gave a 
great groan thereat. His steward verily in ordinary® cast 
up his books and rendered unto him a breviary of all reckon- 
ings and accounts ; .for his great care and serviceable dili- 
gence he reached unto him a dish of pulse ®. But when Gaius * 
the minstrel played upon the hautboy and pleased him 
wondrous well, he bestowed liberally upon him for his labour 
five good deniers and those he drew with his own hand out 
of his privy purse. 

18. At his first coming therefore he was not so welcome, 
and that appeared at the next solemnity of public shows 
For whenas in the Atellane comedies some had begun a most 
vulgar® canticle with this verse, 

St I venit, lo Simus a villa, 

St; See®, our Simus that country clown 

Is from his farm now come to town, 

the spectators all at once with one accord and voice sung 
out the rest in manner of a respond, and repeating withal 
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the f-aid venc oft, ns the forc-bunh'-n of the ronp, acted (and 
v.'ith pe-.ture) noted him *, 

14. Thus verily with far fjrcan-r favour and authority 
obtained lie tlie empire than man.u'ed tt when he was th'urin, 
notwithst.'uidinr; he f:avc many proofs of an excellent prince ; 
but iiothint: so acceptable were he; pood acts as those wexc 
odious and dLsjih'as.anl rvherein he f.aolted and did nink-s. 
Ruled he was according to the rrill and plc.asurc of three 
persons, wh.orn, dwelling as they did together and tli.at within 
the Pal.itium (rc.ady cvennorc at hi:- tlbovv and in hh ear), niejj 
commonly cstlicd his jK-d-agopties. Tlieie were Titus Junius', 
his lieutenant in Spaan, a man infinitely covetous ; Conieliuf. 
Laco. who being of his coumel and a.ssistance* was advanred 
by him to he captain of the tpmrd, one for hi;:- arrogance and 
luskishnc.ss ’ intolcrahl'' ; and a freedman of his, Icclu*'-, who 
but a little before, being honoured with the golden ring* 
and endowed with the .surname Marctanu.s, lo<)V:ed now for 
to Iw the provost and captain of the praetorian gentle- 
men and hnight'.s degree*. Unto these men. I say, playing 
their part.s and committing outrages correspondent to their 
vicixs in divers hinds, he yielded and wholly gave liimwlf 
to ho abu.sed so much, as that scarcely lie was like himself, 
but ahvay.s variable ; onewliile precise and near, othor- 
whilcs ns remiss and careless, more, I wis, than lyecatnc a 
prince elected and a man of these years *. 

Some honourable persons of both degrec-s' he condemned 
upon the le.ist .suspicion before their cause was heard. The 
freedom of Rome city he seldom granted to any. The pri\d- 
Icge and immunity due to those who had tliree children he 
gave to one or two at most with mucli ado, not to them 
verily but for a certain time limited and .set down. Tlie 
judges making suit for to h.ive a sixth decurj' .adjoined unto 
them, he not only denied flatly, but also this benefit of vaca- 
tion granted unto them by Cl.nudius [Cl. 23], that thej’ should 
not be called forth to sit in the winter season » and at the 
beginning of the year, he took from them. 

15. It was thought also that he purposed to determine and 
limit the offices belonging to senators and gentlemen within 
the compass of two years, and not to bestow the same but 
upon such as were umvilling and refused to take them. The 
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liberalities and bountiful donations of Nero^ he took order 
[Cal. 8] hy a commission directed unto fifty gentlemen of 
Rome® for to be revoked, yea, and the same to be exacted 
for his behoof, allowing out thereof not above the tenth part ; 
with this strait condition moreover, that if actors upon the 
stage or wrestlers and champions othen.vise had sold any 
such donation given unto them aforetime, the same should 
be taken from the buyers, since that the parties who had sold 
the same had spent the money and were not sufficient® to 
repay it. Contrariwise, there was not anything but by the 
means of his followers, favourites and freedmen, he suffered 
either to be purchased for money or granted freely for favour ; 
as for example, customs, imposts, immunities, punishments of 
the innocent and impunity of malefactors. Moreover, whenas 
the people of Rome called upon him for justice, and namely 
to have Halotus and Tigellinus executed, the only men of all 
the bloodhounds and instruments of Nero that rvrought 
most mischief, he saved them from danger, and besides ad- 
vanced Halotus to a most honourable procuratorship, and 
in the behalf of Tigellinus rebuked the people by an edict 
for their cruelty unto hiiri. 

16. Having hereby given offence and discontentment to 
the states and degrees in manner all', yet he incurred the 
displeasure and ill-will most of the soldiers. For when his 
provosts had promised and pronounced unto them (what 
time they swore allegiance unto him) a greater donative 
than usually had been given, he would not make good and 
ratify the same, but eft-soons gave it out, that his manner 
had ever been to choose and not buy his soldiers. And 
as upon that occasion verily he angered all his soldiers where- 
soever, so the praetorians and those of his guard he pro- 
voked moreover with fear and nettled with offering tliem 
indignities; namely, by removing and displacing most of 
them one after another as suspected persons and the adherents 
of Nymphidius. But the forces of Upper Germany grumbled 
and fumed most of aU for being defrauded of their rewards for 
service performed against the Gauls and Vindex. They were 
the first therefore that durst break out into open disobedience, 
and upon New-year’s day refused to take an oath and bind 
themselves in allegiance unto any other than the senate of 
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Rome. Tlu;y intended also to dispatch forthwith an embassy 
unto the praetorian guard, with tlicsc advertisements and 
messages from them, namely, that they were displeased with 
an emperor made in Spain, and therefore themseh-cs should 
elect one whom all the armies in genera! might allow and 
approve. 

17. No sooner lieard he this news but, supposing that he 
wa.s Income contemptible not so much for his old age as 
his childless estate, he pre.^ently, out of the thick throng 
and middle ' multitude that came to salute him, caught liold 
of Piso Frugi Licinianus. a noble young gentleman and of 
excellent parts, one whom in limes past he had made right 
great account of and always* in his will remembered as 
inheritor to succeed in liLs goods and name ; him he now 
called son. him he presented unto the praetorian camp, 
and there before a public assembly adopted. But of the 
foresaid donative not a word all this while, no, not at that 
verj’ time ; whereby he ministered unto Marcus Salvius Otho 
better occasion and readier means to accomplish his enter- 
prises within six days after this adoption. 

18. Many prodigious sights and those presented continu- 
ally even from the verj' first beginning had portended unto 
him such an end as ensued. When all the way as he journeyed 
beasts were sacrificed to do him honour in every town on 
both sides, it chanced that a bull, astonied witli the stroke 
of the butcher's axe, broke the bond wherewith he stood 
tied and ran full upon liis chariot, and rising up with his 
forefeet, all to-besprcinct * and drenched it with blood. As 
he alighted out of it, one of the guard and pensioners about 
him, \vith the thrusting of the throng, had like with his 
spear to have wounded him. As he entered also the city of 
Rome and so passed fonrard up to the Palatium, he was 
welcomed with an eartliquakc and a certain noise resem- 
bling the lowing of a beast. 

But there followed after these greater prodigies still and 
more fearful. He had selected and laid by itself out of all 
his treasure a jewel set thick with pearls and precious stones, 
^ to beautify and adorn his goddess Fortune at Tusculum. 

IS jewel (as if it had been worthy of a more stately and 
sacred place) all of a sudden he dedicated to Venus in the 
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place. There the horsemen having commission and com- 
mandment to kill him, when they had voided [Cal. 58] the 
common people out of the way, and put their horses forward 
through the streets, and espied him afar off, stayed a while 
but afterwards, setting spurs to again, fell upon him and slew 
him outright, forsaken as he was of all his train and followers. 

20. There be that report how at the first uproar he cried 
aloud ; “ What mean ye, my fellow-soldiers ? I am yoiirs, 
and ye are mine,” and withal promised to pay the dona- 
tive. But many more have left in writing, that of himself 
he offered them his throat and willed them (since they thought 
so good) to mind that only which they came for, even to 
strike and spare not. A. strange and wonderful thing it was, 
that of those who were there present not one went about to 
help their emperor, and all that were sent for rejected the 
messenger, saving only a guidon* of German horsemen. 
These, in regard of his fresh demerit [Aug. 57], in that he had 
tenderly cherished and made much of them being sick and 
feeble, hastened to the rescue ; howbeit they came too late, 
by occasion that, being ignorant of the streets and places, 
they took a wrong way and were hindered. 

Killed he was at the lake Curtius*, and there left lying 
even as he was, until such time as a common soldier, as he re- 
turned from foraging and providing of com, threw down his 
load and cut his head off. Now, because he could not catch 
hold of the hair of his head (so bald he was) he hid it in his 
lap, and anon thrust his thumb into his mouth and so brought 
it to Otho, who gave it to the scuUions, lackeys, and varlets ’ 
that follow the camp. These, sticking it upon a spear carried 
it, not without reproachful scorn, all about the camp, setting, 
up ever and anon this note, ” Galba, thou lovely Cupid, take 
thy time, and malce use of thy fresh and youthful years ” ; 
provoked they were especially to such malapert frumps 
[Cal. 56] and flouts, because some days before there ran a rife 
report abroad, that unto one who commended that visage 
and person of his, as continuing still fresh, fair, and vigorous, 
he made this answer, \ 

fioi fUPos (fireiiop 

I have yet still 

My stren'gth at will.* 
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At their hands n freedman of Pat robins Ncronianiis bought 
the same for one Imndred pieces of gold * and flung it into 
that ver}' place*' where Ix’forctimc his patron® by the com- 
mand of Galba had been executed. At length (late though it 
was) his .steward Argivus buried l>oth it and the tnink of hLs 
lx)dy within his owat private horlyards in the Aurelian Way. 

SI. Of full stature he wa.s, his heatl bald, his eyes grey, and 
his nose hooked ; his hands and feet hy rc.xson of the gout 
grown exceeding crooked, insomuch as unetlr fCal. 53 ] lie was 
able either to abide sboe;^ on the one, or to turn over, or .‘;o much 
as hold his books witli the other. Tiiere was an excrescence ’ 
also of flesh in the right .side of his bo<!y, and the ';ame. hung 
downward fo much, as hardly it could he tied up witli a 
tniss*. 

22. A great feeder and meat man by rejxirt ho was. For 
in winter-time he, usxal to cat before, daylight, and at supper 
to be scrs'cd so plentifully that the relies and reversion of 
tlie Iward, being gathered together into heaps, he commanded 
to be carried round .aliont and distributed among those that 
.stood waiting at hi.s feet >. Given he was overmucli to the 
unnatural lust of male-kind, but such chose he (and none 
else) for hi-s darlings, as were stale thick-skins and ^la.st growth. 
It wa,s reported that in Spain, when Icelus, one of his old 
catamites, brought him word of Kero's end. he not only re- 
ceived him in open .sight with ino.sl kind ki^'-es. but entreated 
him without delay to be pluc-ktxl* and so led him at one side 
out of the way. 

23. He died in the .seventy-third year of hi.s .ige and the 
seventh month of his empire. The .senate, as .soon as lawfullj’ 
they might, had decreed for him a .statue standing upon a 
column adorned with the stems and beak-heads of ships, in 
that part of the racrcatc-stccd ‘ of Rome, where lie lost his 
life ; but Vc.spasian repealed that decree, ns being thus 
conceited of him*, that he had subonicd and sent underhand 
out of Spain into Judaea certain of purpose to murder him. 
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THE HISTORY OF 
MARCUS SALVIUS OTHO 

1. The ancestors of Otho had their beginning in a to\vn called 
Ferentinum, extract’ out of an ancient and honourable 
family, even from the princes of Etruria. His grandfather, 
Marcus Sahnus Otho, having for his father a gentleman of 
Rome and for his mother a woman of base condition (and 
whether she was freeborn or no, it is uncertain), through the 
favour of Livia Augusta, in whose house he had his rising and 
growth, was made a senator [but] c.xceeded not the degree of a 
praetor. 

His father, Lucius Otho, by his mother’s side of right 
noble blood descended, and thereby allied to many great 
kindreds, was so dear and in face so like unto Tiberius the 
emperor, that most men believed verily he was his own 
son. The honourable offices within the city, the procon- 
sulship of [Africa], and other extraordinary places of conduct 
and command he managed most severely. He adventured 
also in Illyricum to proceed so far as to ptit certain soldiers 
to death, for that, in the commotion of Camillus, upon a 
touch of conscience they had killed their captains and provosts - 
as authors of the revolt and rebellion against Claudius, and 
verily this execution himself in person saw performed in the 
camp even before the principia notwithstanding that he 
knew they were for that service advanced to higher places by 
Claudius. By which act o; his as he grew in glory so he de- 
creased in favour ; and yet the same he soon recovered again, 
by detecting the perfidious plot of a Roman knight, whom 
by the impeachment of his own servants he found to have 
attempted the death of Claudius. For both the senate 
endowed him with any honour most rare and seldom seen, 
to wit, his own statue, erected in the Palatium ; and also 
Claudius, when he ranged him among the patricians and in 
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most honourable terms praised him, added these words 
w’ithal, " He is a man, than whom I w'ould not wish, I assure 
you, to have belter children of mine own.” Of Albia Tercntia, 
a right noble and gallant lady, he begat two sons, Lucius 
Titianus and a younger forenamed Marcus, and carrying the 
surname of his father*; a daughter also he had by her, 
whom as yet not marriageable, he affianced unto Drusus, the 
son of Germanicus. 

2. This Olho the emperor was born the fourth day before 
the kalends of May when CamiUus Arruntius and Domitius 
ATienobarbus were consuls. From the very prime of his 
youth he was riotous, wild, and wanton, insomuch as his 
father swindged* him well and soundly for it; reported 
also to use night-walking, and as he met any one cither 
feeble or cup-shotten or overcome with drink, to catch hold 
of him, lay him upon a soldier's gaberdine, and so to toss 
and hoist him up into the air *. Afterwards, upon his father’s 
death, a certain libertine [C. 2] woman of the court, a dame 
very gracious* (because he would make the more benefit by 
following and courting her as his mistress) he pretended love 
unto, albeit an old trot she was, in manner doling for age. By 
her means winding himself into the favour of Nero, be easily 
obtained the chief place among his minions and favourites 
(.such was the congruence of their humours and dispositions) 
and, as some write, by mutual abusing also of one anotlier’s 
body against kind [C. 52]. But so mighty he waxed and bare 
such a side*, as that in consideration of a great piece of money 
agreed upon he presumed to bring into ihc senate-house for 
to give thanks* a man of consular degree, who stood con- 
demned for extortion, even before he had fully obtained his 
restitution *. 

3. Being now. as he was, pi ivy and party to all the counsels 
and secret designs of Nero, to avert all manner of suspicion, 
that very day which Nero had appointed for the murdering 
of his mother he entertained them both at supper with most 
exquisite and the kindest welcome that might be. Sem- 
blably, dame Poppaca Sabina, being as yet but the paramour 
of Nero, whom he had newly taken from her husband ‘ and 
committed in the meanwhile unto himself upon trust for to 
Heep*, under a colour of marriage* he received ; and not con- 
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tent herewith that lie alienated her heart from Nero and used 
her body, he loved her so entirely that he could not endure 
Nero himself to be his co-rival*. Certes, it is thought of a 
truth that not only the messengers who were sent to fetch her 
came again without her, but also that one time he kept Nero 
himself without doors standing there and cooling his heels, 
with threats also and prayers intermingled, demanding his 
pawn which he had left with him, but all in vain. Where- 
upon after the said marriage [was] broken and dissolved, sent 
out of the way he was under a pretence of an embassage into 
Lusitania, which course was thought sufficient, for fear lest 
his proceeding to any sharper punishment might have told 
tales' abroad and marred all the play’, howbeit, as secretly 
conveyed as it was, out it came and was made known by this 
distich : 

Cur Otho mculito sil, quacriiis, cxsul honorc ? 

Uxoris tnoechus coeperat esse suae. 

Exil'd in show oi embassage was Otho. Ask yc, why ? 

With his own wife begun he liad to act adultciy *. 

Having been aforetime in no higher place than quaestor*, 
yet governed he a province for the space of ten years with 
singular moderation ’ and abstinence 

4. As occasion at length and opportunity of revenge ’ was 
offered, he was the first that combined with Galba in his 
attempts. At which very instant himself also conceived 
hope of the empire, and great the same was, no doubt, 
considering the condition and state of those times, but 
greater somewhat by reason of Seleucus the astrologer’s words ; 
who, having long before warranted him that he should survive 
Nero, was then of his own accord come unlooked for and 
promised again* that shortly also he should be emperor. 
Omitting therefore no kind of obsequious office and ambitious 
popularity even to the very meanest, look, how often he in- 
vited the emperor* to supper, he would deal throughout the 
cohort that then warded to every man a piece of gold * ; and 
no less careful was he to oblige unto him one way or other the 
r^t of the soldiers. And when one of them went to law with 
his neighbour about a parcel of ground in the skirts and con- 
fines of both their lands, being chosen arbitrator, he bought 
the whole land for the said soldier and enfeoffed him in it ; 
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so as now by this time there was scarce one but both thought 
and said that he alone was worthy to succeed in the empire. 

5 . Moreover, he had fed himself with hopes to have been 
adopted by Galba, and that looked he for daily ; but after 
that Piso was preferred and himself disappointed of his 
hope, he turned to plain violence, pricked thereto, over 
and beside the discontentment of his mind, by occasion that 
he was so deeply indebted. For he stuck not [Cal. 25] to 
profess he was not able to stand, unless he were emperor, 
and it skilled not [N. 37] whether he were overthrown by his 
enemy in the field, or fell under his creditors' hands at the 
bar. Some few days before he had fetched over^ one of 
the emperor’s servants in a million of sesterces for the obtain- 
ing of a stewardship, and with the help of this sum of money 
enterprised he so great a project. At the first he committed 
the matter to five soldiers employed in espial * ; then to 
ten others whom they had brought forth with them, to wit, 
every man twain. To each one of these he paid in hand 
10,000 sesterces ®, and promised 50,000 more. By these 
were the rest solicited, and those not very many, as making 
no doubt, but presuming confidently of this, that a number 
besides would be ready in the very action to second it. 

6. He had minded once, presently after [Cal. 25] the adop- 
tion of Piso, to seize their camp into his own hands, and so to 
set upon Galba ^Ls he sat at supper in the palace ; but the 
respective [Cal. 26] regard he had of the cohort, which then 
kept watch and ward, checked this intent of his, for fear lest 
the same should incur the intolerable hatred of the world ; 
considering by the guard of that very cohort Gaius had been 
slain before and Nero perfidiously betrayed afterwards. 
Moreover, exception was taken against the middle time 
between, partly upon a superstition ^ that he had, and in part 
by direction from Seleucus. 

Well then, upon a day* appointed, after warning given 
aforehand unto those that were privy to the conspiracy for to 
attend him in the market-place at the golden milliarium » 
under the temple of Saturn, he saluted Galba in the morning, 
and (as the manner was) being received with a kiss, was 
present also as he sacrificed and heard the soothsayer’s pre- 
dictions. Which done, a freedman of his brought him word 
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tliat rd.iiU'-f’t*, -Avri* rfitn''- {thi;. w.-i'i tiu' v.-.itohwort! a/;rr*'«i 
up'ni h- i-.'.v! n tli'-rn), v.'h'.rt'ujwn. .!•: if ffrw>th lii- wer»- to look 
up iTi .1 •' th..t u.i-. Id \t<- vil'l, fit' tk-partf-d, pat him quickly 

.u'Aiy tiiiuiifii the of th<: palacr, aiul lut'd apace 

tr.'.v.uci t!:,' plarf app.iiited. Other' lay that he feipncd 
iuiUM!i to it.iVf nu .-ii;!!'- and v/ilitil thoa- that jtoe-d next to 
lum to tint e\cj!>*; jis (.a*** h‘- wi-re a'.kcd hir, Tlirn, 

lyiti': hid'-k :i vnthiu a worji.in’t litter’, he hastened to the 
e.Tup, and for that th'- litter-K'arejs were tirwl and faint, he 
ah-lued on the pround and I'^-c.an In rtiu afoat ; Init h\‘ occa» 
sKut that hr- hitch' t slack he •-tayr^l Uhind, until 

Mid’, tiiiv' .f, with, out any further delay he '.vae taken np on 
ui' T. •'houhlets .and by the train ar.'l fcunjutny ihcre prrr-cint 
saluted einp-.ror ; nr.d mi uith lucky acfh’smatione. amon:; 
(Lea\eri ssyurds catu'- as far a.s to the prindpu *, whiles, every 
one all the way he went adhered unto him, a% if they had l>ccn 
aU privy and parly in the conspir.ttp,'. Tli'Tc, after he had 
di<:pntrheci tert.am away to kill Iwth r>alh.*i and Pieo, to win 
the .sijlnierc hcarin by f.iir prointM-.-. he protestcrl U fore them 
all a-^^vinWed topethor. that him.-cU would have and hold no 


more tli.m just tli.d which tluy would leave for him. 

I. This done, as the day drew tovc.trd evening, he entered 
inio the senate ; and brieny layir.;; Ivforc them a rcaron 
of his proceeding, as if he- had b.wn carried away p.-rforcc out 
0 the ni-irkcl-place and compelled l''> t.’ike the empire upon 
bun (which he would administer according to the yencrai 
wdl and pleasure of them all), to the p.d.ace'he go-cth. Now. 
whenas beside other sweet and plausible words delivered by 
sue 1 as 1 congratulate and flatter him. he was hv the base 
common people called Nero, he gave no token .at all that he 
■ used It ; nay rather, as some have reported, ever in his 

min", ''"f «r- 

his stt-rlr*'^ governors of provinces, he added unto 

their ow^ in 

ceLen procurators and 

suShJa:' “U''"-’ 

s..=rc. lo r,„is,4 Nc”„-s"Sl Hoin.“” 
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said that the same night, being affrighted in his sleep, he 
groaned very sore and was by his servitors that ran thick 
into the chamber found lying on the bare floor before his 
bed ; also that he assayed by all kind of propitiatory sacri- 
fices and pehce-offerings to appease the spirit® of Galba, 
whom he had seen in his sleep to thrust and drive him forth ; 
semblably, the morrow after, as he was taking his auspices *, 
there arose a sudden tempest, whereupon he caught a grievous 
fall, and oftentimes he mumbled this to himself : 

Ti 7dp fioi Ka.1 fiaKpoU auXoTs ; 

For how can I (whose blast is short) 

With these long hautboys fitly sort® ? 

8. And verily about the same time the forces and armies 
in Germany® had sworn fealty and allegiance unto Vitel- 
lius; which when he understood, he propounded unto the 
senate that an embassage might be sent thither, to adver- 
tise them that there was an emperor chosen already and 
advise them withal to peace and concord j yet by inter- 
course of messengers and letters between he made offer unto 
Vitellius to partake equally with him in the empire and accept 
of a marriage with his daughter. But when there was no 
way but one and that by open war, seeing that now already 
the captains and forces which Vitellius had sent before ap- 
proached*, he had good proof what loyal and faithful hearts 
the praetorian soldiers carried towards him, even to the utter 
■ ruin and destruction well-near of the most honourable degree 
of senators. Now decreed it had been®, that by the sea- 
servitors ® the armour * should be conveyed over and sent back 
to Ostia by shipping. And as the said armour was in taking 
forth out of the armoury in the camp at the shutting of the 
evening, some soldiers, suspecting treachery, and treason, 
raised a tumult and gave an alarum ; wherewith suddenly all 
of them® without any certain leader to conduct them, ran to 
the palace, calling hard to have the senate® massacred. And 
when they had repelled some of the tribunes who assayed to 
repress their violence and killed other of them, all imbrued in 
blood as they were and asking still where the emperor was 
they rushed in as far as into his banqueting-room, and never 
rested until they had seen him 
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Then set he forward his expedition lustily, and began with 
more haste than good speed, without any care at all of religion 
and the will of God, as having only stirred and taken those 
sacred shields® called Ancilia *> and not bestowed them quietly 
again in their due place (a thing in old time held ominous 
and ever presaging iU-luck) ; besides, the very same day it 
was [March 24] upon which the priest and ministers ° of Cybele 
the mother of the gods begin to lament, weep, and wail : to 
conclude, when all signs and tokens were as cross as possibly 
they might be. For not only in the beast killed for sacrifice 
unto father Dis*“ he found the inwards propitious (whereas 
in such a sacrifice as that the contrary had been more accept- 
able), but also at his first setting out stayed he was by the in- 
undation and swelling of the river Tiber. At the twenty 
miles end * likewise, he found the highway choked and stopped 
up against him with the ruins of certain houses fallen down. 

9. With like inconsiderate rashness, albeit no man doubted 
but that in good policy the war ought to have been pro- 
tracted, because the enemy was distressed as weU with famine 
wherein he was pent, yet resolved he %vith all 
speed to hazard the fortune of the field and to try it out by 
impatient of longer thought and pen- 

most 

he coiiH might be dispatched, or else because 

eVe btulT Y f “ ‘“’"y "P"" •» 

staved hah ' in that conflict but 

Stayed behind at BrixeUum. 

gre^"fo wlt^uD^n skirmishes, which were not 

(a place so ^iacentia, and at Castoris* 

all (wSch wS 1 T battle of 

treacheSis day, and was by a 

of a parley pretended ^irthe^^ 

of the camp to treat of cond’f had been brought out 

looked for, even 2 ^ ^"ddenly and un- 

remedy but fight it out th'^ another®, there was no 

melancholy he conceived a straightway in a 

(as many are of ooininn ution to make himself away 

shenteib^^Xr^L^nr* 

tenanc-o i,; . io persevere m the main- 


tenance of his sovereign dominTon Uth 


328 


so great jeopardy of 



MARCUS SALVIUS OTHO 

the State and loss of men than upon any despair or distrust of 
his forces. -For stUl there remained a puissant army whole and 
entire, which he had detained with him for trial of better 
fortune, and another power* was coming out of Dalmatia, 
Pannonia, and Moesia. Neither verily were they, discomfited, 
so much daunted and dejected but that, for to be revenged of 
this disgrace and shameful foil, ready they were of themselves 
and alone without help of others to undergo any hard adven- 
ture whatsoever. 

10. In this war served my own father Suetonius Lenis^, 

, in quality of a tribime ® of the 13th legion and by degree a 

senator of the second rank*. He was wont afterwards very 
often to report that Otho, even when he lived a private person, 
detested all civil wars so far forth (N. 29] that as one related 
at the table the end of Cassius and Brutus, he fell a-quaking 
and trembling thereat. Also, that he never would have been 
Galba's concurrent, but that he confidently thought the 
quarrel might have ended without war. Well then, upon a 
new accident incited he was to the contempt of this present 
life, even by the example of a common and ordinary soldier 
who, reporting this overthrow of the army, when he could of no 
man have credit, but was charged one while with the lie, an- 
other while for his fear and cowardice (as who was run away 
out of the battle), fell upon his own sword at Otho’s feet. 
At which sight he cried out aloud and said that he would 
no more cast so brave men and of so good desert into danger. 
Having exhorted therefore his own brother, his brother’s 
son, and every one of his friends severally to make what 
shift they could for themselves, after he had embraced and 
kissed them each one he sent them all away ; and retiring 
himself into a secret room, two letters he wrote full of con- 
solation to his sister, as also to Messalina, Nero’s widow, whom 
he had purposes to wed, recommending the relics of his body 
and his memorial. And look, what epistles soever he had in 
his custody, he burnt them all, because they should breed no 
man any danger, loss, or displeasure with the conqueror. 
And out of that store of treasure which he had about him he 
dealt money to his domestic servitors. 

11. Being now thus prepared and fully bent to die, per- 
ceiving by occasion of some hurly-burly, which while he made 
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delay arose, that those who began to slip away and depart ’ 
were (by Iris soldiers) rebuked as traitors and perforce detained, 
" Let us,” quoth he, " prolong our life yet this one night.” 
Upon which words and no more he charged that no violence 
should be offered to " any ; but suffering his bed-chamber 
door to stand wide open until it was late in tlie evening, 
he permitted all that would to have access unto him. After 
this, having allayed his thirst with a draught of cold water 
he caught up two daggers, and when he had tried how sharp 
the points of them both were, he laid one of them under his 
pillow ; and so, the doors being fast shut, he took his rest and 
slept most soundly. Wakening then at last about daylight 
and not before, with one only thrust under his left pap he 
stabbed himself. And when at the first groan that he gave 
his servants broke in, he, one while concealing and another 
while discovering the wound, yielded up his vital breath 
and quickly * (as he had given charge before) was brought to 
his funeral fire, in the thirty-eighth year of his age and on the 
ninety-fifth day of his empire. 

12. Unto so great a mind and generous courage of Otho 
neither was his person nor habit answerable ; for he was 
b}^ report of a mean and low stature, feeble feet he had be- 
sides, and as crooked shanks. As for his manner of attire, 
as fine and nice he was well-near as any woman ; his body 
plucked and made smooth ; wearing by reason of thin hair 
a peruke', so fitted and fastened to his head, that no man 
there was but would have t,akcn it for his own. Nay, his 
very face he was wont every day to shave and besmear all 
over with soaked bread “, which device he took to at first 
when the down began to bud forth, because he would never 
have a beard. It is said, moreover, that many a time he 
openly celebrated the divine service and sacred rites of 
Isis in a religious vestment of linen, mereby I would 
think it came to pass that his death nothing at all consonant 
to his life was the more wondered at.. Many of his soldiers 
who were present about him, when \vith plentiful tears they 
had kissed his hands and feet dead as he lay, and commended 
un withal for a most valiant man and the only emperor that 
ever was, presently in the place and not far from his funeral 
re killed themselves. Many of them also who were absent, 
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1 . As touching the original and beginning of the Vitellii some 
write this, others that, and all as contrary as may be ; report- 
ing it partly to be ancient and noble, and in part new start-up 
and obscure, and very base and beggarly. \Vliich I would 
suppose to have happened by means of the flatterers and back- 
biters both of Vitcllius the emperor, but that I see there is 
sometime variance and diversity about the very condition of 
that family. A little book there is extant of one Quintus 
Eulogius » his making, written unto Quintus Vitellius, quaestor 
to Augustus Caesar of sacred memory, wherein is contained 
thus much, that the Vitellii, descended from Faunus, king of 
the Aborigines*, and lady Vitellia (who in many places was 
worshipped for a goddess) reigned over all Latium ; that the 
offspring remaining of them removed out of the Sabine country 
to Rome and were taken into the rank of the patricians ; that 
many monuments giving testimony of this race continued 
a long time, to wit, the highway* Vitellia reaching from 
Janiculum’ to the sea, likewise a colony of the same name, 
the defence and keeping whereof against the Aequiculi they 
in times past required with the strength only and puissance 
of their own family ; moreover, that afterwards in the time 
of the Samnite war, when a garrison W’as sent into Apulia *, 
some of the Vitellii remained behind at Nuceria, and their 
I^ogeny many a year after returned to Rome and recovered 
their senator’s degree. 

2. Contrariwse, more authors there be who have left 
upon record that their stock-father was a libertine [C. 2]. 
assius Severus [Aug. 56] and others as well as he do write, 
at t e same man was also a very cobbler*"*, whose son, 
having got more by chaffering* at a price for the confiscated 
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goods of men condemned® and by gains arising of undertaking 
men’s suits, of a common naughty pack [D. 22], the daughter 
of one Antiochus a baker, begat a son, who proved afterwards a 
gentleman of Rome. This dissonance of opinions I leave 
indifferent for men to believe which they will. 

But, to the purpose : Publius Vitellius, bom in Nuceria ® 
(whether he were of that ancient lineage or descended from 
base parents and grandfathers), a Roman gentleman doubtless 
and a procurator under Augustus of his affairs, left behind 
him four sons, men of quality all and right honourable per- 
sons, bearing also their father’s surname®, and distinguished 
only by their forenames Aulus, Quintus, Publius, and Lucius. 
Aulus died even when he was consul# which dignity he had 
entered upon with Domitius, the father of Nero Caesar, a 
man very sumptuous otherwise in his house and much spoken 
of for his magnificent suppers. Quintus was displaced from 
his senator’s estate, what time as by the motion and persuasion 
of Tiberius there passed an act that such senators as were 
thought insufficient should be culled out and removed®. 
Publius, a companion and dependant of Germanicus, accused 
and convicted Gnaeus Piso, his mortal enemy’ and the man 
who murdered him, and after the honourable place of praetor 
being apprehended among the complices of Sej anus’ con- 
spiracy and committed to the keeping of his brother with a 
penknife cut his own veins ; and after that, not so much re- 
penting that he sought his own death as overcome with the 
earnest entreaty of his friends about him, suffered his wounds 
to be bound up and cured, but in the same imprisonment ® he 
died of sickness. 

Lucius, after his consulship being provost of Syria, with 
passing fine slights and cunning devices trained [N. 34] and 
enticed forth Artabanus, king of the Parthians, not only to 
parley with him but also to worship and adore the standard 
of the Roman legions. Soon after, together with Claudius 
the emperor, he bore two ordinary consulates, one immediately 
upon another, and the censorship also. Likewise the charge 
of the whole empire, while Claudius was absent in the expedi- 
tion to Britain, he sustained ; a harmless person, active and 
industrious, howbeit blemished with a very bad name for the 
love he bore unto a libertine woman whose spittle mixed 
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v/ith honey he used as a remedy (and that not closely [C. 31] 
and seldom, but every day and openly), washing therewith his 
pipes ” and throat. He was besides of a wonderful glaver- 
ing nature and given to flatteries. He it was that first by 
his example brought up the order to adore Gaius Caesar 
as a god, what time as, being returned out of Syria, he durst 
not come into his presence otherwise than with his head 
covered*®, turning himself about and then falling down 
prostrate before him at his feet. And because he would 
omit no artificial means to curry favour with Claudius, a 
prince so addicted to his wives and freedmen, he made suit 
unto Messalina, as if it had been for the greatest gift she 
could bestow upon him, to do him the grace that he might 
have the doffing of her shoes ; and the right-foot pump ® 
which he had drawm off he carried in his bosom continually 
between his gorvn and inward clothes, yea, and many times 
would kiss the same. The golden images also of Narcissus 
and Pallas he reverently honoured among his domestic gods. 
This was a word likewise of his, when he did congratulate 
Claudius at the exhibiting of the secular plays*’, Saepe facias, 
Many a time may you this do. 


He died of a palsy <*, the very next day after it took him, 
leaving behind him two sons, whom SextUia his wife, a Woman 
for her virtue highly approved and of no mean parentage 
descended, bare unto him. Them he saw both consuls, and 
that in one year, yea, and the Same throughout, for that the 
younger succeeded the elder for six months. When he was 
departed this life, the senate granted unto him the honour 
of a public funeral, a statue likewise before the Rostra vnth 
this inscnption, Pietaiis im/nobilis erga principem *®, Of con- 
stant devotion and irremovable piety to his prince. 

, * the son of Lucius and emperor, was 

kalends of Octobers or, 
seventh day before the ides of Sep- 
tember , when Drusus Caesar and Norbanus Flaccus were 
IS nativity® foretold by the astrologers his parents 
bp rn t- father endeavoured always what 

untn ? no province while he lived should be committed 
™ ^ mother, what time he was both sent unto 

the legions and saluted lord-general*, straightways lamented 
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as if then he had been undone for ever. His childhood and 
flower of youth he spent at Capreae among the strumpets and 
catamites that Tiberius kept there ; himself, noted always 
with the surname of Spintria®, was thought also by suffering 
the abuse of his own body to have been the cause of his father’s 
rising and advancement. 

4. All the time also of his age ensuing, stained as he was 
with all manner of reproachable villainies, for^ he carried 
a principal sway above others in the court, grown into familiar 
acquaintance with Gains for his love to chariot-running 
and with Claudius for his affection to dice-play ; but in greater 
favour he was a good deal with Nero, both in the selfsame 
regards aforesaid as also for this especial demerit [Aug. 57 ], 
in that, being president at the solemnity called Neroneum. 
when Nero was desirous to strive for the prize among the 
harpers and musicians, but yet durst not promise so to do 
(notwithstanding all the people called instantly upon him) 
and thereupon went out of the theatre, he, pretending that he 
was sent ambassador unto him from the people persisting still 
in their earnest request, had called him back and so brought 
him in the end to be entreated. 

5. Through the favourable indulgence therefore of three 
emperors being advanced not only to right honourable offices 
of state but also to as high sacerdotal dignities, he managed 
after all these the proconsulate of Africa and executed the 
charge of surveying and supervising the public works but 
with mind and reputation both far unlike. For in his pro- 
vince he demeaned himself for two years together with singular 
innocency and integrity, as who, after his brother succeeded 
in his stead, stayed there still in quality of his lieutenant. 
But in his office within the city he was reported to have secretly 
stolen away the oblations, gifts, and ornaments of the temples, 
to have embezzled and changed some of them, yea, and in lieu 
of gold and silver to have foisted in tin and copper. 

6 . He took to wife Petronia, the daughter of one that had 
been consul, by whom he had a son with one eye named 
Petronianus ; him, being by his mother ^ ordained her heir 
upon condition that he were freed once out of his father’s 
power, he manumitted indeed, but soon after (as it was 
thou^it) killed, having charged him besides with parricide 
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was slain, having settled the state of Germany he divided 
his forces thus, sending one part thereof before* against 
Otho, and minding to lead the rest himself. Unto the army 
which was sent before there happened a fortunate and lucky 
sign ; for on the right hand all on a sudden flew an eagle 
toward them, and when she had fetched a compass- rotmd 
about the standards and ensigns hovered softly before them 
as they marched on the way. Contrariwise, as himself re- 
moved and set forward, the statues on horseback erected in 
many places for him all at once suddenly broke their legs and 
tumbled down, and the garland of laurel, which most de- 
voutly he had done about his head, fell from it into a running 
river. Within a while after, as he sat judicially upon the 
tribunal to minister justice at Vienna’, a cock first settled 
upon his shoulder and anon perched upon his very head. 
Upon which prodigious sights ensued an event correspondent 
thereto ; for the empire which by his lieutenants was con- 
firmed and established unto him he by himself was not able to 
hold. 

10. Of the victory before Betriacum and the death of Otho 
he heard while he was yet in Gaul ; and \vithout delay who- 
soever belonged to the praetorian cohorts he by virtue of 
one edict cassed* and discharged all, for the most dangerous 
precedent and example that they had given*, commanding 
them to jneld up their armour into the marshals’ * hands. As 

twenty, whose supplications exhibited 
unto Otho he had found, such I mean as claimed rewards 

^ ^ ^ killing Galba, he gave command 

worth I executed every one. A 

^ assure you and a magnificent, such as 
excellent prince, had he not 
ZZ 1 to his own natural dis- 

W tiZ I ^ tife rather than respect- 

tire majesty of an emperor. For no sooner put he himself 

SiZ ^ the midst of cities in trium- 

pharrt wise, and passed along the great rivers in most delicate 
barges, garmshed ^d adorned ^vith coronets of sundry 

all mZZo^ Z tV® sumptuously and served with 

no discipline either of 
household servitor or of(,soldier; but turning the outrages, 
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villainies, and licentious pranks of them all to a jest ; who, 
not content with their ordinary diet allowed and provided for 
them in every place where they came at the common charges 
of the State, look, what slaves or aliens it pleased them, they 
manumitted and made free, but paid as many as withstood 
them with whipping-cheer [Cal. 33], blows, knocks, bloody 
wounds oftentimes, yea, and otherwhiles with present 
death. 

When he came into the fields where the battle * was fought, 
and some of his train loathed and abhorred the putrified cor- 
ruption of the dead bodies, he stuck not to hearten and en- 
courage them with this cursed speech : that an enemy slain 
had a very good smell, but a citizen far better. Howbeit, to 
qualify and allay the strong savour and scent that they cast, 
he poured down his throat before them all exceeding great 
store of strong wine, and dealt the same plentifully about® 
with as much vanity as insolent pride. When he beheld the 
stone under which Otho lay interred, with an inscription “ in 
his memorial, " Worthy was he of such a monument,” ’’ quoth 
he. And the very same dagger wherewith.he had killed him- 
self he sent to Cologne for to be dedicated unto Mars. Certes, 
upon the top of the Apennine hill he celebrated a sacrifice with 
a vigil® all night long. 

11. At length he entered the city with warlike sound of 
trumpet, in his coat-armour and with a sword girt rmto 
him, among ensigns, banners, and flags his followers and 
dependants clad in military cassocks and the armour of 
all his fellow-soldiers discovered in open view®. Thus 
neglecting more and more from time to time all law of god 
and man, upon the very disastrous day of Allia®, he was 
installed in the sacerdotal dignity of high priest. He ordained 
that the solemn assembly® for election of magistrates should 
be held every tenth year and himself be perpetual dictator 
And to the end that no man might doubt what pattern he 
chose to follow for government of the commonweal, calling a 
frequent number of the public priests about him in the middle 
of Mars’ Field, he sacrificed to the spirit and ghost of Nero ; 
and at a solemn feast openly put the harper in mind, singing 
as he did to his great contentment, for to say somewhat also 
of Domitius®'’; and as he began to chant Nero’s canticles 
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he was the first that leaped for joy and clapped his hands 
withal. 

12. Having in this manner begun his empire, a great part 
thereof he administered no otherwise than according to the 
advice and pleasure of the basest stage-players and charioteers 
that could be found, but especially of Asiaticus, a freedman 
of his own. This Asiaticus when he was a very youth had in 
mutual filthiness rvith him abused his own body, and after- 
wards, loathing that abominable sin, ran his way. Now, 
finding him once at Puteoli selling of a certain drink made 
of water and vinegar', first he laid him by the heels and 
hung a pair of fetters at his feet, but forthwith loosened 
him and entertained him as his darling again. After which 
a second time being oSended with his contumacy and mala- 
pert stubbornness he sold him to one of these common 


fencers that went from market to market®, and by occasion 
that he was upon a time put off to the last place in a sword- 
fight for to play his prizes *, at unawares he privily stole him 
away, md no sooner was he gone into his province but he 
manumitted him. The first day of his empire, as he sat at 
supper, he dubbed him knight of Rome, and gave him the 
golden ring, notwithstanding that the very morning before, 
when all the soldiers entreated in his behalf, he detested [Cl. 3] 

so foul a blot to distain and discredit the worshipful degree 
of kmghthood. 

13. But being given most of all to excessive belly cheer and 
crae ty, e divided his repasts into three meals every day at 
east and sometimes into four, to wit, breakfast, dinner, 
supper and rere-bankets'. able to bear them aff very weU, 

Ln^l H Now his manner was to 

Ze ^ with one friend, 

toe nath pother, etc., and all in one day ; and every one 

se3terT4®^^Burth^^^°f^ 40.000 

above all ntli ^ notorious and memorable supper 
Srafht f 7“ ^ ^^°ther made for a wel- 

by report were 

of fish the m^t ^^ble before him two thousand several dishes 

It thtusS,. r that could be had and 

S WelT this (as sumptuous as it 

was) himself surpassed at the dedication of that platter®. 
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which for the huge capacity thereof he used to call the target 
of Minerva and atyi^Sa roXtov^^ov, the shield of the city’s 
protectress*. In this he huddled and blended togetlier the 
livers of gilt-heads ® the delicate brains of pheasants and 
peacocks, the tongues of the birds phoenicopteri [Cal. 22 ], the 
tender small guts of sea-lampreys fet[ched] as far as from the 
Carpathian sea and the straits of Spain, by his captains over 
galleys. And as a man that had not only a \vide throat of his 
own to devour much, but also as greedy a stomach to feed 
both unseasonably and also grossly of whatever came next 
hand, he could not so much as, at any sacrifice whensoever 
or in any journey wheresoever, forbear but among the altars 
snatch up by-and-by the flesh, the parched com also and meal 
even from the very hearth, and eat the same, yea, and at every 
victualling-house by the way-side fall to viands piping hot, 
yet reeking and not cooled one jot ; and not spare so much as 
meats dressed the day before and half-eaten already. 

14. Being forward enough to put to death and punish any 
man what cause soever was pretended, noblemen, his school- 
fellows, and playferes^ in time past (whom by all fair means 
and flattering allurements he had enticed and drawn to the 
society as it were of the empire with him) by sundry sorts 
of fraud and treachery he killed, and one above the rest 
he made .away with poison, which he raught ® unto him with 
his own hand in a draught of cold water, that he called 
for lying in a fit of an ague. Of usurers, takers of bonds and 
obligations®, and publicans, who ever at any time had de- 
manded of him either at Rome debt, or by the way as he 
travelled toll and custom, he hardly spared one. And one 
of them, whom even as he came to salute him and do his 
duty he had delivered over to the executioner for to suffer 
death, he called straightway back again ; and when all 
that were by praised him for his clemency, he commanded 
the said party to be killed before his face, saying withal 
that he would feed his eyes. At the execution of another 
he caused two of his sons to bear him company, for nothing 
in the world but because they presumed to entreat for their 
father’s life. There was besides a gentleman of Rome who. 
being haled away to take his death, cried aloud unto him, 
“ Sir, I have made you my heir.” Him he compelled to 
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bring forth the wTiting-tables containing his last will, and 
so soon as he read therein that a freedman of the testator’s 
was nominated fellow-heir with him, he commanded both 
master and man to be killed. Certain commoners also, 
for this only that they had railed aloud upon the faction of 
the watchet livery* he slew, being thus conceited® that in 
daring so to do they had him in contempt and hoped for a day 
Yet was he to none more spitefully bent than to the 
wizards’ and astrologers Was anj' of them presented and 
informed against ? he made no more ado, but, without hear- 
ing what he could say for himself, bereaved him of his life. 


Nettled he was and exasperated against them for that after an 
edict of his, wherein he gave commandment that all judicial 
astrologers should depart out of Rome and Italy before the 
first of October, presently [Cal. 25] there was a writing or 
libel set up in open place to this effect, that the Chaldeans® 
made this edict, as followeth ; " Bomim faction etc. We 
give warning by these presents unto Vitellius Germanicus 
that by the kalends of the said October he be not extant® in 


any place wheresoever i».” Suspected ako he was to be con- 
senting unto his oivn mother’s death, as if he had straitly 
forbidden that any food should be ministered unto her lying 
sick, induced thereto by one Chatta n, a wise woman, in whom 
he r^ted as in an oracle that then and not before he 
so d sit sure in his imperial throne and continue very long, 
in c^e he overlived his mother. And others report how his 
mother herseU, weary of the present state and fearing what 
evd dai^ were toward, obtained at her son’s hand poison 
and that ivithout any great entreaty. 

nntn empire the armies of Moesia * 

from V ^ Ti Pannonia revolted 

from h™ : likewise, of the forces beyond sea those of Judaea 

who wfs^m , allegiance unto Vespasian 

Ind Ivof f irr® ^^tain therefore the love 

made d m largesses he 

mustered also and levied soldiers within the city vdth this 
vktuerfhkn that all voluntaries should by 

Xrvlfn^T'i ‘^^^harge from service 

after victory, but also the avails [Cal. 44] and fees due unto 
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16. Hereupon he moved and advised the senate to send 
ambassadors together with the Vestal virgins to crave peace, 
or else some longer time to consult upon the point. The next 
morrow, as he stood expecting an answer, word was brought 
unto him by his espial that the enemy approached. Imme- 
diately therefore, shutting himself close within a bearing- 
chair^, accompanied with two persons only, his baker and his 
cook^, secretly he took his way to the Aventine hiU and his 
father’s house, minding from thence to make an escape into 
Campania. Soon after, upon a flying and headless rumour 
that peace was obtained, he suffered himself to be brought 
back to the palace. Where finding all places solitary and 
abandoned, seeing those also to sUnk from him and slip away 
who were with him, he did about him a girdle ' full of golden 
pieces of coin*, and fled into the porter’s lodge, having first 
tied a ban-dog “ at the door and set against it the bedstead and 
bedding thereto. 

17. By this time had the avant-couriers * of the Flavians’ 
main army broken into the palace, and meeting nobody 
searched as the manner is every blind comer. By them was he 
plucked out of his lurking-hole, and when they asked who he 
was (for they knew him not) and where upon his knowledge 
Vitellius was, he shifted them off with a he ; after this, being 
once knorvn, he entreated hard (as if he had somewhat to 
deliver concerning the life and safety of VespEisian) to be kept 
sure in the mean season, though it were in some prison ; and 
desisted not until such time as having his hands pinioned fast 
at his back, a halter cast about his neck, and his apparel tom 
from his body, he was haled half-naked into the Foram*. 
Among many scornful indignities offered unto him both in 
deed and word throughout the spacious street Sacra Via® from 
one end to the other, whiles they drew his head backward 
by the bush of his hair (as condemned malefactors are wont to 
be served) and set a sword’s point under his chin «, and aU to 
the end he might show his face and not hold' it do%vn whffes ' 
some pelted him mth dung and dirty mire, others c^ed him 
vnth open mouth incendiary* and patinarium’, and some of 
the common sort trvitted him also with faults and deformities 
of hK body. For of stature he was beyond measure tall ; a 
red face he had, occasioned for jthe most part by swilling in 
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wine, and a grand fat paunch besides ; he limped somewhat 
also by reason that one of his thighs was enfeebled with the 
rush of a chariot against it, what time he served Gaius® as his 
henchman at a chariot-running. At the last upon the stairs 
Gemoniae* with many a small stroke all to-mangled [Cal. 28] 
he was and killed in the end, and so from thence drawn with a 
drag into the river Tiber. 

18 . Thus perished he wth his brother and son together in 
the fifty-seventh year of his age. Neither falsified he their 
conjecture who had foretold him that, by the prodigious sign 
which befell unto him (as we have said) at Vienna [9], nothing 
else was portended but that he should fall into the hands of 
some Frenchman “. For dispatched he was by one Antonius 
Primus, a captain of the adverse party, who being bom at 
Tolosa was in his childhood sumamed Beccus wliich in the 
French tongue signifieth a cock’s-bill. 



THE HISTORY OF 
FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS AUGUSTUS 


1. The empire standing thus a long time in doubtful terms, 
unsettled and wandering (as it were) by occasion of the re- 
belUous broils and bloody slaughter of three princes^, the 
Flavii at length took into their hands and established ; a 
house, I must needs say, of obscure descent and not able to 
show any pedigree and images of ancestors to commend their 
race, howbeit, such as the commonweal had no cause to dislike 


and be ashamed of, although it be well-known that Domitian 
abidd= condign punishment for his avarice and cruelty. 

Titus Flavius Petro, a burgess of the free borough Reate* 
and a centurion, siding in time of the civil war with Pompey 
(but whether he served voluntarily or was called forth and 
pressed it is uncertain) fled out of the battle* at Pharsalus 
and went home to his house ; where aftenvards, having 
obtamed his pardon and discharge from warfare, he became 
a baihff under the bankers and money-changers to gather up 
em moneys. ^ This mans son, sumamed Sabinus, nothing 

tT T, ^ arms (although some write that 

a principal leader of the foremost cohorts, and 
^ ^ certain companies, he was acquit 
oumS' ^ y occ^ion of sickliness*), came to be a 

pubh^ in Asia and gathered the custom or impost quad- 

wSth: r certffn iiges 

and sunpr?r r" I- '^th this title 

a aood anH f iT i. For him that was 

a good and faithful pubhcan After this he put forth money 

he endeS his life, leaving 

ES t h. “"■> '"■» 'Mdre" which 

vanced to the provostship of the city ; the younger called 
Vespasianus, attained to the imperial dignity. 
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This dame Polla, bom at Nursia and descended of worship- 
ful parentage, was the daughter of Vespasius PoUio, one that 
had been a military tribune® thrice and provost-marshal® of 
the camp besides, and sister to a man of senator’s degree 
and promoted to the dignity of praetor. There is a place 
moreover even at this day six miles from [Nursia] (as men go 
to Spoletum from Nursia) upon the hill-top, bearing the 
name of Vespasiae, where many monuments of the Vespasii 
are to be seen, a great c\nidcnce to prove the nobleness and 
antiquity of that family. I cannot deny that some have 
given out how the father of that Petro came out of the 
Transpadane region and was an undertaker by the great”, 
to hire those labourers and hinds which were wont yearly 
to repair out of Umbria into the Sabine country for to till 
their grounds ; how he planted himself and stayed in the 
town of Reate aforesaid and there married a wife. But 
myself could never find (make what search I could) any sign 
or trace to lead me thereto. 

2 . Vespasian* was bom in the Sabine territory beyond 
Reatc Nvithin a small village named Phalacrinae, the fifteenth 
day before the kalends of December* in the evening, when 
Quintus Camerinus and Gains Poppacus Sabinus were consuls, 
five years before that Augustus departed out of this world. 
His bringing up he had under Tertulla, his grandmother by 
the father’s side, in the land and living that she had about 
Cosa. Whereupon when he was emperor he both frequented 
continually the place of his birth and breeding, the capital 
house and manor remaining still as it had been in former 
times, nothing altered (because forsooth his eyes should have 
no loss nor miss of that which they were wont to see there) ; 
and loved also the memorial of his grandmother so dearly, 
that on all solemn and festival and high-days he continued 
ever drinking out of a silver pot that was hers and out of none 
other. After he had put on his virile gown ®, he refused a long 
time the senator’s robe although his brother had attained 
thereto ; neither could he be forced to seek for it at last but 
by his own mother. She in the end wrought perforce so much 
from him by way of reproachful taunts more than by fair en- 
treaty or reverent authority, whiles ever and anon she called 
him in taunting wise his brother's huisher®. 
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He served as tribune mililarj' in Thrace, and in quality of 
quaestor had the government of Crete and Cj'renc, provinces 
by lot fallen unto him. When he sued to be acdilc and after- 
wards praetor, he hardly attained to the former office (and not 
without some repute) even in the sixth place ; but presently 
[Cal. 22] at his first suit and with the foremost being chosen 
praetor, and upon displeasure taken maliciously affected* 
against the senate, because he would by all manner of demerit 
[Aug. 57] win the favour of Gaius the emperor, he carnestlj' 
demanded extraordinarj' plaj’s and games in honour of him for 
his %'ictor}' in Germany, and gave opinion in the senate-house 
that, to augment the punishment of certain conspirators 
against him, their dead bodies should be cast forth and left un- 
buried. He gave him also solemn thanks before that right 
honourable degree for vouchsafing him the honour to be a 
guest of his at a supper. 


8. Amid these occurrents he espoused Flavia Domitilla, the 
freedwoman of Statilius Capclla, a Roman gentleman of 
Sabrata and an African bom, committed unto him some- 
time upon trust and enfranchised in the freedom of Imtium, 
but aftenyards pronounced a gentlewoman bom and natural- 
ise^ a citizen of Rome in the court of judges delegate, upon 
daim made by her father Flavius Libcralis, bom at Fcrcn- 
tinum (a man that never rose higher than to be a scribe* to a 
quaestOT) who vouched her freedom. By her he had issue. 

itus, Domiban, and DomitiUa. His wife and daughter he 
overhved and buried them while he was yet in state of a 
, ^ person. Mter his foresaid wife's decease, he called 

-wom^n^TA f ^ house Caenis, a frecd- 

™an of Antonia and her secretary «. whom he had fancied in 

NardsmfJnf n' favour of 

from ZTT- """ of a legion ; 

bTSes S ho fought 4 irty 

battles with the enemy. Two most mighty nations and 

above hvemty to\vns. together wdth the Isle of Wight* hung 

pSv o^AVufpf"^^',^" -nderrlnS 

parby of Aulus Plautius, heutenant to the consul anrl in 
part of Claudius himself, for which worthy acts h^'receLd 
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triumphal ornaments, and in short space two sacerdotal 
dignities with a consulship besides, which he bore the two 
last months of the year. For the middle time between, 
even untU he was proconsul, he led a private life in a re- 
tiring place out of tlie way, for fear of Agrippina, who as 
yet bore a great stroke® \vith her son® and hated to the 
heart all the friends of Narcissus, although deceased. 

After this, having the province of Africa allotted unto him, 
he governed the same with singular integrity and not wthout 
much honour and reputation, but that in a seditious com- 
motion at Hadrumetum there were rape-roots * ^ flung at his 
head. Certain it is that from thence he returned nothing 
richer than he was, as who, not able to keep credit but groum 
almost bankrupt, was driven to mortgage all his houses and 
lands unto his brotlicr, and of necessity, for the maintenance 
of his estate and dignity, went so low as to make gains by 
huckster's trade ®, pampering beasts for better sale ; where- 
upon he was commonly named Mulio, muleteer. It is said 
also that convicted he was for extorting from a young man 
200,000 sesterces, in consideration that by his means he had 
obtained a senator’s dignity even against his own father’s 
will, for which he had a sore rebuke. While he travelled 
through Achaia in the train and in%vard company of Nero, he 
incurred his heavy displeasure in the highest degree, for that 
while he was chanting either he made many starts away out 
of the place or else slept, if he stayed there still. And being 
forbidden not only to converse in the same lodging with him 
but also to salute him .publicly with others, he withdrew 
himself aside into a small city and wliich stood out of the 
way untU such time as, lying close there and fearing the 
worst, the government of a province ® with the command of an 
army was offered unto him. 

There had been spread throughout all the East parts an 
opinion of old, and the same settled in men’s heads and con- 
stantly believed, that by the appointment of the destinies 
about such a time there should come out of Judaea those who 
were to be lords of the whole world ; which being a prophecy 
(as afterwards the event showed) foretelling of the Roman 
emperor the Jews® drawing to themselves rebelled, and 
having slain the president® there, put to flight also the 
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lieutenant-general of Syria® (a man of consular degree) 
coming in to aid, and took from him the eagle’®. To repress 
this insurrection, because there was need of a greater army 
and a valiant captain, yet such a one as to whom a matter of 
so great consequence might safely be committed, himself was 
chosen above all others, as a man of approved valour and 
industry, howbeit no way to be feared for the meanness of 
his birth, lineage, and name. Having therefore under his 
hand an addition to the former power of two legions”, eight 
cornets of horse, and ten cohorts ” of foot, taking also unto him 
among other lieutenants his elder son”, no sooner arrived he in 


that province but the other states ” likewise next adjoining 
he brought into admiration of him, for reforming imme- 
diatety at his first coming the discipline of the camp, and 
giving the charge in one or two battles with such resolution, 
as that in the assault of a castle he caught a rap %vith a stone 
upon his knee and received in his target some shot of arrows. 

5. After Nero and Galba, while Otho and Vitellius strove 
for sovereignty, he had good hope of the empire, conceived 
long before, by these presaging tokens, which I will now re- 
late. ithin a country' farm by the city side, belonging 
to the Flavii, there stood an old oak consecrated rmto Mars, 
which at three chUdbirths of Vespasia suddenly did put 
orth every tiine a several bough from the stock, undoubted 
agns foresho^ving the destiny and fortune of each one. The 
test was small and slender, which quickly withered (and 
ere ore t e girl at that time bom lived not one year to an 
I ’ ^ second grew very stiff and long wthal, which 

or en e g^e^ felicity : but the third came to the bigness 
, . ereupon Sabinus, the father of Vespasian, 

b?Zhr^? ^ soothsayer’, 

ha^f '"h r mother®, that she 

S I ^vhereat she did 

ShoulTh ^ ^^'elling that her son 

SSmot^Sr/r ^-‘^°ting now, since that 

hLS mother had her vats still whole and sound. 

Soon after, when Gains Caesar, offended’ and angry v-ith 
inTmd 1 been careful abou^weep- 

beda^bef.!“r^ f ^°"'““<ied he should be ^ 
bedaubed vath mire that the soldiers gathered up and threw 
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into the lap of his embroidered robe, some were ready to make 
this interpretation thereof, that the commonweal, trodden one 
day under foot and forlorn by some civil troubles, should 
fall into his protection and as it were into his bosom. As 
he was at his dinner upon a time, a strange dog brought 
into his dining-room a man’s hand and laid it under the 
board. Again, as he sat another time at supper, an ox 
having been at plough and shaken off his yoke, rushed into 
the parlour where he was at meat ; and vvhen he had driven 
the waiters and servitors out, as if all on a sudden he liad 
been W'cary, laid him down along at his feet where he sat and 
gently put his neck under him. A cypress tree likewise in his 
grandfather’s land, wthout any force of tempest plucked up 
by the root and laid along, the very next day follomng rose 
up again greener and stronger than before. But in Achaia he 
dreamed, that he and his should begin to prosper so soon as 
Nero had a tooth drawn out of his head. Now it fortuned that 
the morrow’ following a chirurgeon that came forth into the 
courtyard showed unto him a tooth of Nero’s newly-drawn. 

In Judaea, when he consulted w’itli the oracle of the god 
Carmclus the answer which was given assured him in these 
terms, that whatsoever he thought upon and cast in his mind 
(w'ere it never so great) it should so come to pass. And one 
of the noblemen of that country taken captive, named Jose- 
phus®, when he was cast into prison, avouched and said unto 
him most constantly, that he should shortly be set at liberty 
even by him, but he should be emperor first. There were 
moreover significant tokens presaging no less reported unto 
him out of the very city of Rome ; and namely, that Nero in 
his latter days, a little before his death, was warned in a dream 
to take the sacred chariot of Jupiter Optimus Maximus forth 
of the chapel where it stood into Vespasian's house, and so 
from thence into the circus. Also, not long after, as Galba 
held the solemn election for his * second consulship, the statue 
of Julius, late Caesar of famous memory, turned of itself 
unto the East ; and at the field fought before Betriacum, ere 
the battles joined, two eagles had a conflict and bickered to- 
gether in all their sights, and when the one of them was foiled 
and overcome, a third came at the very instant from the sun- 
rising and chased the victor away. 
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6. Yet for all this attempted he no enterprise (notwith- 
standing his friends and soldiers were most prest * and for- 
ward, yea, and urgent upon him) before that he was solicited 
by the unexpected favour of some w'ho, as it fell out, were 
both unknown to him and also absent. Two thousand drawn 
out of the three legions of the Mocsian army and sent to aid 
Otho, when they were upon the way marching (albeit news 
came unto them that he was vanquished and had laid violent 
hands upon himself) held on their journey nevertheless as far 
as to .'Vquilcia, as giving small cre^t to that rumour ; where, 
after they had by vantage of opportunities offered and uncon- 
trolled liberty committed all manner of robberies and out- 


rageous villainies, fearing lest, if they returned back again, 
they should answer for their misdemeanours and abide condign 
punishment therefor, [they] laid their heads together and con- 
sulted about the choosing and creating of an emperor. For 
worse they took not themselves nor inferior, either to the 
army in Spain that had set up Galba, or to the praetorian 
bands which had made Otlio, or to the Gcnnanician forces 


who had elected Vitellius emperor. Having proposed there- 
fore and nominated of the consular lieutenants as many as 
they could in any place think upwin, when they misliked all the 
rest, taking exceptions against one for this cause and another 
for that, whUe some again of that 3rd legion, which a little 
before the death of Nero had been translated out of Syria into 
oesia, highly praised and extolled Vespasian, they all 
accorded thereto and without delay VTote his name upon their 
nags and banners. And verily for that time this project 
was smothered, the companies for a while reclaimed, and all 
brought into good order. But when the said fact was once 
^v^ged, TibOTus Alexander, provost* of Egypt, was the first 
^ n allegiance unto Vespasian, 

of July, which ever after was celebrated 
for the first day and beginning of his empire. After them, the 

Vespasian himself, 

the fifth day before the ides of July «. 

"^ose enterprises were very much furthered by the copy of 
a letter that went commonly through men’s bids (trJe or 
f^e I wot not) of Otho now deceased to Vespasian, diarging 
and wrlhng him now at the last cast* of all love to revere 
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his death, and wishing him withal to relieve the distressed 
state of the commonwealth ; by a rumour also spread abroad, 
that Vitellius upon his victory meant fully to make an ex- 
change of the legions’ winter harbours, namely, to remove 
those that wintered in Germany into the East provinces®, 
as to a more secure service and easier warfare. Moreover, 
among the governors of provinces Licinius Mucianus, and of 
the kings Vologaesus of Parthia had promised, the one’^ 
(laying down aU grudge and enmity which unto that time he 
openly professed® upon a humour of emulation) the Syrian 
army, and the other ® forty thousand archers. 

,7. Vespasian therefore, having undertaken a civil war and 
sent before him his captains and forces into Italy, passed 
over in the meantime to Alexandria, for to be possessed of 
the frontier straits and avenues ^ of Egypt. Here when he 
had voided P?ib. 40] all company from him and was entered 
alone into the temple of Serapis, after he had upon much pro- 
pitious favour of that god obtained devoutly at length turned 
himself about, him thought he saw Basilides one who was 
known to have had access ® unto no man and long since for the 
infirmity of his sinews scarce able to set one foot before an- 
other, and withal to be absent a great way off ®, to present unto 
him vervain and sacred herbs, garlands also and loaves of 
bread (as the manner is in that place). And hereupon im- 
mediately letters came unto him importing thus much, that 
the forces of Vitellius were discomfited before Cremona, re- 
porting besides that himself was killed at Rome. The only 
thing that he wanted (being, as one would say, a prince un- 
locked for and as yet new-come to the empire) was counten- 
ance, authority, and a kind as it were of royal majesty. But 
even that also came on apace by this occasion. It fortuned 
that a certain mean commoner stark-blind, another Ukewise 
with a feeble and lame {'leg, came both together unto him as 
he sat upon the tribunal, craving that help and remedy 
for their infirmities which had been shown unto them by 
Serapis in their dreams ; that he * should restore the one to 
his sight, if he did but spit into his eyes, and strengthen 
the other’s leg, if he vouchsafed only to touch it with his 
heel. Now whenas he could hardly believe that the thing 
any way would find success and speed [N. 15] accordingly, 
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and therefore durst not so much as put it to the venture, 
at the last, through the persuasion of friends, openly before 
the whole assembly he assayed both means, neither missed 
he of the effects About the same time, at Tegea in Arcadia, 
by the [impulse] and motion of prophets, there were digged 
out of the ground in a consecrated place manufactures and 
vessels of antique works, and among the same an image, 
resembling for aU the world Vespasian. 

8. Thus qualified as he was and graced rvith so great fame, 
he returned to Rome, and after his triumph over the Jews 
he added eight consulships more to that which of old he had 
borne. He took upon him also the censorship, and all the 
time of his empire esteemed nothing more dear than first to 
establish and afterwards to adorn the commonweal, brought 
almost to utter decay and at the point to fall down. 

The soldiers, some presuming boldly of their victories, 
others in grief for their shameful disgrace ^ were grown to all 
manner of Ucentiousness and audacity. The provinces like- 
wise and free states, yea, and some kingdoms, fell to discord 
and seditious tumults among themselves. And therefore of 
the Vitellians he both cassed [V. lo] and also chastised very 
many ; as for the partners with him in victory, so far was he 
from allorving them any extraordinary indulgence, that their 
very due and larviul rewards he paid not but slackly. And 
because he would not let slip any occasion of reforming 
military discipline, when a certain gallant youth smelling hot 
of sweet balms and perfumes came unto him, to give thanks for 
an office ® obtained at his hands, after a strange ® countenance 
showing his dislike of hun, he gave him also in words a most 
bitter and grievous check, sa 5 dng, " I would rather thou hadst 
stunk of garlic, and so revoked his letters patents for the 
grant. As touching the mariners and sea servitors, such of 
them as are wont to pass to and fro on foot by turns * from Ostia 
and Puteoli to Rome, who were petitioners unto him that some 
certain aUowance might be set down for to find them shoes, he 
thought it not sufficient to send them away without answer, 
but commanded that for ever after they should run up and 
dowm between unshod* j and so from that time they use to 
do. Achaia, Lycia, Rhodes, Byzantium, and Samos, first 
disfranchised*, likewise, Thracia, Cilicia, and Commagene, 
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10. Suits in law depending one upon another were grown 
in everj' court exceeding much, while the old actions by 
the inter\'al of jurisdiction* hung still undecided, and new 
quarrels arose to increase them, occasioned by the tumultuous 
troubles of those times. He chose therefore certain com- 
missioners by lot, some by whom the goods taken and 
carried away perforce during the wars might be restored, 
and others, who extraordinarily should determine and judge 
between party and party in centumviral cases * * (which 
were so many as that the parties’ themselves, as it was 
thought, could hardly by course of nature live to see an 
end of them), and reduce them all to as small a number as 
possibly might be. 


11. Wanton lust and wasteful expense without restraint of 
any man had gotten a mighty head. He moved the senate 
therefore to make a decree i that what woman soever joined 
herself in wedlock* unto another man's bondservant, should 
be reputed a bondwoman ; item, that it might not be lawful 
for usurers to demand any debt of young men while they were 
under their father's tuition for money credited out unto them. 
I mean, not so much as after their decease. In aU other 


matters, from the very first beginning of his empire unto the 
end, he was courteous enough and full of clemency. 

12. His former mean estate and condition he dissembled 
not at any time, nay, he would often of himself profess the 
same and make it known openly ; yea, and when some went 
about to fetch the original of the Flavian lineage from as 
far as the founders of Reate and the companion of Her- 
cules, w^ose monument is to be seen in the Salarian Way*, 
he mocked and laughed them to scorn for their labo4. 

in'lhmv “y outward ornaments 

rith the 1 being wearied 

th the slow march and tedious train of the pomp fCal. isl 

he could not hold but say plainly that ' “ n k 

Af. J » taragb if fLoouf it had of right 

Neither T or ever hoped for by himself*, 

addition of Pater pairia ^ =i«thonty and 

For’hehadforelet[Cal./" ? 

*• :] altogether the custom of searching 
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those that came in duty to salute him even while yet the civil 
war continued. 

13 . The frank speech^ of his friends, the figurative terms 
and quips of lawyers pleading at the bar, and the unmannerly 
rudeness of philosophers he took most mildly. Licinius 
Mucianus®, a man notorious for preposterous wantonness 
but (presuming confidently of his good deserts®) not so re- 
spective of [Cal. 26] him as reverent duty would, he could 
never find in his heart to gird and nip again but secretly ; 
and thus far forth only, as in complaining of him unto some 
good friend of them both to knit up aU with these words for 
a conclusion, " Yet am I a man®.” When Salvius Liberalis, 
pleading in the defence of a rich client, was so bold as to 
say, ” What is that to Caesar ®, if Hipparchus be worth 
100,000,000 sesterces ? ” himself also commended and thanked 
him for it. Demetrius the C3mic, meeting him in the way after 
he was come to his sovereign dignity and not deigning once 
to rise up nor to salute him, but rather barking at him I wot 
not what, he thought it enough to call cur-dog “. 

14 . Displeasures to him done and enmities he never carried 
in mind nor revenged. The daughter of Vitellius his enemy 
he married into a most noble house ; he gave unto her a 
rich dowry withal, and furniture accordingly. Whenas by 
reason that he was forbidden the court under Nero he stood 
in great fear and was to seek what to do or whither to go, 
one of the gentlemen huishers, whose office it was to admit 
men into the presence, in thrusting him out had bidden him 
dbire Morboniam^, to be gone in a mischief. When this 
fellow afterwards came to ask forgiveness, he proceeded no 
further in heat of anger but to words only, and to quit him 
with just as many and almost the very same. For so far was 
he from working the overthrow and death of any person 
upon any suspicion or fear conceived, that when his friends 
admonished him to beware of Mettius Pompusianus, because 
it was generally believed that the astrologers had by the horo- 
scope of his nativity assured him to be emperor another day, 
he advanced the same Mettius to the consulship, presuming 
and promising in the man’s behalf that he would be one day 
mindful of this benefit and good turn of his. 

15 . There is not lightly found an innocent person to have^ 
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been punished but when he was absent and not ware thereof, 
or at Icastwsc unwilling thereto and deceived. With Helvi- 
dius Priscus, who only had saluted him after his return out of 
SjTia by his private name plain Vespasian *, and being praetor 
in all liis edicts and proclamations passed him over without 
any honour at all or once naming him, he was not angry' and 
displeased before that he had with his most insolent alterca- 
tions made him in manner contemptible and little better than 
an ordinary person. Him also, noUnthstanding he was first 
confined to a place and afterwards commanded to be killed, he 
would have given a great deal to have saved by' all means 
possible, as who sent certain of purpose to call back the 
murderers ; and saved his life he had, but tliat false word 
came back that he was dispatched already. Otherwise he 
never rejoiced in the death of any’, but rather, when male- 
factors were justly punished and executed, he would weep and 
groan again. 


16. The only tiling for which he might worthily be blamed - 
was covetousness. For not content with this, to have re- 
wed the taxes and payfraents omitted by Galba, to have 
laid unto them other new and heai’y impositions, to have 
enhanced also the tributes of the pronnees, yea, and of some 
dupled the same, he fell openly to negotiate and deal in certain 
trades, which even for a prii’ate person were a shame to use ; 

uying up and engrossing some commodities for this purpose, 
only to put the same off aftenvards at a higher price. Neither 
ma e he it straung i to sell either honourable places unto 
fif or them, or absolutions and pardons to men in trouble, 
whether they were iraocent or guilty it skiUed not [N. 37]. 

lermore it is i erily’ thought that of his procurators, if any 
I ere gree y an given to extortion more than other, his maimer 
° nonce to higher offices, to the end 

rnna '' oiore enriched, he might soon after 

condemn them. And commonly it was said that those he 
^ed as sponges, for that he did wet them well when they 
were dry' and press them hard when they were wet. 

an covetous, and that 

^ h h H a Wm once therewith, who being 

at h^ hands denied feedom without paying for it (which 

he humbly craved of him now invested in the empire), cried 
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out with a loud voice and said. The wolf [fox] might change 
his hair, hut not his qualities. Contrariwise there be again 
who are of opinion that he was driven to spoil, to phi and 
poll [Cal. 38] of necessity, even for extreme want both in 
the common treasury and also in his own exchequer ; whereof 
he gave some testimony in the beginning immediately of his 
empire, professing that there was need of forty thousand 
millions [^320,000, 000] to set the State upright again. Which 
also seemeth to sound more near unto the truth, because the 
money by him ill-gotten he used and bestowed passing well. 

17 . To all sorts of men he was most liberal. The estate 
and wealth of senators “ he made up to the full. To decayed 
men that had been consuls he allowed for their maintenance 
500,000 sesterces by the year. Very many cities throughout 
the world by earthquake or fire ruinated, he re-edified better 
than they were before. 

18 . Fine wits and cunning artisans he set much store by 
and cherished them above all others. He was the first 
that out of his o\vn coffers appointed for professed rhetori- 
cians, as well in I^tin as in Greek, a yearly salary of 100,000 
sesterces apiece. Excellent poets, as also actors he bought 
up*. Semblably, upon the workman who had repaired and 
set up again the giantlike image called Colossus » he bestowed 
a notable congiary® and endowed him with a great stipend 
beside ; to an engineer also, who promised to bring into the 
Capitol huge columns with small charges, he gave for his device 
only no mean reward and released him his labour in perform- 
ing that work, saying withal by way of preface, that he 
should suffer him to feed the poor commons 

19 . At those plays during which the stage of Marcellus’ 
theatre newly re-edified was dedicated he had brought into 
request and use again even the old acroames^®. To Apol- 
linaris * the tragedian he gave 400,000 sesterces ; to Terpnus 
and Diodorus, two harpers, 200,000 apiece ; to some 100,000 ; 
and to whom he gave least 40,000, over and above a great 
number of golden coronets. He feasted continually, and 
for the most part by making full suppers, and those very 
plentiful® ; for why ? his meaning was to help the butchers 
and such as sold victuals. As he delivered forth gifts unto 
men at the Saturnalia, so he did to women upon the kalends 
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of March Yet verily, for all this could he not avoid the 
infamous name of his former avarice. The men of Alexandria 
termed him still Cybiosactes* after the surname of one of their 
kings, given to most base and beggarly gain. And even at his 
very funeral, bavor the arch-counterfeit', representing his 
person and imitating (as the manner is) his deeds and words 
while he lived, when he asked the procurators openly what 
the charge,s might be of his funeral and the pomp tliercto 
belonging, no sooner heard that it would arise to 10,000,000 
sesterces but he cried, " Give me 100,000 and make no more 
ado but tlirow me into the Tiber.” 

20. Of a middle ' stature he was, well-.set, his limbs compact 
and strongly made, with a countenance as if he strained 
hard for a stool. Whereupon one of these plai.sants [wits] 
came out wth a pretty conceit. For when Vespasian seemed 
to request the fellow for to break a jest upon him also as 
well as upon others, “ Tliat I will.” quoth he, ” if you had done 
your business once upon the seege.”« His health he had, 
no man better; although for the preservation thereof he 
Id no more but rub his owm jaws and other parts of tlie 
body to a certain just number wUiin the Sphacristcrium* *. 

and withal monthly interpose abstinence from all food one 
wnolc day 


Whflp he held. 

late L ^nd 

and the through all missives 

"d while he™ 1 "^"'i«ed his friends ; 

also apparelled'^a^H^^*^ 

of all occurrent bn ' ^ J^in'sclf ready. After dispatch 

and so to rest - ha himself to gestation*, 

deceased. From hi pr!w h „ ^ 

sure ; and sL opport™^^^^ ^ 

servants ivaited for especially to nr domestic 

90 A F i,- 'specialty to prefer their petitions in 

friends being mS^pka^ant 

many mattem courteous**, he dispatched 

y or mirtli. For given exceedingly he 
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was to scoffs and those so scurrilous and filthy that he could 
not so much as forbear words of ribaldry And yet there be 
many right pleasant conceited jests of his extant, among 
which this also goes for one. Being advertised by Mestrius 
Floras, a man of consul’s degree, to pronounce Plaustm^ 
rather than Plosira, he saluted him the next morrow by 
the name of Flauras®®. Having jnclded at length to a 
certain woman enamoured of him and ready as it were to 
die for pure love, when she was brought to his bed* and 
had given him forty thousand sesterces for lying with her^, 
his steward comes to put him in mind in what manner and 
form he tvould have this sum of money to be set dovm in 
his book of accounts* ; " Marr^', thus,” quoth he, " Vespa- 
siarw adamato. Item, given to Vespasian beloved ” <*. 

23. He used Greek verses also in good season and aptly 
applied, as namely of a certain fellow, tall and high of stature, 
but shrewd [N. 7 ] and testy wnthal », in this manner, 

Jlorpd gigit tpaSdur So\ixo<^Ktoy tyxot 

and especially of Corylus, his freedman ; upon whom, for 
that being exceeding rich, yet to avoid a payment some- 
time to his exchequer, he began to give it out that he was 
freeborn, and so changed his name and called himself Laches, 
Vespasian played in these terms : 

(J AdxVi Aix’lfj droWrpt, 

iivapx^ KiJpuXot l. 

O Lachc.s, I.achcs, wert thou once dead in grave. 

Thine old name Ccrylus again thou shall have. 

Howbeit, most of all he affected a kind of dicacity in his 
unseemly gain and filthy lucre, to the end that by some 
scoffing cavil he might put by and do away the envy [odium] 
of the thing, turning all to merry jests. 

A minister and servitor about him, whom he loved dearly, 
made suit in the behalf of one as his brother ® for a stewardship. 
When he had put him off to a further day, he called unto 
him the party himself that made means * for the thing ; 
and having exacted so much money at his hands as he had 
agreed for with the mediator aforesaid, without more delay 
he ordained him steward. Soon after, when the servitor 
interposed himself, " Go your ways,” quoth he, " seek you 
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anoth' r t<> l.f your bro'Ja.r ; for tlii-. frllow wlioin yoti thtnF 
to l'f> vijisrs i.- b-'i-frrn'' nuin-*.'’ b';!-*}KCiitu; that lu'* rnulf'i'-'-t 
who tirovi- hi'- carioclt nliuhtcd ouf tsir.f, ro. it wa re to rlity. hii 
muha, tiawt-hy to \i.;n ;u 5 v’.ima*’'> r,f {imft atid dday for 

nnt- that li.ul a ru.\tl>r iti law act! v.-.s corr.inj; unto hint, he 
asVtecl th- rnulf'tf-r what sniaht th' ^luwinn «f hir ntufes co-;t* 
and ro covcn.intcii v.ith him to have p.irt of iu'- paitii, Wiien 
hi', ton Titiis <:-'riji'd to find i.v.tU with him for devi-inn a hind 
of tribute tVrit out of nrin** th** tuortev tiiat carne unto his 
linnd of ih>‘ fit'* I'-'-yntcnt j,'' pn.t wsto in-, ton’s tinau, rohini; 
wiihrd whuti'.' r iu; w., ; otu udr d v.'it is tSsr ; nil'll, or no, and \v!i*rn 
he au'wered ’ No.” ” And y*,'t.” ^uoth h'-. ” it cometit of 
urine, Ceitain atr.b.’wa'i' :-, i'ronniit liim Mn.ni tiiat tiit-re 
was decreed fc;r Innt at tin ccur.n'.i'ii eharyt-; of tlie State a 
giantlihc iinatte that tvuuld cost no tite.in sum of inonev. 
He cornmandfd tiiem to re.ar tie- >'.r.tne itnmedlatHy, f.isow'inf; 
tliCTcwitli lii<; hand hollow ‘ ; "Here i-, the ba.se," quoth 
he, " and pedestal* for it n adv.” 

And not >-0 tnuch ar in the fear and t Mtrc.mo peril of death 
or are he scofrinp, [-or whcn.i': ainonp, other pnsihtttous 
wgn.s the matt-oleum’ of tin-. Caw tn; oym-d ntddcniv and a 
blazing star appe.ued, the one* of thertt he wid did Vfmeem 
Junta Cuilvina, a gentlewoman of Auguni!". fCaer-ar's) race’, 
the other » had reference to the king of the Parthiane, who 

diseaer"' access also and fit of hP 

;T'r •’ I am a-deifying 

CamnoTiiT consuldtip, after he had been assailed in 

s/cknVs- -1 Til motioas and grudgings’ of hte 

w n the city, he 

Tu?,cnT,t “■ '>™S “W 1* M, lie pvo 

looscnes oi ihc Mly “S hi^lc And 'd 'f ” 

1.0 ^=d in ti,.,-, j; 
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day before the kalends of July when he had lived threescore 
years and nine, seven months, and seven days over^. 

25. All writers agree in this, that so confident he was 
always of his own horoscope and his children's, that after so 
many conspiracies continually plotted against him he durst 
warrant and assure the senate that either his own sons should 
succeed him or none. It is said moreover that he dreamed 
upon a time how he saw a pair of scales hanging in the midst 
of the porch and entry of his house [on the] Palatine, with the 
beam thereof even balanced, so as in the one balance stood 
Claudius and Nero, in the other, himself and his sons. And it 
fell out so indeed ; for they ruled the empire of both sides so 
many years and the like space of time just. 
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THE HISTORY OF 
TITUS FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS 
AUGUSTUS 

1. Titus, surnamed, as his father was, Vespasianus [was 
called] the lovely darling and delightful joy of mankind, so 
fully was he either endowed %vith good nature and disposition, 
or enriched with skilful cunning, or else graced with fortune’s 
favour : and that, which is hardest of all, in his imperial 
state, considering that while he lived as a private person under 
the emperor his father, he could not avoid the very hatred and 
much less the reproof of the world. This Titus was bom the 
third day before the kalends of January^, in that year which 
was remarkable for the death of Gains the emperor, near unto 
the Septizonium », \vithin a poor ill-favoured house, in a very 
little chamber and dark withal ; for it remaineth yet to 
be seen. 

2. His education he had in the court together with Britan- 
nicus, trained up in the like arts and disciplines under the same 
teachers. At which time verily, men say that a fortune- 
teller* whom Narcissus the freedman of Claudius brought to 
see Britannicus, after inspection affirmed most constantly 
that by no means he*, but Titus who then stood hard by, 
should surely be emperor. Now were these two so familiar 
that (as it is verily thought) of the same cup of poison whereof 
Britannicus drank and died Titus also, sitting near unto him, 
t^ted ; whereupon he fell into a .grievous disease, that held 
him long and put him to great pain. In memorial of all which 
premises*, he erected afterwards for him* one statue of gold 
m the Palatium, as also another of ivory on horseback (which 
at the Circensian games is even at this day carried before in 
the solemn pomp) he dedicated and accompanied accordingly. 

3. At the very first, even in his chUdhood, there shone forth 
m him the gifts both of body and mind, and the same more and 
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more still by degrees as he grew in years ; a goodly presence 
and countenance, wherein was seated no less majesty ^ than 
favour and beauty ; a special clean strength, albeit his stature 
was not tall, but his belly bare out somewhat with the most ; 
a singular memory and aptness to learn all the arts, in manner 
[Cal. 34] as well of war as of peace. Most skilful he was in 
handling his weapon, and withal a passing good horseman ; for 
his Latin and Greek tongue, whether it were in making orations 
or composing poems, prompt and ready even to the perform- 
, ance thereof extempore. Neither was he unseen * in music, as 
who could both sing and also play upon instruments sweetly 
and with knowledge. I have heard also many men say that 
he was wont to write with ciphers and characters most swiftly, 
striving by way of sport and mirth w-ith his own clerks, 
whether he or they could write fastest, to express likewise and 
imitate what hand soever he had seen, yea, and to profess 
many a time that he would have made a notable forger and 
counterfeiter of writings. 

4. In quality of military tribune he served in the wars 
both in Germany and also in Britain with exceeding com- 
mendation for his industry and no less report of modesty^, 
as appeareth by a number of his images and titles to them 
annexed throughout both provinces. After this warfare 
of his, he pleaded causes in court, which he did rather to 
win credit and reputation® than to make it an ordinary 
practice®. At which very time he wedded [Arrecina], the 
daughter of TertuUus, a gentleman of Rome, but captain 
sometime of the praetorian bands ; and in the room of her 
deceased he took to wife Marcia [FumiUa], and from her, 
when she had borne unto him a daughter, he divorced him- 
self. After this upon his quaestorship, being colonel and 
commander of a whole legion, he brought under his sub- 
jection Taricheae* and Gamala, two most puissant cities of 
Judaea, where, in a certain battle having lost his horse under 
him by a deadly wound within his flanks, he moimted another 
whose rider in fight against him® had been slain and was 
fallen. 

5. Afterwards, when Galba was possessed of the State, 
being sent to congratulate his advancement, what way soever 
he Avent he turned all men’s eyes upon him, as if he had 
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been singled forth to be adopted. But so soon as he per- 
ceived all to be full of troubles again, he returned back out 
of his very journey and visited the oracle of Venus Paphia^, 
where, whilst he asked counsel about his passage at sea, he 
was confirmed withal in his hope of the empire. Having 
attained thereto * within short time and being left behind to 
subdue Judaea thoroughly, in the last assault of Jerusalem 


he slew twelve enemies that defended the wall with just so 
many arrows’ shot, and won the city upon the very birthday 
of his daughter with so great joy and favourable applause of 
aU his soldiers, that in their gratulation they saluted him 
emperor, and soon after, when he was to depart out of that 
province, detained him ; in humble manner, yea, and eft- 
soons in threatening wise instantly calling upon him to stay 
or else to take them all away together with him. Whereupon 
arose the first suspicion that he revolted from his father and 


had attempted to challenge the kingdom of the East parts for 
hunself ; which surmise himself made the more, after that 
on his way to Alexandria, as he consecrated at Memphis 
the ox Apis, he wore a diadem », which he did indeed accord- 
ing to the custom and rites of the ancient religion there, but 
there wanted not some who construed it otherwise. Making 
Italy, after he was arrived first at Rhegium 
M om thence at Puteoli, embarked in a merchant’s ship of 
burden, to Rome he goes directly with all speed and most 
ightly appomted : and unto his father looking for nothing 
^ quoth he, " father, I am come,” checking 

thereby the r^h and mconsiderate rumours raised of him. 
t tune for^vard he ceased not to cany himself 

empire Protector also of the 

min-T’ tnumphed, with him he jointly ad- 

ZthoZ he was in the tribune’s 

SaSnTT’t lihmvise in seven consulships. And 

ni^r f “ his father’s 

q^ito?s T in the 

^id an Offi captainship of the 

^ard, an office never to that timvWuted but by a gentle- 

ci^yi bu^n demeaned himself nothing 

civilly 1, but proceeded ^vlth much violence ; for ever as he 
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had any in most jealousy and suspicion, by sending secretly 
and underhand certain of purpose who in the theatres and 
camp should require for to have them punished (as it were 
with his father’s consent), he made no more ado but brought 
them all to their end. As for example, among these he com- 
manded Aulus Caecina, a man of consular degree and a guest 
by him invited to supper, when he was scarce gone out of the 
banqueting-parlour to be stabbed. I must needs say that 
driven he was to this violent proceeding upon an extremity 
of danger, considering that he had found out his hand-rvriting 
bearing evidence of a conspiracy that he plotted with the 
soldiers. By which courses, as he provided well and suffi- 
ciently for his own security another day, so for the present 
time he incurred very much dbpleasure and hatred of the 
world, insomuch as no man lightly, when so adverse a rumour 
was on foot and, that which more is, against the wills of all 
men would have stepped to the imperial throne. 

7 . Beside his cruelty suspected he was also for riotous life, 
in that he continued banqueting until midnight with the 
most profuse and wasteful spendthrifts of his familiar minions ; 
for wanton lust likewise, by reason of a sort of stale catamites 
and gelded eunuchs that he kept about him, and the affec- 
tionate love that he was noted to bear to queen Berenice^, 
unto whom also as it was said he promised marriage. Suspi- 
cion there was moreover of his pilling and polling [Cal. 38]. 
For certain it was that, in the commissions and hearing of 
causes which his father held, he was wont to sell the decision 
of matters and to make a gain thereby. After this, men both 
reputed and also reported him to be even another Nero. 
But this name that went of him proved good for him and turned 
to his greatest commendation, considering that no gross vice 
could be found in him, but contrariwise many excellent 
virtues. The feasts that he made were pleasant merriments 
rather than lavish and sumptuous. He chose for his friends 
such as in whom the emperors also his successors reposed 
themselves®, and whom they used especially as necessary 
members both for them and also for the commonwealth. As 
for queen Berenice, he sent her quickly away from the city of 
Rome, but full loath they were both of them to part asunder. 
Certain of his minions and darlings whom he favoured and 
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fancied most, albeit llicy were such artificial dancers that 
within a while after they carried the {’reatcsl praise and 
prize upon the slapc, he forbare quite not only to hugglc 
and embrace long together, but to Ircliold so much as once 
in any public meeting and assembly. 

From no citizen look he aught, and from aliens’ goods he 
abstained, if ever any did ; nay, he received not the very con- 


Inbutions granted and usually paid. And yet, l>cing inferior 
to none of his predecessors in munificence, as having dedicated 
an amphitlieatre’ and built the baincs liard by with great 
e.xpcdition he e.vhibitcd a spectacle of sword-fcnccrs, willi 
all kinds of furniture thereto Ixilonging in most plentiful 
manner. He represented also a n.aval fight in the old Nauma- 
chia [C. 39], in which very place he brought forth likewise 
his sword-fcnccrs to play their prizes [Cl. 21] ; and in that one 
day he put out to be baitwl 5000 xrild beasts of all sorts. 

8. Furthermore, being of his own nature most kind and 
gracious, whereas by a constitution and order that Tiberius 
began, all the Caesars his successors held not the benefits 


granted by former princes good and in force, unless tlicy 
also themselves made new grants of the same again, he was 
the first that by virtue of one .sole edict ratified and con- 
irrned all that had passed before, neither suffered he any 
petition to be made unto him for them. In all other suits 
and requests he evermore licld most constantly men’s minds 
A a would send none away without hope. 

t "4 domestic ministers about his person would seem 

‘^Wh promised more than lie urns able to perform : 

., ^ ■ dooth he, there ought no man to depart from 

4-° ^ Sad .and discontented." Calling to 

he had done notLg 

worthv a memorable and praise- 

worthy apophthegm, " My friends. I have lost a day." 

sionl wifh? ""Pf he entreated on all occa- 
sword-fieht courtesy that, ha\dng proposed a solemn 

forth not fn I profession that ho would set it 

Sv ev n r 'P J^^holders. And 

tlmt wouW r'Jlf 4 ’ 1 ' ^^Sht to them 

V hat the ^ m f ‘ willed them to ask 

what their minds stood to. Moreover, showing plainly that 

368 



THE HISTORY OF 
FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS 

1. DoiiiTiAN was born the ninth day before the kalends of 
November^, what time his father was consul elect and to enter 
upon that honourable place the month ensuing within the 
sixth region of Rome city, at the Pomegranate*, and in that 
house which afterwards he converted into the temple of the 
Flavian family. The flower of his tender years and the very 
prime of youth he passed by report in so great poverty and 
infamy* withal, that he had not one piece of plate or vessel 
of silver to be served with. And full well it is known that 
Claudius Pollio, a man of praetor’s degree (against whom there 
is a poem of Nero’s extant entitled Luscio •) kept by him a 
skrow \y. 15] of his own hand-rvriting, yea, and otherwhiles 
brought the same forth to be seen, wherein he promised him 
the use* of his body one night. Neither wanted some who 
constantly avouched that Domitian was in that sort abused 
even by Nerva, who soon after succeeded him. 

In the Vitellian troubles* he fled into the Capitol with his 
uncle Sabinus and part of the forces which were then present. 

ut when the adverse faction broke in and while the temple 
was on fire, he lay close aU night in the sexton’s’ lodging, and 
early in the morning, disguised in the habit of a priest of 
SIS and among the sacrificers belonging to that vain super- 
stition after he had passed over Tiber, accompanied vnth 
one only person, to the mother of a schoolfellow of his, he 
lurked there so secretly, that albeit the searchers traced him 
by his footing, yet could he not be found. At last, after 
victory obtamed he went forth and showed himseU, and being 
generally saluted by the name of Caesar*, the honourable 
dignity of the city praetor in the consular authority he took 
upon him m name and title only, the iurisdiction whereof he 

372 



FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS 

made over to his next colleague. But in all power of lordly 
rule® he carried himself so licentiously and wthout control 
that he showed even then betimes what a one he would prove 
hereafter. And not to handle every particular : having with 
unclean hands offered dishonour to many men’s wives, he ped] 
away and married also Domitia Longina, the wedded wife of 
Aelius [Lamia], and in one day gave and dealt above twenty 
offices uuthin the city and abroad in foreign provinces, inso- 
much as Vespasian commonly said, that he marvelled why 
he sent not one also to succeed in his place. 

2. He enterprised moreover a voyage into Gaul and Ger- 
many, notwithstanding the same was needless and his father’s 
friends dissuaded him from it, only because he would equalise 
his brother both in works ^ and reputation. For these pranks 
of his rebuked he was, and to the end he might the rather be 
put in mind of his j'^oung years and private condition, he dwelt 
together with his father ; in a litter he attended the curule 
chair of father and brother, whensoever they went forth of 
doors, and being mounted upon a white comser accompanied 
them both in their triumph over Judaea. Of six consulships 
he bore but one ordinary and the same by occasion that his 
brother Titus yielded unto him his own place and furthered 
him in his suit. 

Himself likewise made wonderful semblance of modesty ; 
but above all he seemed outwardly to affect poetry {a study 
which he was not so much unacquainted with before time but 
he despised and rejected it as much afterwards) and recited 
his own verses even in public place. Yet nevertheless, when 
Vologaesus, king of the Parthians, required aid against the 
Alans and one of Vespasian’s two sons to be the general of 
those forces, he laboured with might and main that himself 
before all others should be sent ; and because the quarrel was 
dispatched already to his hand®, he assayed by gifts and large 
promises to solicit other kings of the East to make the same 
request. 

When his father was dead, standing in doubtful terms 
with himself a long time whether he should offer unto the 
soldiers a donative duple to that of his brother Titus, he never 
stuck [Cal. 25 ] to give out and make his boast, that left he 
was to be partner with him in the empire, but that his father’s 
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will was very much abused. Neither would he give over 
from that time foiavard both to lay wait secretly for his 
brother and also to practise openly against him, until such 
time as he gave command, when he was stricken with grievous 
sickness, that he should be left for dead before the breath 
was out of his body ; and after he was departed indeed, 
vouchsafing him no other honour but his consecration*, he 
carped also at him many a time as %vcll in glancing figurative 
speeches as in open edicts. 


3. In the beginning of his empire his manner was to retire 
himself daily into a secret place for one hour*, and there 
to do nothing else but to catch flies and tvith the sharp point 
of a bodkin or writing-steel prick them through ; insomuch as 
when one inquired whether any body were with Caesar wthin, 
Vibius Crispus made answer not impertinently, “No, not so 
much as a fly." After this, Domitia his own wife, who in his 


second consulship had home him a son, and whom tw'o years 
after he had saluted as empress by the name of Augusta, her I 
say, falling in fancy w’ith Paris the stage-player and ready to 
for his love, he put away ; but within a small while after 
(as impatient of this breach and divorce) took her home and 
married her again, as if the people had instantly called upon 
im so to do. In the administration of the empire he be- 
haved hmseH for a good while variably, as one made of an 
equal mixture and temper of vices and virtues, until at len^ 
urned his virtues also into vices, being (so far as we may 
conjecture) over and above his natural inclination, for want 
coveto^ and greedy, for fear bloody and cruel. 

4. He exhibited ordinarily magnificent and sumptuous 
J amphitheatre, but in the circus also ; 

m wluch, beside the usual running of chariots, drawn as weU 

S represented likewise two battles 

Iv^fivT and in the amphitheatre a 

ted fn ^ sword-fencers he 

WhtTnto torch-lights, and he 

S eSLn eV but woi^en also 

to encounter ivild beasts. Furthermore, at the games of 

SsT btefdif T ""a havingTJmes 

usTaeJni ^“<1 f^relet [Cal. ar] he brought into 

use agam) he was always present in person, so as he gave the- 
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people leave to choose two pair of sword-fencers out of his 
own school, and those he brought in royally and courtlike 
appointed in the last place. And at all sights of sword- 
players there stood ever at his feet a little dwarf arrayed in 
scarlet with a small head that it was wonderful, with whom he 
used to talk and confer otherwhiles of serious matters. Certes, 
overheard he was, when he demanded him of what he knew 
and what he thought of the last disposal of the provinces, 
and namely of ordaining Mettius Rufus lieutenant-general 
of Egypt. He exhibited naval battles performed in manner 
[Cal. 34] by full fleets and complete navies, having digged 
out a great pit for a lake and built a stone wall round about 
it near unto the Tiber ; and those he would behold in the 
greatest storms and showers that were. He set forth also the 
secular plays and games, making his computation from the 
year, not wherein Claudius, but Augustus long before had made 
them. During these, upon the day of the Circensian solemni- 
ties, to the end there might be a hundred courses ^ the sooner 
run, he abridged the races of every one, to wit, from seven to 
four. 

He ordained moreover in the honour of Jupiter Capito- 
linus quinquennial games of threefold masteries, music, horse- 
riding, and gymnastic exercises, and in the same rewarding 
victors with coronets more by a good many than now they be. 
Herein the concurrents strove also for the prize in prose, both 
Greek and Latin ; and besides single harpers there were sets 
of those also that played upon the harp, yea, and consorts of 
such as sung thereto in a choir. In the running-place, virgins 
also ran for the best games. At all these masteries and 
solemnities he sat as president in his pantofles®, clad in a 
robe of purple after the Greek fashion wearing on his head 
a golden coronet with the image of Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva, 
having the priest of Jupiter and the college of the religious 
called Flaviales® sitting by him in like habit, saving that in 
their coronets there was his image also. Semblably he cele- 
brated every year upon the Alban mount the Quinquatrus of 
Minerva, in whose hoirour he had instituted a society, out of 
which there should be chosen by lot masters ond wardens of 
that solemnity, who were to exhibit peculiar and especial 
beast-baitings and stageplays, yea, and contentions for the 
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prize of orators and poets besides. He gave a largesse to the 
people thrice, to wt. three hundred sesterces apiece, and at the 
show of the sword-fight a most plenteous dinner*. At the 
solemn SeptimontiaH sacrifice he made a dole of viands, allow'- 
ing to the senators and gentlemen fair large panniers, to the 
commons, small maunds ‘ with cates in them ; and was the 
first himself tliat fell to his meat. Tlic next daj’ after he 
scattered among them missiles [Cal. i8] of all sorts, and because 
the greater part thereof fell to the ranks of the common 
people, he pronounced by word of mouth for every scaffold 
of senators and gentlemen fifty tickets or tallies 

6. Iifany buildings, and tliosc most stately, which had been 
consumed with fire he re-cdificd, and among them the Capitol 
which had been fired again but all under the title of his own 
name without any memorial of the former founders. Marry, 
he founded a new temple in the Capitol to the honour of 
Jupiter Gustos, also the Forum, which is now called Nervae 
Forum, likewise the temple of the FlaNuan family, a show- 
placc for running and wTcstling, another for poets and musi- 
cians to contend in *, and a naumachia for ships to encounter. 
Of the stone that was about which the greatest Circus ’ of all 
was aftenvards built, by occasion that both sides thereof had 
been burnt down. 


6. Expeditions he made, some voluntary, some upon 
necessity ; of his mvn accord that against the Cliatti, upon 
cems raint one against the Sarmatians, by occasion that one 
Woe egion together with their lieutenant fell upon the 
swor , two against the Daci, the former because Oppius 
. abinus, a man of consul's degree, was defeated and slain, 
^d the second for that Cornelius Fuscus, captain of the 

Sur^f committed the whole 

falter sL J s iT'l ^hatti and Daci 

umohed t r variety of fortune) he tri- 

P srated only Jupiter Capitolinus wth his laurel garland. 

aTdtL?b?r''’ d' absence*. 

conflt hap. whenas at the very hour of 

tS Wbilns T overflowing suddenly stayed 

the barbanans forces as they would have passed over to 
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warned eft-scons the commissioners and judges delegate not 
to accommodate themselves and give car unto persuasive 
and rhetorical assertions The judges that were bribed 
and corrupted with money he noted and disgraced every 
one together with their assessors upon the bench. He moved 
also and persuaded the tribunes of the commons to accuse 
judicially for e.xtortion and to force unto restitution a base and 
corrupt aedile’, 3'ca, and to call unto the senate for to have a 
jury empanelled upon him. Moreover, so careful was he to 
chastise as well the magistrates within Rome as the rulers of 
provinces abroad of their misdemeanours, that never at any 
time they were either more temperate or just in their places ; 
the most part of whom after his days we ourselves have seen 
culpable, yea, and brought into question for all manner of 
crimes. 


Having taken upon him the censuring and reformation of 
manners, he inhibited that licentious liberty taken up in 
theatres, of beholding the plays and games pell-mell one wth 
another in the quarter and ranks appointed for gentlemen. 
Defamatory libels written and divulged, wherein men and 
women of good mark were touched and ta.\ed, he abolished not 
without shame and ignominy of the authors. A man of 
quaestor s degree, because he took pleasure in puppet-like 
gesturing and dancing, he removed out of the senate. From 
women of dishonest carriage ‘ he took away the priNulege and 
fitters ; he made them incapable also of legacies 
an m eritances. A gentleman of Rome he rased out of 
• f ™ tables of judges, for recei\'ing his wfe again 
m o we oc', whom he had before put away and sued in an 
c '0^ o a ultery. Some of both degrees, as well senators 
^ gentlemen, he condemned by %drtue of the law Scantinia^ 
nptrr whoredoms committed by Vestal votaries, 

kind with the former delinquents in that 

manner » to the ancient 

ktae” L'.k T given liberty unto the sisters Ocel- 

banished th ° ° ^''romlla for to choose their o\vn deaths and 

mlded th t r ^terwards com- 

Tcrut an^ r 'vho in times past had been 

acquit and a long time after was called into question again 
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and convicted, should be buried quick and the parties who 
had committed incest with her beaten with rods to death in 
the Comitium ; except one alone, a man of praetor’s degree, 
unto whom, whiles the matter remained yet doubtful and 
because he had confessed and bewrayed himself (upon his 
examination by torture which was uncertain), he granted the 
favour of exile. 

And that no religious service of the gods should be con- 
taminated and polluted without condign punishment, the 
monument or tomb, which his freedman had built for a son of 
his with the stones appointed for the temple of Jupiter Capito- 
linus, he caused his soldiers to demolish, and the bones and 
rehcs therein he drowned in the sea. 

9. At the first he abhorred all bloodshed and slaughter, so 
far forth as that (while his father was yet absent), calling to 
remembrance this verse of VirgU, 

Impia quam''- cacsis gens est epulata jtivcncis, 

Ere godless people made their feasts 
With oxen slain (poor harmless beasts), 

he purposed fully to publish an edict, forbidding to kill and 
sacrifice any ox. Of covetousness also and avarice® he gave 
scarcely the least suspicion, either at any time when he led 
a private life or a good while after he was emperor, but con- 
trariwise rather he showed great proofs oftentimes not of 
abstinence® only but also of liberality. And whensoever he 
had bestowed gifts most bountifully upon those that were 
about him, he laid upon them- no charge before this nor with 
more earnestness, than to do nothing basely and beggarly. 
Moreover, one legacy put down in the last will of Rustus 
Caepio, who had provided therein that his heir should give 
yearly unto every one of the senators as they went into the 
Curia a certain sum of money, he made void. 

All those likewise, whose suits had hung and depended in 
the chamber of the city * from before five years last past, he 
discharged and delivered from trouble. Neither suffered he 
them to be sued and molested again but within the compass of 
one year and with this condition, that the accuser (unless he 
overthrew his adversary by that time) should be banished for 
his labour. The scribes and notaries belonging to the quaes- 
tors, who by an old custom (but yet against the Clodian law) 
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used to negotiate and trade, he pardoned only for the time 
past. The odd ends and cantcls* of grounds, which after the 
division of lands by the veteran soldiers* remained here and 
there cut out as it were from the rest, he granted unto the old 
ou-ners and landlords as in the right of prescription. The 
false information of matters, whereof the penalty came to the 
exchequer, he repressed, and sharply punished such informers. 
And this (by men’s saying) was a speech of his *, " The prince 
that chasteneth not promoters [N. 32], setteth them on to 
promote.” 

10. But long continued he not in this train either of 
clemency or of abstinence ; and yet fell he somewhat sooner 
to cruelty than to covetousness. A scholar of the cuniung 
player and counterfeit Paris, being as yet of tender years 
and at that time verj’ sick, he murdered, for that both in skill 
and also in countenance and feature of body he seemed to 
resemble his master. Semblably dealt he with Hermogenes 
of Tarsus for certain figures of rhetoric* interlaced in his 
historj', and withal crucified the scriveners and writers that 
had copied it out. A householder *, for saying these words, 
that the Thracian fencer* was equal to the mirmillo *> but 
inferior to the setter forth of the game*, he caused to be 
plucked down from the scaffold in the theatre into the plain 
eneath, and there to be cast before the greedy mastiffs, with 
this title, Impic loculus parmularins. The parmularius* <= hath 
blasphemed. 


Many senators, and some of them which had been con- 
^s, he killed. Among whom Civicus Cerealis, in the very 
time When he ivas proconsul in Asia, Salvidienus Orfitus 
Md Acihus Glabno during their exUe he put to death, pre- 
tending that they practised innovation* in the State; aU 
most slight causes. As for example, 
I us :^ia, for certain suspicious jests (I must needs say) 
Dnndf as were stale and harmless ; namely, because unto 
f 11 ^ (after he had taken from him his ^vife*) he 

feU a-pmismg of her voice*, he said, "I hold my peace*, 
mnm’ ' ^ SO or that unto Titus, moving him to a second 

another) would not you also 
any her? Salvius Cocceianus', because he had cele- 
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bratcd the birthday-mind [Aug. 53} of Otho the emperor, 
Ins uncle Mettius Pompusianus [Vesp. 14], for that it 
was commonly said he had the horoscope in his nativity 
of an emperor, and carried about him the map or geographic^ 
descaription of the world in certain parchments, and withal the 
orations of kings and brave captains written out of Titus 
Livius ; for imposing likewise the names of Mago and Han- 
nibal “ upon some of his slaves. Sallustius Lucullus, lieu- 
tenant-general of Britain, for suffering certain spears of a new 
fashion to be caUed Lucullean Junius Rusticus, for pub- 
lishing the praises of Paetus Thrasea and Helvidius Priscus 
and calling them most holy and upright persons ; by occasion 
of which criminous imputation (charged upon Rusticus) he 
packed away all philosophers out of the city of Rome and 
Italy. He slew also Helvidius the son for that in an inter- 
lude (as it were) and by way of an cxodiuvt [farce] upon 
the stage, he had under the persons of Paris and Oenone 
acted the divorce between him ” and his wife. Flavius 
Sabinus, one of liis cousin germans, because upon the election 
day of the consuls, the crier chanced to mistake a little and 
before the people to pronounce him (being consul elect) not 
consul, but emperor. 

And yet after his victory in the civil war he became much 
more cruel ; for many of the adverse party, even such as lying 
hid a good while were found out by tliose that were privy 
unto them’^®, he by devising a new kind of torture made 
to confess, namely, by thrusting fire into the passage of then- 
secret parts ; some also he dismembered by cutting off their 
hands. And this is for certain kno-wn : that two only and no 
more of the most notorious*” among them, to wit, a tribune of 
senator's degree and a centurion were pardoned ; who, the 
sooner to show that they were unguilty, had proved themselves 
to have been effeminate catamites, and therefore could not 
possibly be of any reckoning, either with captain or soldiers. 

11 . Now in this cruelty of his he was not only excessive 
but also subtle and crafty, coming -upon men when they 
looked least for it, A controller ‘ of his own, the very day 
before he crucified him, he called into his bed-chamber and 
made him to sit down by him upon a pallet or bedside ; he dis- 
missed him light-hearted and merry ; he deigned him also a 
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favour and remembrance from his own supper Unto 
Aretinus Clemens, a man of consul’s degree, one of his familiar 
minions and bloodliounds to fetch in booty, when he purposed 
to condemn piim] to death, he showed the same countenance 
as beforetime, yea, and more grace than ordinary, until at 
last, as he went with him in the same litter, by occasion that 
he espied the informer against him ; “ How sayest thou ? ” 
quoth he ; “ Clemens, shall we to-morrow hear this most arrant 
knave and varlet, what he can say ? ” And because he 
would with greater contempt and disdain abuse men's patience, 
he never pronounced any heavy and bloody sentence without 
some preamble and preface of clemency, so that there was not 
now a surer sign of some horrible end and conclusion than a 
mild beginning and gentle exordium. 

Some that stood accused of treason he inducted into the 
Curia and when he had premised a speech “ that he would 
make trial that day how dear he was unto the senate, he soon 
efiected thus much thereby that the parties should have their 
judgement to suffer More majorum * ; and then, himself 
affrighted as it were with tire rigorous cruelty of that punish- 
ment would intercede in these words (for it shall not be im- 
pertinent to know the very same as he delivered them) : 
" Permit, my good lords, this to be obtained of your gracious 
piety (which I know I shall hardly obtain) that ye would 
do so much favour unto these persons condemned as that 
they may choose what death they will die ; for by this ye 
shall spare your oum eyes and all the world shall know that I 
was present in the senate.” 

12. Having emptied his coffers with expenses of buildings 
and games exhibited to the people, as also with that stipend ^ 
paid unto the soldiers over and above the former [7], he assayed 
verily, for easement of the charges belonging to the camp, for 
to diminish the numbers and companies of soldiers. But 
perceiving that hereby he was both in danger of the bar- 
barians, and also nevertheless to seek which way to be relieved 
from burdens, he made no reckoning at all but to raise booties, 
to rob and spoil he cared not how. The goods of quick and 
dead both were everywhere seized upon ; who the accusers 
were, or what the matter was, it skilled not. Sufficient it 
was, if any deed or word whatsoever were objected against 
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one to make it high treason against the prince. Inheritances, 
were they never so far off and belonging to the greatest 
strangers, were held confiscate and adjudged to the em- 
peror’s coffers, in case but one would come forth and depose 
that he heard the party deceased say whiles he lived. That 
Caesar “ was his heir. But above all others the Jews were 
most grievously plagued in the exchequer " ; unto which 
were presented as many of them as either professed ^ in Rome 
to live as Jews, or else dissembling their nation had not paid 
the tributes imposed upon them. I remember that myself, 
being a very youth, was in place when an aged Jew, fourscore 
and ten years old, was by the procurator ^ in a most frequent 
assembly searched whether he were circumcised or no. 

From his very youth nothing civil and sociable he was = ; 
bold of heart, audacious withal, and as well in words as deed 
beyond all measure excessive. Unto Caenis his father’s 
concubine newly returned out of Istria and offering to kiss his 
lips (as her manner was) he put forth his hand. Taking it 
heinously that his brother’s son-in-law “ had attending about 
him his servitors also, clad in fair white, he cried out, 

oi 5 k ayaOiiv iroXvKOipat’lif, 

There is no good plurality 

In lordship and in sov’reigntj'. 

13. But when he was mounted once to the imperial seat, 
he stuck not in the very senate to make his boast that he 
it was who had given unto his father and brother both the 
empire, and they had but delivered it up to him again. Also, 
when after divorcement he brought home and remarried his 
wife, he bashed not to give it out that she was called to his 
sacred bed Moreover, upon the day when he made a great 
dinner unto the people®, he was weU-content and pleased to 
hear their acclamation throughout the theatre in these words, 

Domino et Daminae feliciter, 

All happiness to our Lord and Lady. 

Likewise at the solemnity of trying masteries in the Palatium 
' [ 4 ], when all the people besought him with great consent and 
one accord to restore Palfurius Sura® (one in times past de- 
graded and thrust out of the senate, but at that time crowned 
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among the orators for his eloquence) he vouchsafed them no 
answer, but only by voice of the public crier commanded them 
silence. With semblable arrogance, whenas in the name of his 
procurators he indited any formal letters, thus he began, Our 
Lord and God thus commandeth. \\^ereupon afterwards 
this order was taken up, that neither in the writing or speech of 
any man‘ he should be otherwise called. No statues suffered 
he to be erected for him in the Capitol but of gold and sUvef ; 
and the same of a certain weight, just *. As for two-fronted 
Jani' and arches witli their four steeds, together with the 
ensigns and badges of triumph, he built them stately and so 
many in every’’ quarter and region of the city, as that in one 
of the said arches there was this mot in Greek written, apKti ’ 

It is enough. 

He took upon him seventeen consulships, more than ever 
any man before him ; of which those seven in the middle he 
bore continually one after another, and in manner all in name 
and title only ; but none of them beyond the kalends of May 
and most to the ides only of January'*. Now after his two 
triumphs 1°, having assumed into his style the addition of 
Germanicus, he changed the denomination of the months 
September and October, calling them after his owm name 
Germanicus and Domitianus, for that in the one he entered 
upon his empire and -was bom in the other 

14;. In these courses that he took, being both terrible and 
odious also unto all men, surprised he was in the end and 
murdered by his friends and freedmen that were most in- 
ward VrUth him, who together with his ^vife conspired his 
death. The last year and day of his life, the very hour 
also and what kind of death he should die, he had long time 
before suspected. F or when he was but a youth the Chaldaean 
astrologers had foretold him all. His father also, one time at 
supper, when he saw him forbear to eat mushrooms, laughed 
him to scorn as ignorant of his own destiny, for that he did 
not fear the sword ratlier. And therefore, being always 
timorous and stricken into his pensive dumps upon the least 
suspidons presented, he was beyond aU measure troubled and 
disquieted, insomuch as it is credibly reported, that no other 
cause moved him more to dispense with that edict which he had 
proclaimed for the cutting dovn and destroying of ■vineyards, 
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therewth, the temple also of the Flavian lineage, likewise his 
o^vn house in the Palatium and very bed-chamber. More- 
over, out of the base of his triumphal statue the title being 
driven by force of a storm, felFdown into the sepulchre next 
adjoining. That tree [Vesp. 5] which, being laid along, had 
risen up again when Vespasian was yet a private person, fell 
suddenly then a second time. The image of Fortune at 
Praeneste^, which aU the time of his empire, when he recom- 
mended xmto her the new year, was wont to give him a happy 
answer and always the same, now in this last year delivered 
one most woeful and not without mention of blood. 

He dreamed that Minerva whom he worshipped supersti- 
tiously, departed out of her chapel and said she could not 
protect him any longer, for that she was by Jupiter disarmed. 
But %wth no one thing was he so much disquieted as with 
the answer of Ascletario the astrologer, and the accident 
that chanced unto him thereupon. This Ascletario, being 
informed against and not denying that he had delivered 
what by his art and learning he foresaw, he questioned with 
and asked what his own end should be ; and when he made 
answer and af&rmed that his destiny was to be tom in pieces 
with dogs, and that shortly after, he caused him presently 
[Cal. 22] to be killed ; but to prove the rashness and uncer- 
tainty of his skill and profession, he commanded vrithal 
that he should be buried wth as great care as possibly might 
be. In the doing whereof accordingly, it fortuned that 
by a sudden tempest the corpse being cast down out of the 
funeral fire, the dogs tare and rent it piecemeal, when it 
was but half-burnt , and the same happened to be reported 
unto him among other tales and news of that day, as he 
sat at supper, by Latinus the player and counterfeit jester, 
who as he passed by chanced to see and mark so much. 

- 16. The day before his death, when he had given command 
that certain mushrooms set before him should be kept against 
the morrow, he added moreover, " If I may have use of 
them’ ; and turning to those that were next him he said, 
the day foUo^vmg it would come to pass that the moon should 
imbrue herself with blood in the sign Aquarius, and some act 
be seen whereof men should speak all the world over. But 
about midnight so scared he was^ that he started out of his 
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bed. Hereupon in the morning betimes he gave hearing unto 
the soothsayer sent out of Germany, who being asked his 
opinion about the lightning had foretold a change in the 
State, and him he condemned. And whiles he scratched 
very hard at a wart in his forehead which was festered and 
grown to be sore, seeing blood run out of it, " Would God,” 
quoth he, ” this were all.” Then asked he what was a-clock, 
and instead of the fifth hour which he feared word was brought 
for the nonce that it was the sixth. Being joyous hereupon 
that the danger was now past, and hastening to cherish his 
body and make much of himself, Parthenius his principal 
chamberlain turned him another way, saying there was one 
come who brought tidings (I wot not what) of great conse- 
quence, and of a matter in no wse to be deferred. Voiding 
[Cal. 58] therefore aU persons from him, he retired to his bed- 
chamber, and there was he murdered. 

17. As touching the manner how he was forelaid [C. 25] and 
of his death, thus much (in manner) hath been divulged. 
Whiles the conspirators were in question wth themselves and 
doubtful when and how they should set upon him, that is to 
say, whether he bathed or sat at supper, Stephen the pro- 
curator [steward] of Domitilla^, and at the same time in 
trouble for intercepting certain moneys, offered his advice and 
helping hand ; who having for certain days before bound up 
and enwrapped his left arm (as if it had been amiss) with wool 
and swaddling bands, thereby to avert from himself all 
suspicion, at the very hour interposed fraud and made a he. 
For professing that he would discover the conspiracy, and in 
that regard being admitted into the chamber, as Domitian 
was reading of a biU which he preferred \mto him and there- 
with stood amazed, he stabbed him beneath in the very share * 
near unto his privy parts. When he was thus wounded and 
began to struggle and resist, Clodianus, a comicularius and 
Maximus, a freedman of Parthenius, and Satur, the dean or 
decurion of the chamberlains * -with one out of his own sword- 
fencers' school, came in upon him, gave him seven wovmds, and 
killed him outright. A youth and page of his, who stood 
by (as his wonted manner was) because he had the charge 
of his bed-chamber Lares and was present at this murder 
committed, made this report moreover ; that Domitian 
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at the very first wound given immediately bade bim rcadi 
the dagger that lay under his pillow and to call in his ministers 
and servitors, i)ut at the bed’s head he found nothing at ail 
thereof save the haft only, and as for the doors besides, they 
were all fast shut ; also that Domitian in this mean space 
took hold of Stephen, bore him to the ground and wrestled 
with him a long time ; that he one while assayed to wrest his 
sword out of his hands, another while (albeit his fingers were 
hurt and mangled) to pluck out his eyes. 

Well, killed he was, the fourteenth day before the Iralcnds 
of October in the forty-fifth year of his age and Uie 
fifteenth of his empire. His dead bodj' was carried forth 
upon the common bier bj' tlie ordinary bearers, and Phyllis 
his nurse burned it in a funeral fire, within a country-manor 
of his own near unto the city, situate upon Oie highway Latina. 
But his relics she [secretly] bestowed in the temple of the 
Flavian familj', and blended the same with the ashes of Julia, 
the daughter of Titus, whom she had reared and brought up. 

18. Of stature he was tall, his countenance modest, and 
given much to redness » ; his eyes full and great, but his sight 
very dim. Besides, fair he was and of comel 3 ' presence, 
especially in his youth ; well-shaped all his body tlirough- 
out, excepting his feet, the toes whereof were of the shortest 
In process of time, he became disfigured and blemished 
with baldness, udth a fat grand-paunch and slender sharfks, 
and j'ct they grew to be so lean upon occasion of a long sick- 
ness. For his modesty and shamefacedness he so well per- 
ceived himself to be commended, that one time before the 
senate he gave out these words, " Hitherto certainlj' ye have 
liked well of my mind and of my countenance." With his 
bald head he was so much irked, that he took it as a reproach 
unto himself, if any man else were either in bord* or good 
earnest twitted therewith ; albeit in a certain Uttle book, 
which he wrote unto a friend of his, concerning the nourish- 
ment and preservation of the hair of the head, he by way of 
consolation both to that friend and also to himself inserted 
thus much : 

o^x Apift oto* iciyi) icaXoj rt ixiyni Tf» ; 

See'st thou not yet how big and tall 

How fair I am and comely withal ? 
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" And yet/' quoth he, " my destiny * and fortune will'be to 
have the same defect of hair, and with a stout heart I endure 
that the bush of my head waxeth old in my fresh youth. And 
this would I have you to know, that nothing is more lovely, 
notliing more frail and transitory than beauty and favour.” 

19. Being impatient of all labour and painstaking, he was 
not lightly^ seen to walk in the city. In any expedition 
and march of the army seldom rode he on horseback, but 
was carried in a litter®. No affection had he to bear arms or 
wield weapons, but delighted he was especially to shoot 
arrows. Many men have seen him oftentimes, during his 
retiring abode at Alba, to kill with shot a hundred \vild beasts 
of sundry sorts at a time, and of very purpose to stick some of 
them in the head, so as that with two shoots he would set his 
shafts in their fronts like a pair of horns. Sometimes he 
would drive his arrows point-blank so just ® against the palm 
of a child's right hand, standing far off and holding it forth 
stretched open for a mark, as they should all directly pass 
through the void spaces between the fingers and do him no 
harm at aU. 

20. All liberal studies in the beginning of his empire he 
neglected, albeit he took order [Cal. 8] to repair the libraries 
consumed with fire, to his exceeding great charges ; making 
search from all parts for the copies of books lost and send- 
ing as far as to Alexandria to write them out and correct 
them. But never gave he his mind to know histories, or to 
have any skill in verse, or to write aught, though necessity 
so required. Except it were the commentaries and acts* of 
Tiberius Caesar he never used to read anything. For his 
epistles, orations and edicts he employed the wits of other men 
to draw and frame them. Howbeit his ordinary speech was 
not inelegant, and otherwhiles you shoTild have him come 
forth even with notable sentences and apophthegms. As for 
example : " Would God," quoth he, " I were as fair and well- 
favoured as Mettius® thinks himself to be ” ; and seeing one’s 
head parti-coloured, with yellowish and white silver hairs inter- 
mingled, he said it was snow and mead® mixed together. 
His saying it was, that the condition of princes was most 
miserable, who could not be credited as touching a conspiracy 
plainly detected unless they were slain first. 
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21. IVhensoever his leisure served, he solaced himself with 
dice-play, even upon the very^ work-day, and in morning 
hours. He bathed by dajdime, and made his dinner so 
liberal to the full, that seldom for his supper he took any- 
thing, unless it were a Matian apple ^ and a small supping 
or portion out of a narrow-mouthed and great-beUied glass. 
He feasted often and that very plentifully, but his feasts 
were short and after a snatching manner ; certes, he never 
sat past sunsetting, nor admitted any rear-banquets [V. 13] 
after supper. For towards bedtime he did nothing but in a 
secret chamber walk by himself alone. 


22. To fleshly lust he was overmuch given. The ordinary 
use of Venus, as it were a kind of exercise, he named Clinopale, 
as one would say bed-wrestling. The report went that him- 
self used with pincers to depilate his concubines, and to swim 
among the commonest naughty packs ^ that were. His 
brother s daughter ®, offered first unto him in marriage whiles 
she was yet a maiden, when he had most resolutely refused 
y reason he was entangled and overcome \vith the marriage 
o omitia, not long after, when she was bestowed upon 
anotter, of his own accord he solicited and was naught [C. 6] 
mth her, even verily whUes his brother Titus yet lived. After- 
war^ when she was bereft of father and husband both, he 
loved her with most ardent affection and that openly inso- 
much as that he was the cause of her death, by forcing her to 
wen?^^ untimely fruit* wherewith she 


the solI?r, ) T indifferently, but 

t 'vent ;bout 

stntlv did it, calling most in- 
to be executed thL murder^ 

that being assemblerin sr^at fr rejoiced, 

could not rule themsel^^^^^^ they 

tear him now dead vdth the moT^ 
kinds of acclamations ^ that they c“ui?r'^^^^ 
ladders to be brought in his sLtrh!^ I J .‘=°“®“dmg 
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and dashed against the hard floor ; in the end, tiiat all titles 
wheresoever bearing his name should be rased and scraped out, 
and his memorial abolished quite for ever. Some few months 
before he was murdered, there was a crow on the Capitol spake 
these words plainly, torai rni-ra nakCk, All shall be well ; 
and there wanted not one who interpreted this strange prodigj' 
thus : 

Nupir Tarprio quae se.dit culmiue cornix, 

Kit bene non potuit dicere, dixit Erit. 

The crow which lately sal on top of Tarpeie news to tell, 

'Tis well whenas she could not say, said yet. it will he well. 

And reported it is that Domitian himself dreamed how he 
had a golden excrescence rising and bunching behind his 
neck, and knew for certain that thereby was portended and 
forcsignificd unto tlie commonwealth a happier state after 
him. And so it fell out, I assure j'ou, shortly after ; such was 
the abstinent and moderate carriage of tlie emperors next 
ensuing t*. 
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I'. S?, 1 10 ■ “or ill.- rircii'." Thcljite-.t irtts for CiVr-ctv- read ciuart: 

*' ot it\ ihc ncij'hNuirUoo'l lof the I'Oium).’ 

r. 101, 1 a3 Artir.y 'hould be Auytufus, who war raid to l)a« desired 
Ihc (bi'.i;htet ol Co’iso for Ins "Aife. 

r. 103, 1 . Zf,. The Uotin in ih- orir.in.sl, followini: iroXMai, para- 
phr.oscd by H. in his note bet omiticd by hini in ihe Irnnslalion, U tt/c 
CCS appethsre tres reerirrrr tsc tna c.'srctncfcra/ti rr/.?, **ivnd nes'er called 

them anythin!; iiuS three Ixiils and Ins ihice canixf.” (j). 3$ n.). 

I’. 116,1 2 A IS said to hair “pill pfepn'.itinns unto verbs ; 

others read iid'ihis, that he pul prciKisilions liefore the names of towns 
where Rranimatienl usnee was ar.aii’.M it. 

1 ’. t6S, 1 . 31. The w orris “ impv.icnl of ... at Uome" ate a para- 
phrase of the old ri'.sdiii!: Kcmnc ; later texts have rc’^cduirun, 

“ tinahle to bear his rcmcrinl measures." 

r. 218, 1. 5 “As his style framed. " As Ids pen siitlesl, or perhaps, ns 
the fit tool, him. 

I’. 229, t. 7. n. licrc translates txf-csccrtlssr. Head cs/ascfrctsf : "to 
bee from the consuls that they (the kmj;hl.s) mitrht be allowed to bear the 
liody of A." 

r. 232, 1.36. “By his gramlmotlicr’' {isi an'a). Read rather ir* ffrvr, 

“ by her (his inodict) dutinp, her lifetime.” 

!’■ 234 i 1 - 3 °- After “the fourth year" odd "the hast for six, the rest 
for two months," omilterl by II. 

P. 254, 1. 251 “ that be was now . , . make satisfaction." H. here 
tr.anslates satis/aci'cittiius. Ueadinj; salisfr.ctcntis, translate: “that he svas 
treated by them as an ordinary person, be suddenly pardoned them, almost 
in a tone of apology." 

P. 269, |. 29. "Proctors.” The Latin word is fi>slitlts(er, belter 

claimants. The verb fvslularc<-={\) to prosecute, (2) to ask leave to 
prosecute. 

I"- 2J3, 1 . 37. “lie stuck not." Others read rfwijVnrrV . . . an, "he 
could not make up hts mind whether. ..." 

I*- - 77 i 1. 24. The construction is confused: something like, "where 
he had won them, and whom he had defeated " is wanted. " Fabulous," of 
course, does not mean "feigned,” but "relating to plays,” 
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NOTES AND ANNOTATIONS UPON 
GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR, DICTATOR 


[More familiar as Alba Longa.] ® Or returned unto. ® Or 
rather 265, according to the chronology annexed unto Titus Livius. 
* By the computation of Dionysius, T. Livius, Cassiodorus, and others. 
® C. Julius, or lulus. ® Or Mamercus. ’ Or 281, after the chrono- 
logy aforesaid of Dionysius. ® More truly 303. ® 307, by Livius' 

account. 1® 319. « 320. 487. [Inscription.] 1* So 

sumamed. 1® Haply Pomptinas of the tribe Pomptina. Caeso 

tnairis utero. Cum caesarie. Oculis caesiis. 1® 597, after 

the abovesaid chronology. 663. Consulship. Prater 

patruelis. [Docile, teachable.] 

1. ^ Sequenlibus consulibus. For at Rome they reckoned the years 
according to their consuls, whose office ordinarily continued one year, 
and began with the year upon the first day of January ® Or, divorce. 
® Of Marius. To flee into the Sabine country. ® [Place of refuge 
for a runaway criminal.] ® For Aurelia was his mother. 

Gaius Caesar. He died suddenly at Pisae in Italy, as he put on 
his shoes in a morning, when he was new-risen. Pliny, Nai. Hist, vii, 
53- 

Flamen Dialis, that is. the great priest of Jupiter. Three flamens 
there were at Rome, by the first institution ; Dialis of Jupiter, 
Mariialis of Mars, QuirinMs of Romulus, and these were the principal ; 
unto whom in process of time 12 more were adjoined, attending all upon 
several gods and goddesses. Carol. Sigonius, de ant. jure Civium 
Romanorum, i, 19. 

® Ut repudiaret. In the civil law, we observe a digerence between 
Vepudium and .divortium. Repudium, when the man rejecteth and 
casteth ofi the woman betrothed only unto him before marriage in this 
form, Conditione tua non utor ; and in this wise Caesar and Cossutia 
parted before. Divortium, when he putteth her away after she is his 
wedded wife, with these solemn words. Res tuas iibi habeto, or Res tuas 
tibi agito. Howbeit, in this place repudiate is to be taken in this latter 
sense, for Cornelia was his wife, and had borne him a daughter [Paulus, 
Modestinus, Gaius : Digest, xxiv, 2]. 

I take it that he meaneth such inheritances as are not iestamen- 
tariae, but legitimae, which, when one dieth intestate, fall unto the 
children first, and, for default of them, to the agnati and gentiles, i.e. to 
the next of kin, and to the name. These are called with us the right 
heirs at common law. Vide Car. Sigon. de Judiciis, i, 4. De ar.tiq.jur. 
civ. Rom. i, 7. 

0 The principal of them was Cornelius Phagita, a freedman of Sulla, 
unto whom Caesar gave two talents for to escape his hands. See ch. 74, 
and Plutarch [Life of Caesar, 2]. 

t It belonged unto these votaries and nuns of Vesta, to go between 
parties ofiended and make reconciliation. See more hereof Alexander 
ab Alexandro, Genialium dierum libri, v, 12. [He was a Neapolitan 
jurist, 1461-1523,] 
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2. ^ Marcus Mmucius Thcrmus. ® [Freedman.] 

® Young gentlemen of noble blood, the better to be trained up in 
martial feats and the knovdedge of any provincial affairs, were wont 
to attend the lord-deputies there, and to be entertained with them in 
the same pa\dIion, as fanubai companions. Cicero, pro Caelio, xxx, 
pro Plancio, xi. 

^ Libertines {liberimz) were such properly, as of bondmen were 
manumitted and made free, although Suetonius elsewhere, to wit, 
Claudius, xx^v, nameth the children of such Libertines, by W’hich it 
appear^xh that he confeundeth them uath iv.gemti, that is, freeborn. 

Clients have a relation to their patrons ; and as these were pat- 
ricians and nobles, so the others v/ere commoners. And such a mutual 
and reciprocal intercourse of duty was between them that, as the 
patrons were readj' to instruct in the knowledge of the laws, to defend 
and protect their clients, who had put themselves into their patronage, 
so these were bound to attend their patrons w’hen they went abroad 
into the city and returned home, to relieve them with their purse in the 
bes^o^\•lng of their daughters, etc. And lawful it was for neither of 
them to inform, to depose, to give their voices, or to side wth adver- 
one against another, without the note [stigma] and guilt of 
treachery and perfidious prodition. 

^ of oaken branches, or of ilex, or aesculus, bearing mast, in 

sa\nng the life of a citizen ; although generals 
ot the field were honoured therewith, in other respects. 


subdued^^™^*^^^ ^ people in Cilicia named Isauri, whom he 

and nnmd in ^ Lutatius Catulus. went about to repeal 

^ Sulla, late deceased, and so kindled a new civil 


province. = [Avoid.] » For calling- 
Plutarch taketh it person. « Moloni, not Molonis, as 

' Som; r.S r f- December. Januar>’, February, 

dignity] ' Or^th^rest* sense [without losing any of his 

cities of Asia a 'companions and Ee^^•ants.^ « To the 

24 ooo sesterces so tnle ’ [If the talent is reckoned = 

- Brthe leath [At once.] 

of Italy into Sardinia he (bid ooUeague Catulus drove out 

or. as others, with a deeb thou^hUha^iTV'^*®’ ^ "olent rheum : 
had of his wife's adultery in wbich mtelhgence that be 

Life of Pompey, xvi). “ melancholy he pined away (Plutarch, 

= A bibane^^m'e com^M.^' ^”3 

men, whereupon ^ thousand foot- 

legion consist^ of 3ooo:“cco^dta 

Tities. and Lucerasi or higr™aU 

Iw, considering the execubbn of theii offire 

like to our kmght marshals in theL dav^ 

rn their public assemblies for elections calS «:°an1'fo°r 
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sake, named comiliati. And such a tribune military was Caesar in this 
place. 

Rogatione Plotia. A bill preferred, and the same as a law not 
yet enacted, was called rogatio, as one would say, inUrrogatio ; for that 
the people were demanded and asked their opinions in this form of 
words : Velitisne, juheatistte, Quiriies, etc. ; Is it your will and pleasure, 
ye citizens of Rome, that such a thing should pass, or no ? And of him 
who proposed the same, it took the name. 

6. ^ Treasurer. ® [Guilty of immorality.] ® Of the goddess 
Bona [Dea], which were celebrated in Caesar's house, being the pontifex. 

7. ^ Called Baetica. * Antistius Vetus. ® In head shire 
towns which were called conventus. * That is, thirty-three. 

8. “ By the Latin colonies are meant here those beyond the Po, 
which, being before endowed Lafinitate, that is, with the freedom of 
Latinm, stood not therewith contented, unless they might be dmiad 
civitaie, that is, enjoy the franchise and freedom of Rome. 

0. 1 That had been consul. - ® Or rather, L. ’[History. He 

probably lived in the time of Cicero.] * [There were three famous 
orators named C. Scribonius Curio, whose relationship was that of father 
and son. This is the second of the three.] ’ So called of a river, 
near to which they dwelt beyond the Po [both name and locality are 
uncertain]. ® Who was slain by Spanish horsemen, of whom he had 
the conduct. 

10. ^ Gemiiiis fralribus, that is. Castor and Pollux, who commonly 
be called gemini fraires. * [Phrase for fighting in earnest, %vith 
nnblunted swords.] ® And yet he exhibited 320 pairs, as Plutarch 
write th. 

’ Comitium was one part of the Forum Romanum, wherein stood 
the Rostra, and the people used to assemble for election of magistrates, 
for maldng of laws, and hearing of public orations. 

11. ^ [Made.] * That he might govern it and place the king again 

in his royal seat. ’ Ptolemy Auletes, the father of Cleopatra, who 
many years after by Gabinius was restored to his kingdom. ® As 

Torrentius [1525-95, bishop of Antwerp, author of a commentary on the 
Lives of the Twelve Caesars] saith. ® This is by the figure prolepsis 
to be understood of Caesar, when he was praetor of the city, as who 
favoured the faction of Marius both then and before, howsoever it may 
seem that Suetonius speaketh this of him being aedile, or presently after 
his aedileship ; which, by Torrentius' leave, may well stand with the 
truth. 

’ Sulla, in the time of his proscription and outlaiving of the adverse 
faction of C. Marius, ordained two talents for every one that killed 
any of the proscribed and brought him his head, not sparing master 
or father, but that the servant might kill his master and the son his 
father ; nay, he made it death if they saved any such. 

Of Cornelius Sulla. 

12. ^ In place of the praetor. ’ Caesar. 

’ T. Labienus. Cicero and Hortensius pleaded for him. 

For to kill a tribune of the commons, who were sacrosancti and 
inviolahiles, would bear the action perduellionis. And that was laid 
to Rabirius a senator his charge, although indeed he slew him not, 
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but one Senevr. ; in.'.rry. ••'li- n he \.;i- killed, lie rr.necd his bead in roost 
ludibnou'j {r-cortifu!, deri'ivv'i ro.-.f.i.e! to l>e carried about. 

Ko-.v was the criroe prr.i-ti'U-'r.i'. all one witli treason atyainsl Uie 
coramnnwcallh or a jin::'"ipr.i rcri'ii ol state ; or else felony in tome 
high deface 

* Tbe liberty of ripfe-.bnf: unto the p'oplc was granted by Ttillus 
Hostihus the third king o! the lloroan", as appearelh by Livy [i, :6},in 
the case of Horatius, (or killing hi--.ov.Ti sister. 

13 ^ That IS rf;>-pt ...rid the restoring of tbe king aforccaid, 
* Which [tbe tnlies] -.verc 35. 

* Q. L’.it.atni:. Catulus .and P Servtliti“ Is.iuricu.s. 


14 t J3ut not entered set into the offiee. ’ Uhimutn suppU- 
num [extreme piinishrnc.'itj - As if h'' meant by ultimum luppb- 
nun: impn'omnenl, or lonie less jiuri!4irr.t-nt than dc.lth. * Qumtus 
Cicero. M. Tulliub Cic< rr>. » Of consul and rcn.afc, ’ Plut- 
arch naracth Curio for one of them. * Of M. Tullius Qcero the 
consul Ins year, which now drew to .an end. 

^ U I’arojaems [tl.c triumvir, more familiar to 

isaghsh readers as Pompsy. often called t.hc Grc.atl. * [Origin-ally 
used of draught ammals=-to pull together.] » [Obsequious.] 

o =n honour unto Catulus. as to modify .and 

fh. "-ith fire, .a piece of tsork th.at Sulla 

Ids fthrnvV°°‘' f'n.shed not, and the onlv thing whereby 
e^ed ' "ot wmplcte would liavc pul him by It [iSJ and cbh- 
beforo the ‘ put the matter in question 

whether it people, there to be di'cuc'etl and debated. 

othcc ‘Jo 

consid^reTuTOn^'unril'^ Ptomulgcd, after it is once pro|)oscd for to be 
were allcccd^r'th"^ ^ enacted ; during which time, reasons 
or Ly °‘henvise, and free it was 

against other^^a^''d ^ome oppo.site, cither 

S«“o U?Tnthet^^^^^ ’’>• >" his' oration fro 

classes of people caccr to this state there have always been two 
make a of whfr'h 

considered and reallv tn Iv* the one desired both to be 

who desired wh^ft'h^ey s^dt^°?f,"’ ^ristocraUc. Those 

were considered democrats but fho ‘''grcc.ablc to the multitude 
that their counsels approved thlmr i "i’® conducted themselves 
considered aristocrats ^ all the best citizens, were 

if you a3k.“'eTS^count^esl^or“ 

ground; they are the chief the we could not hold our 

lowers of the same ; tliey bclone^o^^hJ'^l^'i"'^! ^ they arc the fol- 
senate-house is open • thev largest classes, to whom the 

they are the business men ■ there provincials and peasants ; 

aristocratic party], Wherehv freedmen who belong to the 

Oplimales, not simply of noble birth'*?^d'^'^ r'*’ counted 

they palricii, cguiles. orpUbeii, if thcrT^Ui^d f etc., but were 

those that so did ; nayf whether tbJv tlungs, or favoured 

yeomen of the country following h44nd^^ burgesses of free boroughs, 
or very libertines, so they affected ™'=’’'=bants and tradesmen, 

the humber of opiimaUs! On the ^■er^id^'^^’ reckoned in 

«^cr Slue, as many as aimed only 
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By the lav.'S none jniPbt iv.it t'lr n trinnipli bnt whiles they 
rcnipjnid vb'>env 'Without the cilv, nnr for a < on- uhhip, rxrcpt they vcrv 
present ns pnvntv prr*ovi wjthm th" city. In thr-v" itmit**. Cne^nr 
Tnnde choice to ci)n'''’ji, nrid over hi-, rij^ht lo n Iriiimph for tlie 
victory ohtnincd in Spniii over th** flnll.tefi nnd l.'i'^it.vni. 


19 . ’ Of'UmsUi. ’ Coniol 

1 The manner wn.s nt Uom-, that they who f.neil for map'.tracies 
should, for the obl.ainin(; of the people'e voices nnd iunrages, ninhe 
promise of ccrl.ain rums of niotwy to rlivtnhnted amonif them, 
.ond .such as were appointed to <!rsi Ih'- raid b.rFe='e they called tfiVS' 
jores. Now, for that the election of eoiv.ils pa-sed by Cemifis reH' 
turiBta. that is. by the ai- embly of the ptoph t>y their centtsriea or 
hundreds, aceoiditij;; .as ?erviiiv Tullor. Prat crd.ainrd them, therefore was 
this money to Iv divided an'.ort;it them. O' they pave, th.eir voicea, 

t Provinces tipnify thrte thinps, the coiintriea conquered or vaelded, 
and the same governed by Uom.an d'-putte-, and thi« vi the projKr and 
primitive sifjmtication therrof; nho th*' te)>_ion wherein any Itoman 
general by commi'.non from the St.ate rnaheth war ; and hast of all, 
what public function or afiair-. ■'oever is to t>e adminiitered, in which 
sense it i.s here taken 

' Either for the cutting down of tree*, for the bc't commoditie.s. or 
else for a guard to be kept m ar unto them, to 'uppre - 1 the outrage com- 
mitted fay thieves, haunting the time and robbing .and sivoiling p.av 
sengers. 

“ To amend the w.ays .and lieatcn path,*!, wh.ete citfi-r wayf.aring 
men or beasts ehotild pass with more ta-e. And verily tliese were ba.w 
matters and requiring no great forces to Ik- pi-rforined ; and So by 
consequence the consuls emplovcd th'rein could coinpass no great 
projects and [were] therefore lets to Iw fearm!, 

® Tilts society bred the civil w.ar that after ensued lietween Cacs-ar 
and Pompey unto which the poet Lucan alluded, wnting thus [Phor- 
so/io, 1. S4) : SI 

Tt< caiiia wnfenim, 

Fncia trihtts demtiitj conxir.unis, Uoma. 


20. ' [Precede.] t [Rather, the Forum, the cominon mArkct- 
1 - * th;it or oUcnccs 

OiKiir.tijre!, by pronouncing out of the 
Isw.rfT • tl.ay w.a.s r.'fashts ri rioti comilinfij, that is, no 

n'nH* P'*' t'Ciorts, that is, by hi.s Serjeants 

tribes wTc” r' ^'“'bict, winch gave its name to one of the 
Campanm, south of Calcs.] • .At the discretion of 
thev ha^?vl-^nL“v commissioners for that purpose. » For that 

L \Vfrt others read judienr.. that is. Vettius Judex : 

said fordead be c° J”dcx afore- 

said , lor dead he uas found m prison by night ** 

Vide |triiL°too?L1i^t^^^^^^ - - P- 

with thTroL^anr^xw" °tXdfcach orthem going before him 

instituUon of consul as ancient well-near as the first 

b bummons to anj for appearance^ or ol calling 
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any to the magistrate. [Really p.articiple of reckoned in 

addition.] 

Great indulgences, immunities, and privileges were granted by 
the Romans unto tho.se that had jus trium tiberor.im ; but, as Appian 
writeth more particularly to the explication of this place [Belt. Civ., 
ii. lo], there assembled eo.ooo together, craving m-aintcnancc and food 
every' man, for three children and more that they had. 

o Publicans were they that either for a certain rent took to farm 
tile public revenues of the city, whether it were com, p.isturagc, customs, 
imposts, etc., or undertook by the gross to make provision for the 
State, or to build and repair any city works, etc. 

21. * Whom he promised in marriage the daughter of Pompey. 

•r This was not more viajonim, lor then his sentence should have 
been demanded first, that by the censors was elected princeps srnatus, 
tliat is, president of the council ; but extraordinarily, as appeareth by 
Aulus Gcllios, Nodes Atlicae, iv, lo ; xiv, 7. 

22. * [L. Calpumius Piso.] * Pompey. ® [Full, as in the 
modern " a full house."] 

For as Livy tcslificth, the Romans triumphed oftener over the 
Ganl.s than over .all the world beside. 

t Which Vatinius, a tribune of the commons, proposed in the behalf 
of Julius Caesar, that for five years together he should (without casting 
lota and the senate's decree) govern Cisalpine Gaul, together with 
Illyricum ; contrary to the Sempronian Law, which proaaded that such 
provincial governors, or lord-deputies (legati), should yearly be chosen 
by the senate. Carol. Sigon. De antique jure provir.ciarum (ii, i). 

® Gallia Cisalpina is that which lay between Italy and the Alps, 
divided into Cispadana and Tr-inspadana, according to the site thereof, 
cither on this side, or beyond the river Po ; it earned the name like- 
wise of Togata, either because it was much inhabited by the Romans, 
or for that unto this province the Roman robe toga was granted, or 
else in regard tluvt the said province was more civil and peaceable than 
the other called Transalpina. 

• *5 G.illia Comata, a part of G.illia Trans.alpina, Ij’ing beyond the 
Alps, from Italy toward Spain, so c.allcd lor the long hair that they 
wore ; and <rw(Kiox\.KCis [when the part is put for a whole] put for 
the whole Transalpine province, like as Bracata, one part of the said 
province, so called of a certain kind of apparel, is taken for the whole 
and confounded with Comata. 

« This term, which they commonly use, who threaten such as they 
contemn, may be drawn to an obscene and filthy sense, not here to bo 
named ; and albeit Caesar hereby was galled to the quick, as privy to 
himself of the passive abuse of his body with Nicomedcs, yet in his 
answer thereto ho turned it to another signification. 

* Warlike women, so called (as some write) of their paps which they 
did cut off and scar, thereby to be more expedite and nimble in fight, 
and to shoot at greater case [Strabo, p. 504; Herodotus, iv, no; 
Justin, ii, 1-4]. 

23. ^ Whether they should be repealed or stand in force. * [Quarrel 
about trifles.] ’ When he was consul. * For that he w.as extra- 
ordinarily absent, longer than the Sempronian law did permit. 

® [\Vrittcn document.] 

For if his quaestor or treasurer had been condemned, it would 
have been a shrewd [damiiging] precedent for his conviction also in the 
same cause. 
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24 * The bird Qakrita or casaila, so called of a crest upon the head. 
This legion, it should seem, wore plumes of feathers in their crests of 
helmets, whereupon it tool: that name. * Cato [Plutarch, Gala 
Minor, li]. 

“ Who stood in election for the consulship, so called of the whited 
robe, which they put on, who .sued for such magistTacics and places 
of honour For whereas the ordinary gown that Roman citizens daily 
wore was white of itself, against such a time tlicy made it whiter with 
chalk ; so that a difference there was between io^a alba, and Candida, 
whereupon they were called candtdati, as appearcth by hlacrobius and 
Lic-y. 

•> Supplication was a solemn honour done unto the lord general 
of a province upon some notable aactory. For. the manner was that 
lord governors, after they were by their soldiers saluted by tlic name 
of emperor. 1 1 sovereign commanders, should send their letters dight 
with laurel unto the senate, wherein they required both to be styled 
by the said name, and also to have solemn processions made by the 
people in the temples and thanksgianng unto the gods for their good 
success, which solemnity at the first continued but one day, as Livy 
reporteth [in, 63 ; v. 23] m the 3o.jth year after the foundation of Rome, 
out [in] process of time it grew to four and twelve. And at length, 
f^tained it for 15, yea, and 20 days together, as Plutarch testi- 
e in his life, and himself in his own Commentaries of the Gallic svar 
[n. 35 : vii, 80]. 

25 . 1 [\Vaylaid.] 


1 Aurelia, a dame of singular chastity. - Neplem ; others 
read nepolcn, that is nephew. [It should be remembered that, in H.'s 
•• T ■’ grandson “ and " grand- 
child 1 0 ^“^^prities di0cr as to the sex of this particular 

20 -is PI- hundred millions of sesterces, and 

I^'riti ^ 53 . if Glarcanus [Heinrich 

readeth tml '"*'°®tiist and commentator on Suetonius] 

men (of Z ‘ [H. nearly always uses “ gentle- 

a (^-"igl>t 3 ).] ' [k each man.] 

in Rome^ wh^h'-^th''*!. character HS. standeth for a silver coin 
a denarixn and'^is ' cue r. the fourth part of 

say valnine fwortM tf- 'n ^esguilerlius, as one would 

a piece of mone v thlr 'rnd the half of a third ; so common 

itTnd noXr' =^^l°’"tely alone, standeth for 

are both one Now if the p* sestertium and milhes numinunt 

us, and 100 at mi d. ob.» with 

that IS to say a sestemes'' sterling, this sum here set down, 

by just account unto „ the adverb miUies, amounteth 

overdeal or P°“n'is sterling ; and thereto for the 

the former sum It maketh up ot-soT''””!; ‘’"^-fifth part of 

thing that may be thought inc^e^d'ible C18. annot.] A 

self said he w-L 250 mSionsTn I 

Clodius, whom Milo slew dtcltln I ha "’ent into Spain, and P. 
him almost 15 milUons. No u^.^el 

q.. thi^s! boote indicated by 

= [ 7 id..- e6.=obolus.] ‘hen about=2.4d.]. 

[= sestertium. 100,000 sesterces ; sestertia- 
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Caesar must needs buy for the plot of ground aforesaid and in so 
populous a city, cost not so little as a hundred millions. 

27. * So he was great-uncle unto her, like as he was to Octavius 
Augustus, the emperor. * Or patron. ® [On every occasion, in 
time of need .3 

* The dole given by a prince or great man unto the people was 
properly called a congiary, which word took name of the measure 
congiiis among the Romans, consisting of 6 sextarii, and is answer- 
able to our gallon, by which oil or wine was given. Howbeit [by a 
misuse of language] icoToxp>?<mitiSi any such public munificence, in 
money or othcn.\n.se, is so called ; and in this place by it arc meant other 
gifts bestowed upon private persons. 

28. ‘ In some copies we read, Quando nee. pUbiscilo Pompexus postea 
abrogassel, to this sense ; that Caesar, being absent, was not eligible 
by virtue of an act made by Pomjjcy to that effect, considering he 
had not abrogated the same by any ordinance of the people, but only 
of his own authority corrected it after it stood upon record in the city 
chamber. 

29. ^ [The third of the Curios : see 3O.] 

so. ^ [jDe OJficiis, iii, 82.} * IPhoenissae, 52.}.] 

This hath reference unto his violent dealing with his fellow- 
consul Bibulus (20). 

31. * [=Platform, in the sense of ground-plan, plan for building.] 

* [Secretly.] 

32. * [Posts wlicrc they were on guard.] * [Hazard, risk every- 
thing.] 

33. ® The fourth finger next unto the little one, honoured especially 
with a gold ring, for that there is an evident artery from the heart 
reaching unto it (Gcilius [x, 10] ; but Pliny [A'ol. Hisl. xxxiii, 6, 2.^] 
allegeth another reason). 

He would do any thing rather than his soldiers so well-deserving 
at his hands should not be satisfied, such a credit carried the ring upon 
a Roman's finger. 

c ^Vhich is the state and worth of a Roman knight or gentleman 
according to this verse of Horace [Epistles, i, i, 59] : Si gxxadringentis 
sex seplem millia desxinl, plebs eris, and amounteth to 3125 pounds 
sterling [rather, 3<j8o]. 

34. * [Completion.] * That is. the gulf of Venice. ® [Hin- 
drance.] 

As if Petreius, Afranius, and Varro had no skill in martial feats. 

He mcaneth Cn. Pompeius, for his military knowledge and war- 
like exploits surnamed Magnus, the Great, whose principal power was 
now overthrown at llcrda in Spain. 

35. * [Ramparts.] * [Scipio and Juba, who were endeavouring to 
reorganise and revive the fortunes of the Pompeian party,] 

37. ' A street in Rome. ® [Triumphal procession.] 

Lychnuchos geslandbxts, bearing either young men that carried 
links, torches, and cresset lights ; or else branches and candlesticks 
resembling them, and holding the said lights. Some read, Lychtxos 
gestantibixs, that is, bearing lights ; but to the same effect. 
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38 . * Or rather vicenn, that is, 20,000. * Rather quadragena, 

that is 40,000. By v.’hich reckoning the proportion to horsemen was 
double. [There is nothing about horsemen in the text : “ He gave his 
veteran legions 24,000 sesterces, by way of prize-money, in addition to 
the 2000, which he had paid them at the beginning of the civil war."] 
’ [Surplus, in excess ] ‘ [That is, lor bearing so long.] ^ Visccra- 

liotiem : which, as some think, Persius [Sal. vi, 50] calleth artocrcas and 
is expounded tCfipaala, whereupon the genius of such merriments is 
named Eeppooiii. [Wliat is the authonty for this statement ?] 

Super bina HS., that is, scslerha ; tliat is to say, £15, 12s. 6d, 
t Qualerna Seslertia, /31, 5s 

Vtcena qunlerna rmllta, £tSj, los. ; by which reckoning he gave 
unto horsemen four times as much as to footmen. Ijiok in the marginal 
note to the text, and you shall find this donative much more, which 
may seem incredible ; but consider what provinces he spoiled, and svhat 
pillage he made, in regard whereof he was called of tlic Greeks 
Xpij/uiroTroiJs dpifp [money-grubber]. 

d Denos tnodios, in round reckoning may go for ten pecks or hoops 
with us. 

® Tolsdem Itbras, so many pints, with the better [with addition, or 
more]. 

/Which being put together make 
* Treecnos ituiitmos, 463 [told ] 1 100 drttani or drachmae, that 
K Centenos, 15s ["id.] "j is, one iiiiiia, and amount in all 

Uo £3. 25 . fid. 

Etna mtllta numinorum, £1^, izs fid. 

‘ Qtiingenos seslerltos, £3, i8s. [lid] fSfC Anno.t 18, 26.] 


39 . t To gratify all strangers that conflowed [verb now obsolete, 
cf. con-flucnce] to Rome. " [In like manner.] * ^ oidratire, to 

the death. Tib. 7 has the French form : to the outrancc.] * [This 
must be' vaulting " (dcsidforit).] ‘ [The combatants were drawn up 
m battle array.] 

Regionatim urbe tola Tl'iiie, as Pliiij’ witnessclh, was divided 
'^''rry on-- of these had their several stap-plays by 

Tiidi Cncenscs I take to be so called of the great circus 
or s oK-pIare, wherein they were performed ; and not of swords, 
wherewith they were environed, as one would say. Circa enses. In- 
deed these games resembled the Olympic in Greece, by Elis, where 

in of the one side with the 
thev shn'^iTu other with swords pitched pointwise, that 

and not sweiwe^ide without 
fousf?ne performed running with horses and chariots, 

’ and chasing of wild beasts, etc. 

EiiofcS^i^s .^^°“eht to be the same that [the Greek] 

harn^^ rinvi^nri n a warlike manner in 

which^vrote [207-43 b . c .] was a poet also, that kind 

howsoever in all or lascivious comedies called niimi. For, 

howsoever in all stage-plays there is represented a lively imitation in 

2 [Old fencing term=hit, attack, thrust.] 
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gesture and voice of others, yet in these mimi, these same arc done after 
a more licentious manner and without all modest reverence, even in un- 
seemly and filthy arguments ; as Ovid [Tmlja, ii, 515] testiheth in these 
words, itnilanfes turpia vtimos. It seemeth, tlicreforc, that as well the 
poems as the authors and actors be called mimi. 

® Orchestra is here taken for the most commodious place in the 
theatre, wherein the senators and nobles of Rome were allowed to 
sit and behold tlie stage-plays apart from the people. For so the poet 
Juvenal [Sat. iii, 1783 understandeth it in these words Similemqiie 
videbis Orchesiratn el poptilum. 

As touching this orchestra and the poet Labcritis above named, 
Seneca in his [seventh] book of Confrot'crsifs, and third controversy, 
reporteth thus. Julius Caesar, at tlic solemnity of his plays, brought 
Laberius forth to act upon the stage ; and when he had made him a 
gentleman, or knight of Rome, willed him to take his place among 
them of that degree, but as he came toward them, they all sat so close 
and near one another, that there was no room for him. Mow, by 
the way, you must understand that Cicero, then in place, had gotten 
himself an ill name, for that he was no fast and faithful friend, either 
to Fompey or to Caesar, but a flatterer of them both. Again, Caesar at 
that time had chosen many unto the range [rank] of senators, partly to 
supply and make up their number, which during the late civil w.ars was 
much diminished, and in part to gratify those who had wcll-dcscrv'cd 
of him and the side. Cicero ^ therefore, alluding to the extraordinary 
numlicr of new senators, sent unto Laberius, as he passed by, this word 
merrily, JRecepissem tc nisi augiisfe sederem, 1 would have taken you to 
me and give you a place, but that 1 sit my.sclf very straight-. Then 
Laberius returned tins pleasant answer back unto him. Atqut solebns 
duabtts seltis sedcre. And yet you were wont to sit upon two stools, 
scofling .at him for his double-dealing with Pompey and Caesar. 

* The Troy fight w.as in warlike manner on horseback, brought 
by Aeneas into Italy. The manner whereof is dc.scribcd by Virgil, 
Aeneid, v, 553-C03. 

B These goals, called in Latin metae, above which the horses and 
chariots ran, were in fashion broad beneath and sharp above, in manner 
of pyramids, steeples, or cocks of hay, and for their matter, of wood 
first, or of soft gritstone, but afterwards of marble and laid over with 
gold. Concerning this circus, why Caesar enlarged it and brought 
water round about it, rc.ad Pliny, Nat. Hist, xxxvi, 15, 102. 

To try masteries in footmanship®, leaping, flinging the quoit or 
hammer, darting, anti wrestling ; which game was called pentathlon 
of those five kinds of exercises. 

I hi miiiore Codeia, which was a place on the further side of the Tiber, 
so called of certain plots of young springs'* or shoots there growing 
which resemble horsetails [coda, cauda]. Some read morem cochleae, 
that is, narrow beneath and broad above, like to the shell of a peri- 
winkle or such-like fish. 

40. '* This day is called bissextus, and f.allcth out to be the fifth day 
before the end of February, to wit, the sixth before the kalends of 
March, by interposing whereof we say twice Sext. Calend. Mart., of 
which day our leap-year hath the name bissextilis. 

t [Quoted in Macrobius, Sat. ii, 3, 9.] 

* [= Strait, pressed for room ] 

® [To try conclusions in pedestrianism.] 

* [Sprouts, sprigs.] 
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41 . * According to the Cassian law. ^ [=so that, it being 
arranged that.] ’ Contrary to the Cornelian law. * Disabled them 
for being judges, ^ As who best knew the number of their tenants 
and inhabitants in their houses. ® [Should be 320,000.] 

* Which by the first institution were 300, and by occasion of the 
late troubles much impaired. 

■> Paincios alltgii. For those that were plebeii generis might be 
senators ; or else, as some expound it, he advanced divers to the degree 
and rank of the pairicii. 

® All but consuls, praetors, and censors, were counted inferior 
magistrates. 

For the censors with the public notaries ordinarily took this 
review, and that in Campus Martius and Villa puhlica. 

® By reason of so great a number receiving com from the State, 
the purveyance hereof stood the city yearlv, as Plutarch writeth, in 
1250 talents [£262.500]. 


42 . Either by the tribunes of the commons, or the debtors them- 
selves. - In the free state before the emperors, citizens of Rome 
might depart before sentence pronounced, and so avoid both condemna- 
lon and loss of goods. ^ [It is not known where this statement is 
made in Cicero ; Casaubon would delete ut Cicero scribit.^ 

6 discontinue out of Italy eleven years. 

Connies, or quasi ex cohorte praeioria, as it were 
gentlemen of the privj’ chamber. 

and when, the old bonds being cancelled 

and^thcreby former debts remitted, new obligations were made. 

Parenticidas. such as kill father, mother, 

woman w ^m “ near in blood, as also any other man or 

W, « « “"B Numa, Si quis hominem 

iwerum sciens morti dint parncida esto. 

* [®y chance.] 

Pilledtd rikd “C n”"'"'’’"- governors as by way of extortion 

cxplrcrwc^rfmam- = '^^o, after their time 

i Mknv laws JO'lioially to their answers. 

Uic cxccss^t the table''^Vamclv^Fan''‘“’^T“' restrain 

Read AulusGcllius.Ark^, ii '2k ■^'=™lifi. Julia, etc. 

. II, 2,,, Macrobius, Saturnalia, iii, 17. 

» rrt DSans,'’whFse"?erttom an* !. 

Transylvania. Wallachia. and p^ of Hunga^] 

Varro Tcrentianusi writeth thus.V 7 r undecunque 

lying between Corinth, five miles over, 

[Wnf. Hut. iv. al {hF F»ny 

The cutting through whereof w^is attemm'^d Saronic. 

Which C^- but wuLlFt^ffec/ 

thrown. *’“'1 "ot done, and therefore was over- 


45. * [Well-formed.] Winter rrc j 
ordinaret. while he was settinr hia arm • ^^at is, cum acie 

nch-p^d— ^s^rt^ H^: 

‘ [Terentianns Maurus, end of 2nd cenhin.' 1 n U~ 

cenenrj' a.d., -wnter on prosody. 
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from others, or of a new fashion, which tiie Greeks called «'<r(?57-ai ^(dWaut 
Katvo<t>avui. * [Carelessly.] 

“ ComitiaJi morbo, so called for that the assemblies of the people, 
called Comiiia, were dissolved and broke up by occasion thereof, in 
ease any one among them fell down of that disease, according as Q. 
Serenus Sammonicus* hath testified in these verses, 57 ; 

Est morbi species svbiii, cui nomen ab ilh est. 

Quod fieri nobis suffragia jusla recuset. 

Saepe etenim membris acri [oho] languorc caducis, 
Concilium populi lobes horrenda diremit, 

[It is a kind of sudden disease, called comiiialis, from the fact that it 
prevents our votes from being duly recorded. For it often happens 
that when a citizen has been smitten in his limbs with this horrible 
disease, the assembly of the people is broken up.] 

As also for that they who were subject thereto fell into a fit thereof 
ordinarily at such assemblies, if they were crossed in their suits and 
businesses there. Cornelius Celsus calletli it Morbum majorem, a 
great sickness. It is named likewise lephr rda^/xa, the sacred 
disease, either because it aficeteth the head, which is the most honour- 
able place of the body and the scat of the soul, or in regard of the 
greatness thereof, which the Greeks express by the lepir ; also 
Epilepsia, for the sudden invasion of it ; Herculeus Morbus, either for 
the strength of the malady, whereby a man is forced to fall, or because 
Hercules was troubled therewith. Pliny [Mat. Hist, xxxvi, ig, 142] 
nameth it Sotiticus, for the hurt that it doth unto the body ; others 
Caducus, for that upon it men fall to the ground. It is called more- 
over Lunaticus, of the moon : because it keepeth time svith the course 
of the moon, or apprehondeth them that are bom in the change thereof, 
as the same Serenus reporteth in these verses : 

Hue guoguc commemorant dubiae per iemporn Lunac 
Concepium, talem, quern saepe ruina projudit. 

[It is also said that those who arc subject to attacks have been con- 
ceived during the new moon.] 

Lastly, Hippocrates nameth it, Paedicon, that is, pucrilem morbum, 
lor that children be subject thereto ; whereupon some term it. Mater 
puerorum. 

•> This manner of going so loosely girt might signify a dissolute 
and effeminate wanton. Hereupon Cicero made choice in the civil 
war to take part with Pompey against Caesar ; and when one asked 
liim how it came to pass, that in siding with Pompey he was so much 
overseen [deceived], for that he had the worse, this answer he made, 
Praecinctura me decepit [Macrobius, Sat. ii, 3, 10], deceived I was by that 
loose girding of his. 

46 . A district in Rome much frequented. ® [The Via Sacra, or 
Sacred Way.] ® In the grove of Diana, near Aricia, 16 miles from 
Rome. * The paving tiles of marble, etc., whereof such floors arc 
made. 

47. * [Estimate their weight.] 

48 . 1 Thus Turnebus [A. Turnfebe, French scholar, 1512-65] cx- 
poundeth it : but it may be meant of the meaner sort of his praetorian 
cohort, who were sagati or palHati, to put a difference between them 
and the persons of better quality, who were iogati. 

^ [3rd century A.D., author of a medical poem.] 
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49 . ' [I will say nothing about,] » [Litter,] = Slabulutn 
[= house of ill-fame; also, as here, used ns a term of abuse], * [Had 
a liking for, t.r. had his eye on.] * [Reproached, taunted him.] 
* Drducium, or eductum, that is, brought out of his owm bed-chamber 
into the king’s. 

“ Caesar derived his pedigree from lulus, the son of Aeneas, whose 
mother was Venus. 

** The grace which is in the Latin cannot be expressed well in 
English, because the word subrgit carricth a double !.cnsc ; the one 
signifieth the conquering of a nation, and so it is taken in the former 
place, as it is applied to Gaul ; the other, the wanton abuse of the 
body, in which acceptation it is to be understood in reference to Caesar, 
abused by king Nicomedcs. 


50 . That IS, adulterer : for that Aegistluis committed adultery with 
ClytaemnesUa, the wife of Agamemnon. » Proximo ; others read 
‘"[By auction ]^' Pibulo. s [Approximately, ,^60,000.] 

Iinfh sense likewise of Uiese two words, tertia and dcducta, 

Iieth the pleasant grace of this conceited [witty] .speech. 

dcductcA ^ 'I!!? understood that a tldrd part o{ the price was 

brouchtb'vhertri'h”^'*^! daughter Tertia was 

orougnt by her to his bed [hfacrobius. Sat. ii, 2, 5]. 

tiouMnanler'in licen- 

tious manner in the triumph chanted may thus be Englished : 

b?'Gan^ your 'Vivos, ye citizens, a lecher bald we bring ; 

In Gaul adultery cost thee gold, here ’Us but borrowing. 

in that his own^\\ufc^Pomr^^ much again, 

nis o^^^ ^Mfc Pompcia. as is thought, was kept by P. Clodius. 

Appian writeth bings had always ready-rigged 800, as 

is, Ptole^eus cuesai”"'^' 

‘ Q"‘'\ctguotduccrevcIUt.ovcnana}u:n'' % For^ or manner of going, 
was unlawful. And Antonv \ ^ otherwise, iroXio-apfa 

once. t [Against the laws of Natural 
Such a vpsool „„ ‘'aiurc.j 


a c;,,/sT, « 1 — — ”0 A’«iuurc.j 

Be BcncficiisTvb' 2^ here /Aa/amrgos, and by Seneca, 

witnessoth Athenacus Vaoi n ^‘olcmy Pliilopator, as 

furlong, in breadth so cubits -inii • .'U'oh carried in length half a 

» I»>pud,cuiae. 1 obsel^e t^rboth" ' i'i 

approved writers, tmpudicUin is 1 author and also in other 

abominable uncleanness onlv whi/.s • ^ peculiarly taken for that 
ciita, for the integritv of tht’w "amed sodomy ; like as pudi- 
mthiness. And so «'at detestable 

« 1 r.- ^’«pud,cu, are to bo understood. 

00. ^ [fastidiousness.] 

is, in Portugal. so ' proconsul.”] “ That 

dealt away, « [At the rate be distributed and 

silver, after 80 pound weight the talont r ■'^"letcs. « That is, of 
ling and polling = plundering 1 * ’ * *ban £1,000,000]. ’ [Pil- 

“ Wiiich Cometh to /2a. 8s or1 ■ 
worth. According to Budacus it'w^s '"''■‘u than half the 

of silver for one of gold. ' ^ Pound dim. [=rfimtrfiM»i, half] 
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For it was esteemed a great honour to be called allies and asso- 
ciates, or styled kings, by the people of Rome. 

66. ^ Eloqueniia militarique re, after Lipsius. * [When several 
accusers came forward, an examination, called divinaiio, was held to 
decide which of them was best fitted to conduct the prosecution. The 
occasion was the prosecution of Cn. Dolabella for extortion in his 
province Macedonia.] ® Take it generally for the whole action. 
* [Not, in defence of, but] which he wrote for, or to Metellus. ® [Ad- 
dress to the soldiers.] 

66. Ad Brutum [Ixxv, 262]. ® [Haply, perhaps.] ® [Hastily, 

without discrimination.] * Against Cicero in the dispraise of Cato 
Uticensis, in whose commendation Cicero had written before. ® De 
Analogia. ® [Completed.] Atiiicaiones. ^Iter. ® Or rather, 
27. A book of remembrance. In manner of ciphers. c 

for b, etc. [Collections.] 

® Anticatones. Whereas Cicero had written in the praise of Cato of 
Utica, he wrote two books against the said Cato, which he called Anti- 
catones. 

67. ^ Or carroch [caroche], with four wheels, Gr. TerpdxvKXot or 
petoritum [a word really of Celtic, not Greek origin]. ® In imitation 
hereof the Romans devised the ascogephrus, as if from avKoyiipvpa, 
that is, a bridge founded upon such leather bottles blown with wind or 
lightly stuffed with straw. 

58. [In propria persona, in person] ; yet himself writeth that he 
sent C. Vossenus before. * Hiente ; or, in a tempestuous and stormy 
season, as Virgil and others use the word. 

59. ^ [Frighten.] * Read Pliny, Nat. Hist, vii, 12. 

60. ’•ATom saepe. Some read non tantum, that is, not only, but also. 

61. ® Venus, sumamed Genetrix, i.e. Mother, Caesar honoured as the 
goddess from the which he was descended, by lulus or Ascanius, her 
nephew. 

62. ^ [Twisting, seizing them by, the throat.] ® [Bewildered, 
stupefied.] ® Aquilifer. Some read aquilifero, as if Caesar threatened 
the standard-bearer. * Wherewith it was pitched into the ground. 

“ The principal ensign or standard o'f the Roman legion was an 
eagle of silver, reared upon a spear-top,, the point whereof beneath was 
sharp and fastened into the ground ; and the same stood within a little 
shrine, not to be removed but when the army was on foot. 

63. ^ Vectoria navicula, a ferry boat. If you read victor, that is, 
being victor, distinguish [punctuate there]. 

64. “ Dio (xlii, 40) and Appian (Bell. Civ. ii, 90), report this other- 
wise : namely, that he forsook the said coat-armour (it clogged him so 
much), and so the Egyptians got it. 

66. ^ This seemeth strange and contrary to the Roman discipline. 

® A forhtna, ‘rXovrCi'Srji' ; others [read a forma, that is, beauty, favour, 
and feature of body. ® [Paying attention, heedful.] * [Ready 
for action, keen, alert.] 

68. ^ Mimtendo, or inhibendo, that is, suppressing, which might seem 
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good policy. ® Footmen heavily-anned. ® Footmen lightly- 
anned. 


67 . ^ Pro modo ; or, pro more, that is, after the manner of military 
discipline. - And the legions with him, 54 B.c. [Titurius Sabinus 
and L. Cotta were attacked by Ambiorix, chief of the Eburones in Gaul.] 


68. ^ Or fort, at the siege of Dyrrachium. ® According to 
Plutarch [Ltfe of Caesar, xvi, 2], 130. ^ [At the battle of Marathon.] 

* E vialico suo. Albeit viaticum properly signifieth the store and 
provision set by for a journey, yet here it is put for the wealth and the 
substance of a soldier, like as in Horace, Ep. ii, 2, 26 : 

Litculh miles collecta viatica multis 
Aerumms. 


In which sense ^^l 45 loI' likewise in Greek is taken. 

PUny calleth it lapsana. Nat. Hist, (xix, 8, 41) ; a kind of wild 
wort or cole. ^ * 

d Suffer death. 

+»T> . ordinarily consisted of 550 footmen, and 66 horse, whereof 

f .L? a legion. Some, I wot well, had more, some fewer. But 
for this place it may suffice that it was the tenth part of a legion. 

allesiance^wWrlf'n**.^*^ Citizens, as freed now from their 

allegiance, which by their military oath they were bound unto. 

1 *"*° ^^asintha as his tributary. * Siipen- 
Caesar had°aveml'^”**”*'°i'*”!.ii some read pronuniiavit, as if 

fic^] ''’as his waged tidier. » [The 

great stoe by their heards'^'^^a among the barbarians, who set 

e store by their beards, and suffered them to grow very long. 

of the house. ground. * Under the jetty 

sorry forit^anri woiddl^^notgj, I ani 


apparel. ® rhe deed, disguised 


® Of Bona Dea, in 
in woman’s 


76 . ^ Censorship in deed tJ,n >. 
sovereign and absolute coraiander^ 

Of himself, as a god. e rTra„' e * In the Forum 

' [This should be " consulshins ^ P»l'^*>‘‘r.-] ■> Juliar 

fedi.] 10 praeseme se ■ oonsulatibus.} « [Pra 

[the latter seems right) 11 absents se : clean contrai 

similar disregard of law and ciist.,.!, 1 I>ecember. 12 [Wil 

“ Tensa et ferculum, a chariot of .-i ^^ade free citizens of Rom 
sustaining the images of the gods whfrh^^*^ or ivory, with a frame in 
""to the piiWna^ ^ drawn in most solemn ar 

for the said images to be laid^Don ^ ''vhere certain rich beds were mac 
® Flamen. A certain 4. 

whose service he was instituted ^^"t god, fi 

6»»n«affs of Romulus etc' rirf J"Ptter, Marlialis ( 

that M. Antonins was flamen'to jiihus CaLar 
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plca-ianl 'Site much tommcrt'icil, ami llti-rf-lorf mi(;ht be aifectM by 
Caesar : at winch th-n- r. iif> ilay almo' l throiiyli ihc year, but the 
inhahitnuls l)chohl ihr mus ‘ihimus; dear tipiiti them : auil which 
Ammianus [xxn, i(>, ;) ralh-th IVf.'irm Ofumxjr! cvilatiim, the chi'l ot 
cities 

'' Ilium, a city where Troy ■•tO'it! ; th.e citirens whereof, ns Stralio 
[xm. 1. 17J r\rilclh. Oic.-ar, in meirorial of his profjenitorn from thrnce 
desccmled, and n.iuuly from lulus or A-'-caniiis. lh<- son of Aeneas, ted 
endowed with many (ranchi'e^ and imiminitirs. .and therefore it carried 
some Iikchliooil, that he rne.rut there to make his aiicnlc. 

e These Quitidfcin-.vin, 01 fifteen men. were instituted in the days 
of Cornelius Sulla, with this addition 5 >icr)foui ; unto whose charge it 
appertained to ce that s.Mrifiri-s and dis-ine 'ervitc, that supplica- 
tions, and processions, expiations, and Ct-riiiirmial rites should te 
duly performed, as als.o to ^icrur'' th.e Irooks .ami prophecies of Sibylla, 
At first they were but two. called Ituuf'-.t iri, nltrrw.ards ten, tinder the 
name ot Deceim iri sacti: Jaciur.dtt, A!ex.andernb Alrx.andro.GrniB.'iifi’! 
flirriim Itbn, 111, if> 


80 Or bill [petition, memorial, tinle's it means a placard posted 
up] *Orr.s.thcr. /dnu tii Cunain. for the .same Ca'-Mr brouffht them 

into the renate, » /Jrarii!. troiwers. brerchrs ; «ome take them for 
mantles ‘ Pos/rcimt or }o-.ltr>M, at hast fi.r, has fini-shed by 
rccominf; kinRl. ^ yt, llruius. ' Some up<>n the bridge, others 
» ! 1 Gaesar dwelt .ilt'-r he had hren hiRh priest. 

(.■ia'TV ''il'' Anna rerenna ; and tec-au'e the plays were 

^iirt (Ctinn) 

bam rffhacc schich in old time they uVd, 

as that the. '‘'■'fo'e fheir edicts and decreca. etc., so commonly 

'••’'■•ref J Brac.ata Gallia, .a part of Trams- 
which raiv nifjs striped with sundry- colours, 

coarse breeches mnrln^i' I suppose them to lie a kind of 

full. ' ' Irish trousers, but that they arc more 

along. ^ shouting or applauding as he passed 

*' U/iiiam viveres. 

f}Z"aJaia /«'•''« • 

' Certain bri’dccs there' ” posirrmo factus esl. 

tribes passed when they g.av^'thck so ''' V"’' upon which 
solemn leetsi and assemblies for elecS} mSteralei^'’’''""' ' 

/ergot., ■o/.it, as if rrx 

® [Succeed in obtaimne 1 ' ' * P'^‘=>t'°randa, documents.] 

» Some take it to be the same T^’’ i 
to be the wren, nnd is likewioA ^ JCFtuUis, or trocliilus, thought 

ominous therefore unto Caesar. scAing'tote'k n'^'*''' 

about him. ^ 2 Who°before liad’h''''*' '°"''P>rators stood round 
iiad been lus great fr iend and sided with 

' [Used as a translation of ComiUa.] 
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GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR 

Postumus, born after his death. ® Of Rome. ® [Gardens.] 

’ [£ 2 , 6s. loid. sterling.] 

8 Virghit Vestali Maximal. That nun or Vestal virgin, who in age 
and dignity excelled the rest, and was the mistress as it were and 
governess of them, they called maxima ; much like unto the lady 
abbess or prioress in our daj-s. 

84. ^ His own daughter, wife to Pompey, who died of childbirth, 
and by special priwlege was interred in Mars’ field. ’ Or, hearse. 

8 Or, bier. * Which was. that the magistrates and senators should 
go before without their badges and robes of dignity ; the knights and 
gentlemen follow in mourning weed ; then the soldiers, carrying the 
heads or points of their weapons downward : last of all, the common 
people marshalled according to their tribes. ® Or Atius, who wrote 
a tragedy bearing the same title. [The name should be Atilius. He 
translated the Electra of Sophocles.] * Or, bier. ’’ Where he was 
murdered. ' They affected Caesar (it should seem) in regard of 
many benefits, and namely [especially] for bringing Pompey to confu- 
sion, who had forced their chief city. 

8 The argument whereof was the deciding of the contention between 
Ajax and Ulysses about Achilles’ armour. 

*> For some of these who took part with Pompey he had pardoned. 

« Quicqttid praeUtea ad manum aderai. Others read, ad donum 
aderat : understanding thereby those gifts which they brought as 
oSerings to his ghost, and be called inferiac. 

86. ^ [Ailing, sickly (a form of crazy).] * [There is a lacuna in the 
text here.] 

87. ^ [Cyropaedia, viii, 7.] 

88. ^ In the Sth septimanc [week]. 

8 Which is counted one of the climacteric years, in which it falleth 
out that 7 is multiplied by 8, which two numbers, as Cicero hath observed 
\_de Republica, vi. 3], be complete ; a revolution fatal to Scipio Africanus 
the younger, to Virgil also and Pliny. 

8 Appian writeth that it was in a sudden uproar of the people burnt 
to the ground. 

signify that upon that day. The Father of his Country was 

killed. 

89. ^ [So to s^’, as it were.] * Cassius, as Plutarch [Caesar, bdx] 
reporteth; and Brums according to Dio [xlviii, ad init.], and the two 
Casc^. A noteble judgement of Almightv God upon the unnatural 
murderers of their sovereign. 



NOTES AND ANNOTATIONS UPON 
OCTAVIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS 


1 . [An ancient Volscian town, mod. Velletri.] ® Or, to Octavius. 
® Where they were a-boiling or roasting. 

2 . ^ [The equestrian order.] * Against Hannibal and the Cartha- 
ginians. ® Colonel of looo footmen. * [C. 2, Annot.] ^ A 
seller of ropes : restionem, not Restionem with a capital R, as if it were 
a proper name. * [Inhabitants of the (originally Greek) colony of 
Thurii in Lucania.] ’ Argentarius, an exchanger of money for gain. 

3 . ^ [Immediately after.] 2 21 ; 2, 7.] 

® litter divisores opcrasqite campestres. This was thought to be but 
a base occupation, namely, to give among the tribes such sums of 
money as the candidaii, or those that stood in election for offices, 
promised and pronounced for the buying of voices. The name also 
grew to be odious, howsoever Plautus in Aulularia [i, 2, 29J calleth them 
wagistros Curiae. Likewise all such servitors as otherwise gave atten- 
dance in the Campus Marlins, and thereby got a living, whom he termeth 
here operas campestres, were but of mean reckoning. 

4 . ^ [From Aricia, mod. La Riccia, a torvn on the Appian way, 
15 miles from Rome.] * [Marcus Antonius, more familiar to English 
readers as Mark Antony.] * All this is spoken allegorically of his 
base parentage. 

6. 23rd of September. * Ox- or bull-heads. * [Guardian, 
keeper.] 

® Regione Palaiii. In old time Rome was divided into four prin- 
cipal regions or quarters : Suburrana, Esquilina, CoUina, and Palaiina. 

l’ The manner in old time was, that the new-born babe should be 
set up on the bare ground to cry and call upon the goddess Ops, who 
so gently had received it. And the goddess forsooth, that helped to 
lift it up again, was called Levana. [From levare, to raise ; cf. Augus- 
tine, He Civiiate Dei, iv, ii.] 

6. [After purification.] * [To test the truth of the rumour.] 

7 . ^ Hadrian the emperor [one of whose secretaries Suetonius was]. 
* [Proposal.] 

8. ^ Otherwise called Getae [C. 44]. ® His mother’s husband 

[Augustus’s stepfather, not father-in-law.] 

a The virile robe [toga virilis} was the ordinary Roman gown, all 
white without purple, which they wore when they came to be past r6 
years of age. 

l> To wt, bracelets, chains and collars, spear-staves without iron 
heads, trappings, chaplets and garlands, etc. 

0 This was the triumvirate so much spoken of, during which M. 
Antonius, M. I^pidus, and Augustus ruled jointly together. 
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10 . ^ Of the commons. - [Tralaticium jus: really = traditional, 
customary, ordinarj' justice.] “ Antony. * As massive and heavy 
as it was. 


11 . 1 [Nothing is known of him.] - [Rather, the other.] 

12 . Pro parhbtis : of Pompey and the commonwealth. If you 
read pro palnbus : with the nobility. “ Et toUeudum. [Used in the 
double sense of (i) exalted, (a) made away with.] ® [Hardened, 
experienced.] * [Inhabitants of Kursia, a Sabine town at the foot of 
the Apennines.] 

- Marcus Brutus. 

t He meaneth Cicero, as appeareth by an epistle of D. Brutus unto 
Cicero [Ad Earn, xi, 2o] in these words : Narravit mihi, etc., ipsiim 
Caesarem {Augtisittm) nihil sane de te quesium nisi quod dicerel te dixisse 
laudandum adolescentem, omanduin, iollendum : se non [esse] commis- 
surum ut loUi possit. In which words, as also in this place of Tranquillus, 
there is an equivocation or doubtful sense in this verb iollendum ; which 
in one signification is in manner equivalent ivith laudandum and ornan- 
dum, and betokeneth to be advanced, extolled, or bfted up, and so is to 
be taken in good part ; but in another, it is all one with iollendum de 
medio, or occidendum, that is, to be dispatched out of life, or killed. In 
which sense Cicero meant it, and Augustus took it, namely, in ill part. 
Much like to this, you shall read in Nero [39], sustulit hie malrem, susiuUt 
tile pairein. The grace lieth in the ambiguity of the Intin word iollendum 
which cannot in English be so well delivered. 


13 . ^ [Reached, made good his escape to.] ~ Sovereign commander 
[imperatorl. 

^ The Egnaiti, as Appian witnesseth [Bell. Civ. iv, 21 ; but the 
reference does not bear this out. Others refer it to two Aquilii Flori]. 

14 . ' [Turned out of his seat.] 

Which, by the Julian and Roscian laws, were allowed for the 
knights or gentlemen of Rome, whose estate was valued not under 
.joo.ooo sesterces [£3480]. The laws abovfesaid were promulged by 
Augustus Caesar and L. Roscius Otho, a tribune of the commons. And 
these 14 seats, named cquestria, were the next unto the stage after the 
orchestra, arising by degrees and stairs, as it were higher and higher, 
and so farther off. Above which, in the upper and more remote scaf- 
^Ids, sat the common people, and thereupon they were called popularia. 
Houbeit, for all the Roscian law. many commoners of good wealth and 
credit used to sit indifferently in the said 14 foremost seats, until the 
other Julian law was enacted, which distinguished the orders more 
precisely. Carol. Sigonius, De Antiq. Jur. Civ. Rom., ii, 19. 

I®' Brained with an axe and not beheaded. ^ On which day 
Ju lus esar was murdered. ’ [Kept quiet, restrained themselves.] 

T ^ fjremselves, when they had the chance of getting 
L. Antonius as their leader.] e e 

Sied V 'rp ' A port toivn in 

Mvlae^f?ppi° ^ ^ harbour near Messana [bet^veen 

heln triumvir. = For God's 

havdnl ^ed nnf 1’““^ " P-*- ^<:cuse him of 

procession! "ti, * ”°t allow it to be carried in the 

-Of Italy. 

i>e.vtus. 1- In the triumvirate. « [j.e. The 
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alliance between him and Mark Antony.] Read Cn. Domitius. 

[The inhabitants of Bononia (mod. Bologna).] 

“ When in stately pomp the sacred chariot tcnsa, with the images 
of the gods in it, was devoutly drawn according to the solemn manner. 

*> A coast-town of Italy affronting Sicily, from whence it is a very 
short cut oversea ; so called by the Greeks, as if even there a breach ^ 
was made by the sea, dividing Italy from Sicily, which beforetime was 
a part of the continent or mainland ; and no marvel of that name, 
since that maritime region, wherein Locri stood, was in times past 
called Magna Graecta. 

c In that he put down in his will the children which he had by 
Cleopatra, a stranger and barbarian born, which also were begotten in 
bastardy, as well as if thej' had been natural Romans and legitimate, 
he faulted in common civility, but much more, when he proceeded to 
call the sons that he had by her, Rcges Regum, the kings of kings. 
As absurd also and immodest he showed himself, when, having by 
her at one birth two twins, the male infant he surnamed Sol, the sun, 
and the female Luna, the moon. 

In the custody of the Vestal nuns, or votaries, as Julius Caesar 
had done before him ; of such integrity and so good conscience they 
were thought to be, as things of greatest weight were committed unto 
them in trust. 

° This forename Titus cannot truly be given to any of the Domitii, 
if that be true which is vTitten of them afterward m Domitius Nero 1. 

t But in the behalf of M. Antonius. considering he was their patron 
and protector ; for other foreign states and cities usually were shrouded 
under the favour of gentlemen at Rome. In which regard, he laid 
not to their charge that they had not sided with himself, but rather 
taken part with their patron Antonii, considering that near bond where- 
with such protectors and clients or dependants were linked together ; 
which Dionysius supposeth to be almost as ancient as Rome itself, 
and almost equal to that of allies, yea, and kinsfolk in blood. 

8 A promontory or cape m Epirus, shooting into the Gulf of Am- 
bracia [mod. Artaj, in the view whereof the sumptuous armada of An- 
' tony and Cleopatra was defeated. 

17 i [Making a detour.] * [Took steps, entered into negotia- 
tions.] ® Viditgur morlmim. In some copies we read thus ; Vidifqxie 
morliiam Cleopatram, and he saw Cleopatra dead ; for he heard only of 
Antony’s death and saw the sword wherewith he wounded himself. 
* His great uncle, indeed, but father by adoption. 

These Psylli are people in Africa, supposed to have bodies of a 
singular virtue to kilt serpents, as also a special skill in sucking forth 
venom out of the wound made by their sting. Yet Cornelius Celsus 
[Dc Mcdirina, v, 27] is of opinion that they have no principal gift or cun- 
ning in this feat above other men, but more boldness rather, confirmed 
by use and practice. For the venom of a serpent, saith he, hurteth 
not by being tasted, but as it is infused by a wound, which he proveth 
by those poisons that the French use especially in hunting. And 
therefore a very snake or adder itself may be eaten safely, however 
the sting is deadly ; and if, whiles it lieth astonied or benumbed (the 
cast - whereof tliese mountebanks or jugglers have by means of certain 
medicines), one put his finger into the mouth thereof, and be not bitten 
or stung withal, there is no spittle or slimy humours there to do harm. 


1 [Gr. prrrvi'X'ai, to break.] 
® [Trick, artifice.] 
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So tli.il wliosoevcr by example of Jbcic Psylli, Miall suck any 
wound inllicted by a teriwtit. be shall do it safely, and cure besides 
the parly that is stung, provided alwaj-s, tluat be have no fore or ulcer 
in gums, palate, or any part of his limbs. 

^ Some think this kind of arpis svhich she used was [j'lyai (Gr. the 
spittcr)!, others hvpr.at}^ ; for that the sting brought drosvsiness upon 
bet, and Lucan [Pharsalia, ix. yoi] called it aspis fomtti/fra. But 
common it is unto all the sorts to kill by sleep and Btupclaction without 
pam, •«mc sooner, some later, but .all within the space of six hours ; so 
that Hyptwie ra.ay seem to be a general attribute to them all. 


18. ' Or Ploifntacoi, i.t. the bodies or tombs of the Ptolemies. If 
you read PMtmaeum, it is inc.ant of Lagus [the word Ptalemamm, with 
stpitUhrum understood, re, ally me.ans "the tomb of the Ptolcmits " 
generally). ’ Which atooil upon the said promontory Actium. 

“ As if he counted those l*lolcmies dead, who left no memorable 
acts behind them, and Alexander a king still, or worthy alone to be 
called king, whose memorial was yet so fresh nnd lively, 

19. ' Or Kgnatius. > [Shoud be, bis grandd.aiiglitcr's husband. 
In several phaces. tifphfw and niece are used for grandson and ^rond- 
daughter.] Begotten between a bondslave and a libertine. ‘ Or, 
prompter of names, employed in telling of their names who came to 
saliite and bid good morrow, nnd placing also of guests at the table, 
and in no better scraace. 

I TM "■<ts a P.arthinc, that is to say, a stranger 

of lilynciira, and the other a Boman. 


toners]' of wood [a drawbridge let down from besieging 

‘’’“f ^ vanquished, as Gallieum 

feia~b::d."‘''”'‘’''"“"'- 

for '“’‘‘fSo to be a kind of f.abric or sc.afIold reared 

buiirove/somenvcr:' 


in those daSs''"’ ^Ipinc peoples.] » Unusual 

McsJjot.amT 53 n Harran) in 

Plan 3.ar" he had vowed in the Philip- 

death and tl erofn *" revenge of his faUicr Julius Caesar's 

oeat/i. and therefore dedicated it unto Mars Revenger. 

“^The^emnl' AnilOt.] 

founded bv “f of Quirinus, because it awas first 

open in *0 be set 

Janus was termed unrt'ern ^ there was peace. Whereupon 

[closer]. Once it was slinf '’“‘I’®' P‘tb'D]oius [opener] and Clusius 
time, after the first 'pnnV ^ fkc said Numa his reign ; and a second 
or M'alhus, tre consul M ".uV' T. Manlius, 

until Augustus Caesar'c ^ times before and after it stood open 

shut. Fimt upon the ft "'as tliricc 

— the defeat of Antony and Cleopatra b efore Actium ; 

the 3rd wn^^^/A Solimis. xxvii, 28. He lived in 
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secondly, after his victory in Spain over the Cantabri ; last of all, 
when all nations (in manner) of the earth by occasion of his victories 
grew to a universal peace. About which time our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Immanuel, that True Peace-maker between God and us, was bom. 
Thus Orosius rcporlcth, and readeth, Ur, not Ur{io. Howbeit Livy 
scemeth to acknowledge but once, namely, upon the Actian victory. 

b Ovation w,as a kind of petty triumph, wherein the captains 
victors rode not in a chariot, nor wore a coronet of l.aurcl, but of the 
myrtle. It took the name ali mibus, from sheep sacrificed, or rather 
all the voice, [rrof, or woe], which the soldiers in tlicir acclamations 
resounded. 

23 . * [Lollius in r6 n.c. by .some German tribes who had crossed the 

Rhine : Varus in a.d. g by the revolted German tribes under Arminius 
in the Saltus Teutoburgiensis (Lippischcr Wald).) ' [The vowing of 
games.) * ViTrich also was called Helium sociale, wherein the asso- 
ciate nations in Italy rebelled ; of which rebellion the authors were tlic 
Marsi [Cimbri.an. 105-101 n.c, ; Marsian, go-88 n.c.). * Upon an 

opinion of tlic paynims, that if they did injury to their own bodies they 
should sooner pacify the gods. * (Rather, my.) 

* The Roman army consisted of legions, who were all Romans, and 
olAuxilia, .aids, and those were of allies and confederate nations. 

This day was Ante diem guartum r.onas Sextiles, the second day 
of August, winch was also that very day of the month, wherein the 
Romans in times past suffered the disastrous overthrow at Cannae 
[216 B.C., when they were defeated by Hannibal). 

24 . ‘ (Cashiered.) * (Retreated.) ’ The generals’ pavilions. 

■* Or waistcoats, without their Sagum (military cloak). ^ Or, meeting- 
poles, in token of regradation (obr.) or putting down to a lower place. 

“ By which the people of Rome won their immortal fame and 
conquered the whole world ; as Cicero saith in his Pro Muretia. 

December, January, and February. 

® Thereby disabling them for being serviceable soldiers. 

These publicans, so called for that they farmed their cities’ 
revenues, as customs, tolls, imposts, etc., were likewise knights or 
gentlemen of Rome, and. by being so earnest to buy out one of their 
own sort, were thought to favour him, and minded presently to dismiss 
him at liberty ; which was contrary to his intent. 

25 . ^ [Rather, more condescending.) * (Sudden outbreaks of 
fire.) * [Who had to supply a certain number.) * Sub -primore 
vexillo ; or, sub proprio vexillo, under his own banner. ® Trappings. 

* Qtiicguid auro argentoque constarel (consisted of) ; or rather, quam- 
guam . . . conslaretst, albeit they were made of gold and silver. (A 
crown for mounting a vallum or rampart.) ® [Rather, without 
partiality, without any idea of courting popularity.) ® [With con- 
siderable risk.) 

* For his uncle and predecessor Julius Caesar had taken up that 
familiar term of commiliioncs, by occasion of so many troubles that 
followed him, and therefore was driven to speak his soldiers fair. 

Libertines were those who, having been bond, were made free or 
manumitted ; and these were not capable of militia Romam, but in 
time of great extremity and desperate cases. 

c It scemeth by this that these vallar and mural coronets were 
made of some other matter than silver and gold. Yet Aulus Gellius 
(v, 6), writeth that both these, as also the naval, were of gold. Now, 
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t! '- v.>!!ar r.r it il'i- ’..’-.'v w;!' on'') r. 

i.iHnn liir rnnipi! r [«' p'll;-..-!*- r.'ii'.ij’, ti-oii* 

itoiti (_■: p.s!.- at ll •• I't-.'-i. wh-;i*v'.!th tl-- ii'.Til -Vifth- 

v.nr!.! 'It t .v ih-- !' ttf! t iiMi-."; i, ‘.‘.r. l 1:- !r'r^j%r'J it .15 an 

l.mit. it.ihV «!. , ti.r '-5! < ;t!id t!:f 

tanip ot lit'- *- *1 1." v-a*. Jil»( to tltt* battlrnttnt'^ 

Ilf .1 wall, pivi-ti hi.rv. i-i- tint)! that ‘/.'.ifttt. v !,o .■'pj-tiiacl;*'! iLi* 
u.tll fit-t. •it.iiil, .'itit! rlintfiil ofi It into tli'" r:iy. Ai for tl.-'"!' 
f'iaUi.xr, aUn *l lh*-v Iv- t i-'n*: onK taf.*-!) fi/t tKi* ott;-'vrti**ttt- of trap* 
jiinn- o! h ir-"-!. \i t it .ipp' ‘.n tli tJ.i". I"' tli'" otr.af.itr.t-. 'd t!if 
iiifn the rr.'-iv'-i . at'd ••-'•ll vi-ir rr.tf.t.'itiii ti-t.'-rnni 

ciir.! ortliti.try ati'f cntntr- in ptlt^ I'^'fuw.r! i;j»nn yo-v* jat'-Oi-r'i S'"* 
JiiMTi.it . fnt.'irti, -kvi f»" , f ■; '•/.t/i'xj r.i'tt'.'t f! t 'i-ysttlns 

"t Soth . 1 '. f’'* caiti-'l lii-fiirn tnaitit").*.:).': ar.'l ttUhtittyli sn 

olh'tr atitli'jt'- ra/ir.i.'j 'tan'i for all tti.Mtnrr of •■oMii'r** 

» In l-atin Ff,;ir.a Irnir. nr.trh i.> thii n<.- in fair I'-nyti-.h li-jnfr-n' : 
No morn h.iatn than (•.■■'wl [Mmr luntit. 1' s 'pi rtf ; f'!r. Thn t-oft 

firn ni.akci '-v.crt rit.'lt* ! hn, j tnvrtlt fj.n ; atri- A';i'i:-t'!'> f .t-ptf.'-t! 
nl-o in hi'i cotn^. wh'rniti In •'•..fij,,' •op'-th'-r «it!t liyhtniny; *’! a 
thundcrlult, thn '■(.>.1 Tf rtninn'*. trj rfmntjnij tiy tl.f o.",''. rrliTity. an i 
bj- th? other. flavc-Jti'"- .a-, Iitn-, Vc'pri'r.'.nut th'* trrr.jvrt’r 

joined an andior and a do'phin toarther in hi': cn’ri, ti» th'* •■.ttne purj'*'"''. 

' A vi'i'^eol Ktini'iilr'. in tlf trayiniy /Vivr.isj.rf : A'-rarycap- 
tain 1'^ iK-ttcr than a \cntiiroii'. 

® It w.x'i the afKiphthepm o( Cato. St-oon onr'iph i- tliat ilone, 
which IS well <ione -[in tin* form, sn; rifa. n »e/ f .'td' ; Ui'' o notation irj tlic 
tc.Mt has lv.-y;n rcfcticd to l'iihiih<;'. Svni'.\ 


vG l?y the la\v> tallnl ar.Kalfi. * M tlv triumvirate [rath’T, 
the principatc] ’ As th" ttilninr's .anthontv .and crtt'orship. ‘Or, 
^vstinj; it Ix-hind him (thrinvinylnch; trjtcm ia'ut'y. ‘ IThn Forum.} 
The n.at'jr.tl pnn<. of his dauphtcr Julia rmd Ahi Ayritma. • Tltc 

elder in his twelfth, the yniinycr in his thirtcerith cottsithttc. » Tim 

first of J.anuary, or Nrw-yc.arN day. 

I Ar.f.aU:, th.it T,. Julius, or Villitis rather, pro- 

'I t'J'oohl !’■«! lit' tiniler tlie aye of 4 ^- 

under 30 "ortluni.ts tind dements [57]. r-omc attain to that dignity 

bv '^F-ech of that centurion vdio, beiny sent 

conduct f"'' •‘■tve the time of his yoventment and 

d^r of th! ‘'I’"’?' ‘ prorogued, stantling Ivcforc the 

^nted ’•■‘'‘"'P tlh-'t H avould not be 

ttnllmni'r’^r™; ''' 

prevIilcd^u^nTi of >f- * ['Vito could l>e 

prefix =^Nofh,n • C negative 

hL paLn named ® rrp"'"'" ‘ Vinitis. for so was 

' [Cunostir inouisitive ^ c>sohan as opposed to a soldier.] 

' [Folded tablets.! » [Relc-Sid him f speak ill of.] 

•■enlargement” still hartliu senw.] "oVusf'''m'"""‘' 

v(*ars, Lustnini \%qs jx spnee of 

aVproprilte.T'’"^ “ equivalent oT fcsti.a /cure, this is hardly 
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28 . ^ The said Antony [this should he Augustus], - Augustus- 
[long of=along of, owing to him.] ^ Ac senaUim : or e senatu, out 
of the senate. Or, of his acts and proceedings in the government. 
® Base, or pedestal. ® As if he had been a god himself, according to 
the saying. Sapiens ipse fingit forlunain sibi. 

29 . ^ [On the Palatine hiU.] - [The word decury was applied to 

any division of a large whole, not necessarily consisting of ten.] ® His 

daughter’s children by Agrippa. ^ Atnum hbertahs (Gr. afdpior). 
A place where learned men were wont to meet and confer, as our mer- 
chants do in the Royal Exchange, built not unlike unto it with arched 
walks on every side standing upon pillars ; and as this cloister was 
called peristylium, so the open yard within was called Atrium, or 
subdival [si(6 divo, in the open air]. 

^ Three such halls there were in Rome, wherein judicial courts 
wore held, and causes pleaded : i. Romanxtm, which was so much fre- 
quented with lawyers and their clients that Cato the Censor delivered 
his opinion, that it should be paved with caltrops, to keep out that 
rabble which haunted it ; 2. Juliwn or Caesaris, that Caesar dictator 
built, and adjoined thereto the temple of Venus Genetrix ; 3. Axigitsh, 
whereto was annexed by him one temple of Mars Revenger ; for another 
he erected in the capitol, after he had regained from the Partlnans the 
Roman standards and military ensigns, which they won from Crassus. 

An amphitheatre and a theatre differ as the full moon from the 
half, or a complete roundel from a semicircle. 

30 . ^ [Rubbish.] * About ^450,000 ; sec C. 18, Annot] 

Pliny writeth [Nat. Hist, iii, 66] that Rome was divided into four- 
teen regions or wards, and into more than a thousand streets. 

31 . ^ [The so-called Sibylline oracles.] - [Public health or welfare, 
worshipped as a goddess.] ® [The Lares of the cross- ways (compita).] 
* Supposuit ; some read snperposuit [placed it upon such an arched 
Janus or thoroughfare]. [Regia : not " palace,” but colonnade.”] 

Augurs were certain priests employed about the observation of 
birds, and from them out of their learning gave directions. In number 
at first they were but three, belonging unto the three ancient tribes of 
Rome. In process of time there was a college or convent of them to 
the number of 24^, namely, in the days of Sulla dictator : so that I 
doubt not but among these were some appointed for this ministry, 
either about the goddess Salus, unto whom there was likewise a temple 
built, or else in the name and behalf of the people, Captare Axtgmium 
salntis, which, as Dio [xxxvii, 24] maketh report, was in this manner : 
" That they should call unto god for safety, if he would permit, as if it 
were not lawful to crave it at the gods' hands, unless they first granted 
it.” And one day every year was chosen for this business, in which no 
army did set forth to war, no man warred against them, nor took weapon 
in hand to fight ; a thing that could not be during the late troubles and 
civil wars. No marvel therefore if, this function being forelet [37] was 
now taken up again by Augustus, when by occasion of peace he did shut 
the temple of Janus. And as this function was called Augunwn, so I 
see no reason but the very augurship or sacerdotal dignity itself in this 
place, might be named Augxxrixwi, in the same form that, presently 
after, the flamenship or priesthood belonging to Jupiter is named 
Flamiiiitim ; and this I take to be the meaning of our author. 

t [There were really only 15 in Sulla's time ; Caesar increased the 
number to 16.] 
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'> ^\^lich were solemnised once in a hundred, or, as some say, a 
hundred and ten years. 

G 2 . ^ [Swaggered about.] * [Short swords or daggers.] ® In 
manner of bridewells or houses of correction. * [Swashbucklers.] 
* Or obligations. * Extt^sit ; or excitssit, cancelled. ’ [Not neces- 
sarily immoral ; Acts Jtvii, 5, certain lewd fellows of the baser sort.] 
® Or, cause. ® Law-days, or pleading time. Liberalia, Bac- 

chanalia, Pradoria, or others in the honour of men living, which might be 
well spared. pgj. that they were valued at 200 sestertia [about 
/1800], whereas the other were worth 400. t! Qr 20 rather, for the 
ordinary age was 25 years, at which they were eligible. Quarto 

quoque anno, every fourth year. Upon certain days of those 

months, during which there were sports and revels and the licentious 
feast Saturnalia. 

* By which addition there were in the year 230 law-days or plead- 
able [days, on which causes could be pleaded]. 

33 . ^ [Bag, Fr. malic ; budgct=pouch, wallet, Fr. bouge{tte) : in the 
modem use, budget apparently = the dispatch box, which the Chan- 
cellor was said to open, when introducing his financial statement.] 

^ More maiorum ordained it was, that a parricide should first be 
beaten with rods, and then sewn within a leather male or budget to- 
gether rvith a dog. a cock, a \iper, and an ape, and so throrvn into the 
sea or some mnning water. 

^Vhereof Cornelius Sulla was the author, entitled : de falsis, or 
tesiamentana. 


rh impudicitia. s Of lis-ing unmarried. » After 

tne decease of a former wife or husband. •« Unripe age, under 12 
years. » By means of divorces. 

rnr,a laws wBut uodcr the title Sumptuaria, to repress the im- 

belly-cheer especially ; as namely. 
But in’tho* ®PPJ 5 ’ Jnlia. as well Caesaris as August!, 

could to Irppn .Tibenus Ca^ar, notwithstanding he did what he 
could to keep them m force, yet they were aU abrogated. 

albeit thi * Adulteriis et Pudicitia. For 

wit Paederastv vet P'^°>'i< 3 ed against the latter, to 

pecuniaria a ^ ^“^l^fkereof by virtue of the said law was but 

death. And that capitalis, worthy of 

incontinence it enforced this law against 

bemuae bine AureUus reproved him 

severe and sSIrp c^tisfcl? that 

Kalaap. Thou hS S’a faw O "S “ 

foresaid law Scantinia, it was so 'cSle^Ta^’v “ touching the 

[Vi. I. 7]) by occasion of one ScantSis J ttbi^^Tth 

aeainst kind fr cal -w j a moune of the commons, who 

cf^emneracSrdSg^y “d was therefore 

Aufidia, Baebia ^vers namely, AciUa Calpumia, 

Tullia and Julia. 

many"^i1^fi\nffiptet Toronto 
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upon those that neglected marriage, and revmrds due to such as lived 
in wedlock and begat children, etc. 

35 . ^ A horHvos ; some read orcivos or orcinos, velut Oreo seu terra nalos, 

obscure and base [Orcinos (of the dead), the reading now generally 
accepted=/ii. belonging to Orcus (the lower world, or its ruler), those 
admitted to the senate by virtue of the dead Caesar’s will], ® 300 
[stent=stint=:limit]. ® [An historian who lived in the time of 
Augustus and Tiberius : see Tiberius, 61.] * For taking upon them 

that dignity, ® Among other senators. ® And that they should 
not need to come and salute him, but save that labour. ’’ Haply, 
by reason of vintage that was not to be neglected. 

The badges that distinguished senators from others were, their 
robes purfled or embroidered with broad studs of purple like nail- 
heads, called thereupon lati clavi, and shoes with peaks resembling 
the homed tips or pointed ends of the moon, named therefore Calcei 
luitati, in token of their ancient nobility, as some interpret it. 

t' These solemn feasts, at which senators were allowed to be present, 
were Epulum Jovis, otherwise called Cena Dialis within the Capitol : 
likewise Cena Triumphalis Pontificalis, and Auguralts, the sumptuous 
suppers to the honour of Jupiter, at triumphs, given by the pontiffs and 
augurs. 

° The first day of every month. 

^ The 15th of March, May, July, and October, the J3th of the rest. 

36 . '^Acia Se»alus and not Senalusconsiilla : he meaneth Diurna 
acta, the proceedings that passed there every day of sitting [Julius 
Caesar had ordained the contrary]. ® [Tents, Fr. haUes.} * Ten 
men cither chosen out of the centumvirs by lot, or created of purpose. 

^ A judicial court there was at Rome called Centumvirahs Hasta, 
for that it consisted of certain commissioners or judges named Centum- 
viri, the hundred men, before whom were debated civil matters and 
causes between citizen and citizen, of no great importance. Chosen 
these were out of every tribe three ; and those were in all 35, which 
number doth arise to 105, but in round reckoning they went for a 
hundred [hasta or spear, the symbol of legal ownership, was set up in 
front of the centumviral court, which decided questions of property]. 

87 . * [Prefecture.] ® An office which three men jointly bare. 
® [Renounced, abandoned.] 

38 . ^ Colonels of 1000 footmen. ® [Cavalry divisions.] ® Trans- 
vectio [a festal parade of the equites or knights]. 

a What these ornaments and badges were, T. Livius reporteth in 
the 30th book [ch. 15] of his Roman History : to wit, a cro\vn of gold, 
and a fair golden bowl ; a curulc ivory chair, with a staff likewise or 
sceptre of ivory ; a long robe embroidered of sundry colours, and a 
rich coat of needlework representing the date-tree [palmata : rather, 
embroidered with palm-branches]. 

This solemn show or riding of Roman gentlemen was upon the 
ides, the 15th day of Quintilis (July) yearly. Instituted first by 
Fabius Rutilianus in the honour of Castor and Pollux, wdio appeared 
unto the Romans at the battle near the lake Regillus, what time they 
achieved a noble victory. [Livy, ix, 46, ascribes its institution to the 
censors Q. Fabius and P. Decius, 304 b.c. ; Dionysius of Halicarnassus 
(vi, 13) to the dictator Albinus Postumius, after the battle of lake 
Regillus.] They rode from the temple of Honour, as some write, or 
as others, of Mars without the walls, through the Forum, and by the 
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temple of Castor, up into the capitol, dight ^vith chaplets of olive 
branches, as Pliny 'mriteth {Nat. Hist, xv, 19)* 

39. i/J icnatK or scim.'on&!is. out of the senator’s degree, * Wherein 

■n-ere written all their faults [fiigillares, small waxed tablets]. 

40 . ^ Of gentlemen, or of the senators. * Paraitibus : coinpre- 

hending all ancestors. ® 400 seslerita or 400,000 seslcriit [about 
/35ooj. ■* [Made up a list or register, itoi the same as taking a 

census.] [Curiose, carefully.] ® By black he meaner cloaks or 
gowns of a self-russet colour ; for their gowns should be white and fair, 
not sulked. • By the trope Ironia. meaning those that were in 
cloaks or foul gowns. ® [t’irgil, Anteid, i, 2S2.] 

Bv this it appeareth that ordinarily he might not be a tnbune 
of the commons, who was not a senator ; for, albeit this be a plebeian 
magistrate, yet might a commoner be a senator. 

\\*hereupon Suidas thinketh Annonas to take their name, as it 
were era rar rtiTat 5 t 5 o/ieras, because com was wont to be dealt 
among the people upon the nones of every month, namely, the seventh 
day’ of March, May, July and October, and the fifth of the rest ; whereas 
indeed Ar.nor.a is derived ab anno, the year, as it were annaJis alimonia, 
the year’s provision of food. 

It secmeth that Augustus held of two tribes : to wit, Scaptia, unto 
which the Octavii belonged, and wherein he was bom. and Fabia, by' 
his adoption into the family- of the julii. 

For. howsoever the Roman habit was the gown, yet permitted 
were they upon necessity, namely, to save the said gown in foul weather, 
or to defend themselves from cold, to cast over it a cloak in any fre- 
quented place of the city, as were the Fomm, the common pleading 
courtyard or market-place, and the Circus. 


41 . ^ The Ptolemies, 
monly.] 

42 . • [Careful of.] 
his people's welfare.] 
straits.] 


- Duple the worth of gentlemen. ® [Com- 


- [S(j/K6»em .- rather, one who looked "after 
^ [Taken measures.] * [Put to such 


43 . ^ [An enclosure in the Campus Martins, where the people as- 
semble to vote.] - Or, lamed ’ His lightness was more to be 
noted than his short stature : for whereas the full height is six feet and 
the weight somewhat above 100 pounds, this levity of two feet is under 
that proportion the one half. * Superque se : or, behind at his back 
lug er, and therefore farther off ; or else, in a Second seat from him of 
the one side but in the same rank for honour sake. ^ [Slack, dis- 
regarding rules (C. 76).] 6 Xo ■' is superfluous : recepil probably= 

received with_ due respect, although, according to an old use, ’’ recehm ” 
might mean made room for him "= vouchsafed a rowme.l ’ [Or. 
rou-wje—room.j ■* 


„ * And by consequence farther 

Vr, f 1 c.’^ibited, being ponlifax ma^mus, or high 
priest uleven of the clock, by which hour all that sight was past. 

1, Eo^vns were white and fair-kept. 

i M "°n,c were Malnlini, some Meri- 

according as they were exhibited in the 
morning, at noon, and afternoon. 
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45. [The imperial box.] ® [Devote his whole attention to.] 

® As if he had no delight in those games. * [Prove or try masteries = 
try conclusions.] ^ Pugilcs, answerable in' Greece to the Roman 
gladiators. ® And so had learned the skill and feat of fighting. 
J [Deal heavy blows.] ® [Attack their competitors.] » [This is 
incorrect. The meaning is, he prohibited combats of gladiators, unless 
they were allowed the right of appealing to the people that their lives 
might be spared if they were defeated.'] By beating with rods. 

Praetors and aediles. [The same as shorn.] Of Pompey, 

Balbus, and Metellus. For so many there were in Augustus's days, 
besides the amphitheatre of Statilius Taurus. A cunning actor 

counterfeiting all parts. [Made him conspicuous.] 

“ These were called likewise sacred games, as stage-plays, gymnastic 
exercises, and masteries in music, in Nero’s time. 

h They took that name of a spacious gallery or walking-place 
called Xyslos, wherein they were wont to exercise in winter-time. 

46. “ Colonies were townships in Italy and other provinces planted 
with Roman inhabitants ; in which decnriones, as one would say 
aldermen, had the same authority as senators in Rome. 

47. ® Hereupon some provinces were called Caesaris, or pracsidiariae : 
namely, which were ruled by the emperor's sole appointment, and had 
strong garrisons placed in them : others, Papuli, and they were named 
praetoriac, consulares, or proconsularcs, governed by praetors, consuls, 
or their vicegerents. 

49. ^ Superi, called otherwise the Adriatic sea, gulf of Venice. 
^Infcri, otherwise Tuscus, or Tyrrhenus, the Tuscan sea. ® People 
of Spain. * [Hire for pay.] ® Fees, pensions, land and living. 
® [According to the Ancyra monument, he gave out of his own patri- 
mony 170,000,000 sesterces. Legacy duties and a tax on goods exposed 
for sale were included,] 

50. ' A cunning lapidary and graver in precious stones. 

There is a kind of monkey or marmoset m Ethiopia, going under 
the name of Sphinx, in Pliny [Nat. Hist, viii, 21, 72]. The p'oets also 
feign that a certain monstrous beast, so called, sometimes did haunt the 
city of Thebes and the territory about it ; which from a rock proposed 
riddles unto the passengers. This monster, by their report, carried the 
resemblance of three creatures, to nit, a fowl, a lion, and a maiden, 
according to these verses of Ausonius [Griphus Ternani Numeri, 40-41] : 

Terruit Aoniamvoluctis, leo, virgo iriforrnts 
Sphinx, volucris pennis, pedibus fera, fronlepuella, 

A three-shap’d sphinx, bird-lion-maid. 

Aonian land did fright. 

In wing a fowl, in feet a beast, 

In face a virgin [bright], 

Pliny writeth in the last book of his Natural History [xxxvii, 2, 9], that 
Augustus used at the beginning to sign with this sphinx engraven 
upon his signet. " And verily,” quoth he, " in the casket of his mother's 
jewels tw'o of these he found, so like that one could not be discerned 
from the other. And as he was wont to wear the one wheresoever 
he went, so in his absence during the civil wars with Antony, his friends 
that managed his affairs at Rome sealed with the other those missives 
and edicts which passed in his name. And from hence it came, that 
those who received any such letters or edicts containing matter of 
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difficult^' were wont merrily to say, that the said sphinx came ever 
v,nth some hard riddle or other, which could not be assoiled [solved]. 
Whereupon Augustus, to avoid the obloquy that arose by his sphinx, 
gave over sealmg therewith, and signed always after with the image of 
king Alexander the Great." 

51. 1 [Examples, instances.] * Male opinari. The same in this 
author as Male dicerc [abuse]. * [Hesitate.] * Young : imputing 
his choler and cruelty to the heat of youth and hot blood, measuring 
Tibenus by himself. 

^ This humanity and affable courtesy, termed by Suetonius civiliias, 
was reproved in Alexander [Severus] the emperor by his mother and 
vife both, as not beseeming the majesty of a prince ; for they told him 
many times that thereby he caused his imperial power and dignity to be 
the more contemptible ; " Yea. but it is by that means," quoth he, 
" both surer, and like also to last the longer " [Lampridius, Life of Alex- 
ander Sevenis, 20 ]. 

52. ^ With the monej’ for which they were sold. " Cortinas, 
otherwise called iripedas, standing upon three feet, from which oracles 
were delivered. 


53 ^ Domini, or Sir. - Or interlude, inimo. ® Or Sir. 
* [Jest.] 5 [Deceitful, flattering.] ' [Non temere, hardly ever.] 
~ [i.e. to avoid troubling any one to do him honour.] ^ Adoperia : if 
adaperta, the sense is contrary. • [Politeness.] [Reached, 

presented.] n SUpem, which Quintilian [Inst. Orat. vi, de RisteJ 
renders as. Or nomenclalor. As birthdays and marriage- 

minds [commemoration]. Assurance-making of a marriage 

[betrothal]. 

a This name domintts among the Romans, like as sir with us, was 
diversely used. In the sense of imperious and lordly command, as 
we sometime take it [Lord], it was odious, as having a relation to 
servns, a slave or \nllein. To mollify therefore the harshness of the 
word, they used to term householders or masters of families, paires 
familias, instead of dominos, as also household servants familiares, and 
not servos. Otherw-ise they used it by wav of flattery or fair speech, 
^ appemeth m Cla.udius. 21 . Hence it is, that lovers call their sweet- 
hearts dominas, mstresses. Also, if a man speaketh unto one, whom 
he either tooweth not, or hath forgotten, he saith, domine. Here you, 
bir, according to that epigram in Martial [i, 112 ] ; 

Cum te non nossem, domir.-um regemque voedbam. 

All while that I you kenned not, I caUed you Lord and King. 

tetifi:[hinthuiSch[r5™]r^ ^ 

Cum voca te dominum, noli libi, Cinna, placere ■ 

Saepc etiam servum sic resaluio meum. 

WTien I, O Cmna, call you sir, joy not. I you advise ■ 

For even my servant I salute ofttimes no othenvi^^ ' 

In which manner we speak unto our servauf „„„ tv 
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open, it showeth likewise his courteous carriage and affability, as who 
was ready to accept of petitions and requests, a thing right commend- 
able in a prince ; as it is written of king Artaxerxes surnamed Mnemon, 
how, riding in a carroch with his queen, he commanded her to draw 
open the curtains thereof, that he might the better attend upon his 
subjects. And this agreeth as well with that which follo^veth of Augus- 
tus. And hereto I rather incline. 

® He looked not for their attendance at home in his own house, 
neither would he be thought to h.ivc conferred with any one privately, 
as touching the public affairs. 

It is generally a received opinion that, within seven natural days, 
such voluntary abstinence from food is not mortal, as Pliny writeth 
in his eleventh book, who reporteth also, that many have continued 
fasting more than eleven days, which I easily believe. For, in mine 
own knowledge, I may be bold to report, that a bitch lived so long, 
and yet died not, nor miscarried the whelps within her. Some melan- 
cholic persons, therefore, may within the latitude of health endure so 
long, yea, and those likewise who arc fraught top-full with a balance 
of crude and cold humours, rvhich may engender a quartan ague as 
well as melancholy doth. For I doubt not but in such chronic diseases, 
occasioned and maintained by gross matters, one may abide above 
eleven days without all manner of food. Yet Aulus Gcllius saith, that 
beyond seven days' wilful abstinence a man is not able to live. 

64. * [Understood.] * As if Augustus by his absolute power had 
taken up all. * Cum virvirum, not iriumvirtm. 

65. ^ Wherein the manner was to use broad jests of any person 
(Casaubon). 

s For, as Ulpian tcstifieth, 1. i8, de Tcstamenlo, a law there was 
that whosoever to the infamy of any person published a libel, either 
in his own or another man's name, yea, without name at all, if he be 
convict thereof, sliall be Jntestabilis. disabled both for making a will 
himself, and also for to bo a witness unto another man's. 

56. ^ In iribu, or in tribubus, among other tribes. ® Called 
Forum Augusti. ® Than the other. * Or, offender. ® Within 
the bar, among the advocates, as a well-wilier. ® Or targetecr, 
scutario : some take this for a proper name of some soldier of his. 

“ By these candidates he mcancth either such as himself recom- 
mended unto the people for any office, as Caesar his predecessor did 
before him, and those were called Caesaris candidali, or else his especial 
friends whom he laboured for. 

0 Pliny [Nat. Hist, xxxv, 12, 164] witeth that Cassius his accuser 
charged him to have killed 130 guests, vuth one platter of poisoned 
meat. 

0 Certain soldiers there were, going under the name of scutarii, 
as Paulus Diaconus witnesseth in his supplement upon Eutropius, 
writing that Valentinian of a tribune or colonel over these Scutarii 
became emperor. 

67. * [Merits.] ® Into the railed or empaled place named Sefita, 
where sometime was that lake. ® In the Shoemakers' street. * In 
the Tragedians’ street. ® On the Palatine hill. « [Denarius, 
at this time=about 8id.] ’ FausHs ominibus, or, nominibus, names. 

[According to Murray's Dictionary, this use of osses as an equivalent of 
omina is chiefly confined to H.] 
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58. ^ Or, addition. - Father of the Country. 

59. * Patres famihas, good honest citizens of Rome that were sui 
juris, 2 Their fathers, the testators. ^ A.s if he had been a demi- 
god. 

62. ^ [Shremsh, railing.] 

63. ^ Her daughter’s husband. ® It seemeth the younger. ® Em- 
peror after him. ^ lotapas [Artavasdes, whose daughter was lotape] 
the Median king of Armenia : or else he meaneth Cleopatra [p. 48]. 

65. ' Sorons, or uxoris, his wife's nephew, and both true. ^ [Nalare : 
another reading is notare, to make shorthand notes.] 

^ Germanicus was the son of Dmsus, and Antonia the younger. 
Now Drusus had for his mother, Livia, the wife of Augustus, and 
Antonia for hers, Octavia, the sister of Augustus. 

*' In all bargains of sale and alienations, the solemn and ceremonial 
form [inar.cipatid] at Rome was this : that [with] five witnesses at the 
least, Roman citizens and of lawful age, with one other beside of the 
same condifaon, called Ltbnpens (because he held a pair of balances, etc.) 
me chapman or buyer should come with a piece of brass coin in his 
hand, and say (for example sake, if it were a bondslave to be bought 
Md sold) these words, '■ This man or woman I avouch by the law of the 
Romans to 1« mine, and bought I have him or her for this piece of 
r^s, and with this brazen balance,” and therewith, striking the said 
oaiance. give the brazen piece unto the other party that is the seller, 

imagin^y kind of chaffering things were alienated, and their 
property changed. 

nf ^ “P youth in swimming and in grammar 

of ffio relation to the exercise of the body, the other 

«*•£ vtTy 11 ^' ^ bringing up at all arose this proverb, 

hTjT€ veiVf ypufifiara. y' ^ s r 

^ ^ nepheis's. ^ Xhese acts 

numbS^lo (nm , parliament of all the curiae, in 

PapiriusiollecSrt Romulus divided the city. These laws Sextus 
‘ Sordidum ■ others rMri called it was/i(s civile Papirianum. 

‘Pandatari'a [Tacitus Arn^’Y'T-^ ha^d»m, sottish and rude. 

and lasQne^i^iB ttl EM^pSts'’l*h to suppress Che froublea 

With a knife or short skeS treacherously,^ 

a supplication of whirTi presented unto lum 

wise he sent “mo =^terrvardl A. Lucius like- 

words. that they would vonrii unto the gods in these 

as valorous as king Alexander and^a^ri^ well-beloved as Pompey, 
•> These he adopted beiu^ rtf ^°rtu“ate as himself, 
fathers (deceased) in the comi^M hal^o^w ® o^toi the tuition of their 
and with consent of the peonie hdp , before the high priests, 

properly called adopLn^; where^^ffi°/-j*®>^'' Curiala. and this 
abovenamed ivith the a^ent of their^nrt® 

sale called mar.cipaiio. ^ fathers, by the formal bargain of 

® Certain quaestors tliere were 
whose office it was to read such missives ofieg:^ rt 


' Reading and writing. 
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Happily [possibly] this he did to know thereby, whether she had 
been naught [C. 6] of her body with them or no, considering we learn out 
of natural philosophy that commonly children resemble their parents 
in complexion, favour, and marks. Howbeit, this Julia is reported 
to have brought forth children all like unto M. Agrippa, her husband, 
so long as he lived, notwithstanding she was known to be a common 
strumpet. But beside her answer to that point, unto those who made 
a wonder at it, which ye may see in Macrob. Saiiirnal. ii, 5, read the 
pleasant and witty epigram of Sir Thomas More, upon the like example. 

® Alluding to a place of Homer, Iliad, iii [40], wherein Hector 
curseth his brother Paris, and after some opprobrious terms saith thus, 
aiO' r &yov 6 s t’ fuevat, &yan 6 i r aTioX^aSai, 

Would God thou had’st of women ne’er been born, 

Or else had died thy wedding day befor(n)e. 

Which verse, by inversion of words and using one of them in a con- 
trary sense, Augustus transferred unto his own person. For it is to 
be noted that Ayovos here in Homer hath a passive signification, and 
soundeth as much as fiii yevvijSek, not born, whereas Augustus 
talceth it in the active,- for one that is childless, or hath begotten no 
children^. 

* These cancers be certain tumours or swellings, hard and unequal 
of their nature, which be called scirrhi, and of an ugly aspect, as 
arising from unnatural melancholy, breeding, as Cornelius Celsus 
writeth [v, a8], for the most part in the superior region of the body, about 
the face, nose, ears, lips, and women’s breasts. Which our author 
here and the Greek writers name Carcinomata, for the resemblance 
of the crab-fish crooked claws, which the black or swart veins all about 
them do represent, or because they be hardly or uneth® removed, if 
they once take to a place, no more than the said fish when it settleth 
to a thing and claspeth it. Untoward to be healed, and commonly 
the worse for all the cure done unto them. These cancers, if they 
become ulcers once are termed wolves. In regard of which properties, 
aptly compared Augustus those ungracious imps of his breed unto 
them, as being foul eyesores, distaining his honour, and by no discipline 
of his corrigible [omitted in 1606 trans., as noted in Tudor Translations]. 

66. ^ M. Agrippa. " Frigoris : or rigoris, as if Augustus had 
looked sternly or strangely upon him. ® Maecenas. * [Traffic in' : 
cp. the modern termination — monger,] ® Final or last. 

“ According to that sage precept of Solon, toOs pCKavf nil to-xv 
Be not hasty in making any thy friends, and the saying of Hecuba in 
Euripides [Troades, 1051], 

[oi/t] far ipairryjs, fiirris ovk aid 

No friend, I say. 

Who loves not ay ; 

which two rules Propertius [II, xx, 35, 36] elegantly comprehendeth in 
one verse. 

Hoc mihi perpetuo jus est, quod solus aniaior 
Nec cito desisio, nec temere incipio. 

Late ere I love, as long ere I leave. 

^ Aesop gave this lesson, rv ywaisl nyjSliroTc mareiffris 

1 Or, is unable for generation. 

2 [With difficulty.] 

® [The folio has x&ra, which is unintelligible.] 
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Oimmit no secrets to a woman. And as for this Maecenas, he was 
noted to be uxonus more than he should, and one who (albeit his 
^Ti{e was a shrew and ready to go from him every day) soon admitted 
atonements and reconaliations. Whereupon Seneca in his Moral 
Epistles [114] said that, having but one wife, yet he married a thousand 
times. 


67 . ^ [This must be " detected ' 
secretary. ’ Lycia. 


(comperium).'} * Clerk or 


68. ^ A kind of psilothmm [depilatory]. 

“ Every word almost in this verse carrieth a double construction, 
uathout the understanding whereof all the grace is lost. For cinaedus 
in one sense betokeneth one of the Galli, priests of the goddess Cybele, 
named also Ops Maler deum, and Tellus, even the very earth ; which 
priests were gelded or disabled for generation, and took that name of the 
river Callus, the water whereof, drunken, caused men to be evirate and 
effeminate. Now the manner of these priests in the divine service of 
the said goddess was to bear the taber or tamper^ upon the timbrel, 
wMch is expressed here in these words, Orbem dtgilo temporal ; for that 
the hmbrel is round and circular, to signify the globe of the earth 
symbolised by Cybele. And in this sense may the verse literally be 
inte^reted ; but, beside this signification, cinaedus betokeneth a 
T catamite, who sufiereth himself against nature to be 

a used. Orois also is put for the habitable world, and digito femperai 
^ world at a beck, or at his command, as if 

Augustus Caesar, who ivas noted for that 
filtMness. And in this latter sense did the people of Rome 
expound the said verse, and apply it unto him. 

ma^- tF.n °° * "T>om he could not forbear but 

?rname their Terentia, Rufa, as lover^ use 

to name their sweethearts. , r [•• Not " is superfluous.] 

feasts. [Mensif^Thl provide the furniture [and expenses] of the 
* Some take thirto band, the choragns being Augustus.] 

rath”!s^e^;l°t£t ^o\S.f-T "" goddesses? guJi : d 

of the choragusi si^ch together [or the ivife 

scutcheons S^jiitectiir^ ‘’^lw"^ 

night. * counterfeit, as at the supper over- 

select gods, and^^^manv together, alluding to those six 

honoured above the rest ^ whom antiquity in heathenesse 

these two verses, ’ names Ennius the poet comprised in 

Answerable to which number he ^ 

like goddesses, and six boys (MtamiSf’-“^h women attired 

at this supper. ^ ^ habit of gods, as his guests 

^ [Probably formed from 

Murray, the only author in whom it (according to 

tapping."] occurs) in the sense of " beatog, 

* Jupiter. 
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I doubt the first verse of this hexastich is not perfect, for I do not 
please myself in the translation of it. 

® Neither is it certain what this Mallia should be. Some read 
Manlia, as if it were the name of a chamber within the castle or citadel 
of the Capitol, which this banqueting-place of his did counterfeit, and 
then we must admit the figure Prosopopaea [personification of inanimate 
objects}. Others take Mallia to be the name of some woman, employed 
in the furnishing and setting out of such a supper. 

** For Augustus not only sat here among the rest in the person 
of Apollo, but also would sometimes be thought Phoebus, otherwhiles 
Phoebus his son. 

® For it is not unknown what adulteries the poets talk of between 
Jupiter and Alcmena, etc., between Mars also and Venus. 

* No marvel if Jupiter Capitolinus, with other gods and goddesses, 
being before possessed of the Capitol, abandoned their slnines and 
chapels, when they saw such in place. 

K Wherein tormentors' whips and scourges were to be sold ; and 
thereupon he took that name of Tortor (like as before he is sumamed 
Sandaliarius, and Tragoedus) which Augustus seemed now to verify 
in himself, whipping and plaguing the people with hunger, as he did. 

71. ^ [Charge.] * Or murrha [murra] the cassidony [= chalce- 
dony, from Chalcedon in Asia Minor]. ® [Was not ashamed.] 

* Between dishes or courses of services. ® Or bones. ® [We kept 
things warm at the gaming-table.] ’ Drusus Nero. ® [Toler- 
ably.] ® [Or cockall, a game played with sheeps’ bones instead of 
dice.] 

“ In which month the feast Saturnalia was kept, and much liberty 
tolerated of gaming, feasting, and revelling. 

In this game called in Latin Lusus talorum, or Talarius, there is 
some resemblance of our dice, but that the tali have but four faces or 
sides, and therefore yield four chances and no more. Of which the 
first is named Cam's or Canicula, answering as some thinlf to our Acc, 
and is the worst oi all. The opposite unto it they termed Venus or 
Cous, and [it] is accounted the best, as which may stand for our Sise. 
The third bare the name of Chius, proportioned to Trey with us ; and 
the last Senio, and is as much as Quatre. For in these tali or cockall 
bones there is no chance of Deux or Cinque. 

® Quinquatrus, or Quinquatria, were certain festival holidays held 
for five days together in the month March to the honour of Minerva. 
See Ovid [Fasfi, iii, 809] ; Varro [de Lingua Lat. vi, 14]. 

72. ^ [On which were some jewellers’ or ringmakers’ {anulus, ring) 
shops.] ® [Receipt, reception of visitors ; probably originally 
spacious accommodation for that purpose [laxitas).] ® Or Tcxvipvor, 

® Xysli, admitting the winter sun, ® For shade in summer. ® Bel- 
uarum, as whales, whirpooles [whirlpools, sea-monsters of the whale 
kind], etc. 

» For pleasure therein he called it Syracuse, comparing it to that 
beautiful city in Sicily ; and because it served his turn for meditations 
and inventions, he gave it the name [study]. 

73. ^ Not raised up and swelling high with down. ® [Seldom.] 

® [Tight, close,] 

74. ^ Cena recta, or recta absolutely [a regular, formal supper, when 
the guests reclined at the tables], in difierence of sportula [a dole given 
in place of a regular meal]. ® Restored to his blood and created a 
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gentleman, for he was donatus aiireis anulis ut inter ingcnuos haheretur. 

® Speculator, or a squire of his body. ^ Tribus ferculis, not such as 
ours be, but framed in manner of trophies, with devices tliat some 
meats might he flat, others hang thereupon. ® As minstrels, musi- 
cians, choristers [ncroaiiia, Gr. d«rp 4 o/ttt, lit. something heard, hence, 
performers]. * As fortune-tellers, jugglers, buffoons [trivial, irivtales, 
picked up in the street]. ” Arctalogos [second-rate Cynics or Stoics, 
who were always talking about virtue (dpenj)]. Or, story-tellers. 

^ Employed, as it should seem, in his civil wars. Certain soldiers 
there were attending upon the prince under the name of speculatores, 
whose service he used m spying and listening. In Greek such rvere 
named 'Oirr^pes, ckottoI, and Kordtricoroi. Also in doing execution 
upon condemned persons, and in sending of letters unto the senate, as 
Laevinus Torrentius hath observed very well in his annotations upon 
Gains Caligula. 

75 . 1 [Probably “ at " should be supplied.] - Or fire-forks. 
’ Or snippers [tongs, obs. form of scissors]. * [Dealing in, trafficking 
in.] ^ A kind of lottery. ® [Board, table.] 


76 . ' Or cheat [second quality bread ; cf. modem " seconds ’’]. 

® Much like angelots [small cheeses made in Normandy], manu pressutn 
or ina«e pressum, green cheese new-made. “ Or German, essedum 
[really a Gallic war-chariot], for they were used in both countries 
indifferently. ‘ Urns duracims, or, with hard kernels. ® [Bath, 
Fr. ban; ] ® Ex liac inobservantia, or, ex hac observantia, upon this 

due observing of his, to eat when his stomach called for it, and not else 
[retchless = reckless, careless]. 

Sabbatis ieiunium servat If Sabbaths be put for weeks, as the 
manner of the Jews was to speak, according as the publican saith 
in the gospel after Saint Luke, rTjarci'G; Sis tov Xap^aTOVy and as it 
appeareth in other places of the evangelists, true it is that Suetonius 
or Augustus reporteth of the Jews, as also if by Sabbaths are meant 
other of their festival and solemn days. But if you take it for the 
seventh or last day of the week, it is altogether untrue, and to be im- 
puted unto the error and ignorance of Suetonius and the Romans 
m the Jewish rites and ceremonies. For seeing them religiously to 
'ecp the said sev'enth day or Sabbath holy, whereupon they were com- 
mon j wiled Sa66a/a»ii, and observing withal their fasting, generally 
/ of strangers that they fasted upon the Sabbath. Also 

lor their devout fasting against the feast of the Passover, called by 
themselyw sometime the great Sabbath, as also by foreigners, as it 
appeareth by Horace [Sahres, i, 9. 69]^ jn piece of verse, Hodie 
etc., they imagined that the Jews fasted every 
Sabbath. And m truth, reckon from September (at which month 
'°.'"P"tiition begin their year) thirty weeks forward, 
also do Pascha ; according to which time we Christians 

^eenl and ^his only is the difference be- 

the snrinn eniiinr.-v-' they obseme the Neomenia or new moon at 

and we the Tord’e d ®°tcmmse their Passover in the next full moon, 
and we, the Lord s day or Sunday after the said full. 

a ouncpl^‘'Tn™aT °"“ces apiece, or two evathi, 

3 ounces , m all, at the most not above a good pint or a small wine 

wv^eSmeal's"'"’ “ Interdiu as we 

^5 , betwi.xt meals. Aadum. or aridum. dried, but yet of a winish 
taste. * [Attaching much importance to.] . ^ 
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78. ^ [Rather, members of the household.] * [Business, official 
duties. So above, instead of “ worldly affairs of his friends "] 

It seemeth he took but a light repast, not putting off his shoes, 
as the manner was, at full meals. 

Some copies have rclectis pedibus, making [re) to be iriTartk-dv 
[intensive], as if he meant very well covered (contrary to the use of that 
word reiegere, wluch othenvise significth to uncover) like as rccondere, to 
lay up very fast and sure. Others, relraetis, with his feet somervhat 
drawn or pulled up to him, in the same sense as Cornelius Celsus useth, 
paulum reducHs, qiii fere jacentibus habitus est, as he saith, which is the 
ordinary form of lying, whenas men be in health. Lastlj', some read 
rcjecHs, let down or stretched out to the full length. 

® Casaubon interpreteth Lecticulam as a pallet or low bed made for 
the nonce, to rest and study upon [by candle-light [lueubratoria)] 

79. ^ [Daintiness, elegance, trimness ] " [Held back. The word 

in the original is rentoUilus, softened.] ® [Attentively.] * Toward 
his forehead. ® Dcducliorc, or as some expound it, sharp and thin 
[rather, bent inwards]. Inter aquilum candidumque, somewhat 
tanned and sunburnt, as Casaubon seemeth to interpret it. 

“ By whose report he wanted not much of the full height of men, to 
wit, near six feet, according to Vegetius. Above which stature the 
growth is somewhat giant-like. 

80. ^ Charlemagne his wain [Charles's Wain, Ursa Major, the 
Plough]. ® Much like a curry-comb. ® [Hip-bone.] * [Pain, 
ailment.] 

Ad impetiginis formant. The second kind whereof, as Cornelius 
Celsus (v. 28, 17) writeth (for willingly do I often cite him as the Roman 
Galen, in explication of a Roman rvriter), Varias ftguras habet, resem- 
bleth many and sundry forms. 

This infirmity of his was a kind of gout, which the Greek writers 
call Ischias, and is commonly named sciatica. As for the remedy 
or palliative cure rather (for easement of pain) with sand, it may be 
meant either of some fomentations with linen bags wherein was sand, 
for, Cornelius Caesar [? Celsus] writeth, that millet seed, salt, and sand, 
or any of them put within a linen cloth, and so applied to the affected 
place, cure the said disease ; or of walking in sand by the seaside, or 
else of 'tumbling and wallowing therein, which remedy Q. Serenus 
Sammonicus in this verse : Nec non et tepidis convolvere corpus arenis, 
etc., hath prescribed and experience verified. 

c Cato in his Husbandry, and Pliny [Nat. Hist, xvii, 28], maketh 
mention of curing the sciatica with a cleft of a green cane or reed, but 
there must be, forsooth, a charm go with all, and so it reposeth dislo- 
cations or bones out of joint. Indeed, both Dioscorides and also 
Galen attribute unto the rind or bark of Cane-roots, and to their ashes 
a desiccative virtue ; whereby they are found good for such dislocations, 
and so may cure the articular disease likewise, called sciatica, which 
diflereth not much from a dislocation of the huckle-bone. 

Pliny reporteth [Nat. Hist, xxv, 3], that the disease of the bladder, 
and especially the strangury, pissing drop-meaU, occasioned by gravel 
(which I take here to be meant) is of all others most dolorous. 

81. ^ Destillationihus jocinore vitiato. What if we thus point and 


1 [Drop by drop ; cf. piece-meal, the only survivor of numerous 
similarly formed adverbs.] 
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read ? DesUllaiionibus, jocir.ore vitiate ; to this sense, that he was much 
subject to rheums, by occasion that his liver rvas diseased, to wit, 
obstructed or stopped. - Under the short ribs. ^ [Severe cold in 
the head and catarrh,] 

“ This accordeth to an observation of Cornelius Celsus : Qui secur.dis 
aliqtiando fmstra curattis est, contrartts aUquando resiUuilur. The patient 
whose cure derused by art, and according to the rule of physic, some- 
time speedeth not well, rccovereth otherwhile by a course of means 
quite contrary. 

^^^uch the Greeks call Pcrtodical, as the quartan ague and other 
intermittent fevers be so termed, because their fits return upon certain 
days. The faUing sickness likewise, keeping time with the moon, 
whereupon some name it Lur.aticits, And gouts, which are most busy 
in the spring and the fall, etc. 

' Toward the end of September. An unequal season of the year, 
wherein commonly the mornings and evenings be cold, and the noon- 
tides hot, whereby many diseases are occasioned. But as touching 
me birthday here mentioned, Valerius Ma-vimus [vdii, i6] and Pliny 
[ lit. Hist vu. 51, 172] report, that AnfSpater Sidonins the poet every 
> ear upon the day of his nativity only felt the access of an ague. Where- 
of he died m the end, after he had lived to a great age. 

. . mam’el if in cacochyraical bodies, such as his was, the humours 
wnicti lay still and quiet all winter, began to spread and swell in the 
wwf ‘^i^'^ensions and ventosities ; especially in that place 
• , , gathered and laid up as it were in store, to do a mis- 

chief when the time came. 


bnnor^r “P-l * [Bubbling up, gushing forth.] ® Or 

’■ '•slow ^ bonnet]. * [Hardly ever.] 

inel • fwltV . , " ‘'°‘^-aters. t [Burning brightly, bias- 

^ Feti^iiiahh Standing upon a vein of brimstone, 

the Gmeks and y Instead of our Leeches and stockings, 

manner o^simddHnab" clothes in 

long it u-as ere thov^ their nakedness. And 

some disease \ ^ such, unless it "vvere upon occasion of 

WaoeSoma, who, in 

certain slA^ m captives’ w 2 admo'^^u port-sale [C. 50] of 

his upmost garment fnr admonished by one of them to let down 

being deadly wounded wn-:' * ''"r Jnlius Caesar also himself, 

for to cotL hTs nritv ’nay. l^s gorvn ^ 

they took to wearing Le rlntv,"^°f* ®^ould fall. In process of time 
which the French and other Bracae, or breeches, 

in winter onlv. For they did so 

Without trusses ; covering all as mann ordinarily in those parts 

upi^r garment, which upon a Siall ocra!’’ “ 

, •> Parth-. to make a noiL °I«"- 

refresh and cool the air. procure sleep, and in part to 

or a canopy, which ''thereof °took^^y^ curtains 

surunrum. Now the manner of thw name m Greek Kurunrtdir or 
the better and daintier sort with ni '‘""“'"•''’B or making wind was for 
to the fan of feathers „?ed’in'K“ZyU«^'^^’. tails, much like 
for the meaner, with beasts' tails. ~ ^ ^ ^ iime, but 

^ I^orne to th’acnestc or T’iKti*- -u 

■ — — — — ^ about one hundred stadia : 


^ [Which usually was cast over tlie shoulder.] 
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it then you reckon 125 paces to a stadium, it cometh to 12 miles and 
a halt. Cato the Censor was of another mind, who said he repented 
whensoever he went to any place by water, if Ije might by land. 

® The abstinence whereof in some measure is good for those that 
have feeble joints, and be remembered othcrwhilcs xvith any gout, as 
Angjjstus was yet, a tiling that physicians in old time could hardly 
bring their patients unto, so ordinary it was in those days to hath. 

* Wliich the wanton and delicate ladies of Rome, as Pliny writeth, 
used of silver. 

83 . * Either on horseback, or in a litter. * Two feet and a half 
square. ® {OceUata : small stones marked with little eyes or spots, 
like dicc.3 * Tlicsc the Romans called Dr.'idos suns, their playfcrcs 
[playfellows] and darlings in an honest sense ; not such as tlic Greeks 
in an unclean signification named Paidika, wanton baggages, catamites. 

^ Ad pilant. Whereas there were divers Idnds of balks to plaj' with, 
it seems that he mcancth in this place that which of all other was 
least and hardest, as being stuffed with hair, whereupon it took the 
name ; the same no doubt that our tennis-ball is sent to and fro with 
the racket. Named likewise it was Trigoualis, of a tennis-court 
within the bainos [baths], three-square walled, from which walls the ball 
did rebound. Of this ball, and the exercise thereof, Galen wrote a 
treatise. 

FoUiculum. By joUicuhts is meant a kind of wind hand-ball 
covered with leather, having within it a bladder pufled up with wind, 
the softest and lightest of all others, smitten, not with a racket as 
the other, nor with the palm of the hand, a.s that which they called. 
Paganica, filled with wool, flock.«. or yarn, but driven with the clenched 
fist, whereupon it took the name Pugillatoria. 

® So Turnebus expoundeth it. But Isaac Casaubon understandeth 
thereby Segestre, in Greek crlyaarpo*. a light blanket or quilt. 

•* By tiiis is meant a play, that children used, and not that game 
of hazard resembling dice, at which, he said before, they played ^f/ioVrutiJj 
[like old men]. 

® For aught that I can gather out of the sundry conjectures of ex- 
positors, these Ocellata, made of silver or ivory, resemble the game of 
young gentlewomen called of some Trol-Madamc [or Trol-my-damcs, 
Fr. Irou tnadame ; akso called pigeon-holes, played with a Imard, at ono 
end of which there were arches resembling pigeon-holes, into which 
smalt balls were bowled] ; or else that pastime of boys named nine- 
holes. 

84 . ^ [A teacher of declamation and elocution.] ® When ho was 
hoarse, by reason of rheum, 

85 . ^ Vficemis. * [Set forth, described.] ® xxx Libris, or 
rather xiii, according to SiiYdas, and all old copies. * Called Ajax. 

® Was wiped away or blotted out with a sponge, alluding to Ajax, that 
fell upon his own sword ; whereof Sophocles made a tragedy entitled 
Ajax. 

® Besides the pretty allusion unto the fabulous history of Ajax, 
Torrentius hath observed in the word spongia, a double signification ; 
to wit, a sponge called deltiilis, which writers had at hand, either to 
wipe and wash out what mislikcd them, or to blur and blot the same, 
according to these of the poet Ausonius [Epistolac, vii,. 54], 

Aut cunctis pariter versibus obtiiial 
Fulvam lacticolor spongia sepiam, 
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whereupon Martialis saith of it, 

[Delcbis], guoties scripia ^Gvare voles, 

and also a s^vo^d ^^^dch addeth the better 
constdenng that Ajax fell upon lus own 

I have not yet found spoiigia taken, m any appro\ed author. 

86. 1 Curled locks or fcakes [dangling curls], glib 
on the forehead, covering the eyes] and dropping j 

balms [steeped in unguents], * The Censor, 

an<.9«i(:es. so called. » By his daughter Juba, and M. Agnppa. tti 

Au°^stt®S^ed Maecenas for being cacoz.hs. and found as much 
fault with Tibenus, because he was an/iguOMUS. the 

i> By these words aepo^J^ex* ctr.ctnnos Augustus 
affected forced phrases and curious inkhom terms, as it were, . . 
cenas. Cuius oratio, as Seneca reporteth of him, Episi. 94. 
esl ac ipse discindus. His manner of style might be compMcd ^ ~ 
hairs of his, curled wath crisping pins and besmeared with odomcrous 
oils, which Cicero calleth capnllos calamistraios el deJibutos. ® , 

I think that Augustus reprehendeth Maecenas for using these wor , 
livjtoPpcxtU cincinnos, because it is his own manner in svnting 
interlace Greek with Latin, and besides, no cacozelon is therein to 
found. But his over-curious terms and new-devised phrases he . 
calleth, for that Maecenas was wont in trimming and tricking up him- 
self to be somewhat womanish. . . . 

® Augustus, in a certain epistle unto Maecenas, by expresmng ms 
own nice and delicate plirascs, after a sort derideth them, and dehortetn 
him thereto, in these words ; Vale [mi fbcmim] MeduUiae, e&ur «* 
Etruria, laser Areltniim, adamas Supentas, Tiherinvtn margarttum, 
Cilniarum smaragde, iaspi figulorum, berylle Porsennae, carbuncuhim 
Italiae, ral 'ro ravra, uiXa-yiia maechannn [Macrohius, Sat. li, 

4, 12]. [Farewell, my ebony of Medullia (a small town in L,atiuin), 
ivory of Etruria, asafoetida of Aretium, diamond from the Adriatic, 
pearl of the Tiber, emerald of the Cilnii (his name was C. Cilnius 
Maecenas), jasper of the potters, beryl of Porsenna, carbuncle of 
the Adriatic, emollients of the courtesans. Of course there were 
neither diamonds in the Adriatic nor pearls in the Tiber,] In which 
words, as m a mirror, he might see himself. 

^ As if he should say, " Never a barrel better herring.^' There was 
neither of them better than other, as offending both ways. The 
Asiatic orators were Cacazeli [bad imitators], Cimber, Atticus and 
Veranius, Antiquarii. So that it was mere folly and vanity to make any 
doubt, whether of them to imitate, being all stark naught. 


87 . ^ At the Greek kalends, i.e. at latter Lammas, for the Greeks had 
no kalends, no more than the Latins ueotnenias, i.e. new moons, to‘ 
begin their months ivith. And yet the word seemeth to be derived of 
iraxa [call] in Greek [now the generally accepted derivation]. ' Read 
Macrohius, Salumaha, it, 4. s [Boiled.] * A fool. ° Of 
bliteolus, from blito. or blacolus from blax [stupid, lazy]. ' Or for 
puleium, puhgium, pulleiaceum y>«H«j=dark, but it is not easy to see 
the meaning or point of ptilleiaceus]. i [Instead of cerritus. crazy, 
vacerrosus, block(head).] « [Both=to be unwell.] [Both 

words are connected with vegetables : beta, beet, lachanon, cabbage.] 
[Rows], or lines. 
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89< ^ In Greek, * As well to cut ofi the expenses of sumptuous 
edifices, as to prevent danger by skarfires [25]. ^ Which were not 

so usually read and rehearsed in open audience. 

® This Sphaerus was a deep scholar and great humanitian [humanist] 
as we speak, and whom the Greeks call Philologos. Under him Augustus 
became voXvfiaO^s, skilful in history, antiquities, etc , like as, under 
Areus, he learned philosophy. [The latest texts omit Sphaerus, and 
read [s]per i.e. filled -with learning through his intimate acquaintance 
with Areus and bis sons.] 

1’ The principal authors whereof Horatius comprised in this verse 

[5a<. i, 4 , I], 

Etipolis atque Craiinus Aristophanesque poelae. 

In this manner of comedy the vices of men and women were repre- 
sented and taxed upon the stage over-boldly, and plainly to their 
discredit. For which it grew to be offensive, and was laid away a long 
time. 

*> Who was censor in his time, and persuaded in his orations that all 
men of what degree soever should be compelled to marry for pro- 
creation of children. 

90. ^ Or of a sea-calf, which as Pliny [Nai. Hist, ii, 146] writeth, 
checketh all lightnings. 

® Pliny, Nat. Hist, ii, 55, writeth, that it never lighteneth above 
five feet within the ground. Fearful persons therefore think such deep 
caves most safe. 

81. ^ Medici. Some read, amici, a friend. ® [Attack.] ® Door- 
keeper. * Or top [/asltgiMm]. ® Or chime. ® To rouse the porters. 
’ As beggars do. * Or pieces worth about id. [Dodkin is a coin of 
little value, doit.] 

“ By tWs custom and gesture, as the argument and circumstance 
of the place naturally importeth, he thought to entreat the goddess 
Nemesis for to spare him ; Nemesis I say, whom the heathen imagined 
to attend with an envious eye upon all excessive prosperity. To 
avoid tlierefore adverse afterclaps*, which this spiteful goddess might 
bring upon him, unless they were pacified, Augustus thus debased 
himself superstitiously, and in some sort seemed to abridge his own 
felicity. Muchjafter the manner of Polycrates, that rich tyrant who, 
to be excused from this Nemesis, flung into the sea a jewel, with a 
precious stone of inestimable price. 

92, * [Strange, rare.] * Wherein they stood. 

“ Nundinae among the Romans were those days in every month 
whereon they kept fairs and markets. It should seem therefore, 
that he held the day after them ominous and of unlucky presage, as 
we say in our proverb, “ A day after the fair," or else because he had 
sometime not sped very well, whenas he did set out in his journey 
upon such a day. 

t Nonis, as if it wore non is, which literally osseth [signifies] as much 
as. You go not. Much like to that in Pliny. Nat. Hist. xv. 19, when M. 
Crassus was ready to embark in that unfortunate expedition into 
Parthia where he was slain, a fellow cried certain figs to be sold with this 
note, Cauneas, Cauneas (for of that kind were those figs [from Caunus 
in Caria]), which ossed thus much unto him, as if in short speech he had 
cried Cave ne eas, cave ne eas. Take heed you go not this voyage. 


•* [Something unpleasant and unexpected.] 

43 



OCTAVIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS 

03 “ At' I'M rcEctnbling an os, v.-Jiicli the Eg>"pliat'Ti worshipped a 

^ ''■'b' He did this, as it sluwld seem. In iMicy, l^cJuiM he would^ot 
be thought addicted to the Jewish lecf. l or o4n 

as well by his PTiaons mdulgeners j^antH them^ 


testimony in edicts and commissions, 7. . 

- ■ only GodP the attribute o( fy’M .1-' 

I holftcaiiSits. or whole uumt o^er 


God [tlic true and 


high], and instituted for ever ccrt.ain holocnvists, or v 
mgs, to svit, two Iambs and one bull, to Ik oficred tinto that rose.eign 
and most high deity 

04. ’ fPortended.] ’ ITooh inca,surcs, made 
» [.'lerariimi. the statc-treMurv. bepl in the temple of , *'1, 

decrees of the .senate were at this time deposited,] ’ Or Mcna» . 
bearing the name of the city Mcndcs in Egypt. Of dtvi 

courses (or, Speculations on divine things], * The rnother of Au^ • 

’ A famous .astrologer [and writer on theology and gr.ammar. ^ j*. . 

Varro, fac w,as regarded as the most learned Homan of his time], n 

tlicrcby the horoscope of his nativity. ’ Which properly arc a ra- 
biitcd unto Jupiter. In the Appian Way. ” [« Ingenuous 

{libtratis) . rather, noble, frank ] '• [Usually kept for senatore.J 

*’ Senators ’* Dove.s arc consecrated to Venus, from whence toe 
Julii are descended. Ey them therefore and the date-tree was pm* 
figured perpetual felicity to that name and family. [Put up wiui, 

endure 3 '• Or school [rather, studio, at the top of the liouscj. 

Or astrologer. ** [Declared.] _ , 

‘ Some have expounded this of our Saviour Christ, King, not of 
Rome only, but also of all the world, who took our nature upon him, and 
was born in the days of Augustus Caesar. 

b The like conception by a serpent is reported of Olympias, the 
mother of king Alexander the Great, of Pomponia likewise, the mother 
of Scipio Africanus. 

® This broad seal, wherewith were signed letters patents and other 
public instruments, carried a stamp representing the city of Rome : 
and being thus put into his bosom, prefigured that he one day should 
have the government of the state and commonweal. 

u Symbolising thereby that the citiicns of Rome, who bcforctiinc 
might not lawfully be scourged, were in danger to lose their liberty in 
that behalf. 


95. * Or vultures (Gcr. Geict). 

“ Or. when he stood the first time for to be consul. For the manner 
was of the candidates or competitors of the consulship, the night before 
the election day, to lie without the city abroad in the open air : and 
afterwiuds, early in the morning, to sit in a chair made of one entire 
piece within the precinct of a certain place therefor appointed [which 
thereupon w-as called Utnplum), and there, to wait and expect until 
some god presented unto them a good and fortunate sign. 

98 ' Antony, Lepidus, and Octavius. * [Entirely, thoroughly 
beat : to probably answers to the German zu in compounds, although 
it is sometimes wTitten as all-to beat (aH.to = extremely) .] ’ And 

therefore by likelihood a wizard. * Or spectre [vision], * Obtain 
the favour of the gods. 

b Cum augiri hostias impsrasseS. The manner was of the paymims, if 


1 [This is in the folio, and is an addition of H.] 
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they could not speed of [succeed in obtaining] their gods’ favour at the 
first sacrifice, to kill more beasts still, until they saw some tokens 
thereof ; which in the soothsayers’ learning was called litare. Thus did 
Paulus Aemilius for t%venty together, and obtained no warrant of happy 
success before he had slain the one and twentieth. Yet some write, 
that sacrifices are then said augeri, when, together with the beasts, there 
is use of Salsa niolae meat and salt. Which kind of ostes^ be called 
Mactae, as it=:inagis anctae [increased]. 

t Significant names both, and osses [omens] of victory. Eutychus 
importeth lucky or fortunate ; Nicon victor or conqueror. 

97. ^ Called Utsinim. ^ [Nuncupare, to express a vow in words.] 
® C, in Caesar. * [A small islet on the coast of Latium.] ® For 
Astara was a water-towm with a river also of that name running by it. 

This solemnity of purging the army every five years was. insti- 
tuted by king Servius Tullius, and celebrated with the sacrifice of a 
swine, a sheep, and a bull, named thereupon Siiovetaurilia. Here- 
upon, the revolution of five years they called hisirum. This function 
or office belonged afterwards to generals of the field, like as the expia- 
tion and purging of the people unto the censors. And this manner of 
lustrum is here meant. 

Writings or instruments signed, containing the said vows, whereby 
they bound themselves, as it were, by obligation to pay and perform 
the same. Oftentimes also they fastened them with wax unto the 
knees of those gods or idols unto whom they nuncupated those vows, 
according to that verse of Juvenal, Satires, x, 35 : 

Propter quae fas est genua incerare Deorum. 

® Praelcr consueludinem. Suetonius seemeth here to forget him- 
self, writing that Augustus, contrary to his old wont, embarked by 
night, having reported before that it was his manner so to do. Tor- 
rentius would salve all, expounding it thus ; that his hasty and long 
journey (for it was a good stretch from Astura to Beneventum) was 
contrary to his wonted manner. But to speak what I think, his 
journey now by night was occasioned by a gale of wind that served 
well for Beneventum, and hath no reference at all to his accustomed 
travel. Some would read pro consueiudine, that is, after his usual 
manner, but they respect not the scope of our author, whose purpose 
in this place is to put down certain particulars that were ominous 
and presaging' bis death. Among which this may be reckoned for one, 
that he did a thing now, repugnant to his ordinary guise [custom]. 
A point, I wis, observed too much even nowadays by those that are 
superstitiously given. Although I am not ignorant that of this observa- 
tion, in sick folk there may be a natural reason rendered out of physic. 

98. * Of the Greeks who sometime inhabited those parts. ® [Scram- 

bling.] ® [As therq is no island near Capreae, it is better to interpret 
(with Casaubon) an island " atX." i.e. tlie island of C.] ® [Heartily.] 

® Or if ye distinguish [punctuate] thus, Morho varianie iameii, etc., 
yet by reason that his disease altered, and himself was better sometime 
than other. 

“ De navi Alexandrina. By navis he meaneth, as I suppose, classis 
by the trope Synecdoche [in which part is put for the whole or vice versa], 
the whole fleet, like as, by the same figure, classis signifieth a ship. 
For one vessel alone arrived not into that haven of Puteoli, fraught 
with merchandise, considering that the same is by other ■writers named 


^ [Victims: Int, hosHa; not to be confused with osse(s), omen(s).] 



OCTAVIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS 

iro/ifi-Tuii eTiSXot, and Commeatus. Yea. and by Uie figure Cola- 
chresis [improper use of a v.-ord]. Martial [xii, y.)] calleth it Niliacus 
calaplus, which properly betokeneth the fleet when it is arrived. Neither 
is it likePy] that in.anners and passengers out of one ship only saluted 
Augustus in this wise. 

Quadrapeno! aureos. Every such piece was worth fifteen shillings 
[really about i6s. 8d.] sterling and better, answerable to our Spur- 
Royals. 

These commodities were thought to be drugs and spices of all 
sorts, webs, or clothes in say', boolts. paper, glasses of sundry fashions, 
tcere* of flax, hirds’, or tow. sindall* or fine linen, twisted yam ,and 
thread of divers colours. Babylonian and Egt-ptian cloth, well-favoured 
bondslaves, .and of good education, etc. 

Kiciiiam Caprets insulnm. Yet some re.ad otherwise, Vicinam 
Capreas i7isulam, the island Capreae near atljoining, as if Augustus 
had abode all this while in the skirt and coast of Campania, or in some 
other of the neighbour islands. But I incline rather to the former 
c.xposition. 

“ The city of case and idleness. 

* This Masgabas seemeth by his name to have been an African, 
whom Augustus had made constable as it were of that place, and 
ruler over a company, that he sent thither to dwell, after he had pur- 
* Neapolitans And for that Augustus had in mirth 

founder, he was so reputed, and liis year’s- 
C fits death solemnised accordingly, 

a/mim ^ that which Cclsus calleth 

ffluv C f egestiona varias, namely, when in 
that nature is n T humours be of divers colours, an argument 
s^etim^ Loai 0 ° ° irregular, and therefore 

“s l^e seemeii /o «P°“nded thi s : that other- 

more ventooTs ^e "’="‘^*"6 hand, and thereupon 

^ MeWea vananic tamcn, etc. 

gymnike because' th? years after tlie Greek manner, and -called 
for their’bctter agility wcll-nrr S" champions 

call for a''plaudHc^he '^hc end of comedies, to 

plaudite allegoriseth th^ end of "’“hiphor. and by this 

» [Later editions o 4e text"^ " galled before MimUTn 
cue text give Tj/tat for vfietf, and 


rpoTifiTpare for KriurAroTr f , ™,i , “ 

[Usually.] 5 [Carried oS.]' ^ forward on our journey.] 

r The iQth of Aumist s ax. 

afternoon. s Aldermen, or senatom^°“^ ^he clock in the 

received religion. s Before him if'j „ ^ thing against the old 

age. / [S»6 vrirri6,,s (Urt™ Sons . ' The Augustan 

name of a street; later edd. omit c °P^' being understood) was the 
rostra ^ distinguished from the Roci^ r meaning the old 

Numerius Atticus, and saith he wxc h^ i th®-]. ® Dio nameth him 

sesterces, to swear that of Autmeh Livia for tivo millions of 

Augustus, which Proculus had sometime 


1 of siik^ors^^;;7Friir~^ 

: ^he finest fibre of flax ] ^ 

[Same as tow.] 

‘ [Rich silk material.] 

[Solemn commemoration ] 
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sworn of Romulus. » Or true portrait. Or shirts, as some 

would expound tunicis. 

® This was a special honour and indulgence granted by a singular 
.privilege, for otherwise it was against the custom and laws of the 
Romans to bring a dead body into a sacred place, or into the city, for 
fear of polluting and profaning it. 

The senators and gentlemen of Rome wore rings of gold, the 
commoners of iron. 

® The chief colleges and societies at this time were counted four, 
that is to say ; The pontiffs, or chief priests, the augurs, the septemvirs 
■or seven wardens called cpulones, for that to them belonged the charge 
of providing the sacred feasts, the sumptuous suppers of the pontiffs, 
named cenae adjiciales'^, as also the stately tables, in the honour of 
Jupiter and other gods, and fourthly, of the qtiindecimviri sacris faci- 
tmdis, fifteen overseerh of the sacrifices. Aftenvards adjoined there 
was to these a fifth, Augitslalititn Sodalium, erected by order from 
Augustus, and others in process of time by his precedent. 

Tliis Rostra was the public pulpit for orations, standing in the 
common market-place, called Forum Romanum, so called for that it 
was beautified with the beak-heads of ships (named in Latin, rostra) 
which, in a memorable fight at sea, the Romans won from their enemies. 
Jfear unto which were certain shops called Veteres Tabemae, and 
absolutely veteres, for distinction of others, known by the name of 
novae, the new shops. Yet some arc of opinion, that in this place our 
author mcaneth Rostra vctcra, the old pulpit, to put a difference between 
it and another named nova, the New. 

0 You must think that the dead body to be burnt in a funeral 
fire was set therein, so as the ashes and bones thereof remained apart 
by themselves from the rest. Otherwise, the ashes of wood, the bones 
likewise of horses and other beasts sometimes burnt therewith, should 
have the honour due unto the said dead corpse. Some are of opinion 
that it was lapped in a linen sheet of the flax called asbeston or Asbes- 
tinon, which would not be consumed with fire. 

f The sumptuous tomb that queen Artemisia built for her husband 
Mausolus, king of Caria, and reckoned one of the seven wonders of the 
world, was called Mausoleum, after his name. Whereupon all such 
costly and stately monuments are so named, and more particularly, that 
of Augustus. Of which you may read more, in Strabo, v, i6, for the 
better explanation of this place. 

101. ^ The third of April. ® [The actual word is primes, i.e. his 
direct heirs.] ® For default of the other if they died [or refused to 
take the inheritance]. * If the second heirs failed. ® Some read 
quadringenties tricies quinquies ; and then it is three millions and a half 
more. . ® Or praetorian band. ’ [Immediately.] ® [Nuncu- 

pative bequest, oral, not written.] * Produxitque quaedam ad vicena 
sesteriia. So Torrentius expoundeth it. Of sesterces. ** Quater- 
decies millies, fourteen hundred millions. Octavius and Julius 

Caesar. ^ His daughter’s daughter. [The Monumentum An- 

cyranum.] Aeneis tabuUs ; other writers say, pillars. [Arrears.] 

» Depositum apud se. Some read, apud se, sex virgines vestales, as if 
six of these Vestal virgins had the custody thereof, or at leastwise 
brought the same forth, being committed to them all, and the seventh. 


* [Should be aditiahs, feasts given by magistrates on entering into 

o£5ce (odtVe).] 
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named Maxima, the prioress as it were and governess of the rest, were 

left behind. , • -ui 

^ This hath a reference unto the As, or pound weight Koman, 
consisting of 12 ounces, which standeth for the ba^ and rule of many 
other things ; and namely here for the entire inheritance that Augustus 
disposed of by his last will and testament. For two third parts of 12 
he gave unto Tiberius * and another third part unto Livia, which made 

up the whole. ^ -j j at, 1. 

c This was against the Voconian law, which expressly provided, that 
no man should endow a woman in more than the fourth part of his goods. 
So that if a man died seized of [possessed of] one hundred thousand 
pounds, his wife might not enjoy the thirds, but only 25,000 pounds and 
no more. Howbeit Augustus had a special indulgence and dispensa- 
tion for this law. 

^ Albeit Tibenus had been long before adopted bis son, and thereby 
may be thought to have assumed the names of his civil father into his 
style . yet this surname only of Augustus would not be communicate 
with him, but left it as hereditary after his decease, as appeareth in 
Tiberius. As for Livia, after Augustus his death she was commonly 
called Julia Augusta ; however some writers retain her old name 
Livia, and others again in Augustus his life name her Julia by the 
figure Prolepsis [anticipation], because she carried that name after he 
was dead. 


® In most copies of Suetonius you find this reading, Legatni populo 
Pomano quadringenttes, inbubus irictes quii:qui€$. In wWch words Idiere 
may be thought a tautology, for that the people of Rome and the 
tribes (which were in number 35) be all one. Therefore some learned 
men have thought good to leave out the latter clause wholly, or at 
leastwise the word tribtibus. Others again would have here two legacies 
to be implied, the one of 40 millions given generally in common to 
the whole body and people of Rome, the other of three millions and one 
half to be distributed among the tribes in particular, or to the poorest 
persons in every tribe according to the discretion of their xHcoruttt 
pjagisiri [overseers of to^v^sh^ps]. And these put a distinction between 
popuJus and pJebs, which plebs is here understood under the name of 
inbubus. But I leave it indifferent, although I am not ignorant that 
sometimes populus and tribits be confounded and put the one for the 
o er, as also that iribus stand for the vulgar and meaner sort of the 
expressly distinct from popuJus, equites and senatores» 
which the poet termeth sine nomine turbam : and T. Livius not unaptly. 

9tntnf/T *■ ^ 


48 



NOTES AND ANNOTATIONS UPON 
TIBERIUS NERO CAESAR 


1 . 1 Or Clausus. . * Locum. Some read lucttm, not in the strict 
signification of a sacred grove, but of a pleasant tuft of trees wherewith 
monuments were beautified, as you may gather by the mausoleum of 
Augustus. ® [From that time forward.] 

It seemeth that in his own native country, where the inhabitants 
beforetime were descended from the Greeks, he had to name Atta 
Clausus ; and being once incorporate among the Romans, changed 
it into Appius Claudius. Now, Atta savoureth of the Greek %vord 
fTTetp, which is, in going, not to set the sole of the foot firmly upon 
the ground, but rather lightly to tread, as it were, on tiptoe. Hereupon, 
as Festus noteth, they that have that imperfection in their feet, whereby 
they can go no better, be called Aitae : which was the occasion that 
one of the said house took that name first, and so his posterity after 
him. Like as among the Romans, of another accident arose the name 
Agrippa first, for that one was bom into the world with his feet forward. 
And these additions, whether they were forenames or surnames in the 
beginning, it skilleth not : for surnames in continuance of time came 
to be forenames, and contrariwise. 

h If you have recourse unto the original, Nero is as much as TStipav, 
or Neypii 5 );f, Nenatus or Nervosus : that is to say, well-compact of 
nerves and sinews : and such are strong. 

2 . ^ One of the ten decemvirs. * [Hold in thrall, enslave.] 

* The fair. * Or Ilycia. ® Pliny, Nat. Hist, vii, 35 [Ovid, Fasti, 
iVi 305]. ® Cybele. ’ Or bar(r)s [sandbanks, shallows]. ® For 

unto this time that sex had not been indicted and attaint of treason 
(Valerius Maximus, viii, i). ® C. Fonteius. [Dress. The word, 

of course, survives in widows’ weeds.] ^ Claudia. _ Of so 
reverent regard were these nuns, that no magistrate might either 
attach [indict, charge] or cross them. 

® Seneca reporteth in his book De Brevitatc Vitae, xii. That this 
Claudius persuaded the Romans first to go to sea, and embark ; where- 
upon he was styled Caudex, which in our Latin is as much to say, as 
the framing, and joining together of many plants or ribs of timber, 
which is the very periphrasis of a bark. 

^ One of his predecessors, who had a jurisdiction there, gave it 
that name, as having built likewise a forum or hall of justice there, 
whereupon the inhabitants of it and the territory thereabout, owing 
service to that court, as clients and dependants to that family, afforded 
this Claudius a meet place for him of innovation and usurping unlaw- 
ful dominion. . . 1. • 

° Observing signs from birds, by their feeding, flying, or otheivTse, 
that might give him warrant to go forward ivith the favour of the 
gods in his enterprise. 

Adoptions by order of law should follow the course of nature, 
whereby the son cannot be older than the father. The cause why 
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he -oupht thus to h- nijojiteii a tnmir.oner. vr.-: thnt 

h'- nURlil b" chfi'eii tnhur.e of th- cntt.tri'iris 

<• Ihe iiriu'.l imnner in Hon-n ihst Uio-- who wrr 

arr.-.ic'l for cnmi.-ui! c.iu't tbinr,? .-.ll the thr- nl tf.cir Uoub'e and 
trial. *ihouid clnupe their apparel, and fnrtead of pown'i v.hitb wern 
fair and whue. put on otler-- •uliiei! an-! font, thereby to rnovi; inercy 
and coinpa^'ion of the p-opte V.herrijivri ‘iirh rn Mere tatllr;! 
jor.j’iiiiiri 

t Tho'" tribune, of th- ron'.tt.rr" as may npi'ear in T. TJviii*, 
v.ere lacrasanr.'t, intiolabV. and *nch ii' rm vi.ilent Joanifr mip.fit fio faid 
upon. 


3. * Or nioth-r'r praniltall."' o-oKf/ii’ ci.e). * Or i.athei, rini‘u-. 
* Or nephciv, ii! erpe; [Kr.allv th- r tn of a prrat (’.ranilchihl t * (Pit- 
pule, clnr-croion ’• 

II So called of siil-.ujr, th" i.ilt pits or rnU-hon-e:- iKitip 

censor, he ret an import apon • alt nn 1 ti'.etcbv niipri'.t rttt <1 th.i‘ irvcnue-j 
of the State, little to the benefit or co-ii-nlrr.'-nt of the ji-iop.le. 


9 1 [Juhui Oie.-.'ir. tiuO dictator * ’Ihi-- is tit it cron-tfi.i. which 
Cicero per.uadril unto * To wit his nx lictprs or vrrr.ert. with 
their knitches of rods and ax*-, ■tnhinc therein (iMex.ander nl? Alex- 
nndro) * Stnss ad ic.-ofi? ie-r-an*- th.e cap or bonnet was 

the badqc of freedom 

I hor the manner w.r th.it (pivrrr.or-. 'if provinces, who (a* they 
were) so ivoiild be (.ount<d ab-i rno:*- ».*j’irteoiii. tb.sil others, f.hould 
unrequested allow iotnc of th-'t lirtor- onto all Komatt eenatora that 
repaired unto them tor to <!o them honour ; -te Cicrtu, hp, ai Corwi/i- 
fiiim [ad I'am xii, yoj 


5 * Or his prandam bj the inother'.s r.ide. * PrUcilalis, or 
i^rcmidifj/is, fruitfulness » The * ixf-cnth of Not crnlK'r, 

his nativity there, vhtch, as Ihrv nave out, was Iwrne 
le good urbis rl orbis, <ef Horne and the whole, world iK'sidcs, for yo 
by way of flattery they mapnified their princes 

cTuf f apace to maturity (later reading. Pabana- 

can -Or discovered. ’ [/if. Crying like a 

chaLt], °5 >c'(^T"-^o ^ ^ spire-pole [pole or shaft of a 

dangem""^ hicfuosom. sorrowful, m regard of many hurls and 

or afFrnnr"^^ chariot is drawn by a team of four steeds all in one rank 
needs be 'that"i> tlwra portrayed upon divers coins, it must 

rmrmnoL renn n! , "f •''S H were to the 

other bvo then ■ ""'1 The 

/.omfcrLcfse iw ‘»'is Plnce by our author 

or Cham in lieu thereof' And'"^ ‘"‘'‘'1® 

dr«i\v two hv *v.'n in these guadn^ar or four steeds 

next unto the chariot “T "•liich be 

beyond the spire fimo/rs'^nf 

upon the other. '* ’ which Tiberius rode upon one and hlarccllus 


7. • At 
* Augustus, 
her father, 
his head. 


Whnm T'^’ t 9*^ ® 

* fStrainou ‘^5'*"* 5^llcth Vipsania after the surname 

B yvho riieri ’ * Ready as it were to run out 

Who died when he was consul. 
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8- ^ Whilst he was quaestor, and but nineteen years old. * [Re- 
moving objectionable occupante.] ® Brgashtlorum. Such as bride- 
well and houses of correction. * [Take shelter.] 

9. ^ Colonel of a thousand footmen. ® PriwMS ; some read prius, 
that is, ante ovalionem, before he had ridden ovant or triumphed. 

• 10. ^ In administration of the commonweal. * [This is obscure. 
The original is : " when Marcellus was raised to, brought into office 
{admoio}.” ” Them " and " their *’ should be him and his, unless it 
can be referred to A.'s children.] ® To darken their light [stand in 
the way]. 

“ According to the vulgar speech, Nhnia familiaritas parit con- 
iemptum. 

11. ^ [Rather, suburban villa, estate.] ® Or public place of 
exercise. ® He was then tribune of the commons and consul the 
second time. * Aegroe : some read agyos, as if he minded to walk 
the fields. ® Rhetoricians \antisop}tisiac, counter-sophists, those 
who take the opposite side of a question]. 

12. ^ [Ceremonial visits.] ® As praetor, propraetor, proconsul, 
etc. ® The son of his wife Julia by Agrippa. *■ [The day when 
their leave expired.] ® Or of his friends. ® [Messages.] ^ [Ceased.] 

13. ^ The gown. ® Pantofles or cork-shoes after the Greek 
fashion. ^ ["Phe inhabitants of Nemausum (Nismes).] * Gains, 
his nephew or daughter’s son. ^ His mother’s husband. 

14. ^ [Stealthily.] ® The diadem. ® Under Julius Caesar or 
Augustus. * Subiiis ignibus or Subductis ig7iibus. When the fire 
was taken from them. ® Or cockalls, talcs. ° Venus or Cous, which 
is the best chance. ^ Which brought the messenger of his return. 

® These dice were called tali, because at first tiiey used with such 
cockall bones named tali to play ; but afterrvards they were made of 
ivory, gold, etc. Among many sorts of sorceries and divinations, one 
there was by these bones or dice, and the wizards that professed their 
cunning in it were termed 'Atn-payaXo/tciiTf is. 

For the greater light to this place and better proof of Thrasyllus’ 
skill, Dio reporteth that, when Tiberius intended verily to throw 
him down headlong, he perceived him by his countenance to be much 
troubled and disquieted in mind, whereupon he demanded the cause 
thereof ; and then Thrasyllus answered, that by speculation of the 
stars he foresaw some present danger to himself, and so Tiberius durst 
not proceed to execute this intent of his. 

15. ^ There to commence and show the first proof of pleading at 
bar. « Which was in the street Carina [Carinae was a district of 
Rome, between the Coelian and Esquiline hills]. ® Or Exquilia, 
another street in Rome. * Of two years rather : by Velleius and 
Dio, and as himself hath written in Augustus. ® One that was sui 
juris. « Falling unto him by the testaments of his friends. ’ A 
stock given and granted unto one by him under whose tuition he is, be 
he father or master. 

16. ^ Germany. ® Out of Germany. 

17. ^ Au^stus. 

® Septa was a place in Mars’ field railed about at first like a sheep- 
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pen, whereupon it wns cniltJ O-.ttin. But .ifUTemrds mounded with 
marble stone, bc.autified ah'i v.uth -.tatrly (tallerie-; and walks, within 
winch cloister and prccinrt the people oflentiroe': nssernWed about 
election ol maijistratc? .and oth.er pubbe afi.sirs ; yea, and with w.ares 
which were there cet out to lic told, as Alraander nb Aleaandro wit- 
ncs'cth. 


18. * Drpc-r.ercr.lur : or d;p:r{.trfnl:ir, tr.in-.ported and carried over. 

19. '{Commands.] * {H.nl .a narrow ttc.apc: Tr. Vichapier 
Ltllf.] ' A lihutiyo 

“ Some read 13ru;tei}, i)l which n.anc there i‘. .a n.ation. as well as 
of the R{h)ntcni in Caul, Othcis, /.’ii.Vra, as if lie nv’.ant one of those 
horsemen or ridcr.s in Ornianv. which .at this day Ixi called Rutters 
[Reiter], 


20. ' Aufpistiis Cac'ar. * (In a tight place, an tinhavourablc 
position.] ' [For 3000 re.rd rtio ' 

21. ' [Immediately.] = [ConMileratiori.] » 'Kmo! rai ;r«'eeit 
or TOO eon, thy fnends (the p.a^s,rf;c is comipt]. * 5 « tu nar. 
va,gbtt : or, si hi fnodo vj.Vtu. you continue well. 

‘ By this enigmatic spi-ech. Augustus comparcth the state of the 
^pic of Rome unto the roi-'t.ible curse of one, whom some .savage 
8 '’"en betwc.-n his teeth, not devottring and 
and cheweth him a long 
nature wuK Tiberius. dreaming 

uJ *" =“’°rt>ng bim. be used these very words. 

e 'he commonwcalfh'.s sake. 

Fabius Mmrimu^**''^ Ennius in the commend.ilion of Quintus 

C/inij Pomo r.cbts cunctando resMuil rfm. 

One m.an rdonc by s-age dclav 
Restor'd our state fall’n to dcc.iy. 

Angustus°]*° rufriniiue (by watching) is the reading as altered by 
to 

favOTmbl^°opinion.]*°""’‘’’™"‘' UOdium, unpopubarity.] * [Un- 

’ Th.it is to E.i'v in S Panned. » For the death of Augustus. 

‘ The tabunes ^''-^-third parts. ® 

whensoever thev wnnlH '' ‘■°""’'ons had power to call a senate, but not 
r they would, without a special decree granted by the nobles. 

24. ' [Did not scruple.] 

witted.] ^ his colleague in the government.] ’ [Out- 

avere called praeforiam^'taldnr't'f ' "■'hich were of the prince’s guard 
the lord general’s pavilion Tn^thrc^m"’' 
elsewhere ; as also^ the lord de„„Sis’^i 
province. Now those soldicm^thar,r^ 

this place about the prince or attendance and served in 

6 'emor, ■vvcrc entertained in better 
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condition than the rest, because their wages were greater and the time 
of their service shorter. For Augustus had set down their term twelve 
years, whereas the rest, before they could be discharged, were to serve 
sixteen. 

'> It may be thought that Germaniciam, as well by the grammatical 
analogy of the letter, as also by some circumstance of this very place, 
import a reference unto Germanicus the son of Drusus deceased, like 
as ViielUani, Flaviani, etc. But the learned observe that, as an army 
lying encamped or in garrison in Germany, is properly in I^atin called 
Germanicus, so the soldiers of the said army be fitly named Germani- 
ciani, 

26. ^ Paulo minus quam privatum egii ; or, little better than the port, 
etc. • Or November rather, for in it he was bom, of his own name. 
* Or September, of his mother's. * From the kalends or first day of 
January to the 15th of May. 

These solemnities were exhibited about the middle of November, 
whereas the other, named Romani, were held in the beginning of 
September. 

It is to be noted that the name of imperator in Roman history 
is taken three ways ; first, for him who, by commission or warrant 
from the State, hath the conducting of an army, and in this sense 
it hath relation to soldiers, and is all one with lord-general of the 
field, or a commander, etc., and the same that praetor was in old time. 
Secondly, for a victor or conqueror, namely, when such a general or 
chieftain hath by martial prowess achieved many valiant exploits, 
and put to sword such a number of enemies, as the law setteth down ; 
for then the soldiers were wont to salute him by the name of imperator, 
conqueror. Lastly, for a sovereign prince, king, and monarch. In the 
first acceptation, it is a mere relative, in the second a surname, in the 
third and last, the forename of all the Roman emperors, to wit, from 
Julius Caesar forward. Who, although they wore not the crown and 
diadem, were nevertheless absolute princes, sovereigns, kings and 
monarchs. The want of this distinction may breed some* trouble in 
the readers of Roman history. 

® Made of oak branches, or in default thereof, of some other tree 
bearing mast ; which garland, by the first institution, was given to that 
soldier who in battle had rescued a citizen of Rome and saved his 
life. And afterwards it, together with the laurel, beautified the gates 
of the Caesars' palaces, although some of them were bloody tyrants, 
and made no spare of their citizens’ and subjects’ lives. 

27. ^ One who had been consul : Tacitus saith [Ann. i, 13] it was 
Quintus Haterius. ® Whereby the said Q. Haterius had like to have 
been killed by the guard. ® Or Lord. * [He professed to regard 
it as an insult.] 

28. VOS, or, ad nos, unto us. ® Such as might beseem one 
citizen to speak of another, and not a prince of his subjects [percivilis, 
very courteous, afiable]. ® [In turn.] 

29. ^ The senators, ® [Politeness, urbanity.] 

80. ^ Or wing. s Whereas by course he should have had his trial 
before the lord-general, or prince himself. ® [Retire.] 

* The manner was, if prince or senator were carried in his litter, 
usually supported by eight bondservants, and thereupon called Octo- 
phoron, to have a company of citizens in their gowns going before, 
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and nccntnjiatuinf: Iniu In In- -nl' 
liii curnl" c!n>!r of ivt'r\ i.'-li'.'Si! 


r' ..!'n rrtljin 'cn-itnr-s i'» f-irry 


01. * JCiivc tlifir .iV<-ntion t.* j 
and Trtbi.a were tnv.!;- in I'lnViia’ 
person's Side of ll ' hon"- | 

01ns free fmb.o.'.-i" en’i'-d /i! 'r.i /rf.r.'i 


' fjr Ttflii.in*. (lentil 0;rieti!jn 
* rCi-irif; tnrr to a party or 


•a,-.' t>r.',:i!r<i tn,ir.y tiiri« 


to such as {v.fre] dcMion'i nt!.- r v< trave! nri't fiirntf,:) ot/nnlrif. 
or to dec, for avoiding of dnr.,'.r:c":r tronld'-i at }. mi"- ; tiieretiy to f)« 
better emertairnd sbro.! an! ’*it!i t!.^ r-' ;o tid'nir. to ton- 

cca! the occa-ion of tfeir .!.-p-.rtnti .n.d sl'‘'-ni'e, at if tti*y were ■•er-t 
from the State nl>iut tli- atiait . <>:.!>• <1 ci'intnnt'.nr.il. 


t', rtc * Or trad n Irctnrr. 
‘ {p!j’Ui}ftt, to strij'. flav ; is 


32. * As coll irs, chain- cha» 

’ Once a v,rcV. or CM-rj nt’i dns 
this a miiipnnt 

* It Mas not ordinary -.i-ith tfi' < i-ij-'-rors to acmiripany ifir cer|ifci 
unto the funeral fire, but onii to s.iu'h- ife tlieir prr-enci* at t!ie ionrra! 
oration in the K^jrairn or coinr.H-i, phaeo Tfin tSi'-ri fore rriay 1^ attri- 
buted unto libenur. hn civil li'iinatiilv 

** It appearclh bv f)io, tlnit th--, Ind cnnitlfd tci Mil-'ciif''.' the 
claute which went in this form, f'o'u /jrr»*-us profr, /nZ-rtirfer. I'Ve 
make our vovrs (and pra> ) fur tJ.'c. O !;ir.[» ror. 

33 ' [Kci'cript.s, edicts stat-itory <nact!nciit.s. The rr'oliificins of 
the senate at this tune were nietrlv forma! ratilic-nlions of Die rrnperor's 
" 111 , so that for any ordiname-, of Ins that puavrd, or W'ctr likely to b^, 
unjaopular he could tlirow- the rr-pon«i!.il)ty ujvon that body,] 

“ C-auscs were lieard indici.ill-,- and justice n-.iiii'dernl.'rither from 
a supenor place .as the ttibanal, or be-ieatb upon Die evert and tdain 
ground i/< f /ana as the lawyers - peak, ro Di.at th-re wetc a chair 
tor the judge to s,t upon And the soid phu e of jnslice wliere- 
Viic V- {'rotrihiimH, or ifr p/aiia pasKa rc.Vj. is projierlv called 

rnm/o! S'goniiis hath obvrved. i, s, <’• /iiifinu whcrtujwn 

Sns therefore, that 

his tilsr/- the Cowifiiini or hall of justice, .arid take 

or ef e sif n I ^ "n'lnn the tribima! (for it svap a rpacions tixjm) 

expressed hereby” he term d^J./ana'' " 

the?e^slio?id brunet ""r^^luurt^aw']''^ ’ ’ ^’^oposed that 

rcncrnnv*”-d^*'*^-fonn' K'^K'-rbread. custards, s-jpared biscuit, and 
wSt^rithCec o" P"^“V-concc.ls [p.istrtes ol fanciful dc.sipn}, 
thethinps b^llana called dutfiarius, and 

i..cL r. 

» [RcLased"‘jdm "f rom his oath"l" rp '‘r'l V’f’r 
adulleriis o As w„ii c flsvade.] * Juliae, etc., df 

the Sharpe rC lol “s gentlemen. « Insword-ficht at 

choice so sliehlK- fwlttio. ).°»i ’ " its notable , ns avell in making 

™Ss ta1fj“L' o, ““"S >»' ■>" •» S"“l'' 
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® Diverse statutes there ■were, sharply punishing the adultery of 
matrons or married wives. An act likewise passed in the senate, 
that no person of knight’s degree or above should play upon the stage, 
perform sword-fight, or combat wth wild beasts for hire ; providing 
all to preserve the honour of wedlock entire, and to maintain the 
reputation of knighthood and nobility. Those shameless dames 
therefore, of whom Suetonius writeth in this place, either because 
they would be thought unworthy to be reckoned within the censure 
of law, or, as Tacitus rvritetli, deemed to have abidden [endured] punish- 
ment enough in making profession of so base a trade and life ; these 
lewd persons likewise, and unreclaimablc unthrifts [wastrels] suffering 
themselves thus to appear noted with infamy, and that upon record, 
made accompt [reckoned], both the one and the other, not to be obnox- 
ious or liable unto the statutes and acts aforesaid. 

The manner was at Rome, for tenants to remove and flit out 
of one house into another, upon the first day of July, like as with us 
at the feasts of Saint Michael and the Annunciation of the Virgin 
Mary, which are the ordinary rent-days. 

■ 36 . Roman citizens. 

* Josephus Antiquities of the Jews, xviii, 3, 4, 5, writeth that 
Tiberius sent 4000 of them into Sardinia, an island in summer-time 
especially very intemperate and unwholesome, as may appear by 
that pretty epigram of Martial [iv, 60, 5], wherein he opposeth the 
healthy city Tibur to the pestilent isle Sardinia : 

NuUo fata loco possis excluders, cum mors 

Venerii, in medio -Tibure Sardinia est. 

No place exempt from fatal death ; for when our time is come. 

Mid Tibur will Sardinia be found of all and some. 

37 . ^ Near unto the walls thereof, as Pliny writeth, Nat. Hist. 

iv, 5. ® [Rather, quarters or barracks.] ® [" But " seems super- 
fluous.] * [=at the sharpe : see C. 10.] ® A petty king about the 

Alps. ® Senators, or aldermen. '' [Town of Mysia, on an island 
or peninsula in the Euxine or Black Sea.] ® [Or Rhascuporis.] 

38 . ^[Cicero, xiii, 12, 3. The Greek proverb is KaXXunrlS)?? 

rp 4 xn, used M tup ttoWA. /teXmirrwv voirjaai, 6 \lya Si Spiirrup. It 
is probable that this Callippides was an unsuccessful runner, not 
to be identified, as he is by H., wth C. the tragedian.] 

®' This Callippides, who gave occasion of this byword, was a famous 
stage-player, or one of these mimi, counterfeiting other men's gestures, 
^ls Beroaldus supposeth. See Plutarch [Alcib. 32, Apophthegmata 
Daconica, 57]. 

39. ^ Adopted. * His own son. 

40 . * Strangers that conflowed [C. 39, «.] thither to see the shows. 
* [Kept at a distance, refused to see.] 

41 . ^ [To such an extent that.] 

42 . ^ [On every occasion.] ® Or Cestius Gallus. ® [Spend- 
thrift.] ^ For the devising of new pleasures. 

“ Biberius, from bibendo, of drinking ; Caldius, from calda, or 
calida, hot ; Mero, of merum, strong wine. An elegant agnomination 

^ [It seems the reference should be-Tadtus, Annals, ii, 85.] 
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(i! a!t nr.n'tt7',cn cr » jmsmc}, •rtSi'-fdjy H *h<Jn n. thit h" Javcd 
to (UiuV: \m:'- liCt, is siyl’A dfSivatr, itnd KfKtU dd-* tt tnoTP tr.wily. 

fc thr Uati.tn rtoplv'itn contair,"tU sixlani, every r^y.larhi '5 30 
n:;r.(i- t-.t-niwaU'-, v.tikJi i». tvine pint ftnd ha 5 f v! cut mearnte with 
tiir* !)^!trr {i t .'ind n-.nti-;. By whifh ri^hnninj:; ht (Irani: nt one meal a 
rundht’ o! ten wire y.di'V.is wtU-hrar. 

r A t in! tint iWirtii upen rr.'.iv-* ar.<3 tf;' t-fjjeojaJh'. witortupon 
It ttrf'l: t!ie nar';<'. In aulinrtn or the Utter end o! twmmcr it i< lo 
ra!!"! . at ot!.-r tjtnr*. M aXrusfUta, of the blitic 

CAp ((.rc't', or Imt ld,e frati-rrv that tt tartie’lt tifon the head. 

t t>l lUi'i for the dainty ft-h of it M.artiat made tJiU epinratn : 
Sr.l.-r a,-.-' iiroUi. Ji i^uit nf jujtce (fttfS, 

Irlrt ijii.t./rK/rdri. f.Vrtit f'xnj Irfvu 

Ui fratheted towl-.. if ! may jildr.r, the liKtf-.hird i*. the 
Ar.il. nr; Iciir-fo'jtrd le-aste tl.e Jure <iiitpa'-eth all the te'-t. 

" J'vt "or.-: who I..'.'! Utii fiv-vt'" jead T. Car-.or.iiJ'i Pri'eiiS.) 

4S • Alluding partly to th* i-lr C.ipteae, and in part either to caf'rJ 
III laitin, a f;o.rt, or to tar, -it in GieeV:. a wild Iwar, and tint metril’er, 

(liio 1 m (iinuj. 


45 ' JWoniert of hiyli t^^nk ) * {Conimcm iiiformerx, j • {SliRtna, 

brand of mf.tmy ‘ Or '.haiv., an th' kind >'< o! tuch IxavU to do. 

40 ’In ri'.Aney. » Or tanlt. • twnne rc.vd that U, 

l>reej;i. hy v, ay of cortrrr.pt. 

47. ‘ At Ko.mf ’ [r.'.peri.tlly } * Hr had m.tnirJ a youofi 

wife, upon hoi>e of m.'intenancr by virtue of tlie lUpia-I’oppahan and 
Julian laws. ' ‘ 


48 ‘ (Puhliclv opered ] > Or p.\lrin-,-iriv. ’ That thereby 

their money mifd.t (.ome .ahro.ad. ‘ Tlmt is.' del,., p.,;,!. i pbr 
then It av.at th.at 20.1.00 wire Idled aj J.-;ilc!i.',r by the f.Ol of .t thc.ttre. 

J Ii^l:cat3. (UattT edds h.'ive iluf heats. 1 r. .after double the aiuoMUt 
had Inert p.wd.} ’ Or fm.trd * As of their feneral. • With 
a low^ncc of lar.de, lee,, cr yearly pennon, for their ..ervicc. Jn 

number twelve (Plmy. Xai. Ih;l 11 , fc'^ ; Huv-biin, Cktstttca. 13 ). 

49 . ’ Her huslK’-nd. a And therefon' 

• More than by law they mipht 

titZ Qootrr milHes aester- 

Jubua^Sedr‘'dl»'V’"' I’i' revived by 

rrehlon to ,w io sninhi. Tlin may h.avu 

men anrusurem ^ r‘ »’<f°re, that monied 

Ld bouscT ctc 5u lauds 


hojicti tn lx; hi.< heir. 


60 . ’ Molher of her Country. 

bucket [tmadmTn]'°”some 7 c.ar^^^^^ ’ : or wheel .and 

or else lauh„. a dungeon m tiie common pri 4 "'’"'"'”’ ' ’ 


* [A vessel of varying capacity.J 
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GO. ' Bi'iHt; scaly and having a couple of barbcU [small beard]. 
’ [l.iicky. fortunate ] ‘ Or [pleasure-] garden. * [The front line 

of an army ] ' Witli cudgels, which punLshment avas called futtua- 

niim [.-fne. oO. nolo]. 

61 * The sovereign caphain and general of the Greeks at Troy. 
’ Crcmutiu.s Cordus ; read Seneca. Conrela/io ad Marciam, ji. 
* ^Vho slew Juiius Cae'-ar and were accounted tyrsnnoctoni . * Or 

Calvilius ^ Who had l>ecn sometime consul, and tlierefore to be 
credited • Ir.tcr rof-teas [low. foul-mouthed jc.stfcrs}. 

• At which time"., troth .among the Greeks .and Romaii-S also, the 
manner v.a-s to forbe.ar execution, yea, and to ease prisoners of their 
irons 

^ As if under his [Tcr^on he had offered abuse unto tlie emperor 
Tiberius 

e {.jc v.'ould say. The courage and generosity [noble character] of the 
Romans died with them, seeing tliat none aro'c to recover their liberty 
oppressed and trod under foot by thi-s tyrant Tiberius. 

Rather, two hundred and twenty For Tacitus [Ar.n. s'), ig, 7 ] 
rcporlcth that al! the suspected complices of Sejanus were killed, Jacuit 
Itrttr.er.sa sirages. omius Sfxits, emnis octal, etc. 

' The like hjiiocriiic.al religion was pr.acti'.ed during the bloody 
proscription in tlic triumvirate. A voung gentleman ' nobly bom, 
because he might not be killed lawfully, ptartfxfalus. under age, and 
wearing still his erabrcidcrcd gannent praiieHa, he comm.indcd to 
pul on his Virile gown, nnd 50 he murOcred. 

nr,.*lL ' f'-criwanictis and Agrippina, and wife to the said 

drTl.^c.t ’[Had taken .as much 

drink .as they could carry ] « The astrologer [j^]. 

chances. > In manner of a lottery. 

presidents that'h.afbeen conmfs!""" 

Livfua Gcrmanicus' wife and widow, or 

sh^uM -- -- * Because they 

niam%ew°Jhonc"onUs"ntces" matched in 

senate. * In Romfv nV,n„t c«' wnltcn unto the 

there. ' Or farm h'nnsi- highly honoured 

house], ‘‘■‘^-J'ovise, in the isle of Capreae [rather, country- 

Ean^®; disSarioS' * [B^^trava- 

suef curl^uVarS“ t “‘”>l°Cy and 

sworn to.] to allow his acts to be 

Rathe? ” WhfrheliTd ‘^come h^oS.”? ^ 

63. * The Claudii. ^ For <irtrv» « 

^ick of sight. 3 Manner of ^ ^ 

tesom [obshpus : the Ic.xica render "bint .. 5 dow'nward into his 
ducttis, strained, drawn tight 1 l^ack "]. ‘ {Ad- 

•The full stature of men in . 

5 ^ ''■anting two inches ; 


•Of 

*Or 
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by land ® Venas for arterias, by the trope Calachresis [a forced use 
of words], for they only beat. * Who waited upon him, or upon 
whom he leaned. ’ Valere dicenies, or. as they saluted him, after the 
Greek phrase, e® xpim. Gaudere et bene rem gerere, 

All hail and fair cheer you. 

^ A place near the river Tiber, so called of a naval fight exhibited 
sometime there, by Julius Caesar dictator, within a spacious pit receiving 
water for that purpose. 

In the port highways from Rome, the manner of the Romans 
was, at every mile's end. to pitch down a great stone, and according 
thereto were the miles reckoned, like as with us in some places there 
stand crosses of wood or stone to that end. 

® A creeping dragon. Which implieth that there be others winged, 
or at leastwise supposed to fiy', in the common opinion of men ; for 
the attribute Serpens signifieth creeping. Now, because all of them use 
most so to do, the general name of dragons goeth under serpents. 
Jmd as for the word dragon, it is given to the whole kind for their quick 
^*Sut, coming of dracOt in Latin, and Spdrtov in Greek, diro toD opoKetr. 
of seeing. 

‘i Rendiva pejor radice, say the physicians. The relapse unto a 
former disease is more dangerous than it was before. 


r3 [Released from confinement.] i With full intent, as it 
should seem, to be revenged of the senate. » Or manor-house, 
e who either built it, or there dwelt. ' i6th of March. 

reS this clause, and 

« 1 ^ ' Or cushion, 

fam 5^”® e^ound this of the slinking asvay of his 

familiars and those that were about him. fo Upon which he wore the 

‘ It took the name of L. Lucullus, the lord thereof. 

<4. t Unto seamen and passengers by night. 

’®A Tiberius, 

infamous^ Se'SS utof 

name of those lascivious grew the 

say. suiting well to comedies, Atellanae, a place, I 

Ibir^ cirwhic^s'^o^n^tL^eTe had 

conrn^mCmSindnoftoU^b^rnT^^^^ in haste by the 

^^^lere malefactors ordinarily were burnt. 

-6. > He mcaneth, I suppose, a counterpair indented. 



NOTES AND ANNOTATIONS UPON 
GAIUS CAESAR CALIGULA 


1 . ^ Daughter of Antonius the triumvir (Mark Antony) by Octavia, 
sister of Augustus. ® .^Ijuianae [more commonly n««a/cs]. “Seven 
[five] years after. * [Rather, his firmness and loyalty to Tiberius.] 
® [Checked, resisted.] ® From the said army wherewith he was 
acquainted. ’ [Translating dcjecissel ; others read dcvtcissct, had 
subdued.] ® [Tacitus, Ann. ii, 69, 73 ; Pliny, Nat. Hist, xi, 71.} 

•' Called by some annates or annariae ; of others, comitiates. By 
which provided it W'as, in what years of a man’s age he was capable 
of quacstorship, practorship, consulship, or any other like office of state ; 
as also it was limited, within what time between one might eft-soons 
bear the same office again. Item, what the term of every magis- 
tracy should be, etc. And albeit the ancient Romans had no such 
laws, but {as Cornelius Scipio' at his petition of acdileship made answer, 
when exception was taken against him for his young age) whomsoever 
the Quirites would charge to be a magistrate, ho had years enough on 
his back, yet aftenvards sundry statutes were enacted in that behalf ; 
although by virtue of special privileges the same were not duly observed. 
By the chronology it appeareth that he was but nineteen [? twenty-one] 
years old when ho became quaestor [he was born May 24, 15 n.c., and 
was quaestor a.d. 7 , consul a.d. 12 . Originally the legal age for the 
quacstorship was 27-30, but in imperial times it was reduced to 24 or 
25], like as Tiberius before him. 

•> Which Tiberius, envying his greatness, wrought, thereby to ex- 
pose him unto greater dangers. 

2 . * Tiberius himself, or Gcrmanicus his adopted son. “ [With- 
out restraint.] 

3. ^ Greek and Latin. * The good will and affection of men, 
counted among the gifts of fortune. “ For they used then no stirrups 
and therefore the blood and humours would descend to the legs. 

* Triumphalcs ; some read tAumphalis, as if he gave not over pleading 
when he had triumphed, or received triumphal ornaments. [The latter 
is preferable.] * [His Latin translation of the astronomical poem by 
Aratus of Soli is still extant.] ® [Tac. Ann. i, 62, says he himself 
laid the first sod.] ’’ [Magic spells, incantations ; see Tac. Ann. 
ii, 69.] 

Well might this unseasonable exercise puff up and fill his skin 
with crudities and foggy “ humours, but hurtful unto his health it was 
and brought upon him diseases, and namely that called Cardiacus, of 


“ [Cornelius Scipio Africanus the Younger. He was a candidate 
for the aedilcship in 147, but the people desired his election to the 
consulship, which he secured although he was only thirty-seven years 
of age, the legal age being forty-three.] 

“ [Puffy, bloated.] 
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ch’Ui 'OTC? f-’.-. b'- iJitil Let thorn look to it therefore, who, becaii‘e 
\ v oeW W fat, rot only i.all to bodily exercise out of time, even 
eV Ti full ttoni.-iLh^, but aLo every raoniing cat in their beds nnd 
•rWy up.,n It. NC.I. and ordinarily take a nap at noon, so soon as their 
rr.'. .-.1 !« out of tV.eir mouths 

t llv ihi- attribute, cu d. in our author, yc must understand courtesy. 
af'.alnUtv. and a pait not exceeding that of private citirens, cvilhout 
t.'.kinc; aru .‘■t.ttc. 

5 * Or, the images of the pods within the temples, * Touching 
them .a!! and f very enc private!) ’ At Ivome, a stay of all courts and 
plea', in token of a public sorrov. [jits/i/iiiie, lit. a .standing still [store) of 
law, trpre'ented by -steed or -stead), 

* ,\s i( the god"^. uho-ie images were shrined within, were not to be 
honoured .any longer lus gods, suffering so good a man as Gcrmanicus 
wav to die Tor as, in toVitn ol honour, the people used to adorn 
ih" statue' and images of famous persons with flowers and green leaves, 
s-'>. v.ham tlwy did viUfwe.d and despue. they were wont to cast stones 
at th'.ir image-' .and «t.Uiics 

^ The tutilary gods of the house, which ordinarily stood within ,a 
cl'-'S-'t, taUrJ th'-reupon l.aranuni. 

e for to what end shoiih! they rear children any more ? since 
Gfrw.nicav. prov n to 'o good proof, sped no better, but was taken 
.away In untimely death 

In fh;s pl.'.ce the circumstance rhoweth, that the king of the 
rattl.nns f. mr.ant. Iiowcver the Persian king and such mighty mon- 
archy h-avim; under their dominion other petty kings as tributaries or 
h',m.afrr'.. !> !o c.all'-d, like as Agamemnon .ah-o m Horner. 

c Which .at Home Iseiokened .a general mourning, occasioned upon 
‘o;r,e exiraotdir.ary c.al.-imity. or fe.ar o! public danger, even as ssith us 
the ihuumc m of fh.op-wmdows, etc. 

C ’ il.n f'orrowful mood.j : Torches, tapers, etc. ’ Which 
th-y h-d made (-to i.rlute Girn-ar.iet, for the health and welfare of Cer- 
c-as i''u‘ , 

.\b-.ui the middle of this month b-gan the feast 5ofi<r)!o/ia, 
'Vl t'^t' ^ '^beer, with rcscis, dances, g.aming. and nil kind 


8 


tHistr.ri.an .and pact.) ’ [mod. 

Tlic meeting of 


o I* i. . i 

; /’f Am.bitivum Tor Amlul.iTOum). ..k 

rw.^ n-.rr- .Cohbue) «[Krfutrs} ’[The us. „f nephew .and 
n:- gTxn-t'o:'. gra.ad laughter was common in the 17th cen- 
f tv ; * arr.ir.fem.>T.f.) * .'-lav i-ii. 

* Or. h','- 


^ 5 H< Tb.'.d Ih'l, 
» Vit t’rr.r -n r.' 


10 ^ ; 1 J ^ 
wr <:rx U TIC- \ in 



jt 2 c!;*; tiucr rr Urax ^c.^n nl'l. 

dierr a crtl-am -tiidded nanwd Caltjta. 


' 

'-tsr- ; r;« 

MTn 

-I'uus ;i. 

''ph*.> -rra [d; 

t-.m 




* {Tl.'- day when degrees 
■<d cl the day sshe.n the 
rks. .artifieec ) « n.al. 

Crrpus. a vcll-known 
'Clt'iS, .-fun, v.a 20 ;. 

by rea-on of Tile-tiiis 
wen- 5'»rft'rmed at f”ity- 


S I - • C- -r m ' t st s f ,r a w at-r 
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“In this habit and manner o£ attire counterfeiting a woman, 
thereby to decline [avert] suspicion when he entered into other men’s 
houses for to dishonour them and abuse their wives, whom our author 
termeth here Adulieria, for adullerae, as elsewhere, conjugia for conjuges. 

The fabulous history of Phaethon is well-known, namely, how by 
misgovernment of the steeds which drew the chariot of the sun his 
father, he set the whole world on fire. By Phaethon therefore is 
nicant a combustion (as it were) and general confusion of the provinces, 
like as by the water-snake the very bane and poison of the Roman State. 

12. For Claudia, as Livilla for Livia, after his ordinary manner, to 
name women hypohorislicos, by their diminutives. ® A bishop. 
® Issue male, except himself, and Tiberius, a very child, the son of 
Drusus. * Enniam, Nncvii Mnermis. ® [Written document.] 

* Who wrought the fall of Sejanus. ’ Tiberius’ freedman. ® [Con- 
fessed, acknowledged.] [Filial affection.] Rapier or spud 

[short knife or dagger]. 

13. ^ [Attire : the word survives in widow’s weeds.] ® [Rather, 
doll, darling, as a term of endearment.] 

' “ To do him the greater honour, they entertain him upon the way 

(as the manner was) with sacrifices, torches, tapers, and wax-lights. 

14. Tiberius, the son of Drusus. * [The purple-bordered toga 
worn by freeborn children.] ® [Fr. A outrance, to the death.] 

* Offered to lay down their own lives. ® The main standards. 

“ An opinion there was, deeply settled in men’s heads, that the death 
of one man might be excused and redeemed with the death of another. 

16. ^ [Lat. fcrculwn, barrow, litter.] ® [In crowds.] ® [Pro- 
cession.] * His cousin german, for such are called brethren. ® [In 
republican times, the knight whose name appeared first in the censor’s 
list : under the empire, properly the young sons of the emperor.] 

® The form of oath, that any man took. ’ [Pardoned, condoned their 
offence.] ® As we say, from the beginning of the world to this 
day. 

16. ^ [Orator and author of a history of the civil w'ars. His works 
having been condemned to bo burnt, he put an end to his life by shutting 
himself up in the tomb of his ancestors.] ® [In the reign of Augustus 
he had written with great freedom on the end of the republic and the 
foundation of the monarchy. His books were nearly all burnt, a few 
copied being saved.] ■ ® [Orator and satirist. He had a very bad 
reputation, but his biting sarcasm made him greatly feared as well as 
detested.] ‘‘ [That it was of the greatest importance to him.] 

■’ [Statement of the financial position of the empire.] ® Public 
horses of service [purchased and kept by the State]. ’’ Some read 
centesimam [i p-c.]. ® [C. 26 , annot.] ® Octingenta sesterlia. 

Some read octoginta, 80 , 000 . and this cometh nearer to the truth. 

“ The two-hundredth part [^ p.c.]. 

His half-image downward from the head to the waist, portrayed 
with a shield or scutcheon ; and the same was commonly set out with 
the largest. Hereupon, M. Tullius Cicero [Macrobius, Sat. iii, 4 ], when 
he saw such a demi-personage representing his brother Quintus in the 
province that he governed (and a very little man he was of stature) : 
’’ My brother,” quoth he, " in his half-part is greater than in the whole.” 

® A festival holiday solemnised by herdsmen in the honour of 
Pales their goddess and patroness, upon which day the foundation of 
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Rome city was laid. This feast they kept the 12 th day before the 
kalends of May, to wit, the 20 th of April. 

17. ^ The seventh of January, 
to he ribbons, garters, and gorgets. 

18. 1 Missiha, small gifts [such as dried fruit, cakes, or tickets 
specifying the amount the successful grabber was to receive in money' 

rnli; tn ” ^‘=‘1 and green [called chryso- 

colla m the iCth century since it was used to solder gold] * [A 

c ‘ 

oatrimn^^v ““thrift [prodigal], when he had wasted his 

res^^ed to a “^“epted in the sale and 

jeSerand nuTftir 1 ^toni which he pro- 

int .fr ^ V a jetty, and upon it built a rallerv 

whereunto he ‘ sword-fencers in the market-pE 

lb . Tib,*., 

asttcos, celebrated^n t^^iitv^m readings are : 

contests, the victors m wh?r>i °“0“r of Bacchus, or iselasUcos, public 

Hinythe Younger •' 

given by Caligufa in thf spint of ii^En “ Tb“; derivation, 

ally celebrated at Athens fthe citv 1 ^ °rigin- 

Actiaci were the games in honour A t. 11 ’ honour of Dionysus, 
celebrate his victoiy over Antonv anri^ri° by Augustus to 

• Rhodanus. the Rhone. •“‘ony and Cleopatra]. » [=Ferules.] 

21. ‘ The conduit. a [Vanguard.] 

cb.f ■ ‘ hSzs] •"n-s'r'i'"’""- .= •»- 

Roman emperors were called « J ■P'T«cjp«m. for the 

portion of his own seu! “ ' Ti^tul'f „ .v.?® P°"trait 'and pro- 
Forum Romanum. b To hh \hat mount, that stood in 

cf. the modern use of host ; the word^V®; ,^“®rrh®®s [Lat. Aostia .- 
omens], [He whispered to the eod ° rvith osses= 

i” V"’'* «“«m) ,■ rounE-oil 'n return 

^ ^ “•‘ifV’ ^ ^T<i f//,W ^^'T^^P^red.] n [Later 
thou lift me up or I thee,- a term in = " Either do 

tmm to the Capitol. ® term m wrestling,] 1= From the Pala- 
-T The end of one ver^p nnri u 

second beak oih^s itfZT-F “®t, cited out of 
““to sage Ulysses, in this sensff P°®t ascribeth them 

One [Sovereign] Lord, 

Bv exchanm be. 



GAIUS CAESAR CALIGULA 


red or purple, whereof it taketh the name ; and the tongue is a most 
dainty and pleasant morsel. So said Apicius [a famous gourmand, who 
lived in the time of Augustus and Tiberius, and was the author of a 
book on cookery: of. Pliny, Nal. Hist, x, 133 : " Apicius, the most 
riotous glutton and belly-god of his time, taught men first that the 
tongue of phoenicopterus was a most sweet and delicate piece of meat " 
(Holland’s trans.)]. Of this bird Martial [xiii, 71] made an epigram : 
Dat wihi penna rubens iiomen, sed lingua gulosis 
Nostra sapit. Quid si garrula lingua Joret ? 

My name I take of wings so red, but unto glutton’s tastc- 
My tongue right pleasing is ; oh, what if it could prate as fast ? 


Some take them for bustards, birds decked, no doubt, with most 
beautiful feathers, as may appear by Tertullian against Marcion [i, 13] 
in these words : " One tiny wing of a wood-cock, I say nothing about 
the peacock, will of course declare to you that the Creator was a poor 
artificer.” 

® They are thought to be hens of Guinea. 

t By the description of Clytus [in Athenaeus, 655 b], they be our 
turkeys [or, another kind of guinea-fowl]. 

B The pheasant called in old time Itys (which was the son of Tereus 
and Procne, transformed as poets feign into this bird) and afterwards 
phasianus or phasiana, took his name of Phasis, a river and city in 
Colchis, according to this epigram of Martial [xiii, 72] ; 


Argiva primum sum iransportata carina : 

Ante mihi notum nil nisi Phasis erat : 

In Argive ship transported first I was to foreign land : 
Foretime naught else but Phasis town I knew, or Phasis strand. 


23 . ^ Agrippa [made him out to be one of the imperial family]. 

® Agrippina, supposed to be the daughter of M. Agrippa and Julia. 
® Siculasque, not Singulasque. * Baseness of birth. ® Aufidius 
Lingo, or Lurco. ® By the father’s side, to wit, the mother of 
Germanicus. ’’ Silanus. ® [Caligula.] ® Tiberius. [As for 

his uncle Claudius, he reserved him.] 

a Philo [Legatio ad Gaium, 10] reporteth this far otherwise, and tel- 
leth a pitiful narration : how, by commission from Gains, certain 
colonels and centurions came to young Tiberius, commanding him to 
kill himself, because, forsooth, unlawful it was for any other to murder a 
prince of the imperial blood. The youth, who had never seen any man 
killed, and by reason of his tender years was nothing at all experi- 
enced in the world, requested first of them, who were come thus to 
him, for tb strike ofi his head, which he held out unto them ; but 
seeing his request would not be heard, he desired them yet to instruct 
him in what part of his body he should stab himself for the speediest 
death. And so by instructions from them he was his own executioner. 

24 . ^ [In flagrante delicto.'] ® To signify a solemn mourning. 
® Per nomen, some read numen, the godhead or divine power ; for he 
equalled her with Venus, and commanded that she should be worshipped 
as a goddess ; and, as Dion writeth [lix, ii], named she was Panthea, 
and women were compelled to swear by her, as by Juno. * By them, 
to wit, Lepidus and his two sisters : or by him, for their death. 

25 . 1 Or sought again for the company, etc. repelisse. * Where 
she was with her husband aforesaid, ® [With her hair down ; or, 
bare-headed.] * Short cloak or horseman’s coat (chlamys). ' Like 
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wthout respect of tHeir cause, he commanded to be put to death 

mdinary thing it was at Rome, to swear by the 
also Ctho fo^ne; the health, etc., of their emperors. And what 
a devout oath this was, i>er genixm, by the demon, the ^int 
fnSent angel of the pSnee, which 1 mhe to be as much as by his own 
good self, appeareth by Tertulhan. Afologet cap 28. 

VOS per oimies decs, quarn per gentuni pnnapxs pettraim. { Am°aB V 
there is far more readiness to commit perjury m the name of all ^e 

gods, than to swear falsely by the genius of Caesar."] , „ . 

e Seneca [de Ira, ii, 33] reporteth the like example of P^tor, 
a right .worshipful gentleman of Rome, whose son the same Caligula, 
upon very envy that the young man. was a proper and beautiful person, 
put to death in his father's sight, and then invited the old man to 
supper, provoked him to carouse and be merry, which the good father 
was fain to endure and make semblance of contentment, for fear lest 
■ the tyrant would have done as much by another son whom he had 
living. 

0 Calcnis verberatum. Among other chastisements of the body, 
there is reckoned Vittculorum verberatio, as Callistratus [Digest, 48, 
19, 7] witnesseth, lib. 7 de Paenis. The ignorance whereof hath made 
some to read, i« calenis verberatum, bound in chains and then beaten ; 
others, habenis for cdtenis, as if he had been well-lindged [thrashed] 
with leather thongs or halters' ends, as slaves were wont to be served 
by the lotarii [official floggers]. 


88. ^ Who had banished him. * Where they were wont to live 
banished. * [All to-pricked, pierced him thoroughly. To- cither 
goes with the verb, like the German m-, or ivith all-, the compound 
then meaning thoroughly, extremely -. Tib. 60.] 

“ Albeit the proper use of these graphia was to cut or engrave letters 
only on tables of bark or soft wood, yet, because it was unlawful to 
wear weapons in the senate-house, some of a mischievous mind made 
those wnting-styles or steels, so as they might kill therewith, enacted . 
therefore it was, that no man should carry about him such writing- 
instruments of iron or steel, but of bone only. Arid yet even these, 
as others also of reeds and quills, were made so keen and sharp, that 
they were able to give a mortal wound [C. 82]. 

29 . ^ [Gr. dSiarpepla •. a Stoic term.] * Or counter-poisons. 

By letters or friends that he made. [A. was the name of three towns, 
all famed for hellebore.] * Renewed. ® By purging. ® A 
nation mixed of French and Greeks. [After their defeat at Delphi 
. (280 B.c.) the Gauls made their way to Thrace, crossed the Hellespont 
and settled in Asia Minor, their district being called Gallograecia, or 
Galatia.] 

® For the manner of the Roman emperors was, upon displeasure, 
to send men and women away into some desert isles, and there to 
confine them. 

Hellebore that groweth in the isles of Anticyra, is of most efiectual 
operation. The root is that whereof is made our sneezing powder ; 
it purgeth extremely by vomit. Thereupon ariiseth the proverb, 
Naviget Aniicyram, l^t him sail to Anticyra, applied to one that is 
melancholic in the highest degree and little better than mad. See 
Pliny, Nat. Hist, [xxv, 21. 47-61] ; Horace, Sat. ii, 3, 166. 

SO. ^ Atreus [the name of a tragedy by Accius]. * Of charioteers. 
* For he favoured the green livery. * Worthy and meet to be put 
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that retiarii, were lightly appointed for armour and put to desperate 
fight, as having all parts of their bodies exposed to danger, where- 
upon they were called also Tunicati, and were matched in opposition 
with the Mirmillones, as this verse of Ausonius [Technopaegion, xii, 3] 
implieth : 

Qtiis mirmilloni componittir ? ^ aequimanus Thrax. 

Whereas the other, named Hoplomachi, had for their defence headpieces 
and targets (Seneca, Epp. i, 7). 

® The priest, called Rex Nemoremis, of a place where Diana Aricina 
was worshipped, ■within a temple beautified with a grove about it, by a 
barbarous custom of the Scythians, so long only held his place until, 
after one year's revolution, some one stronger than himself stepped 
unto him and overcame him in single fight, and so deposed him, like 
as by the first institution himself, foiling another in combat, a-ttained 
thereto 

SB. ^ A player counterfeiting all parts and kinds of gesture. 
® [Against na-ture : C. 52.] ® [Hardly ; also, rarely {fton iemere).] 

* [Examine.] ® [Perchance.] 

37 . ^ Or oils. ^ [Very spacious.] ® [Ragstone, a dark grey 
sandstone.] * Vicies ac septies tnilHes [about ;f2i, 600,000]. 

® Seneca v/riteth, Consolado ad Helmam [x, 4], that it was ordinary 
■with him to consume at one supper ten millions of sesterces, and who 
studied himself and laid his head to others, how he might at one supper 
make an even hand with® the revenues and ■tributes of all the provinces 
belonging to the state of Rome. 

t Some read for [de C«dns] Deceres, after the form of Moneres, 
meaning by Deceres a mighty galley furnished ■with ten ranks of oars, 
for such the Greeks call AcK'iipeis. 

38 . ^ [Plundering : often coupled with pilling.] ® Deflehat ; or 
defldbat, he rejected and [treated with contempt], ® [Being nomi- 
nated heir ... in consequence of the fear which he ivfspired. The 
English of the text is clumsy.] ^ Macteas or mattyas, such as march- 
panes. ® [To so high a price.] ® Or crier [auctioneer]. ^ As 
it rvere, to buy this and that. 

89 . ^ Li-villa and Agrippina. ® \^Lihertos, freedmen. H. is here 
apparently translating a reading liberos.'] ® In grinding com and 
carrying bread. * [/«/. one who holds land or dwellings for a term 
of years ; here, simply those engaged in lawsuits [litigator).’] 

40 . ^ [Proved guilty of.] ® [Arrived at an agreement.] ® [Earn- 
ings.] 

41 . 1 [Same as " copy."] ® [Basilicsis.] ® [A slave whose 
business it was to name the citizens whose support his master was 
anxious to obtain, and to announce -visitors,] * [Rather, money was 
lent [praebita) to them on interest.] •' [Cheating.] ® [At once.] 

Duni witlla commissa fierent. Which may be expounded other- 
■wise thus : Whenas many things were forfeited and confiscate. 

42 . ^ Or laps of their clothes. 


t Or, committitur. 

® [See Frazer’s Golden Bough.] 

® [Took counsel -with others, how he could spend.] 
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43. ' [Mevania, a town, Clitumnus, a river, in Umbria. Mevania 
{mod. Bevagna) was the birth-place of the poet Propertius. The river 
was supposed to turn the cattle white that dranh of its waters, or to 
cause them to produce white calves : Virgil, Georg, ii, r 46 . It ran 
through beautiful scenery in the midst of rich pasture lands.] 

44. 1 [\\'ho were late with their contingents.] * [Remote.] 
' [Remuneration.] * Batavorum, the Batavians. [Rather, Britan- 
norum.1 

45. * De ciislodia : or that were prisoners and in ward [i.e. either 
some of his oivn bodyguard, or some captives]. * [The troops.] 
’ [Well-known.] * [Acn. i, 207 : Durate, et vosmet rebus servate 
secundis.] 

® Taking the name from Exploralores [scouts], a military term, 
signifying the avant-couners and fore-riders, to discos’er tlie enemy, and 
to clear the coasts. 


40. ^ As if with £2: 2 s. 6 d. they had been made for ever. 

47. 1 ['= Renegades, deserters.] 

48. ' To kill every tenth man of them. * [Announced, proclaimed.] 

I c Senators. » Alexandria is Antiochca in old MSS. 

ena ors and gentlemen [knights]. * [Or. in his private papers.] 


60. ' [To walk.] 


’ [See 29 , annot.] 

’ [Narrow way. 


pass.] * Or guarded. 


61. 1 Or person. 

• [Maintain ] 

thundired alnft^n’'' of that othcnvhiles, when it 

W1 or^sueh a i beneath with a tliunder 

fireworks and if o. 'ff'Ot'tencd, to make flashes with 

out of an- engine likewise some stone 

wearing Feyc/os^ a'lhfn''nn ' ' x tiffany. 3 {CycladaUis, 

* Or pantofles ’ 3 Or r.’ "’ith rich embroidery.] 

Emin{pg“-u,e aFe^el” “ 'Vith th7ei 

t Aesculapius, 

waters in sS Z^SSs. ** =>-boliseth Ls pow er over 

position as thl^fflc^ngMoTiho^od’^'"''’^ itis eloquence [rather, his 
■ rataao’"'"' 

».w.t ™ tonnu ».5o.e1tn2=“rr.rX, XS 
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his catalogue.” This is omitted by H.] « Prasina f actio. » Or 

lodging [quarters v/here they lodged and where the horses were kept]. 

Of that green livery. [Presents given to the guests at table, 

to take away \vith them {apophoreia, Gr. airo^^peii”). " Hosoital ” is 
apparently the old form of " hospitable.”] Incitaio equo, cuius 

causa, some interpret it otherwise thus : To Incitatus, for whose horse 
sake, taking Incitatus to be the name of the master, and not of the horse, 
because in the poet Martial [x, 76, 9] there is mention made of Incitatus, 
a famous chariot-rider and a muleteer. Yet L. Verus Antoninus 
erected an image of gold for a horse that he had named Volucer while he 
lived, and a sepulchre when he was dead. And why might not this 
brain-sick prince be as absurd ? [Or poitrel ; breast-piece.] 

66. Caligula. ® [Snub, jeer at.] 

So called, because they were exhibited in the Palatium. 

67 . ^ Cinyras, ® The son of Amjmtas. ® Of some house 
represented upon the stage. * [Tried to rival one another.] ® Fit 
actors and expositors of such an argument. 

® Capitolium, although kot it was the stately mount or 

castle of Rome, yet it became a general name of all citadels and strong 
castles built for the defence of any city. 

h Meaning the murder of Gaius Julius Caesar dictator. 

® Bearing the name of a notorious thief, or captain rather of thieves, 
crucified for his deserts. 

68 . * January 24. * Or vault[ed passage]. ® [A sacrificial 

phrase. The sacrificer of the victim asked the priest Agone {am I to 
do it), and the priest answered Hoc age (do it, i.c. dispatch the victim). 
H.’s rendering hardly expresses the idea.] * (Made to retire.] 
® [Ironical, " you have, appealed to Jupiter ; take what he sends you 
by way of fulfilment.”] 

59. ^ [Orchards, pleasure gardens.] ® [Additional formality.] 
* Which he called a vault or cloister before. 

60 . * A new senate-house in lieu of the Curia Hostilia. ® For 
now the name of the Caesars and their race became odious, as oppressors 
of the commonweal. ® And yet we read not so much of Gaius, one 
of Augustus’ sons [grandsons], brother of Lucius. 
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1 Aumistus ; and not by Tiberius Nero, his mother’s husband. 
= Or Drusianac [Tacitus. Ann. li. 8. They connected the Rliine from 
Westeraoort with the Isala (mod. Yssel) at Docsburg. " Straung 
is presumably a form of strange, although it might possibly = strong. 
If the former, does it mean made m a foreign country', or simply c^ra- 
ordinaiy, wonderful ’] * Representing Germany. * Called Ova- 
tion [Aug 22]. * The Tricked and mischievous [disastrous, ill- 

omened] camp. * Or Chancellors [rather, clerks]. ’ Which the 
Greelrs call Crnotaphum, an empty tomb. * Or port-way [used by 
H for a Roman road, as a translation of ria]. * [That is. he thought 
as much of military glory as of making himself popular.] Which 

he [personally] took from their generals [called spolia opima]. 

Like as in Rome the gate called Porta sceUrata, and the street 
I'tctis suleratus upon some semblable unfortunate accidents. 

2 ' (The legal meaning is to institute a suit in the court of wards to 
obtain possession of lands, livery being the legal delivery of property : 
the original. po$l lulelam reccpiam, means, when his age entitled him to 
be exempt from guardianship.] * Ol:m stiperjumentarium, rather a 
master of muleteers. 

^ Whereas by usual custom such were brought into the Forum or 
common-hall. 

3. ' Otherwise called Lisna and Julia, the mother of Dnisus. 
" [Expressed her horror, washed that such a fate might be averted.] 

4. t His grandmother’s brother by the mother’s side. * As well 

good as bad. ’ Ultor, the Revenger. * Sufficient [sound, unim- 
paired]. ‘ Sound throughout and p. riect * Or steps. ’ To 
be impaired or disabled and maimed, as well for the sufficiency [sound- 
ness] of body as integrity of mind. * Who arc wont to make good 
game and sr'-ff at such things ’ if it be not resolved upon and 
sec down afi. e^and by' us. to Consprei or despui, spit at. A 

bed-loft at the circus games, whereon the images of the gods are laid 
\see Aug. 45! ts ^ny case.] la In the absence of the consuls 
attending the sacrifice upon the Alban hill. n [People would wonder 
why some municipal office wis not bestowed upon him, such as the 
ci^ prefecture.] ** Claudius. Superficially [rather, forget- 

fully, absent-mindedly ; c/. 39].. [The latest texts transfer misr/iKS. 
the poor creature (H.’s silly soul) to the next sentence, put a colon at 
aruxei, and read nam iv ro 7 s cirovSalmr, omitting naev-. the poor 
creature is unfortunate : for in matters of importance, when his mind 
. . . .] [Nobility.] ” Darkly and confusedlv. =« Clearly and 
plainly to be understood. 

5. 1 [An empty distinction.] = Every one worth 15s yd. ob. 
l-obolus, used for Jd.] or 100 sesterces. s [Sigillaria, little images 
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presented during the last days of the Saturnalia, also called Sigillaria. 
Translate rather; "to spend at the Saturnalia and Sigillaria.”] 
* [Stigma, reproach.] 

6. * As wc use to veil bonnet or do off [dofi] our hats. - The 
emperor. 

7. ^ Caligula. ® All hail or happiness. 

8. ^ .4 copreis [Tib. 6i] ; or a tropaeis, such as would play bopeep 
and hide themselves when they had done some unhappiness [something 
mischievous]. ® For wliilcs they sat or leaned upon pallets at their 
meat, they put off their shoes. 

9. * Gaius Caligula's. ® [Calig. 8, 24.] ® [Entertained, ad- 

mitted. The praetor was said recipere nomen, to receive the name of 
the accused. The senate, if it desired, could refuse to admit the charge.] 

[A fee paid on entering upon an office.] ^ [The treasury at this 
time managed by the praetors.] * [Hung up the edict advertising 
the sale.] f His lands and goods were forfeited and so were pub- 
lished in table as void and vacant. [Other interpretations are : to make 
up the deficiency ; without reserve, no buyer being found.] 

“ By virtue of this Act [relating to the sale of estates by auction], 
himself, his lands and goods were proscribed and exposed to open 
sale, in a table hung up by an edict from the masters of the exchequer 
or city-chamber. And if within the time appointed he came not in 
to satisfy the debt, nor any chapman or surety to undertake it, ho 
and his whole estate fell by escheat as forfeit and confiscate into the 
prince’s hands. 

10. ‘ A garret [rather, the flat house-top or terrace, balcony. There 
were curtains in front of the wndows opening upon it]. * [Keep on 
fuming : so, fare and rage.] * [" Hope " of obtaining the empire 
offered him, "confidence” that his life was safe.] *Armatos; or 
armaius, himself armed. ® Quina dena seslertia. See Josephus 
{Antiq.Jud. xix, 4, 2). 

11. [Important, advantageous.] ® Germanicus. ® [Mark An- 
tony.] * His uncle. 

12. ^ [Sparing : acc. to Murray, peculiar to H.] * Or solemnity 

of nuptial contract. ® By applause and acclamation. * [Incessere, 
to attack, accuse.] 

13. * Some call this a Jacob's staff. ® [C. 30 ; A. 58.] ® Omin- 

ous and unlucky signs. 

14. ^ Of private matters, as praetors and centumvirs. 

15. I And therefore, ambitious. “ [In a matter which affected 
himself.] ® The plaintiff himself. * As a citizen of Rome. ® As 
a foreigner. * [Another early reading, puto, liewit (I think that is 
a valid excuse), is now generally adopted.] ^ Or judgement-seat. 

® [Scratched, grazed.] 

16. ^ Litura iamen exiei. Some read extat, yet the blot remaineth, 
meaning the filthiness of the fact. * [Marked, or branded.] ® [He 
was defended by Cicero in a speech still extant : the Ptolemy was 
Auletes.] * For these matters would bear action. ® [Usually.] 

® Or enhuile [anoint with oil]. 

Gg 
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17 1 FHe or Caligula had refused to give up certain desertere.] 
t [Rather. W NAV.] = Where CaWs standeth or Boulo^^some 
think. * Sixteen, according to Dion [lx, 23]. . . L rptnm 1 
l-ith expressions of loyalty ] « [Gave them permi^on to return.] 

’ Embroidered or worked ivith palm-branches ; cf. also C. 7b. 

» These islands are situate in the mouth of tie nver Rhodanus 
(Rhone) : and they be so called of the order in which they lie. 

18. ' ttTiensoever you read in Suetonius “ city ” absolutely 
stand thereby Rome, iror’ as one would say. The cit>’ ot a 

cibes an ordinary phrase in other Roman MTiters'; according as Virgii 
hath fitlv expressed in this verse, Eclog. i, 19 : Urbem c 

nomam.' -[A building m the Campus M^us near the bepta 
where votes were counted and presents distributed to the people.J 
* Or Forum. 


20. ^ [Later reading : magna points et necessaria quam mxtUa, rather 
great and necessary than many in number.] ® Or gott [w'atercourse. 
sluice], ® Or Pier. ^ The drawing of the lake Fucinus. AUerxnn, 
the Pier at Ostia. But because there is no mention made in Julius 
Caesar's life of this pier or haven, some read for alietum in this place 
eelentm ; and then the word alUrum before is meant of the second work 
of these three, denied unto the Marsians. Cetentm^ but intended 
oftentimes in the design of Julius ^Novi Anienis : some read 
novo opere, within new stonework. ’ Or Cisterns. ® [Pliny, 

Hxst, x\i, 202 , xxxvi, 70,] 

21. ^ For the stage thereof was consumed ^vith fire. ® Or seat of 
state. 2 Which were solemnised once in the revolution 'of one 
hundred years or one hundred and ten. as some write. ^ [Caligula 
built a circus in the Vatican where the basilica of S. Peter is now.] 

® Of chanot-runnmg. * [The Circus Maximus, in the valley between 
the Palatine and Aventine.] ’ [These goals {xjietae) or turning-posts 
were three conical pillars at each end of the circus.] ® [Prize may 
mean either the actual contest or the reward given to the successful 
competitors ] ® [The English is awkward. The meaning is : One, 

without the regular accompaniment of baiting, etc., was held in the 
praetorian camp ; the other, with these accompaniments, in the 
Septa] Or, my masters, Dotmnos The name of a fencer. 

[Gladiators who gained the popular favour, or who owing to age or 
the number of their victories were allowed to retire, W’ere presented 
with a wooden sword or rapier (nidis).] ” This Verb {Aveie) signi- 
ficth here, farewell or adieu. But the soldiers construed it in the better 
sense for their own turns (as they had used it before in saluting him) All 
hail ye also. [Another early reading is aui jzo«, or not (about to die)-] 

Duodenarnm. Some read utidevtcenae, 19, and out of Dion [lx, 33]i 
quttiqttagetiaruni, 50. Resembling Neptune's trumpeter. 

* The name of this fencer, Palumbus, significth also in the 1-atin 
tongue a stock-dove : wluch gave occasion unto him to come out with 
this odd jest 


22- ' VTiethcr it were an owl, or the bird named Incetidiaria [caus- 
ing a conflagration], see Pliny, NaL HtsL x. 34. 

23. ^ That a woman under fifty years of age should not be wedded 
to a man that w’as threescore. * Granting that men threescore 
pars old might marry’ women under fifty. » Wards under age. 

[Seat or bench : C. 78.] ® Licences to be absent a time from Rome. 
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® Provided it was by the law Papia, That no woman under fifty 
years of age should be married to a man threescore years old or up- 
ward ; item. That no man under threescore years might wed a woman 
fifty years old or above. Where note that these words [a Tiberio}, 
as if he added the said branch, seem to have been foisted in, considering 
that, as it appeareth by Tacitus {Ann. iii, 25], the emperor Tiberius 
went about to moderate the foresaid law, and not to make it more 
strict by annexing such a clause. 

24. ^ Who received 200,000 sesterces for salary or might dispend 
so much by the place. ® The senator’s robe [latus clavus, broad 
stripe] studded with purple. ® [Obsolete form of author. The 
Latin is proauciorem, distant ancestor, founder.]- * Cisalpina, which 
thereupon was called Pro-vincia Quaestoria. ® From Augustus’ days. 

* [This must be " while he was undergrown."] ’’ Latus iexii, that is, 
laevus ei iucedebat, he gave him the right hand, and went on his left 
side. 

25. ^ [Military service.] * Otherwise called Tiberina. ® With- 
out the gate Esquilina. * And his successors. * This some think 
is to be understood of Christians whom we find in the ecclesiastical 
•writers to be misnamed by the ethnic infidels, Chrestiani, like as Christ 
himself Chresios, in scorn. [Either referring to Christ, in which case 
there is an anachronism, or Chrestus is the name of some Jew.] * Or 
Fetials (Livy, i, 24) : they were a body of priests who ratified treaties 
and formally declared war after satisfaction had been refused. 

For fear of breaking up the pavements, if they rode in coach, 
wagon, chariot, or on horseback. 

In divers Greek and Latin -writers the names of Jews and Chris- 
tians were confounded, so as by Jews they understood Christians. 

® Orchestra was that place in the forefront of the theatre or scaffolds 
and nearest unto the stage, wherein the senators ordinarily sat and 
sometime the emperor himself. 

Popularia were seats within the scaffolds and theatre, ’most 
remote from the stage, wherein the common people were allowed to 
stand or sit. Between the said Orchestra and these Popularia were 
ranged the knights or gentlemen of Rome, and those ranks bare the 
name of Equestria. 

® So called of the mountain Eryx in Sicily, where she was highly 
worshipped and where she had a temple. 

26. ^ [Really great-granddaughter.] * Or Urguianilla. ® While 

she was empress and wife to Claudius. * The handfasters [those 
who make contracts, especially nuptial] or makers of the marriage [wit- 
nesses of the ceremony, who formerly took the auspices]. ® [=and 
yet he could not keep his resolution, but immediately.] ° His own 
niece. ^ [Exempted ; cf. Cal. 15.] ® With their brothers or 

sisters’ daughters. 

27. ^ Emperor after him [and his stepson]. 

28. ^ Hasta pura donavit : for his great valour forsooth. [Such 
spears were used as a military decoration.] ® Of this Felix mention 
is made in the Acts of the Apostles [xxiv]. ® [To plunder, secure by 
fair means or foul : pill and poll \vere very often combined ; Cal. 38.] 

* [He made the apt reply.] ® Narcissus and Pallas. 

® As for Drusilla his wife [daughter of Agrippa I], a Jew bom, she 
had been married indeed before to king Azizus, as Josephus writeth 
[xix, 9] ; but as touching the other two queens, whosoever they were, 
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he was acquainted with them otherwise, and not in way of marriage, 
so far as I can find. [A second wife, also Drusilla, was the granddaughter 
of Antony and Cleopatra and daughter of Juba II, King of Mauritania. 
Of the third wife nothing is known.] 

For every ma n might not so do, unless he had a knight’s estate, 
which was four hundred thousand sestertii'^, or were freeborn ; neither 
Ubertines nor mechanical persons living by base trades and occupa- 
tions were allowed. 

29 . ^ Ccmsocerum : so called for that their children married together, 

^d such rrith us name one another brethren [joint father-in-law]. 
= The son of Tiberius. » Who is called also Livilla. * [This is 
interpolated by H.] ^ Tacitus wnteth [Ann. xii, 7] that he killed 

him self upon that day. * [" On the other hand " would better 
eicpress the me^ng that he does not vouch for the story.] 

* Other writers, as Philostratus [Vita ApoIIanii, v, 28] and Julian 
[Caesares, 310] say moreover. That wnthont his wife and freedmen, he 
was rapap rp 6 apnrDv [mute, supernumerary] and Sopvp 6 in;ua [body- 
guard.] 7TJ! pso-Aclat, much like to a player in a dumb show, and the 
bare linage of a king’s majesty, as Plutarch [^ji sent sit gerenda, 15] 
reporteth of Andaeus. 6 . oj 

30 . 1 [A north of England form of stutter, apparently stiU in use.] 

31 . » disease some physicians name KapSiaXytar, the heart- 

wSc'h’i^ f ^ stomach, 

whereof Pliny [A^of. Hist, xrdii, i] 
aSrmeth to be most mtolerable, next unto the passion of the strangury. 

tabS’ ‘?“?tantly.] 2 Or, at a settle at the 

5 m , .[Secretly.] * Or earthen pot. 

of wind doi^^ff understand that riddance 
ne^untoTJUtir" "a"/'”'’ ^^^lich in English cometh 

rsj^l the verb Kirire is the same 

but covemv^ob^-S'^”^^ ^ Eptstles [Ad Fam. ix, 22] hathweU, 
Qtiiddam Cactm-bhatnn t the word Divisio, wherein he noteth 

terpreters IMiich place some in- 

absurdly [cf. QiStiUan, viii, 3. ^61 very 

the 'hall, for diSSrtono/Si^^Lm ^'^aiate near to 

Capitol mount. a rswoUen hnim * bearing that name, on the 
properly means Htte ' [t^"* 

to ^y mode of conve>-an« (carriage, sWok] ® generaUy 

Epuhe ^ew^foto^'^proTC^ ^t?^ Pontificum Cena and Saliares 

and most delicatefie ’ exceeding great belly cheer 

34 . ^ [See Nero, aq.l ! Tho ,• . . 

whom he favoured. s Which mrun taction to the mirmiliones 
* [At these noonday fights those^ho fouIhT jn the morning. 

see Seneca, Epp. 7^1 s prnmT^+ -were quite unprotected : 

wild beaste orTther^ie. “^es [Aug. 19]. « With 

parricides to be sewn^iri^ Claudius caused more 

space than had been ever before his days. 


1 [The original here has sextarii I 
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fis : 1< a ‘.ouiid bflwctn i and «. TIk' fir-d and -ccond arc found in 

inscriptions.] . , i ^ » 

» Some tiiinU tliat in- devised not new letters in the alpliatiet, but 
new forms rather of tlic former, as naincty to write for the Aeolic 
digamma I- the inverted character..;, and for a' dijilithong, ai. 

42 > (Kather. disciplincr-hranch of learning.] ’ [Foreigner.] 
’ Of Tuscan .iflairs, * Of Cartlmpinian matters. ‘ Called Clau- 
dium [or Clandiciim]. * [In the lccfurc-rr/<)m, or .as a recitation.] 

43 ' .Matrinumiii, or wives, like as Conjugia for ctmjiiges, * Or 
rather, o rp.t'ifar rol <.iff«rr.i, lit that wounded will alto heal ; I 
that h.rve done thee' wrong will in.ake amends. [This was the answer 
given by the or.icle to Tclephiis, King of My«ia, after he had been 
wounded by Achilles and the svound would not he.sl. ivve.ntiiaUy 
Achille.s cured him with the rust of his lance.) 

For by report of Dio [Ivi. i). that is, Xiphilimis, his r.t.iliire far 
exceeded the projiottion of his years. 

44. * CoiiJcii some read Coiisctn;tta quejuf, even his own con- 

science. [Itather. l-.rr conscience and informers. Arrother reading is 
urgiiebatu : licr conscience and the fi.ar of informers only spurred her 
on] ’ [AV/'fnnis . he w.rs attached again with n irc.sh dose of 
poison f/. Cal 58. AV/jf/e ' .strike .again 1] ’ [Tlie cxciiK was ni.ade 

that it iivas necessary to give him food to support him.] * [Tfic 
opposite of ingc-stion, a word still in use j 

» And yet by circumstances it may be collected that be caught Jlis 
banc and died in the P.datium at Koine 

45. * October 13. 

40. ' Or blazing. ’ Or tomb. 

* These were as it plainly appeare.j, ipiacstors, acdilcs, tribunes, 
praetors, censors, and consuls. Of all tlier.c some one or other died, 
excepting censors, as Tacitus W7itcth {A rm. xii, A j]. 
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1. * Castor and I’oUiix rmniWinc two youn^ men. ’ [At Jake 
KegiJIiH.j *Orru(Jdj-. * Orcopiicr. *■ Or ruddy. * [Alter- 
n.iteJy.j 

2 . * ejut, hi", ynmilfather (our decrees off. * Itij»li prictls 

{pontijurs}, ’ CJ-MtiA M.artjorietiM'i, * [ijuctoruu'. coiffoutids him 
with hi-i (atJiiT.J ® Julius Caci,.'ir dtctaior, * Approbation of the 
pod.'.. [Summoned. J * The romi'ei.au*,. 

3. ’ Wiiich Quintus l’a<-di«s made np.ainr.t the murderers of Caesar. 
* TJie present stale poverncil actordinp to his %wU and plea-surc. [This 
nolo it obscure. In any c.ase, “ tJje r-ovcrcipn empire " should rather be 
" the chief command of the army/*] 

4. • (fliffn, by .an im.apinary borp.'iin of sale to have Jxiiight 
them to the behoof and tise of the heir [Aug. Oii- ® Crnsorium, not 
CensWrn. 

5. on.spriiip.) * Son of Marcus A.prippa and Jidia, 

adopted fiy Aiigustus. * [Or, which lie h.ad houpht ] * [Deprived 

of ; C. 28.3 - Aferfio aquae inlrtcuiis : th.it Unul of dropsy wherein 

water runneth licttvern the fell and the flesh all the body over, I.euco- 
phlrgtnalia in Greek. 

* These four factions or crews that ran with chariots for the pnre, 
vi'crc dfslinpiiirdjcd by four colours of cloth, or livetics, and tliercupou 
called by their names ; Alba, white, reur/ij, watdiet or liplU-bUic, 
Prasinn, green, and Korra, ro.se-coloiired or red. Unto which were 
added by Domitian Aurala and Purpurea, y.ohl-coloured or yellow, 
and purple. The former four Sidonius .Apolliiiaris hath comprised 
in hi.") hcndccasyllablcs [Carmina, xxiii, ysj)- Gms 
Mirant colores, 

A thus cum vrncto, virens tubensque. 

Then shine thr-w crcw.s and make a gall.iiil show 

In white, in blue, in green .and roseate hue. 

Proportionate they arc unto the four seasons of the year ; white, 
to the autumn or end of .summer, watclict to the winter, green to 
the spring, and red to summer, or as some would have it to the four 
, dements. 

nit ** Phy.sidans have observed three kinds of dropsy. Tfic first is 
* ff Ascites, wherein the belly tloth swell with much water gathered between 
tji( the inner .skin or rind of the belly and the cawt wiiich tappeth tlic 
Of guts, and some wind withal, so named of doKir [bottle] in Greek 
P because, in turning of the body to a side, the water is perceived to 
; shog [shake] in tlie womb, like ns liquor in a bottle half-full, when 
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it is .‘•li.ikcn . tii'-- seconti, \shrriiti iht' IK-Uy is hovt-n up 

[swollen] with wind eejircially and loir.t wnter among, whereby it will 
sound like a talK-r or drum, it one tamp'-r [Aug. 6S] upon it, and thereof 
It was so called . the third atiatai'ea, hypotarca, in 

Latin Ivtncui, or Aqua ivleKU'., m th^ proper signific.ation when the 
body all over is puffed up with ssatrr and wind running between the 
fell and the flesh And thereof, as should reem, died this Domilius, 

6. ' Dio s.uth [1x1, j] he st.is compassed with the sunbeams ; and 
yet no sun appc.ired alync the horiron. * I'orcnaroe. ’ [Atten- 
tively.] * [Jest ] t Her ron. 

» To wit. the ninth d.ay after he -Aas Iwrn, on which they used to 
name their •■ons And as this day w.as r.dled Sotninalia, so there 
was a goddess (orjooth, fircsnlrnt of this complement and ceremonies, 
whom they named N'undin.i, [On this day the child was purihed, 
whence it was called, as here, ificr hit/fici/s.] 

7 ‘ Vndccimo, some, read rather Urtio deciraa, tJie thirteenth. 
Caligula, ’ [Mahaous, rniscliicvous ] ■* (B.ail friend, cnctny.J 

Or hall of justice. ‘ Or running at till, ’ Drawn in large books 
[iwaximiis ; rather, of chief importance], 

< e* during these jolcmnilies on the Alban mount 

{svherc the chief magistrates sverc present) to leave lor provost of the 
Cl j some principal young gentleman of the nobililv, tieforc whom, 
sitting judicially, causes of no great importance should be brought. 


8, t Between noon and one of the clock 
• Father of his Country. 


9. t [(Filial) aficcUon.] 
‘ Or haven. 


* [Control.] 


• Of the praetorians. 
• Or corpa ic piari. 


State or uvTrfh o/ e. * More by a fourth part llun the 

c^v^d ^ot wntc 1] that I 

.< £ rr'k 

‘ Or giL ‘ 'L 

tamed beasts.] 7 Ursulas h horses.] « [llatlicr, even 

islands ] ^ houses or buildings : lil. 

instituted by thi?NLo^p^-a{X.”n^‘?n /ndi. w.-cre first 

■\\Tierein, of all degrees "ages "and^s. v S^dens, and orchards. 

egrees, ages, and sexes they danced and revelled. 

the orchestra], ^wacfnr^^BrM t^ackground or scene and 

cantos, ua. ratlmr scragenes KSrdmV? •I'’- > 

'i:; V [Sub eS "hVr^ Li^ius. * War- 

that which was devised by Daedalus e A’i v. likeness of 

[the raised seat of the emperor] io Or 

balcony next the arena.] iMVhcrp “ [Podiun: .• a 

dents at other games and plays » 7 «"o ' 

others read per orchcstrani in scer.am bv the L.n 1!!'?’", ■ 

— — * " orchestra to the very stage. 


^ For Cornelius Celsus attribnteth this name to 
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[H. Jicre Iranslalc? tlif* rratjins; nihartsat : cilh.ntaf i*; pre!i*rablr; : tbr 
garland or prirc Ictr harp-playinp,.] To Jupdcr Capitolsnv!*!. 

* ITse fnboloDs Tejjorts ol lady P.viphai*, witi* to king Mintr., Itow 
she wa*; enamoinrd oj a hull. ai alio of Icarua the son of I)A>‘lJAiu^, 
who would neeth atlempl to fty in the- air. 1« wrl! enoujjh known to 
tiiem tlial are but meanly •een ' in {lortry. 

•i Juxta nil’iculurit fius d/cuHl. Uy Ctd/iVidim!, he mean'*th litre a 
royal seat raiwl on high within that quarter of the theatre called 
Orr.hfSira, under a rich tent or canopy, wh'-re emprron; were wont 
to sit whtit they Isehetd such solemnitrc.*,. These pavilions were 
called in Greek cipsenrrol itururtia, its -.otne i-ott rc-.cnsbling tsed- 
chamlKirs. 

« So named l>ecau;-e they that wrestled, tan or oiherwi'e exerri-ctl. 
were naked, tike as the place it-wU td such esrrci'rs thejf tipcci tc^jk 
the name pyrnnaaltsm. 

13. * Or market-place. ’ Ke'emhlinK a cap of ru.sinten.rrue. or, 
05 some thirsk. a Turkish tnfie tinft] r-r turban. * Which he had Ian! 
off again rw ft .shotiM seem, like when he was vanqui-hed by Corbuln 
he laid [it} down Isefoic the imare of Nero. 

15. * [Irnniedi.afcly after one another,} * [lie Mnersvfiit,} tftcitur. 

what before. * Or rather, one piece n! a day [C. 70]. * Or ujvm 

occasion of svar. * V.'hitli cbcwhere lie, callctl »;pistle>. • Unto 
whom properly it appert.ained. 

16. •/fn.'c imutas (12], * roregatrs, or g.ntrlsouse.s. * Fioni 

the front of such edifiew. ♦ Or prmni-ed. rather, to build. ^ To 
bring an mm of it tbitlier, *■ In costly .and cxcv.rvc fare ut the 
tabic. ’ [.'ipm.'whii .' r.ather. doles or preeents of food.} • (IJodrd, 
cooked.} • M jKil-herbs. Conning ar.tor'i. phaymp. all parts and 

rescinblinB timitatinp} nil gestutcs. 

I Full and formal stippets. wheu-io men were invited, and at which 
the guests sat orderly mandi.allcd according to thrir wofth-phace. 
and Were callcrl cfr.ar ttclitr, and after the. manner in other, priiires* 
days were their f-ivoiirites frastoih Inste.ad hereof came in Sf-ortular, 
allowances givrn unto tliern, cillier in money or c.ites. in iccornpcnsr 
of Uicir ordinary s.alutations nnd attendance. 

As there were niudry factions or crewr. favouring this or th.at 
colour of the ch.iriotecrR, ,>.o were there likewise of actors and players, 
whcreujron many riot*., outrages, frays and mnrderf. were committed. 

17. ‘ Or uppermost. ^ Or cored t.ablcs. * IVws [C. 7S] or 
scats ; some exymund this of the Judges' liench, ns if their sentences 
•should not be bought rvnd sold. * [The l-'orum.} ‘ [A small 
board, appointed for eeltling money rases and urgent legal questions 
Bcncrnlly.} 

1 It should accm that for the plc.ading nnd trial of causes such 
tribunal seats, pews [C. Ircnches, and bars were erected at first for 
the present occasion, and taken down again by ccrt.ain jienons, who 
gathered therefor a rent of those that went to law. 

18. “ Divers kings of Pontvis weru named Polcmotics ns of Kgyqil 
Ptolemaci, whereupon the re.alm Pontus is by V’opiMus [Li/f of Aurt~ 
lian, xxi, ri} called Polcmonhis [or Poleinoniacus}, like as the Alpes 
Cottiac of Cottius. 


* [Moderately acquainted with.] 
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19 1 Tag. welt, or fringe. " Raslello=ligone, the same as Dikella 

in Greek: with a’ cloven bit [the blade of an axe, spade, etc.]. This, 
according to some writers, was of gold. ® Senum pedum, some read 
semim milHuni pediium, of six thousand footmen. ^ 

a Many had attempted this beside him, but all their cost and 
labour came to nought: oStus rd Beta §iiaaffBat. 

[Pausanias, li, i, 5 : " So hard it is for man to lay violent hands on what 
is divine.”] 

20 ^ Or hoarse [husky, indistinct]. ® At Naples. ® Ditties. 

‘ Tuned and composed to the rules and measures of music [written or 
sung from notes] in the praise of him, by the merchants of Alexandria. 

^ INeqiie segnius, with equal energy.] ° Or crews [companies]. 

’ Nec siite anulo laevts, or, clean contrary, ac sine anulo laevis, wearing 
no rings at all. [H. here translates the reading pueris, boys ; later 
texts have puns agreeing mth laevis, their left hands being plain, with 
no rings on them.] ® A knight’s living. 

a T^s XavBavoBem fiovaucijs oiiSeis 

t In respect of a former fleet, that was wont to come before and 
bring news of the second laden with merchandise and under sail. 
Therefore those ships were called naves tabellariae. Seneca \Epp. 77]. 

® Bombas, resembling either the buzzing and humming noise of bees, 
or the sound of trumpets. 

I* Imbrices, much after the manner of that rattling, which a sudden 
shower makes upon the tiles of a house, or the sound that crest-tiles ® 
or gutter-tiles may make. 

® Teslas, to express the crashing of potsherds or earthen pots, 
clattering one against another. 

I Insignes ptngutsstma coma. In which sense we read of pingues 
iogae and Lacentae. Yet some understand thereby XiirapoirXoicd;iots, 
whose locks and faix^ were so slick and glib^ with sweet oils, that 
they shone again. 


21 . ' Every fifth year. [Neroneum here agrees with a singular 
agona ] = [Satisfy their desires.] ’ Or colonels. * Wife of 

Amphion, king of Thebes, who priding herself in her fair issue, six 
sons and as many daughters, durst compare with Latona, the mother 
of Apollo and Diana, but she ivith her arrows killed them all, and 
turned her into a stone. ® Four of the clock after noon. ® Of 
other magistrates, who in respect of the prince are accounted private. 

■^cording to Xiphilinus [a 12th century Byzantine monk, who made 
extracts, still preserved, from the later books of Dion Cassius], his 
n^e was Laraus Lydus, a Lydian named Larcius (Dion, Ixiii, 21). 
Or masks. » Or. a young untrained soldier. 

■ a'" ^ called. And Thrasea Paetus was 

judicially convented [summoned] and deeply charged, because he had 
never offered sacrifice for that heavenly voice of his [Tacitus, Ann. xvi, 

with child by her own brother M acareus, w-hereupon 

1 [Cannot trace the Greek original. A. Otto, Sprichworter, refers to 

31 . but does not mention the 

Greek, cf. Ovid, Art. Am. iii, qoo.] 

j [Bent tiles for covenng the ridge of a roof.] 
etc ] occurs in the family name Fairfax, 

* [Smooth and glossy.] 
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® It appeareth by Tacitus [Amu xiii, 25] that this was Julius Mon- 
tanus, who, albeit he had not sat in Council as senator, yet was Laii~ 
clavtus and wore the senator’s robe. Such gentlemen w^ere called 
Juvenes sectntdt ordtms, in distinction of those of the imperial blood or 
other%vise near allied unto the emperor. 


27 . ^ A broad place, wherein a naval fight had sometime been ex- 
hibited, but then filled up ; yet it carried the former name still. ® Or 
bay, 

^ The manner was in old time to employ the day in business and 
therein to take no liberal meals, putting o0 the full refection and 
cherishing of the body until night. Convivia ds die argued intem- 
perance much more than feasting from noon to midnight. 

p Atnbubatantjn, These took their name (as most expositors have 
conjectured). Quod circa Baxas versdrentur [because they frequented 
the neighbourhood of Baiae], Yet some learned men of later time 
fet<^ the same from this Syriac word Ambuhatae [ahub, reed-pipej, as if 
such TAere Syrian women, who being otherwise naughty packs and 
callots , got their living also by playing upon certain instruments of 
music which they brought with them out of their native country. 

opas imUantxutn. Although Copae properly be such women as 
keep victualling houses, ready not only to entertain but also to invite 
and call in guests, yet because these commonly are very bold and 
^^^^'^^/^^^^^S®^^^*^^*fferentlyforstrumpets and courtesans. 
‘ ^ man see an impudent woman that is not withal 
incontinent, so inseparably is modesty joined with chastity. 

obscuritv place hath given occasion of much 

S some re upon, 
ce^m sweet ° ^/yrMnchila. by which are meant 

0 ^ kets. as dainty wafers, etc. 

sittine banqueting conceits at one 

Odonferous hnr^or^ aspersion of rose-water or other 

«on orsomeTho ke noted the observa- 

to say the artificial heenr ‘^persio rosaria, that is 

of banqueting-rooms out orspoutranrn^f v 

waters and oils gome under the n-,™ ^ To ' odoriferous 

they were made of sflveror ® ^POuts. if 

of Otho, when he gave Nero^entirt ^ke feast 

that sum. to say nothing of the might soon amount to 

or extracts and oils themseK-ec d compound distilled w'aters, 

and spices [The latest texts r most precious simples 

guorum 11)11 fmlelhia guadragies sesferhu ct familiaribus cenas, 

rosaria. mitelUla [imlella, I headbandra^d ’ “’“l 

agreeing with cena understood a rosaria both being adjj. 

worn and there wa^ abrndance^fW? '"l^ch these milellac were 
may be an allusion to rose nine lrosaiF^’^^'^^^T°^ roses. Possibly there 
In the old reading a6sorpfio=draughr ”>• 

rosaria=fiavoured with roses } ’"'^^<0— flavoured with honey, 

friends.] ^ disparagement. 2 [Pretended 

afte^SIrnatShisw^edl^LeT'’'’'" "^kina and Poppaea. 


* [Or callets, lewd women 1 
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29 . 1 [To such an extent that.] « Or grate. » j .jyjsh both 
Suetonius and Dion had in this place and such-like been altogetlier 
silent. * Confessed of themselves and their own accord. 

In other writers he is named Pythagoras, so that it should seem 
he carried two names. 

30 . ^ [H. here translates a reading suggested by Torrentius, Paner- 
otis faeneratoris : later texts have the accusative : he enriched “ the 
monkey-tailed usurer P.”] a Quadringenis Sesierhis. Take Sester- 
iium here in the neuter gender ; otherwise it were but a mean venture 
for such a one as Nero, as amounting not above ^3, 2s. 6d., whereas 
now it ariseth to ^[3125 [C. 18, annot.]. ^ Auraio reie. Orosius 
[vii, 7] saith more expressly, retibus aureis. ^ [In fast colours, 
properly the dye from Kermes.] ® [Wool from Canusium in Apulia.] 
® Horsemen of Africa and Cappadocia. 

® A great magician, whom he entertained thus royally because he 
would have learned magic of him [Pliny, Nat. Hist, xxx, 6, i6]. 

*> Whereas Augustus, when he played at this game, ventured no more 
than for every Talus, which were four in all, a single denier. For it 
should seem that the game of Tali here mentioned was Pleistobolinda, 
who could throw most with four Tali, whether the same were cockall 
bones indeed, or made of gold, silver, or ivory, with four sides, every 
one representing a chance, an Ace or unity and sise, a irey and qualre, 
opposite one unto the other. For they wanted deux and ciixque, which 
the Tessera Cubits, or die carrying six faces, hath. 

® It is evident hereby, as also out of that verse of Juvenal [Saf. 
xvi, 60], 

Vt laeti phahris omnes el torquibus omites, 
that these Phalerae were not trappings and furniture belonging to 
horses, but some other ornaments, wherewith footmen and horsemen 
both were trimly decked. 

81 . ^ As one would say, the passage from one hill to another. ® Or 
foregate. ® Porticus iriplices milianas. If a man expound it thus : 
galleries with three rows of pillars, or as many isles [does H. mean 
blocks of buildings ?] a thousand feet in length, it would be more 
consonant to the truth I suppose. And yet the proportion that fo 2 - 
loweth is very strange and answerable to the vulgar and received ex- 
position. [There were three colonnades, each a mile in length.] 
•Mother-of-pearl. ® [=Ceiled, overlaid.] ® Or heaven. ’[From 
the sulphur springs near Tibur (Tivoli).] ® Made his first entry into 
it after a solemn and festival manner. ® Piscinam. Or lake. 

•• Or walking-places. Or ditch [canal]. 

32 . t [H. is here translating dodrans ; the usual reading is dextans, 
five-sixths.] ~ Remembered him not in their wills and made him not 
an heir. ® [Informer.] • Or violet in grain. ® Or fair. 

® Who had bought the said colours. ’ [Praeclusit ; shut up their 
shops.] ® Julia, which Caesar the dictator made [C. 43]. ® Proctors 

or factors. Or possess. •• Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, Juno, 

Minerva. 

33. • Or proverb. ® [Came by his death.] ® BeSn/ ppStia, 
alluding to the deification after his death. • Bustum. ® As the 
manner was for certain days before the ashes and relics were gathered 
up, ® [Popular.] ’ [Looseness of the bowels.] ® De Vene- 
ficiis [the lex Cornelia de sicariis et Veneficiis, passed by Sulla 81 B.c. 
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.ind kept up by Julius Cicsar, whence it beenrae generally known as the 
lex Juba]. * [Taking effect instantaneously.] I'or her former 

practice of poisoning, by which she stood condemned. 

® In this verb Morari, there is couched a double sense, which gives 
the grace unto this pleasant scoff. I'or being a mere Latin word 
and having the first syllabic by nature short, it signifieth to stay or to 
make long abode ; and taking it thus. Kero might be thought to imply 
thus much, that Claudius was now departed out of the company of 
mortal men and ranged among the heavenly wights. But take the 
same word, as Kero spake it, derived of fiC-po! in Greek, wliich signi- 
fieth a fool and hath the first syllabic long, it imporlcth tliat Claudius 
played the fool no longer here in the world among men. Read the 
little pamphlet of Seneca entitulcd droxoXoriVrwtrii [the Pump- 
kimfication of Claudius], if ye would see Claudius depainted in his 
colours and in a fool’s coat ; which he, as it may appear, composed of 
purpose to gratify Nero in that humour of his. 

*> The Greeks call this Kaicrpzr or riV^cr. And the Romans in 
honour of their princes were wont to compass the same all about with 
a wall of flint, or other durable stone, as marble. 


34. M if she were the cause thereof. J Miliium et Germanorum : 
Hen dia duoin [hendiadys . rather soldiers (i.t. Roman) and Germans]. 
= 1 « ‘ [Cumfra • a vaulted roof.] ' [Day for settling 

(Pjaw OH, enticc ] ’A feast in tlio honour of 
”th of March. « Or 
rrac „ O*’ ‘o the stairs. « Between his feet 

lu midnight it was. ” Domitia, by 

Sv if I 8- «]. “ As if she would 

emieiOTMnrJ^ ° ^ ^ot he came to be 

heLntforthebaberSst'Sr^" suppose 

the colourable means whemby'shc wast lid""" 

I8] citeth out^f that JusUn MartyT [CoAoHafio, 

ffvpaf S’^Tlffca-ee 
Ivories oppoKjie Profattis. 

Which VirgU [.^en. vi. 258] in some sort hath expressed thus : 

Procul esie prafani. 

And Claudian [De Raptu Pros, i, 4] after him : 

Grsssits rcmovetc profani, 

, ^ daughter of Claudius. a Or j 

* Titus Ossius rOlliusl * c- - • t^°mpeia, as some read, 

of descent. « ^ In tho right line 

theatre in Rome bearing' his nam built the great amphi- 

Taurus. 001.0^1^“^ “Co bro ^‘“e^ter^of Statdius 
hood. e Or soum^^'^ » had brought him up in his child- 

is now spelt Rufrius. ' He was the°in“of PoMae ^'h Praenomen 

Cnspmus. her former husband 1 m another Rufnus 

cut the master-veins i ^ and W “ a ^Pthjhships. n To 
^ Seneca. ^3 •^^apyot ^ so to bleed to death, 

guard]. A squinancie the praetorian 

Pallas : Tac. Ahtu [xiv, 65].^^ Namely, Doryphonis and 
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36 . ^ And his friends, Pisoniana. ® And his adherents, Ft«j- 
ciana, ® And hy name Sulpicius Asper. ^ [The capsarit were 
slaves who carried the boohs, etc., of school-children in a box {capsa):\ 

37 . ^ [Mattered.] ® [H. here translates the reading reslituisset ; 

others retinuisset, had kept.] ® Polyphago cuidam, or glutton. 
* [That no previous emperor had realised the extent of his power.] 
® [Destroy, blot out.] « In Achaia, near Corinth [C. 44, Cal. 21, 
N. 19]. ’ Comprising therein the gentlemen's degree ; not Senaini 

populoque Romano, as the manner had been. 

“ The like example is reported by Vopiscus in Life of Atirelian [50], 
who took wonderful delight in a mighty eater that in one day before 
Ms own table devoured a wild boar full and whole, a hundred loaves 
of bread, a wether mutton, and a pig. 

38 . Cuhimlarios : the grooms of Ms [bed-] chamber. ® [In the 

act.] ® [Tow.] * Or lodgings. ^ [Take shelter.] ® Against 
the Carthaginians. 

® This iambic verse, as Dion Pviii, 23] writeth, was rife also in 
Tiberius Caesar’s mouth. 

Albeit this word Insula, beside the common signification of an 
island, is taken for a house standing entire by itself apart from other, 
yet in tMs author I observe that it is put elsewhere for other houses 
also and tcnernents let out to tenants by the owners and landlords, 
who are called Domini Insttlaruin. And even in this acception it 
may well go in this place. 

This tower Horace describeth [Odes, iii, 29, 10] in these words, 
Molem propinquatn nubibus arduis, etc. 

39 . * As we say, in the church-book. ~ In whose temple were to 

be bought or hired, whatsoever .pertained to funerals and burials: 
Varro [Ling. Lat. vi, 47]. Plutarch [Quacsi. Rom. 23] taketh her for 
Venus. ® Camulodunum et Londiniutn colontae. Maldon [more 
probably Colchester] and London, two colonies ; and together with 
them, Verulamium, a borough free town, in the ruins whereof St Albans 
now standeth [Tac. Ann. 32, 33], in which places 7000 (by report) were 
slain of citizens and allies. * [Reproaches.] ® To wit, Agrippina. 
® [NeSyv/xpoy. The latest texts adopt a reading suggested by F. 
Biicheler, Rheinisches Museum, Ixi, 1906, p. 308, yel>pi)pov=za. fresh, 
numerical interpretation of Nero's name. Nepu>' = ioo5. tSiap=yg, 
^M7Teptt = 454, aTr£KTrii’c = 476. also making 1005. Thus, the name 
Nero = matricide.] ’ Anchises. ® Hexameter and pentameter. 

® Philosopher. Which were very lascivious and licentious. 

Whose son he was by adoption ; for some report he took Ms poison 
in a cup of drink and not in a mushroom. Who was thought 

to have perished in the sea ; and indeed she hardly escaped drowning 
by swimming [34]. [Displeasure.] 

a Which number ariseth to ten thousand a month, a mortality 
nothing comparable to that which, as Eusebius [Chronieon, ii] reporteth 
reigned at Rome in the days of Vespasian, in which there died of the 
pestilence ten thousand a day, nor to that in Constantinople, when many 
days there were likewise ten thousand dead bodies carried forth. Pro- 
copius, de Bello Persico [ii, 21]. 

Such a rumour indeed ran rife, but untruly [Tacitus, Ann. xiv, 
2 ; cf. Dion, Ixi, 11]. 


^ Phago. 
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chief take these rebels ; or, mischief will come to them. ® Descis- 
sent ; others read dedissent, as if mischief would fall upon the authors’ 
heads. 

It should seem this answer was delivered in these words : 

'BfijKOcrTii' (tos rpUTKatSiKordv re ^vXdnov. 

Of sixtieth year (I do thee rede) 

And thirteenth more, see thou take heed. 

Whereby Apollo (for his oblique answers rightly of the Greeks termed 
Loxias) or the devil himself, whether you will, playing with him in a 
twofold and ambiguous construction (as his manner was) deluded him. 
For whiles he rested secure, dreaming still of the 73rd year, which he 
supposed was meant of his orvn age and which he was far short of, 
he fell into the hands of Galba, a man indeed of those years. 

41. ^ An inflammation or swelling in the throat. ® Citharaedum, 
a singer to the harp. ® Which was the name of his family, and so 
had he been called before his adoption. * Nero Claudius Drusus. 

® Which it seems he spake ironically ; if simply, he meaneth, in case 
Vindex interrupted not his sports and the public felicity. 

42. In that he played rvithout a concurrent, whereas himself but 
for his businesses would have put him down. 

43. ^ Occasioned by the commotions and revolts abroad [tumultus ; 
here used in its special sense of insurrection, sudden uprising]. 

* [Phrase originally used of draft-horses pulling together.] ® As 
sometime Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus was, for the like exploit. ■* The 
consular authority [C. 71], 

44. ^ [At once.] Surliness [fastidio : it is not easy to see the 

meaning of this word. Does it mean he was very particular about the 
kind and condition of the money ?] ® [Harshness.] * [P«si«- 

latutn, lit. blistered.] ® [Ad obrussatn, the assaying of gold by fire.] 

45. ^ Commongers, lucrantium [others read lucranti, referring to 
Nero himself]. * Or the fleet itself, navis for classis, as classis for 
navis by the figure synecdoche. * Alluding to his chariot-running 
[later reading cirrus, ringlet, lock of hair]. * [Motto, inscription : 
Ital. impresa.] ® A satchel, ascopera. ® Ego quid polui ? 

^ Culleum [another form of budge is bouge (O. Fr.), Lat. bulga]. 

® Gallos et cum cantando exci{ta)sse [or etiam Gallos, even the Gauls]. 

Rome was wont to be served of com from Alexandria in Egypt, 
in the time of dearth especially, when Sicily, otherwise reckoned 
Horreum populi Romani, the people of Rome’s gamer, was not able 
to furnish them. Now, when instead of corn long-expected there 
arrived certain sail from thence fraught with dust and sand for the 
sports of his gallants, no marvel if all the discontentment and heart- 
burning of the people conceived against commongers and such as 
made gain by the scarcity of grain redounded upon Nero and his 
courtiers. 

t ND»' yiip ioT iyiiy. The end of some trimeter or senarian 
iambic verse in a tragedy. 

® NOr 8et i)\.aiveiy ^ tKrciv, Now 'tis high time to drive or draw. 
In both which impreses, by a tart and bitter Sarcasmus, is taxed 
his excessive love of charioteering, [Traderet is translated by some 
" give up, hand himself over." The latest reading of the passage that 
follows, suggested by A. A. Howard, Harvard Studies in Classtcal 
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Philology, vii, TStjf*, is : allrrius tcllo praeligetus sintul<p<e 

lilulus : ego egt quod f'otui, srd tu ruUeum mrniislt, " on tlic neck of 
another was fastened a leather Ixjttlc (Ijap. sack) witli the inscription, 
I have done my lx;st, but you have deserved the sack." W. Qtawncr, 
Classical Peviexf, ix, 1805, punctuate.^ ; ego quid ? pclui ; sed tu cullevm 
tneniisli, translating ; What am I ? a saeV: to drink from (dative of 
putus), but you have deserved a sack of anotJicr kind."] 

Tlie speech of the people, or of liis mother, who could not reclaim 

him. 

* As a parricide or killer of parents, etc., whose judgement w.as to 
bo sewn quick within a leather budge (Aug. 33), etc. 

* There is not only a homonym in the word [Caf/esj signifying the 
French nation and the crowing cocks, but an amphibology also in the 
sentence ; whereby it may be understood, either that Nero with his 
chanting had awakened the French, who began now to revolt, as not 
able any longer to endure his songs, or that the French awakened 
him, to bestir himself and look better aliout him ; as if they were 
the cocks indeed, to raise him out of his drowsy securitj'. 

s The ambiguity ot this word (Vindex] implicth both a private 
chastiser of servants for their faults, and also Gaius Julius Vindex. a 
revenger of public injuries and a maintainer of Uie common liberty, 
who now had taken arms against Nero. 


'■ punctuation is doubtful ; (o) comma after mother, 

^‘'’B=''’kcn once, as soon as; (6) comma after oncc«=at 
reads rather oddly. The Latin word is demum, then and 
^ without any idea of time and merely 
eraph^ise the preceding word ) » Tlic stately sepulchre of Augustus. 

upon the New-year's dav. * Deesdisse ; or 
a«i«f, stayed and gave over [or, ended up with]. 

livered brbhds^'^M n"' ''Emfv presaging tokens dc 

lead Mc circumstance of this passage 

b K ^ some other uncouth prodigies and strange sights. 

Tnurdercd°hir/tL^ ^r!^' [sullied] in another kind, as haxdng 


Ser^itii L in “L* •- not 

him for’ to enjofthe empirn'''*^*' To tf 

of his sleep. ^ ^ 7 [Cut-tLoat.] ^ out 

be Engl“hid"^L?TarZ"‘’”‘^:i- l!«lc, may 

out of Homer's verges, alludinTt^X^sbfnr"'^ engraving upon them 
Nestor's described by Homer “P 

his sister ^rrgd, Aesi. xii, 646, the words of Tumus unto 

as one would^j^ sWr^m P^EJ'Pt. called Nomi, 

yet by this placl is to u^^d N. 9 . 49 ]. 

which by the insUtotion of Augurs wL^otoiS- 

some gentieman of Rome Bv whl?h ordinanly conferred upon 

small game rather than sit ouL ^ appeareth he would play at 


98 . r [Revoked, changed.] * Single 


■waistcoat. * 'The resf 


Who adopted him. 
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were Phaon, Epaphroditus, and Ncophytus. ^ [Not a proper name, 
but=one who had been discharged from the service, retired.] ® For 
fear either of pricking his feet, or of being heard to go. ® Or into my 

grave [quick = alive]. ’ Or sodden. Pliny rdporteth {Nai. Hist. 

xxxiii, 3) that Nero devised to seethe water first, then within a glass to 
let it stand in snow, whereby it became exceeding cold, partly by the 
snow, and in part by the former decoction. A delicate drink in the 
heat of summer, ® [The nearest cella, a small, mean room for 
slaves and servants.] 

49. ^ [Rather, to which at any time he might be subjected [impen- 
denlibus).] ® Meaning his singular skill in music, for which pity it 
was he should ever die. ® Or else, Wlrat manner of artisan am 1 
now become, thus to prepare mine own funeral ? * [Perhaps formal- 
ities may express the meaning here ; cf. Cal. 59.] ® Or footman. 

* Or set. t [A piece of wood shaped like a fork which was placed 

round the neck of slaves and criminals marked out for punishment.] 
® Homer, Iliad, x [535], spoken by Nestor. ° Or his master of 
requests. to By Nero. Occasioned by the rebellion in Gaul 

and Spain. For he might do all in all with Galba (see Galba, 14). 

60 . ^ [Remains, ashes.] * [A stone coffin, sarcophagus.] ® [In 
Etruria : Carrara marble.] * [From the island of Thasos, off the 
Thracian coast.] 

61 . t Within a little of six feet. * [Handsome but wanting in 
grace or atfaactive expression.] ® [Rows, tiers.] As you may see 
in the coins and pictures of Otho the emperor ; Statius [Sitouc, i, 2, 114] 
calleth this suggeslum comae. * Haply in imitation of Apollo (who 
was Intonsus, and is called by Homer therefore dicepff-tKi^njs), because 
there especially he professed music, whereof Apollo is the patron. 

* [Partly undressed.] 

63 . ^ [At the next lustrum.] ® Or the lists. ® Or couples 

matched. * [».«. his custom was to, he would.] 

66- t Nero's city, 

86. t Atargatis or Astarte ; the same some think, as Juno [or 
Cybele]. ® Her image. ® [Protection.] 

67 . ^ Or bonnets, to testify freedom recovered [caps of liberty]. 

* Namely, to Calpurnius Asprenas, to be executed for a lying counter- 
feit [Tacitus, Hist, i, 2, ii, 9]. 



NOTES AND ANNOTATIONS UPON 
SERVIUS SULPICIUS GALBA 


1. » Or hnc. * Which proved while, as al.-o the whole brood ol 
them : Dion [xlviii, 52]. ’ {At the liens, or, tlie Fowl-house.] 

* And branches which they held in their hands [Pliny, Kat. Hist, xv, 
1^]. ‘ [Plant in small holes ] * (Wither aw.ay.] ’’ [Immedi- 

ately after the temple . . leas This temple is perhaps the temple of 
Augustus built by Livia (Pliny, Xat. Htsi. xii, y.j), later called lemplum 
dnorum from the deified emperors. As to the sceptre of Augustus, 
since the sceptre was never a distinguishing m.ark of the imperial 
power, a triumphal statue must be meant, the sceptre licing a token 
of triumph. As a sign of divinity, however, it would find a place on 
statues of the gods.] * Pliny saith the very same. [The editor is 
unable to find this reference ] 

“ [It is possible that the note in the text, which is one of the marginal 
'■ glosses," may really be meant for tlie v.athenr.g of the bay-trees and 
the dying of the hens, which is mentioned 111 Dion Cassiits, Ixiii. 29- 
Tlie ed. may have missed the reference in Pliny, but the concordance 
to the Dclphin ed. of the Nat. Ihst does not give it.] 


2. ' Or pedigree. - Froiicpe.'cm [rc.ally, great-grandson]. * Or 
courtyard. ‘ [Of direct as opposed to collateral descent.] 


3 t A gum or hardened juice issuing out of the root (when it is 
wounded) of a plant ealled ferula. * Like unto those round rolls, 
which women instead of farthingales use under their clothes beneath 
the waist, called in Latin ga/6ri. ® Resembling maggots. * [Oak- 
trees bearing edible acorns] ^ Perfidta .according to M. Tullius 
Cicero in his Bnitus [23]* Some expound it otlicravise, namely, for 
their treachery [Livy, xlv, 35]. *7000 as Valerius Maximus saitli 

[ix, 6, 2]. s Of Viriathus the captain thereof. * [Or crouch- 
backed, hunchbacked.] • When his time by course came. 

" narration is reported ol Hipparchia and Crates the 

Theban, a Cynic philosopher [Diogenes LaUrtius. vi, 5. 7]. 


4. ‘ SupposUa.oT rather, as some read. Superposila. upon. * Livia 
ce na. Or Ocellaris. * As the manner was in kissing young 
cluldren. [ti. /. rogoTgeitg. "have a bite at."] « Galba. 

. ^ fortunate and signify good. » For some be fruitless. 

waL^^*" court-gate. >» Or door-siU [threshold], “ Or 


father of Nero. » Quingenties HS. ; some read quin- 
quagus. 5,000,000 [C. 18, annot.]. > Ad quingenta. sc. sesteriia. 

thani,-/ Soddess of flowers, or else in 

r^onV nf courtesan named Flora, who made the 

people of Rome her heir and gave the city a great sum of money, out of 
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the yearly increase whereof were the charges defrayed that went to 
these licentious plays. 2 substituted in the room of another 
deceased. ® Caligula. * Or under. ® Or Mandilions [soldier’s 
cloak]. ® Or laborious. 

Tessera data. However this word [Tessera] in our author hath 
other significations, to wit, of a watchword, a signal, a tally or ticket, 
etc. Yet here verily it seemeth to be put for a precept or command, 
whether it were delivered by word of mouth unto those that stood 
next, or in writing, and so passed through the camp, it matters not. 

•> It may appear that Gaetulicus their former general had allowed 
his soldiers more liberty and pastime. 

7. ^ Licences or permits to be absent from camp. 2 [Hardened, 

experienced.] 2 [Raids, inroads.] * Caligula. * [Made an ex- 
cellent impression or appearance.] ® Much about our peck. ’ ^3, 
2S. 6d. sterling. ® [Ownership : also = owner.] ® As some horse or 
mule. [Supply “ it was.”] 21 Covered all over the head. 

8. 2 Sacris faciundis, or Sibyllinis libris inspicxendis, to oversee 
sacrifices and divine service or to peruse the prophetical books of 
Sibylla. They were in number fifteen. 2 Carrying in a light litter 
or chair. 2 \_Rerum, of affairs, conditions.] * Or dint [stroke] of 
lightning. 2 Lacum ; others read Lttcxtm, a grove. 

2 These were also called Titii, by Tacitus [Amt. i, 54 ; Hist, ii, 95], 
instituted by Tatius, king of the Sabines. 

They took their name of Augustus, like as other orders after- 
wards, as Flaviana, etc., of the emperors following. 

9. ^ And therefore not to be crucified. 2 Solatia et honors, or 
comfortable honour (hendiadys). 2 por they be stirring spirits, that 
arc looked into irt a State. * Or Lieutenant [governor]. * [Of 
distinguished family.] 

10. ^ Enfranchising. - Some nobleman’s son of Rome. 2 gy 
Nero. * Or lord-general limperator]. * As if they had served 
their full time, and were now called forth again by way of honour. 
® Who usually wore rings of iron. 2 Dertosam [a town in Spain, on 
the left bank at the mouth of the Iberus (Ebro)] appulit : others, 
Decitrsa appulit, hulled down the tide ; or, as the wind did drive it. 
® Omittcrent, or amittererit, lose. 

2 In habit of a woman and wdth wings, holding forth a garland in 
the right hand, and bearing in her left an olive branch, as is to be seen 
in many antique coins. 

A trunk of a tree, or post erected, upon which hung the armour 
and apparel of enemies slain and despoiled. 

11. ^ Notwithstanding that upon the death of Nero he was declared 
emperor at Rome. 

12. 2^ Either by waste in melting or bj' the crafty conveyance of the 
gold-founder. 2 Ordhiario dispensalori ; or thus, one Ordinarius his 
steward. 2 of pease or beans. ^ [Or Canus.] ® Or pence, 
3s. id. ob. [=obolus, -id.] English. 

13. 2 See Turnebus, Adversaria, v, 2. * [Well-known.] * Hush 

or whist, an interjection of silence [latest texts omit St, and read 
Onesimus for lo Simus]. * [Or simply, carried out the singing and 
repetition with suitable gestures (egeruni).] 

14. 2 Or Vinius. 2 [j^ssessor, a judge’s assistant.] * [Lazi- 
ness.] ■* Knighthood. 2 Suntmae eguestris gradus, or suntint 
cqucslris ordinis. ® Seventy-three. Gentlemen and senators. 
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“ During which time were held the festival days of the Saturnalia, 
New-year's tide and others. 

16 . ^ Which amounted, according to Tacitus [Hisf. i, 20] to bis el 
vtcies miliessesterlium, 2200 millions. * Tacitus saith thirty. ’[In 
a position, had not enough means.] 

16 . ^ [Nearly all classes.] 

17 . ' [The midst of.] ’ Semper : or super, besides. 

18 . * [Besprinkled ; sec note Tib. 60.] * To avert the harm 

prognosticated thereby. > Like a mourner. ’ Ominous tokens, 
presaging his brittle state. ’ Or chair of estate [C. 76]. 

19 . * Of the praetorians. - Cuirass [here, a coat of quilted 
leather, sometimes plated with iron]. ® [Deluded by false reports,] 

* They used in old time such cuirasses (instead of breastplates) 
made of linen webs, folded eighteen times and more. For so Nicetas 
Acominatus, Rerum Isaact Angeh, WTiteth [i, 8], li elt 

KTUKaldcKa (Tol tXcIu Ti toD Opiauaros avfiJrrOyftaTa ; which folds 
t^oughly steeped and soaked in vinegar or austere wine, 
wi sa put thereto, and afterwards well driven and wrought together 
in mann^ o felt, became so stiff and an armour of so good proof, 

as that it would check the 

dint of any dart or shot whatsoever. 

Attl^ « t'""/ thus reproved by Galba, it was Julius 

the name of 'ytiteth [ Hi jf. 1, 35), one of those who went under 
“■ ["■•a-tchmen armed with a pike] ; or 

tmns e r Ifwif e^Ploycd in espial, execu- 
pZ»on<mt^J l =tlso in the clause, Dimofa 

comZn ^ u ° ^ "“^erstood the multitude of the people and 
opposition to MMeT'^'^ soldiers ; for so Pagani are taken, as in 

then^gcnerSv°'a^hnH^-”*f'' ensign, or the officer carrying it : 

.r'sCr." 

Seslerit: apiece*^^L''S°m roun^ "ere valued at one hundred 
Edward Star-Reals 1, or fifteen sS'l^ne"^ 
putation one of them ariseth to fi'fWn 
penny, the fourth part ^Tst of tfiJ ^ 

hundred deniers or Attic drachm;i.i^ (containing one 

two^shillings, six pence sterling. which maketh three pounds, 

flung their Lads. wL° b^^fommL'd'^f’fte'^c'^'^’ 

was called Sestertius^. Plutarch [Go/fra 2y] to death, 

21. Or bunch [wen], = Or swatWnVband. 

wereenough^omaLTLeaHL“t&eLdUte^"“'‘•'’^T 

on 1 r , . . . '■leuuants.j - Made smooth. 


d 3 . [=raarketstead. market-place le n-„ 

the opinion concerning liim.l the Forum.] 


' [Holding 


' [-Spur-rial, -royal, so called b”caiisp 

the rowel of a spur.] cause the reverse bore a sun like 

’ [Instead of Sijirrfprior, Secnriioior 

read.] • ^^t. sessonum, is now generally 



NOTES AND ANNOTATIONS UPON 
MARCUS SALVIUS OTHO 


1 . ^ [Descended.] - Or his, Camillus’s [Cl. 13]. ^ Otho. 

» Not without the rampart and precinct of the camp, where was 
the ordinary place of execution, nor by the ministry of a centurion, 
who by order was deputed to see justice done ; but in the ver>' face 
and most frequented quarter of the camp called Principta, not far 
from the lord-general’s .pavilion, and where the principal captains 
quartered and lodged ; wherein also the main standard named the 
eagle and other military ensigns of the bands and cohorts were Iccpt, 
even in his own sight, being general, whose manner was not to be 
present. 

2 . ^ April 28. ® [Or swinged = thrashed.] * [Who enjoyed 

great favour there.] * [Tantum potentia valuit, had so much influ- 
ence. " Bare such a side ” somewhcLt resembles the modern slang use 
of " side,"] ® For pardon. ® Restoring to his former state. 
[The senate could condone such offences, but the emperor alone had 
the privilege of granting restitution of rights.] 

® This hide and gross land of sport was thereupon called Sagatio, 
not unlike to that pastime with us in some places called the canvassing, 
and elsewhere the vanning of dogs [tossing in a canvas sheet or winnow- 
ing-fan]. 

8. ^ Rufrius Crispinus. ® Until be could put away Octavia. 
* So writeth Plutarch [Galba, 19], but Tacitus [Ann. xiii, 45] difiereth 
from this narration. * Partner with him in love of that mistress. 
[The account in Tacitus, Hist, i, 13, agrees in the main with Plutarch 
and Suetonius, hut in the Annals her connexion with Otho is spoken 
of as matrimoniuM.] ® Pledge or gage, to wit, Poppaea. ® How 
Nero had been excluded and shut out of doors, etc. * IMimum, 
farce, comedy.] ® [As a rule only those who had been consuls or 
praetors wore appointed provincial governors.] * Without severity. 

Without pillaging, polling, and extortion. 

* For after that by command of Nero he and Poppaea were in 
some sort put asunder, he solicited her as being his own wedded wife 
to keep him company, which, in regard of her marriage with Nero, was 
held adultery. 

4. ^ On Nero. * IPepromiUens ; rather, promising in addition, 
as no mention is made of his having promised the throne to Otho on 
a previous occasion,] ® Galba. * 15s. yd. 06. in English. 

6. ^ [Swindled out of.] • * Speadatoribus [bodyguards]. * 100 

.*\urei : everj' aureus being 15s. yd. ob. 

0 . ' Itcligious scrupulosity. * January, 15. * Or close chair, 

wherein women use to be carried. * [Where the general’s quarters 
were.] 
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* A column erected in the upper end or head of the Forum Romanum, 
at which all the principal highways in Italy began, with directions 
thereon engraven, to every gate of the city leading unto the said high- 
ways. 

7 . ^ Which either were of wax, or painted. Commonly of 
brass, stone, or such solid matter. “ Or ghost. * By observing 
the sacred bu-ds. 

* Some read dtreXoit for aiXott, to no good sense at all. But the 
latter aceprdeth well with Juvenal, Sat. xi, 34, 35, who to the same 
effect saith 

Buccae 

Noscenda est mensura tuae, 

and proverbially implieth thus much, that he was not able to manage 
the empire. [Later texts of Juvenal do not agree with H. either textu- 
ally or in punctuation. Cf. also Citcro, ad. Ait. ii, 16.] 

8. * For Fabius Valens and Aulus Caecina were come with a power 

out of Germany into Italy. 2 jjy Otho and the senate. ® Clas~ 
Siam. * [Rather, arms] with which the 17th cohort, sent for out of 
the colony Ostia before to Rome, should be armed. 2 Xhe praetorian 
or ^ard soldiers. * Who, to the number of fourscore, with many 
ladms Were at supper that night with Otho, and by the soldiers suspected 
to h^e plotted his death. ’ [The accounts in Tac. Hist, i, 80-82 
and Flutarch. 0 /Ao, 3, should be compared with this.] » Of hlars. 
Di infernal god so named as if dives, rich as Pluto, from 

Floutos (»Xowot, riches), because all things arise out of the earth and 
fall into It again. » [At the twenUeth milestone.] 

e^rci/ns. Which served in camp or as garrison 
"'hether they were Romans, Germans, or .any 

b ® associate naUons, it skilled not. 

enter ®nterprised a war-voyage should 

shields called "'here hung the sacred scutcheons or 

snear alsf nf that shake the 

This had Oibn ""ithal Mars, Vigila, Awake, Mars. 

bestowed thpm ^ ° ff' the religious ceremony not 

Destowed them quietly again in their places. 

Castor anTpollu^**^ m Caslronim. or rather Caslorum, of 

- they W.re in LsSo^ 

[a plebeia^tobune^^-b^^^i*^ ^ ^ ^ Angusticlavius 

from the sons of nobles, who" worSe 

»Fo^felr^hi:hrd?houlfcm^^^^^^ 

a^Th;?K“ “P false hair, 

also, a very Psthl^m^ ae^^h” wheat 

keep hair hom Xo"ring e^nec^allv -iepilatory. to 

juice or liquor apmoonate being wet and soaked in some 

tunny fish; etc. ^To Cs effem^^f ' the 

Juvenal [ii, 107] in this verse ; ^^“^^th the satyric poet 

Etpressum in faciem digiUs extenders fanem. 
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AULUS VITELLIUS 


1 . ^ [Faunus, an old Italian rural deity identified with the Greek 

Pan, is also represented as a legendary king of I^liuni.] - Or 
causey [C. ^.j]. * [A hill on the left side of the Tiber, adjoined to 

Rome by a bridge. Here the old god Janus was supposed to have 
built a town or citadel.] * [By the Romans.] 

“ This Quintus Eulogius was the freedman of the said Quintus 
Vitcllius. (This is a conjecture of Casaubon. Nothing is known of 
such a person. Others read e/ogii and take it with libdtits, a pamphlet 
eulogising the family history of the Vitcllii. lilogtum is properly 
an inscription under an ancestral bust.] 

2 . * Su/orem vettramenlariuin [one who patched up old shoes]. 

® Seciionibus [sale by auction of confiscated goods] rl cogv.iltttis [the 
ofiicc and emoluments of an informer]. * Or proscribed and out- 
hawed. [In Campania, mod. Noccra.] ® Which as Onuphrius 
[Ono/rio Panvinio (1529-68), Italian antiquarian and historian] saith, 
was Nepos. ® [Tac. Ann. ii, 48, where his name is mentioned.] 
’ Of Gcrmanicus Caesar. ® Aulus [Tac. /Inn. v, 8]. ' Or restraint 

of liberty and duress. Or President [ptnefedus]. A Collu- 

tion [mouth-wash], windpipe. [Wheedling, flatter- 

ing.] Or salute after a devout manner. Caligula. Which 
be the reverent gestures used in worshipping the gods. Sec Pliny, Nttl. 
Hist, xxviii, 25. So called because they were solcmnircd but once 

in a hundred, or a hundred and ten years. A man of ... . 

Some read Seciionibus cl Suluris, expounding it thus, .as if his 
son bad been not a cobbler but a shoemaker indeed, occupied in cutting 
of new shoes and sewing them together. 

k These kind people, so double diligent about the feminine sex. lie 
fitly called good women’s men, and, doting overmuch upon their wives, 
U.vorii in I.atin, ns one would say bridegrooms still. Such a one ^neca 
[Frag. 83] makes report he knew, who could not endure to be without 
his wife’s company one minute of an hour ; and if upon ncces.sity he 
went abroad into the town, yet would be take with him a stomacher 
of hers and wear it ever next his heart, etc. 

' No doubt the same was garnished with gold, rich stones, and 
precious pearls [PIin\', Hoi. Hist, is, 35, 1 1^]. 

•t It may be gathered it was Uctniplegia, which %vc call the dead 
palsy, taking the one side of the body and most commonly ensuing 
upon an apoplexy, if it were not the very ai>oplcxy itself (wliicli is none 
other but a universal palsy) considering the quick dispatch it made. 

3 . > September 24. * September 7. ’ Or fortune by the 

horoscope of his nativity. Or emperor {intpcralorcr:). * -A. 
deviser of new fashions and forms of filthy unclcanncss. 
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4 . * [" For ” is supcriluous,] 

5 . * [These curators were two in number, one of whom looked after 
public works, the other after sacred edifices, altliough the former often 
included the latter.] 

6. ' Peccased. - [That is, with an attempt at parricide.] 

7 . * Venetae [the Blues], v/hich Galba likewise with them favoured. 
* ^ad it not been that. To break up this long sentence, a semicolon 
might be put after " affected " and " that " omitted, with a comma 
after " yield " : or, “ But as “ . . . " yield," omitting " so that."] 

[Confining, properly of hawks in a coop : " mew'S " arc so called 
^causc the king s falcons were originally kept in the Mews near Charing 
Cross.] * For in such tenants dwelt, whereas the owner himself 
kept beneath. « [For " and " read " he."] 

* He meancth the crew, or faction of charioteers holding of the 
blue or watchet colour, which Vitelluis and Galba both affected. 

_■ ® O" apace.] * Vicos, or streets : of Colonia Agrip- 

pina [Dilogne] where all this was done, as some [Tac. Nist. i, 57] write. 
’ The lord-general's lodging. 

nve?’ of Fabius Valens by the Alps, and of Caecina 

Gaul / [Encircled, flew round about.] => In 

Gaul, within the province Narbonensis [mod. Vienne]. 

nenod here Some conclude the former 

^^01^0?^' « “"‘once thus. Pari vanitatc. With like 

but it is difficult ^*’=^‘®S-“adinghcreisAi,X<ifffi 
intended as a tmnslation of M "’’’f ‘I'is means, unless it is 

Pis Jlanibus.] r Or maus^leur''''' s^r 

[With unsheathed ensigns, inter signa et 

< [Rather, coiLul.] Nero Or folkmote {comitia). 

river Allia m wLch battle fought that day near the 

who following th^team of Zt"® -T“ overthrown by the French, 

Rome forced the city, and ^ ,t to tte°Iack “"“‘^ tbeir ensigns to 

was the book of Nero^r^nH Dominicus, for so it may seem 

would be called Po^ to himself, who 

citalem, thievery. ^ “Ta ”trafnp?'°’^r * -Errorf/atejn / or ftira- 

public contest : Cl. 21.] K'ndiators.] » [Engage in a 

"orgies"*' ' here rather 

[cf. C. 18, annot.]. ^’Orchareer ^ ^ 400,000.] ^3125 sterling 
“ Cornelius Celsus [i, a] findeth no Mmerva. s Scarorttm. 
demned vomiting, Offensus /■nn,^ "ntt Asclepiades r, who con- 

vorandi facuHatem moliuntur as ejidendo 

by daily casting up their goig“seek to^nnt,'^“i 
— - ;; faurge seek to enable themselves for beastly 

J Prusias in Bithynia {124 b c 
settled in Rome,] \ ^ • 


). a famous physician whe 
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cormandisc. And to the same purpose he saith: Istud luxuna 
causa fieri non oportere, that this ought not to be put in use for to 
maintain riotous excess. He admonisheth also. Ne quis qut valere 
ei senescere volet, hoc guotidianum facial. That no man who desireth 
to live long and in health would make it a daily practice. But Seneca 
[Ad Helviam, x, 3] reproveth such very aptly in these words : 

Edunt id votnant, vomunt ut cdant. 

They cat to vomit, and they vomit to eat. 

If Scams were not the gilt-head, a delicate fish, no doubt it was 
in those days, and better esteemed than the acipcnser, the sturgeon. 
It cheweth cud and hath, plain teeth to grind withal, not indented like 
a comb or sawi ® [Later texts have a Parlhia.'} 

14 . * [Playfellows.] * [Reached, held out.] ® As our scriveners 
and attorneys do, for other men [slipulator, one to whom verbal acknow- 
ledgment of a debt is made in the presence of witnesses]. * Of 
chariot-runners venclae factionis. ® [Having an idea.] ® [Nova 
spe, that is, had hopes of a revolution.] ’ [H. is here translating 
veraculis. Later edd. have vernaettUs, lit. home-bred slaves, here 
uscd= buffoons. Madvig suggested gencthliacis, those who calculated 
nativities.] ® Astrologers. ” Or be seen [lit. in existence]. 

Not in Rome and Italy only, as before be denounced unto them. 
11 Or by a rvise woman of that country where the people Chatti inhabit, 
in Germany. ** [Something like " who had foretold " must be 
supplied here.] 

® Veraculis or vericulis, or divinacuHs : all to one sense. Such as will 
take upon them to tell fortunes, etc. Women of this profession 
Apuleius [Afek ix, 129] termeth veralrices. 

Bonnm factum. The usual preface or preamble premised before 
edicts and proclamations, Boni ominis causa. 


15. ^ Upper and lower. ® [H. has omitted in absentis verba. 
some swore allegiance to V. in his absence, others in his presence.] 
® Or offer. ‘‘[= Scroll, document.] ^ Nihil tarn inetuens ; some 

read meluenlcs, to this sense, that he chased them fearing no such thing. 
® The faction of Flavius Vespasianus. For ye must remember 

how much he was given to gormandise. ® Pugionem or rapier, a 

pungendo, quia punctim potius qttam caesint vulncrat [because it wounds 
rather by pricking than cutting]. 

“ By this ceremony he seemed to resign up his empire. 


16 , ^ Or Utter. ® That made his dainty pastry-works and sweet- 
meats, meet ^ooms to accompany such a glutton. ® Or bandolier. 
® Fifteen-sMIIing pieces and better. 

» Making semblance thereby that he was fled and gone ; for the 
manner was, at the porter's lodge door, if nobody were within, to 
tic up a mastiff dog, for to give warning abroad if any man came. 
And not far from the said lodge, such a dog wth a chain was usually 
painted upon the wall with these words in great letters ; 


Cave, Cave Canem, Beware, Beware the Dog. 

17 . * Or the vaward. [Cal. 21]. * Or market-place. » Sacra 

Via [C. 46] reacheth from the palace to the Forum. ‘ * As a gag. 

[At one time ... at another time.] * Or firebrand, because he 
burnt tile Capitol. ’ Or platter-knight, for his gormandise and huge 
platter aforesaid [13]. s Caligula. » [Tib. 53.] ^ 
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18- ^ Or Becco, a beak in Englisli, vbicli may somewhat confirm tlic 
learned conjecture of him, who gucsseth that both our ancient nation 
and language were c.xtract from Gaul. [The word, of course, still 
exists in mod. Fr. hec.] 

® He meaneth that Gnllus Galtinaceus, or dunghill cock, that before 
had perched upon his head and shoulders, alluding to the French, who 
are likewise named CaUi. 


NOTES AND ANNOTATIONS UPON 
FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS AUGUSTUS 


1 . i Galba. Otho, Vitellins 2 [Abided, sufiered.] 2 [Qld 
Sabine town, mod. Rieti.] * Or, after the battle, fled from him. 
® Such be called Catisarii. ® Ptiblicanus, or publicus, both to the 
same effect. ’ Or customer [custom-house officer]. 8 Or Colonel. 
® Or camp-master [pracfectus caslronint]. Beyond the river Po 

in respect of Rome. 1* [In bulk, or at a fixed price, by contract.] 

” The fortieth part [zi p.c.]. [Perhaps] the fortieth penny of all 
bargains of sales that were unlawful. 

8. * The emperor. 2 November 17. ® In the seventeenth 

year of his age. ■* [Anteambtdonem, a slave or client who went before 
his master or patron to clear the way.] ^ [Others, infensum, that is. 
Gains.] 

“ Which had a border or broad guard about it, embroidered with 
purple studs like nail-heads, and therefore was called Latiis clavus, 
and thereupon Senators themselves Laiiclavti. 

3 . ^ Or notary. * Or keeper of her books and accounts. 

4 . ^ [Vectis.] • [Had great influence.] ® Nero. ^ Or turnips. 

® Mangonicos quaestus, which extendeth also to slaves and old wares or 
thripperie [=frippcry, old clothes]. ® Judaea. ’’ Who then 
looked for their Messias and do so still. ® Or governor, Sabinus. 

® Gallus. 2 ° The main standard. ** Roman. ^2 These cornets 
and cohorts seem to be auxiliaries. Titus. Or provinces 

rather in the East part. 

“ In lieu of tpvWo^oKla . ; for in token of love and affection they 
should have heaped upon him gay flowers, green leaves, and pleasant 
fruits. 

^ This no doubt had relation to the prophecy of the True Messias 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. The very words imply no less, according 
with these out of Holy Scripture : 'Ex trou 6 ijyoil/to'os, 

etc. Read Josephus, vi, 31, of the destruction of Jerusalem. 

5 . ^ One of those that pry into beasts' bowels. 2 Tertulla, the 
grandmother of Vespasian. * Wlio wrote the Jewish history. * Ves- 
pasian's [? Galba’s]. 

® There is a hill of that name in Judaea. And because answers 
had been given from thence and nothing there was to be seen, neither 
image of a god, nor temple, but a bare altar, and the reverence only 
of the place, both Tacitus [Hist, ii, 78] and Suetonius by the name of 
Carmelus call that unknown god unto them, who reigneth for ever. 

This sight and the other following betokened sovereignty unto 
Vespasian, who warred then in the East countries Judaea and SjTia. 

lot 


FLAVIUS W^SPASIANUS AUGUSTUS 

6. ■ [Kciidv ; I-r. i'r/c.] ' Or (jovcrnor ’ Tl.e first day. • llic 

mil otVilv [Tac. //m;, li. 7<>. make. U tlic [\\ hin « 

UcmiUcs. oi' near l.is cleatl, : unless rMuv.a o!.Usfana urgent enUraty.] 
' No marvel tlien if the armies tiicrc inclmcd to \ csp.T.ian. M\ia- 
anus. » Unto Vcsp.a-ian. * Yolopatnis. 

7. 1 [Chtn/ra, defences, key.] » [Kather. to luavc been admitted 
by nobody.] ’ KiRblv miles ; Iiappily [perbapsj tlie .same whom 
Tacitus [Hisf n, jSj rcjKirtclh to have Ik-cii the priest of Carinclus. 
{They are different )>ersoas.] • Vrsp.i«'ian. " (Botli proved 

successful.] . , 

a Thi.s Da.silides scemeth rallier to have Ijccn some priest, or pnn- 
cip.al man of note, and not libertiis, his fre.-dmnn, as .some copic,s 
have But whoever he was, to the settinp forward of this design of 
Vespasian, .Voiurii ef omen noi [Gr. IVaeiXfi's, king]. 


8. ^ In taking part against him [tlm defeated Vitelli.ans]. * Or 
charge [according to Oisaiil>on, prarfectura alarum^ a cavalry command : 
Aug. 38 ]. ’'[Unfriendly, stern.] * Per ticfs; some read per 
I'lfos, along the towns and villages. " B.arc-footcd. * WlicrcM 
they had been free stales. ’ I'or in them were engraven the public 
evidences and records, etc. 


8. t Claudius his wife * Of senators and gentlemen. ’ [\Va.s 
the right of a citizen (nviff fasque ) ) 

10 . * Tile vacation during the civil troubles. * Which pertained 
to the ccntumvirs' court : to wit, civil causes between private persons, 
a.s probates of testaments, etc [Cicero, rfe Orot. i. 36. Aug. 36.] 

• Plaintiffs and defendants 

» Out of tile 35 Tribes of Rome were chosen certain Judges or 
Commissioners, named Ccntumvirs. to wit, out of every Trilic three, 
and albeit tficir number arose to a hundred and five, yet roundly 
they went for a hundred, and so were called. Tlie.se 1 say, being 
ordained StliUius Judicaiidis. determined priv.ate and civil matters 
between man and man. de T’rstamciiti.s. SltUicidiis, and such like of 
no great moment Tlicy put forth or erected a spear in the place 
where they sat in jurisdiction, whereupon their court was named 
IJasla Crnliinifiralts [see Aug. 36}. 

11 . ' Si junussel, as S.abclUcus cxpoundclh it ; or. at large [in a 
general sense], carnally. 

12 . ' By which salt {sal) was brought out of the Sabine country to 
Rome. * Who were but of mean calling. s Being tlirce-scorc 
of age, and therefore past the ambitious desire of such glory. [The 
Engli.sh is obscure, and the reading doubtful. The meaning must 
TC that it was a long time before lie would accept these honours.] 
" [h am merely introduces a new subject.] 

13 . ' Liberlalem, which the Greeks call s-appij^fo. 2 His friend. 
’ For he was the chief helper of him to the empire. ‘ Whatsoever 
you are. noting him for that he was Patkjcus. * Noting Vcsp.asian, 
as if he had a longing eye after his we.altli and therefore sought his 
condemnation, » Post domtnationnn ; others damnationem, after 
he was condemned ; for Vespasian had banished all philosophers out 
of Rome and confined this Demetrius to an island [Dion, Ixvi. 15]. 

Alluding to the name Cymicus. For these philosophers took this 
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denomination Cynics, either of their dogged and currish demand, or 
of a place where they taught and disputed, called Cynosarges. 

14 . ^ Or Morboviam, according to which phrase we say, The foul ill 
[morSiis] take thee ; the Greeks efe Kiparat, the crows eat thee ; the 
Latins in malam crucem. Go hang. 

15 . ^ Not Caesar nor Augustus nor Imperator. 

16 . ^ [= Strange ; he did not hesitate, made no difficulty about.] 

17 . “'Which in Augustus Caesar's time amounted to 1,200,000 
sestertii, triple to the worth of a Roman knight. 

18 . ^ Artificers, for so Livy [vii, 2] termeth ludios el hisiriones, stage- 
players. * Or hired. [Arlifices is rather sculptors or painters. 
" Bought up ” is the old reading coemit, for which Graevius conjectured 
Coae Veneris, to be taken with refectorem, “ the restorer of the Coan 
Venus and also of the Colossus,” the colossal statue of Nero in the 
Golden House. Pliny, Nat. Hist, xxxvi, 5, 27, says the artist is un- 
known : Ignoratur artifex cjtts quoque Veneris, quant Vespasianus 
imperator in operibtis suae Pads dicavit.] ® Or reward. * To 
allow them wages for their painful labour in such works rather than to 
have the same done without them and, as we say, to keep poor people 
at work, 

“ This Colossus Zenodorus, a famous workman, made beforetime 
for Nero. 

19 . ^ Ear delights, as players, musicians, etc. [Aug. 74]. ® [Later 

texts, Apelles.] “ Recta : in opposition to sportulae [Aug. 74]. 
* [A dealer in salt fish, salsanientarius, rapixiM-Tropos. The fish was 
salted in square slabs or ki)/3oi ; or the first part of the compound 
may be from Kipior, Lat. cybium, tunny-fish ; crdfcrijs is one who 
loads an animal with wares for sale. The king was the false Seleucus, 
who became the husband of Berenice, the daughter of Ptolemy XIII 
Auletes, who soon put him to death : Dion, xxxix, 57 ; Strabo, xvii, 
I, II.] ® [A famous mime.] 

“ As namely, Pueros Symphoniacos, etc., choristers or quiristers 
with most sweet breaths and pleasant voices, etc. 

- For then had women their Saturnalia, like as the men in December. 
Those festival holidays were called Matronalia, in memorial of lady 
Hersilia and other noble dames, who in old time upon that day inter- 
posed themselves as Mediatrices between the Romans and Sabines 
ready to strike a most bloody battle. 

20 . ^ [Quadraius, Gr. Terpiyovos, full-square, neither too tall nor 
too short.] * [=Siege, Fr. sUge, privy.] “ A round place of 
exercise belonging to the baines. Some would have it to be a tennis- 
court. ^ Natural. 24 hours. 

“ This is reprehended by Cornelius Celsus, ii, 14, in these words : 
Neque audiendi sunt, qui nuntero finiunt, quoties aliquis perfricandus 
est ; ilhtd enim ex viribtis hominis colligendum est. 

21 . Or arose before day, de node vigilabat. Sextus Aurelius 
[Victor, Epit. de Caesaribus, ix, 15] writeth of him that he watched all 
night. Pliny [Pliny the Younger [Epist. iii, 5 . 9 ) m an account of his 
uncle, says ; " Before daybreak he used to visit the emperor, for he 
too (Vespasian) made use of the night ” (nam ille quoque noctibiis utebatur), 
but the ed. is unable to find ut . , . irajicerd] also saith Node uti 
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sotitiim : til dirniDi iictin r.orlihii^, el noctiiritos dietus Irajicerrl. ’ A 
secret, or rctinni; pl.ice. 

^ To be carricil In'twcen men in a cliatr or scat called thereupon 
Sella j^eslaljtia, or I.eeliea. Olstit rcctconcth sundrj' sortt of this 
gestation, to wit, .Viiii, Lre.'ica, Seat<tuo. I'ehicuh. 

22 ’ III semper aliat cum. amicis ; otli<-rs read, et super ateas com.- 
muwsstmus, and whiles he played at harard. etc. ’ A word in Latin 
that signifieth carts or wains. ’ And not Moms. * Cwn per- 
diicla, etc., nol penliiclje, in arpiiti- contrary sense, as if he had given her 
so much. Quadrnp,inta Seslertiii, or quadriupenta sesterlia, .100,000. 
* To wit, in the page of receipts. 

® I'or it was an ordinary matter in supper-time, between the 
.services and several dishes, to ca.st the Dice or cocirall bones by fits, 

■* Pratlerlala verba by the figmc aiiliphrasis [nsc of words in a nc-n.sc 
opposite to their real meaning} are put for Mich word.s as beseemed not 
either the mouth or the e.ar.s of Praelexlalt. youths wcll-lK>rn and of 
gentle blood descended, who in truth rdiould lie modest and maiden- 
like , and in like manner prartextati mores .signify such behaviour. 
[Praetexlatus, as applied to manners and language = immodest (cf. 
Juvenal. 11, 170, Sic prneleilalas trferuni .dilarala mares, they take 
back to their native Artaxata the immode.st manners of Home), appar- 
ently with tlic idea of bs-ing di'-guiscd or veiled {praetexere), of equivocal 
meaning, hr. double eiilnue ] < /- 1 

doth Mgmfy ^ ridiculous vanity, which <p\arpos in Greek 

•' Or, if ye read lieforc perduelae. it must so .stand in the page of 
hid'mwn t? «'■ Vespasian beloved ; a.s if he 

mdo^tnm ’ should h.avc given 

'.These lines are. from .Menander’s OtepoMiTi/rr, tlic rod- 
possessed or prophetic girl. Latest tcxt.s give thenr a.s follows : ^ 

I.itd» droSarijr, a’-Dit /f dpxer fret 
~i' KtjpvXot. 

CXiiT ""'S'SJi - ‘jj, ’?“r • 

cause. ’ For to receive the m came to solicit his osvn 

not of thaM.ne ><> A hlazL °^"’r 

S”'" *"■' ,w” ™ 

advancing forward' 

pike rather he likeneth this gangrcl rsHm Hnl° '°"5 

' Either of fullers, walkers SwV fellow], 

occupied much thereof .about their Ha.i R-'^f'crcd and 

commonly stood in odd comers am *’'= *"^5 that 

man’s water that he made as he wnt ’’eccivc every 

24 . J [Twinges and symptoms 1 • -n 

[sulphurous springs in the Sabine counirC^i'''^'' Cutiliac 

oaomc country] as Pliny writeth [AVf. 
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NOTES AND ANNOTATIONS UPON 
TITUS FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS 
AUGUSTUS 

1 . ^ December 30. 

A place in Rome so called of a building there, which stood upon 
seven courses of columns or pillars, arising all round and higher ever>' 
fnnnri ^ othcr m manner of so many circles or girdles [not to be con- 
founded with that built later by Septimius Severus]. 

= Britannicus. a [Prex-ious 

circumstances.] * Britannicus. 

insn”lrHnrr^r« a physiognomer, xvho hath taken upon him by 
position fsurh . to tell one’s nature and dis- 

hy natural inclin ^ Zopj-rus was. who noted Socrates for to be 
byl^kilTe ortretri.'' wanton lover of women), but a fortune-teller 
these days by the '• ffist. xxxv, lo]. such as in 

they shall iivo and twia°/nnf “5“^ folk, how long 

of tLir hands’ or bv fenl-ei palms 

man shall have etc As vam as^th’'^^^'^ 1 ?’ 'k ^ 
the husband’s and the wifet who, by counUng the letters of 

of them shall bar>- the other «>nfident]y pronounce whether 


skilfed!]^"'"'""'"’ t "• I] wlleth .najfs/as. 


= [Un 


importance.^ ’^Ii^nterSnine 11 undertaking causes of greater 
lake Gennc.sarct ‘ lOr ne-^r whatsoever. « Near to 

understood ■ScripL'LftcstiWnu'foT^’h’V’'^^ Suetonius are to be 
were erected Such also werp ^ oi^^wbat considerations such statues 
to .show the Offences and C^uses'w^^^^ “V" <=«<=“tions. 

among the Romans in their eotc^m A thing usual 

as may appear by that whiclf stn^ province soever, 

Christ. ^ upon the Cross of our Saviour 

empire, bur^he'hofj^ arOTs'Id^by rte 'f*" ’ [Not the 

first was. nbbon, such as the royal diadem at 


6. * [Unlike a citizen.] 


' Another form of faix (Nero. ao. annot) 
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notes and annotations upon 

FLAVIUS DOiMITIAXUS 


1 'Octnl>cr24. M.mtiarv. » A place ro callctnite n' Wore, 
ad capita lluhuta [Aiij; 5] and ad Oallir.a, [C.. i]. ‘ Tor liis 

life. ‘Or nbiiiO rnilirr. ‘ Betueen \ ilcllitr. niul Jii^ 
Vc^paMan ami tiicir (action-;. ‘ f/rff/ifiMii, sacn.staii.] Hie 

cmiirror'f, ron ami heir appareiil ot the rmpirr. * As beitip a youn{; 
prime ami a Gac.sar. . 

“ This was tome satirical poem. o( winch Juvenal [iv, looj writetn 

thus • 

Inipiclwr ialirair: scrilcnlc cir.aedo [NeroJ. 

t) A s'cstmcnt of white linen alter the nianncr of a surplice ; for 
such priests thcrcn[)on wete n.anicil I.tr.ir.rn 


2. ' Optrihus, deeds nml exploits (otliep', vpitais], * \MncU 
Ixigan the first o( Jamiary, in his own rlRlit and not in the vacant room of 
others ‘ IVace concliidcd lictsveen the two nations 
settled ■' To his hami '' seems to mean, without his having an.vlhing to 
do with It] * Canonisation (or a god. 


3 ' Hornnum. or (or a certain time of the day: some s-ay three 
hours [r.athcr read l.oraium, a p.artitivc genitive, some hours]. 

4 ‘ ,1/iisiis. every o( which ordin.anly consisted of .'even races. 

‘ Or slippers. ‘ [College o( prir,sts instituted by him. similar to the 
•.\ugustalcs ] * Xiphilimis [Dion. Ixvii, tl. ‘ ?o called of the 

seven lulls. whereuiKin the city stood. * Or [wicker] baskets. 

s Toga Graccamca Winch is spoken laraxfvaTtdc, for rklamys, 
a clo.ak or loose c.a.ssock. For Toga was lioiiiaiwnnn. 

5 . ’ In Vespasian's days. ‘ [The Odeum.] ‘ [The Circus 
Maximus ] 


6. ’ By N'orhaniis Appius. who slew the s.iid Antonins [before 
Domitian arrived] 

7 . ‘ Whereas contrariwise under Nero. ptibUcar caenac ad sportulas 
redaclar. = White. Blue, Red. Green. ‘ Who gelded, pampered, 
and set them out to sale. ‘ Genttnari cas/ra, the greater and the 
less, as we read in Livy. etc. ‘ Every one about 15s. yd. ob. sterling 
[rather, about li . fie added three aurci to the nine formerly given]. 

i' Philostratus [Vu. Apol. vj, 17] .allegeth another reason of this 
edict, namely for that many seditious broils and commotions were 
occasioned by drunkenness. 

» Or rather, .is Oisaubon c.xpoiindcth, that two legions should 
not encamp in one leaguer [camp]. For the policy of w.Tr found the 
same always dangerous in regard of mutinies, that by occasion thereof 
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■> Under these tyrannical emperors of Home, that favoured, some 
this faction of fencers and chariot-riders, others that, it was high 
treason and impiety for men to speak a word, not in open place only 
and in the theatre, but also at home in their houses, even in table 
talk, in commendation of the adverse faction, by way of comparison. 
Martial [x, 48, 23] inviting a friend to his board and promising that no 
mirth and free speech at meat should turn him to any danger and dis- 
pleasure, OTiteth thus unto him. 


De prasivo coiiviva mens vomilcgiie^ loqualur ; 

Necjacteiit quemquam pocula nostra rextm. 

Now, it is to be understood that Domitian affected the fencers called 
MirmilloKes against the others named Thraces or Threces, whom his 
brother Titus favoured. 

° P^tmulanus understand him that speaks favourably in the 
behalf of those fencers named Pannularit of the little bucklers, where- 
wath they were armed ; otherwise called Threces (as one would say 
hracians whose armature they had), in opposition of others which 

othennse appointed after the French 
that ‘he name othenvhiles of Galli, and so is 

Swn expounded. Thrax an GaUina 

UDon^them ^ ‘“‘'‘^hing blasphemy, no marvel if these tynants, taking 
upon them to be gods here upon earth, held even- word deroeatoiw 
anyways unto their majesty high treason’ andlmpJe?y ‘""“Satory 

envie^aU monstrous tyrants, as namely Caligula, 

C Umia^tX sdent^n f. It behoved tLre^ 

he might althoueh for r u tl'^'mble what he thought, as well as 
but fetch a secret si^h^n heart happily [haply] he could not choose 
readin?rVeri.^1.^;l‘^^^^ alas . [For the 

after his accounts], managed liis property and looked 

* [According to the ancient custom 1 notice.] 

in pillory, and so to be beaten irith rids to death fast-locked 

the imjierial treasury. Dejerfba\uur^"‘^"^l ‘he tax paid by Jews into 
difiicult. Does It mean “ were inform ,“”‘‘’."'h>ch were presented ”) is 
qiiem (fiscum) must mean the treasure ‘I®"°"nccd ? " then ad 

improfessi. those who lived as Jews wthoilt -■ others, 

IS, certain Christians,] 4 Or Alact that religion, that 

proud and scornful. « Who Exchequer. s But 

• A hemistich out of Homer, Hmd fh ‘V. daughter Julia, 

should say. I like not so many Ca^« words ; as if ho 

f observe a double acccntion of n, 

penned by Suetonius. First for a nobio n Caesar in this history' 
t^e.sar dictator was descended whoso im flome whereof Julius 

boil were called Caesares. And in fU blood or by adop- 

Prosenics Caesarwn ,n Nerone deL.f thlt'Tu ‘b^t 

M.ui extinct in Nero; and in this sens^ ri °I ‘be Caesars 

perors in that line were named Ca^^ v “I ‘be cm- 

reign emperors of Jtome after luht^^oVr 1 °'' “>1 ‘be sove- 

liis .successors were styled Caesari,. f^alba and the rest 

Ihis exaction levied of the lews n-r,- i, 

— J which he calleth Judaicus 


[This should be tme/o.] 
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FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS 

fisciis, was for the profession and exercise of the religion within Rome ; 
who, as Xiphilinus witnesseth [Dion Cassius, Ixvi, 7], were permitted 
before by Vespasian his father to observ’c the rites and ceremonies of 
their own religion, paying a yearly tribute, to wit, a didrachm, two 
Roman deniers, or fifteen pence with us. And so the Christians after- 
wards for a time had the same indulgence. [See Merivale, Hisf. of the 
Romans under the Empire, vii, p. 150.] 

13. ^ Pulvittar suwn, as if he had been a god ; for their gods and 

goddesses they bestowed in certain bed-lofts called Pulvinaria [Aug. 45], 
2 During the solemn games exhibited unto them. ® To his senator’s 
place. * Common talk. ® Ponderis certi. Sabellicus readeth cen- 
teni, of a hundred pounds, according to Papinius Statius of Domitian’s 
statue. Da Capitolinis aeternum sedibus aurum, Quo niteat sacri centeno 
pondcre vultus Caesaris [Silvae, i, 189]. ® [Arches which spanned the 

markets and frequented streets, all covered passages being associated 
with the Italian god Janus. There were three arches dedicated to him 
in the Forum, in the middle one of which money-lenders congregated.] 

[A pun on arcus, arch.] ® Not above four months. ® Not a 
fortnight full. Over the Chatti and Daci. ^ * September. 

October. 

® In some copies are inserted these words, A ream el Calvitiem, to 
no sense unless ye would have him thereby noted for his baldness and 
fall of hair, which some physicians call /Iren. 

14. Alluding to the like verses of the poet Evenus [Anthol. Pal. 
ix, 75, where the reading is not, rpdTt for Kainapi. enough to pour on 
thee, O goat], which Ovid seemeth to express [Fasti, i, 357] in Latin 
thus, Rode, caper, viieni, tamen hie cum stabis ad aras, In lua quod 
spargi cornua possit, erit. ^ [Pliny, Nat. Hist., xxxvi, 22. It was 
a translucent stone from Cappadocia, used for window-panes, of Greek 
deriv’ation (piYyos, light).] 

15. ^ [Iwer/fnc, laziness ; lither also = pliant, yielding.] ^Jupiter, 

s Or Inscription. ^ VTiere was an oracle. 

This Flavius Clemens is thought to have been a proseljde and 
convert to the Jewish religion*, by reason whereof, being somewhat 
mortified and making conscience to do evil, he was reputed b^e- 
minded, and as Suetonius saith, contemptissimae incrtiac, — imputations 
'charged by pagans upon Christians and the true servants of God for 
their quiet carriage and modest behaviour. 

Whose son, he would not else, he would be thought, as who put 
one to death, because in his public prayers he had not made mention 
of him as the son of Minerva (Philostratus, Vit. Apol. vii, 2;]). 

16. * He dreamt haply that Junius Riisticus, whom he had killed 
came upon him with a naked sword [Dion Cassius, Ix\di, 16]. 

17. * Whom Eusebius [C/iroiitcoii, ii] reporteth to have been 

niece by the sister of Flavius Clemens and a Christian, therefore con- 
fined to the island Pontia. ® [Groin.] ® Certain soldiers were so 
termed [leader of the wing of a small division of troops]. 
chamberlain. Decurio has not necessarily anytliing to do vath a body o 
/en.] ® September iS. , , - j 

“ Little images, which pavnims devoutly kept and worshipped (as 
the tutelar gods of their bed'-chamber) within a certain closet called 
Lararium. 


* Or Christianity ratlier. 
Ill 



FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS 


18. ’ Reslricitorcs, drawn inward. ^ [Or board = joke.] ’ Homer, 
Iliad, XXI, loS Lycaon the son of Priam unto Achilles. * Eadem 
me maiient, some read te. 

® It may be thought by the circumstance of tliis place that tliis 
Ruhor vullus in Domitian was a tincture of virtue and modesty. But 
there was nothing less in him. so that it was rather a hypocritical 
vizard and mask, under which was couched a most fell and cruel 
nature, as being by the judgement of Tacitus [Agricola, 45] more 
sanguinary than Nero. For whereas Nero subtraxii ociilos, jussitque 
scclera, non spcctavil, siib Doiniliano praecipua miseriariini pars erat 
indcrt el asptci, cum dcnotandis tot hominum palloribus, sufftcercl saevus 
tile Domitiani vullus et rubor, quo se contra pudorem muniebat. A flushing 
red therefore is not always a sign of grace. 

19. ’[Rarely] “Upon men’s shoulders. ’‘[Tania arte: 
with .so accurate an aim.] 


20. '[Tib. Gi. The acta were cither the transactions of the senate 
or the official daily chronicle ] “ [10 and Vesp. ij.] “ A kind of 

delicate drink among the Romans. 

ni. ? Egypt was that famous library of king Ptolemy 

la cp us an^d the other Ptolemies Ins progenitors and successors, 
containing to the number well-near of 700,000 books. [This library 
W 'll""® Caesar’s .‘Vle.xandnne War (Aulus Gcllius, vii, 17). 

to ‘•x’ ’’brary of Pergamum, presented 

to Cleopatra by Antony and removed to Alexandria.] 

hke^al' “ hortyard well ; 

i e as Appiana and Scap.tana mala of Appiusand Scaptius [A friend 
of Augustus, a great gardener, and ^vrote on cookeryT [Of wine.] 

* Conceivx^ ^ i, r ^ '’’S wedded wife, 

in her widow hood ; and 'herctra ”coTdcth“f 
aborlivis fccundam Julia ui.ham Sw 

offas. miam bolierct, et palruo similes effiinderel 


[Aurelius Vmto°r‘ Up°t K Partlienius 

sense, for all 

the people in this tune, Tibenum 'uTtIi “P 

senate against Commodus that afterwards by the 

Eosti patriae honores detrah'antur emperor, in these terms, 

nifex senatiis unco traliatur in st,oho 7 ’*^lf‘’ deoruni, car- 

Commodi. 18.] ’ ” ponalur, etc. [Lampridius. Vit. 

thus: Quid' iVeJa^i^ennusau/'^' P* "’'’“’x Aurelius Victor writeth 
Quid praestantius Hadriano ? ”” '’ra/ms > Quid Trajano divinius .> 
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Acccnsus, 14 ; 6 
Acclamations, 112 «. 

Acroames, no, 359. 

Ad antliam, 56 n. 

Adminius, British prince, 211. 

Adoption, 34 «. 

Adultery, laws against, 82. 

Aegislhus, 35. 

Aelius I/rmia, 373, 380. 

Aeneas, 292. 

Aesar, 125. 

Afranius, L., 25. 

Agrarian law, Caesar's, 15. 

Agrippa Poslumus, 102, 147. 

Agrippina, daughter of Germanicus, 
255, 284-286, 309. 

Agrippina, wife of Germanicus, 164, 
165, 

Ahenobarbi, 260. 

Ajax, tragedy by Augustus, 1:5. 

Alauda (legion), iS. 

Alcmacon, 291. 

Allia, day of, 339. 

Amazons, 17. 

Ambubaiac, 84 n, 

Amphillieatres, 31 n. 

Amphora, 158. 

Ampius Balbus, T., 48. 

Ancilia, 328. 

Annales or aunariae (laws), 26 61 «. 

Attitoiiae, 30 II, 

Andcaloues, work by Caesar, 38. 
Anticyra, 201. 

Antonia, d. of Claudius, 287, 

Antonins, Marcus (Mark Antony), 69 ; 
his son, 69. 

Antonins Musa, physician of Augustus, 
99- 

Apis, 44. 

drroKoXoia'rTioats, 86. 

Apollo Paean, 88 ; Palatinus, 79, 95 ; 
Sandaliarius, 99; Temcnites, 178; 
Tortor, 107. 

ApoHodorus of Pergamum, 117. 
Apollonius Molo, 6. 

Appius Claudius Caecus, 131, 244. 
Appius Claudius Regill(i)anus, 132. 

' The reference number followed 1: 
Annotations at the end. 


Artaxerses Mnemon, 33 «. 

As (coin), 48 n. 

Asclepiades ofMendes, 120. 

Ascletarius (astrologer), 386. 

Asellius Sabinus, 158. 

Asiaticus, freedman of Vitellius, 340. 
Asinius Gallus, grandson of Asinius 
Pollio, 234. 

Asinius Pollio, 23, 38, 78, 89. 
daKoybiftvpa, 1 5 w. 

Aspis (serpent), 69. 

Asprenas Nonius, 89, 98. 

Astrologers, expelled by Tiberius, 1 55. 
Astnra, 45 n. 

Alia, mother of Augustus, 61, 120. 
Airicapilla (bird), 56. 

Atrium, 27 n. 

Atla, 49 n. 

Augurs, 27 It, 

Augustales, 229, 31 1. 

Augusi os, emperor, 59-128. 

Augustus, mc.aning of the name, 62. 
Aurelia, mother of Julius Caesar, 46. 
Aureus (coin), 94 «. 

Ba(l)hillus, an astrologer, 288. 

Balls, different-kinds of, 41 
Basilides, 353. 

Becciis, 345- 
Berenice, 367. 

Biberius, nickname of Tiberius, 158. 
Bibulus, Marcus, 10, 14, 15, 34. 
Bissextile or leap-year, 1 1 n. 

Bona Dea, 3 «., 16 it. 

Bonum factum, iS n,, 99 //. 

Boter, f.tther of Claudia, 248. 

Bratae, 18 «. 

Britain, invaded by Claudius, 23S. 
Brilannicus, son of the Emperor 
Claudius, 248, 284. 

Brutus, Marcus, 19 //. 

Burrus, 28S. 

Cnccina, Anlus, 47. 

Caesar, double meaning of, 1 10 «. 
Caesar, Gaius, father of the dictator, 

I tt. 

y », indicates the page of the Notes and 
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Oicsar, Cains, granOson of Angustus, 
102 ; 34 n. 

CAESar., Gains Julius, the dictator, 

Cacsario, suppiiscd son of Caesar anil 
Cleoratm. 35, 6^( 14 «• 

Caesonia, wife of Caiipula, 222. 

CaWius, nicVinamc of nt>eiius, 55 '*• 
Calendar, rcfornieii by Julius Caesar, 
2S. 

CiJiVfn, 62 «. 

Caligula : fff Gains. 

Callippidcs, 156. 

Calvini, 260. 

Can.ice, 274. 

Cancers, 35 n. 

Car.dttiiili, 8 !!■ 

Caninius Kcbilus, 17 rr. 

Cants, tlirott- with dice, 37 m 
Cip'Ua Kubiila, 61. 

Capreae, faNouritc retreat of Tiberius, 
'57- 

Caprtcornus, stamp of a com, 123. 
Capys, founder of Capua, $1. 

Carmelus, 35!. 

Ovsen and Cassius, ig «. 

Cassiu (bird), S k. 

Cassius Chaerea, chief conspirator 
against. Caligula, 220. 

Ossius Longinus, lawyer, 2S9. 

Cassius Ixinginus, pro-consul, 221. 
Caslra sccUrala, 224. 

Catullus, Valerius, 46. 

Catulus, Quintus, dtcatn of Aegusttss, 
122 . 

Caudex, 49 rr. 

Canneas, 43 rr. 

Causarii, loi. 

Cinae adjicialei, 47 rr. 

Centiirnviri, 29 r/., J02 rr. 

Clvaricles, physician to Tiljcrius, 177, 
Charioteers and their factions, 202. 
Chatta, 342, 

Chins, throw with dice, 37 rr. 

Christians persecnlcd b)- Nero, 270. 
Cimber Tullus, conspirator against 
Julius Caes-nr, S3 1 iS «. 

Cinnn, Hclvius, killed by misCnkc for 
Cornelius, 53. 

Circus games, to«. 

City, its meaning, 74 rr. 

Ciric garland, 6, 150, 

Civil (of an emperor), 151 ; 62 it, 
Claudia, d. of the Emperor Claudius, 
248, 

Claudia, wife of Augustus, loo. 
Cl.-iudian family, 131 ; its noble women, 
132; supported the patricians, 132. 
Claudius Dresus, emperor, 224-239. 
Clemens, rebels against Tiberius, 148. 
Cleopatra poisons herself, 69. 


j Clients and patrons, 2 n. 
j Climacteric year, 20 n. 
j Cloilins, 1’. and Caesar’s w ife, S, 40. 

I Crvjeta, 2S. 

Colonies, Imlin, S. 

(^losseros, 205. 

(ioiossus, 359. 

Comata Gallia, iG. 

Comedy, the old, 1 1 7. 

Censitiaies liges, 61 «. 

Comitium, 9. 

CcrsmilUcnrs, 25 rr. 

Compitalicii, So. 

Concord, temple of, 145. 

Congiary, 20. 

Consols, when they cntereiJ upon omce, 
Srr. 

Cetii-enins, 3 rr. 

Cc/se, 84 rr. 

Cornelian law, S2. 

Ccus, throw with dice, 37 n- 
t Curi.a, 12. 

1 Curlius, luikc of, gS. 

! Cutiliae, waters, jG2. 

I Cybclc, 35 rr. 
i Cv-nic, 357. 

1 

5 Otetres, 69 «. 
j UeciJtions, 127. 

I Demetrius tlie Cynic, 357. 

1 Depilatories, 96 rr. 

Dialects, 57 rr. 

Diaiis, 5. ■ 

Dialis (tna, 29 rr. 

Distant and Diclclsir, 17 rr. 

Diogenes the grammarian and Tiberias, 

Drs, 328. 

Dh-iscrcs, 6 rr. 

Dinertiunt, 1 rr. 

Dcdttafhees, supper given by Augustus, 

loG. 

Dominus, title, 06 ; 32 rr. 
Do.mitias-us, Flavius, emperor, 372- 
39»- 

Domilius, Lucius, ancestor of the 
.Ahenobarbi, 260 ; Gnaeus, 261 ; 
the grandfather of Nero, 262 ; the 
father of Nero, 262. 

Doves, 44 rr. 

Dropsies, 79 rr. 

Druids, 246. 

Drusiila, sister of Caligula, J96. 
Drusilla, wife of Felix, governor of 
Judaea, 24S; 75 rr. 

Drusir.ae Fassae, 324. 

Dtusus, origin of the name, 133- 
Drosos, son of Tiberius, tGj, t/I- 
Drusus, son of the Emperor Claudius, 
248. 

II6 



INDEX 


Drusus Nero, father of the Emperor 
Claudius, 224^ 

Ducenaries, 244. 

Dyrrachiiim, besieged by Caesar, 43. 

Elephants on tight-ropes, 310. 
Eieusinia, 246. 

Etnblema^ 176. 

Epaphroditus, Nero’s secretary, 301, 

3 « 5 - 

Epicadus, conspires against Augustus, 
20. 

Efulones, 47 n. 

Equeitria, igg. 

Ergastula, 51 tt. 

Erycina Venus, 246. 

Exploralorcst 70 «. ; cxploratonae 
corenae, 212. 

Fabius Maximus, 52 «. 

Falling sickness, 32. 

Fasting, 33 w. 

Faustus Sulla, his rebellion, 47. 

Felix, freedman of Claudius, 24S. 
Fercula, 38 ». 

FeUina Unit, 26 w. 

Ficedula (bird), 158. 

Fidenae, fall of amphitheatre, 157, 
Flamen, 5, 48. 

Flavian family, 346, 

Flavius Clemens, cousin of Domitiari, 

385- 

Flavius Petro, 346. 

Flavius Sabinus, father of Vespasian, 
346 ; brother of Vespasian, 346 ; 
cousin of Domitian, 381. 

Floralia, 310. 

Fora, 27 ». 

Forgery, prevention of, 270. 

Fucinus, draining of lake, 239. 

Fttnahs (horses), 50 n. 

Gaius, grandson of Augustus, 10 r, ro2. 
Gaius Caesar Caligula, emperor, tSo- 
223. 

Galha, surname of tlie Servilian family, 
307. 

Galba, Servius Sulpicius, emperor, 

294. 30(5-32^- 

Gaibanum, 307. 

Galbeum, 307. 

Galeria, wife of ViicUius, 336, 

Gahrita (bird), 8 

GaUi, priests of Cybele, 36 «. 

Gallius, Quintus, praetor, put to death 
by Augustus, 76. 

Gallograecia, 201, 

Gallus, Cornelius, commits suicide, 103. 
Cemitti fratra, 3 n. 

Genius, 200. 

Germaniciani, 149. 


Germanicus, adopted son of Tiberius, 
163 ; disgraced by him and murdered 
by Pisci, 164; bis great achievements, 
iSo ; his marriage and issue, 183. 

Gestation, 360. 

Goals in the circus, ii «. 

Graphhtm, 19 67 7;. 

llalotus, rood-taster to the Emperor 
Claudius, 25S ; one of Nero’s spies, 

317- 

Harpocras, freedman of Claudius, 248. 

Hasta ptiva, 75 

Haterius, (Quintus, 53 it. 

Hecatcbeletcs, 292. 

Hellebore, 67 a. 

Helvidius I'riscus, 358, 381 ; his son, 
381. 

Hemiplegia, 97 it, 

Hieronicae, 83 n. 

Hirtius, consul, slain at ^^mina, 65. 

Honorary games, 81, 

llcpiomachi, 69 n. 

HS, meaning of, S n. 

Hylas the pantomime, scourged, 92. 

Icarus, 268 ; Si 7/. 

Ides, 256 n. 

Ilium, rS n. ; its inhabitants eased of 
tribute and granted immunities, 246. 

Imbrices, 273. 

ImpcriUor, different meanings, 53 u. 

Inccndium, name of comedy, 267. 

Incitaius, Caligula’s horse, 219 ; 7* 

Inferiae, 20 n. 

infenwt ma>e, 31 7/. 

Inheritances, i 7/. 

Insertae, 59 is. 

Jnsulae, 87 77. 

Ira and it aciniclia, 77 11. 

Isauricus, Servilius, 2 >i. 

Isidorus the Cvnie. 292. 

IsthmusofCoiinlh, 12 «. ; Caligula and 
Nero attempt to cut through it, 193, 
271. 

Janiculum, 07 n. 

Janus Quirinus, temple shut liy 
Augustus, 72. 

Jews, banished by Tiberius. i55t. 
Claudius, 24C ; pressed by Domitian 
for iribiile, 3S3. 

Julia, d. of AiigusUis, wife of Jfaicellus 
and Agrippa, 101 ; banished to an 

e of 

102. 


island, 103, 

ilia, d. of Juluis Caesar, wi 
Pompey the Gre.nt, 16 
ilia, granddauglilcr of Augustus, 
ilia, wife of Tiberius, 139. 
ilia Drusilla, d. of Caligula, 19S, 
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Juliae, daugbtcib of Utu'ius and Gcr- 
manicus, put to dcatli by Claudius, 
249 ' 

Julian law, 20 ft. 

Julius Montanus, S4 tt. 

Julius, inontli, 17 ft. 

Junius Kusticus, 3S1. 

Jus, 54 H. 

JustHtutu, 62 It. 

Juvenal sports, 267. 

Kalends of January, 5 tt. ; ad laUndas 
Gratsas, 42 tt. 

King of Kings, 182. 

Lalierius, D., 28 ; 1 1 tt. 

Lares, 182. 

Lattts davits, 20 tt. 

Lepida, wife of Galba, 309- 
Lcpidiis, M., death of, 2 tt. 

L'Vana. gorldess, 21 tt. 

Lihra /e^a/ia, 54 tt. 

Libertines, 2 tt. 

Libilina, 291. 

Libraries kept up by Ooinitian, 3S9. 
Licinius Mneianus, 353. 

Liitii;tn, loS tt. 

Litart, 45 tt. 

Livia, wife of Augustus, tot, 141. 

Livia Occllina, 307, 

Livia Orcstilla, 197. 

Livius Salinator, 133. 

Locusta (Lucubta), poisoner, 2S4. 
Lollia P.aulina, «ife of Ciligula, 197. 
Lorarii, 67 tt. 

Loxias, epithet of Apollo, 89 tt. 

Lucius, adojited by Augustus, loi, 102. 
Lupercalia, Luperci, 17 tt. 

Lustrum, 124. 

Maecenas, patron of literature and 
friend of Augustus, 116. 

Maenius, Maeniana, 64 tt. 

Maucif-atio, 34 tt. 

Marriages, mised, 82 ; enforced by 
law. 82; allowed betneen cousin's 
by Claudius, 247. 

Mars Ullor (Kuvengcr), 71. 
Jilatrcitalta, 103 n. 

Mausoleum, 47 tt. 

Maximi ludi, 267. 
jVedioA ttmi, 66 tt. 

Melanocoryplios (bird), 56 tt. 
Memmius, C,, 45. 

Mcro, nickname of Tiberius, 158, 
Messalina, wife of Claudius, 247, 
Mettius Poinpusianus, 357, 381. 

J/iitit, 10 It. 

MtrntiUottes, 68 tt. 

Mnesler, pantomime, 205, 21S. 
ottotiiadti, 6 S tt. 


htotwfoUutn, 1 76. 

More majorum, 301, 3S2. 

N.arcissus, favourite of Claudius, 249. 
Naumachia, 28, 89, 279. 

Nauplius, 292. 

Nemesis, 43 tt. 

Nero, meaning of the name, 13I. 

NnKO Claudius Caesar, emperor, 260- 

305- 

Neronia, games, 268. 

Neropolis, 304. 

Nicopolis, 70. 

Nigidius, Publius, 121. 

Niobc, 273. 

Nonienclalor, 70. 

Nomi in ligypt, 90 tt. 

Kamittalia, So tt. 

Nonius Asprenas, 89 ; deprived of his 
surname Torquatus, 204. 

A'lU'iir tahtlat, 1 2 tt. 

Nuinerius Atticus, 46 tt. 

Nundina, goddess. So tt. 

Nundinae, iig. 

Oid/ala, 41 It, 

Occllatae (Oculatae), Vestals, 37S. 
Octavia, wife of Nero, 287. 

Octavii, their descent, 59. 

Octavius, father of Augustus, 60. 
Oedipus, tragedy by Julius Caesar, 39 j 
in trageriy, 274. 

Oppins, C, 45. 

Ops, 36 tt. 

Optimales, 4 tt. 

Orchestra, 246. 

Orcus, 292. 

Orestes, 274. 

Origittes, work by Cato, It 6. 

Otho, Lucius, father of the emperor, 
312. 

Onto, Marcus Salvius, emperor, 322- 

33 >- 

Ovation, 25 tt. 

Ovi/ia, 52 It, 

Paconius, pul to death by Tiberius, 
271. 

Paean, 292. 

Paedian law, 262. 

Paclus Thrasea, 2S9. 

Pagan!, 94 tt. 

P.allas, freedman of Claudius, 24’g. 
Pansa, consul, slain at Mutina, 65. 
Papia Pop|>aea law, 28 tt., 75 tt. 
Parilia, 191. 

Paris, the actor, 304. 

Parmnlarius, 1 10 tt. 

Parricidium (ides of hfarch), 56 ; (the 
crime), 12 tt . ; punishment of, 28 «., 
76 tt. 
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Parthian hostages, honoured by Augus- 
tus, 90. 

Pasiphae, 268. 

Patres faint lias, 34 it. 

Pater Patriae, title given to Augustus, 
99 - 

Patrons and clients, 2 «. 

Ptcultum, 142. 

Pentathlon, il n, 

Perduellio, 3 n. 

Peristylium, 27 n. 

Pestilence in Rome, 291, 369. 
Petoritiim, 15 «. 

Petreius, M., 47. 

Petronia, wife of Viteiiius, 335. 
Phaethon, 186. 

Phahrat, 85 «. 

Pharnaces, King of Pontus, 26. 
Phengites, stone, 385. 

Philemon, a slave, traitor to Caesar, 
46. 

Phoebe, freedwoman, 102. 

Phonascus, 115. 

Piso, Cn., legate of Syria, 180. 

Piso, Cn., slain by Spaniards, 9. 

Piso Frugi Licinianus, adopted by 
Galba, 318. 

Pisonian conspiracy, 288. 

Pitholaus attacks Caesar, 47. 
PUistoboHnda, 85 «. 

Pluto, 96 n. 

Polemo(n), King of Pontus,_27i. 
Polybius, favourite of Claudius, 248. 
Polycrates, 43 11. 

Polygamy, 14/1. 

Pomegranate, the, name of a place, 
372 - 

Pompeius Magnus, son-in-law of 
Claudius, 248, 249. 

Pontificalis cena, 29 n. 

Poppaea Sabina, 287, 323. 

Pcpulares, 4 «. 

Popnlaria, 75 n. 

Posides, favourite of Claudius, 248. 
Postal carriers, 94. 

Praetexta, garment, S "• 

Praetextata verha, 104 n. 

Praetorian guard, 52 
Principia, 95 
Pro/ani, 86 n. 

Promoters (informers), 283, 369, 380. 
Proscription under triumvirate, 75. 
Province, meaning of, 6 n. ; kinds of, 
31 «. 

Psylli, 69. 

Ptolemy Auletes, 3 n. 

Publicans, 7 w. • 

Pucrperium, 1S4, 

Pnlvinar, 16 w.; gl, 227. 

Pylades, actor, 92. 

Pyrrhic dance, 267. 


Quadragesima, tax, 346. 
Quindecemviri, iS n., 47 n. ; 311. 
Quinquatrus, Quinquatria, 37 u. 
Quintana, 83 n. 

Quirites, 44. 

Rabirius Postumus, 237. 

Rectae (enae, 81 k. 

Regaliolus (bird), 52. 

Regions of Rome, 27; 21 n. 
Repudium, l it. 

Retiarii, 202 ; 69 «. 

Rex Nemorensis, 205. 

Rhegium, 68. 

Rhodians granted freedom by Claudius, 
246. 

Rogatia, 3 n. 

Roman years, how reckoned, i n. 
Roscian law, 86 ; 22 
Rostra, 128. 

Royal spoils {spolia opima), 225. 
Rufinus (Kufrius) Crispinus, 228. 
Rnfuli or Rutuli, 2 n. 

Sabbath, in. 

Sagaiio, 95 n. 

Salarian Way, 356. 

Salii, 251. 

Salinator, meaning of, 133. 

Sallustius Lucullus, 301. 

Salvidienus Orfitus, 289. 

Salvius Cocceianus, 3S0. 

Salvius Liberalis, 357. 

Sardinia, its unhealthiness, 55 n. 
Saturnalia, 62 «. 

Scalae Gcmoniae, 57 «. 

Sca(n)tinian law, 28 n. 

Scarus (fish), 99 n. 

Scelerata porta, sceleratus vicus, 224. 
Scribonia, wife of Augustus, 100. 
Scribonius Libo, conspires against 
Tiberius, 148. 

Sfutani,,23 «. 

Sea! of Rome, 122. 

Secular games. So; 28 74 

Secutores, 202. 

Sejanus, put to death by Tiberius, 166, 
169. 

Selene, 66 «. 

Seleucus, astrologer, 324. 

Seleucus, grammarian, 166. 

Sempronian law, 7 «. 

Senators: numbers restricted by Oc- 
tavius, 83 ; their dress, 83 ; their 
substance increased by Augustus, 87, 
Seneca, Nero’s tutor, 288. 

Septimontial sacrifice, 376. 

Septizonium, 364. 

Sestertius, place of execution, 94 n. 
Sextant, measure, in. 

Sextarius, 38 n. 
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Sexlilis, month, 79. 

•Socinl war, 25 it. 

Speculator, 38 //., 94 «. 

SpeUinca, 157. 

Sphacristerium, 360. 

Sphinx, 94. 

Sportula, St «. 

Stature of men, It2, 174. 

Subdival, 27 «. 

Suburn, 32. 

Sulla proscribes the M arian party, 3 
his opinion of Julius Caesar, 5. 
Sumptuar) laws, 12 28 n. 

Suoretaurilia, 45 ti 
Superum Mare, 31 «. 

Supplication, 8 «. 

Sti/’m ntimoutu, 245. 

Syracuse, retiring place of Augustus, 
109. 

Tnhfllariae ncr. es, 82 «. 

Tali, 37 85 n. 

Tcmplum, 44 «. 

Tertia, tl of Sersilia the mother of M. 

lirutus, 35. 

Tessera, 93 n. 

Testae, 273. 

Telraoncs (birds), 194 
Tetrinius, 202. 

Tt^ro^woi’, 37 >1, 

Thalamcgos, 35. 

Thcalralis lex, 86, 22 ti. 

T(h)cnsa, 16 n. 

Thraccs, Thrcccs, 68 «. 

Thrasca Tactus, 82 11. 

Thrasyllus, astrologer, 142, 193. 
Tincutus Nero Caesar, emperor, 131- 
179. 

Tiberius the younger, his pitiful death, 

195. 

Tigellinus, 317, 

Tillage, supported by Augustus, SS; 

regulations of Domitian, 377, 
Tiridates, king of Armenia, 269 ; S$ it. 
Titles, 106 It. 

Titus Flavius ^''espasianus, emperor, 

364-371- 


Toga Graecanica, 108 n. 

7 Ogata Gallia, 7 it. 

Tribunes of the Commons, created from 
the Kniphts by Augustus, 86 ; their 
persons inviolable, 3 n. 

Tribunes, military, 2 n. 

Trihus ncsticae and urbanae, 5 n. 
Triumphal ornaments, 29 n. 
Triumvirate, 84 ; 21 u. 

Troica, poem by Nero, 88 «. 

Trojan game, 28. 

Tropliy, what it was, 93 «. ’ 

Tunicats, 68 it. 


Vallar coronets, 25 it. 

Varro, M., 31. 

Varus, his overthrow, 72. 

Vatinian law, 16. 

Venus, throw of dice, 37 n. 

Venus Genetrix, 15 «. 

Vespasia, Polla, mother of Vespasian, 

346- 

Vkspasianus, Flavius, emperor, 346- 

363 - 

Vestal virgins buried alive, 379. 
Viatieum, 16 it. 

Vindex rebels in Gaul, 292. 

Vineyards, decay of, 377. 

Vinicius, conspiracy of, 288. 

Visceraiio, 10 «. 

ViTED-lus, Aulus, emperor, 332-345. 
Vileltius, Lucius, 334. 

Vitellius, Publius, 333. 

Vitcllius, Quintus, 333. 

Voconian law, 48 n. 

Vologaesns, king of Partbia, 304. 
Vomiting, 98 it. 

Vononcs, king of Partbia, 162. 

Wine, its use disapproved by Augustus, 

88 . 

Women ns hostages, 71. 

Xystici, 92. 

Zeno (or Xeno), Greek professoi, 166. 
Zopyrus, physiognomist, 106 it. 


Made and Prtntfdin Oreat Britmn by 
Percy hund, Humphries & Co. Ltd. 

3 Amen Corner,. London. E.C.^ 
and at Bradford 



